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From the Editors Desk

| am happy to present ‘Breaking News - Challenging Gender Barriers’ the third
volume of our award winning entries of the last three editions of the Laadli Media
and Advertising Awards (LMAAGS) for Gender Sensitivity, one of its kind awards in the
world. In the span of the last eight editions of the awards, a lot has changed. We have
been receiving close to 1500 entries every edition, particularly from younger people,
which is heartening. The themes are more bold, the subjects more varied and the
questioning more critical.

The most critical change we feel is the emergence of online publications, which give
space to a wide spectrum of groups to voice their issues, concerns and perspectives. A
large number of feminist magazines are doing amazing work - LadiesFinger, Feminism
in India to name two. Other online magazines like Deep Dives, Out of Print and Youth
ki Awaaz are also raising pertinent gender issues in their special editions. Mainstream
papers are also not far behind with their online editions affording them lot more
freedom and flexibility than the print versions.

No wonder then digital publishing and advertising are emerging as the new big trend
with social media amplifying the audience and creating a buzz helping the brand, the
agency and the cause. A look at the media writings and advertisements featured in
this book bear testimony to the above observation.

‘Breaking News'is a compilation of 61 award winning entries reporting on nine themes
- Social Issues, Genders and Sexualities, Trafficking, Gender Based Violence, Women
and Work, Women and Politics, Women and Conflict, Gender Issues in Programme
Implementation and Emerging Social Trends. It is a multi - lingual publication where
we tried to give a fair representation to the writings in regional languages as well. We
had the not so pleasant task of picking and choosing the articles for this book. The
only criteria was to bring to our readers a collection of works written from refreshingly
new perspectives. We had to keep aside many deserving entries and shorten some
very long articles due to the size limitations of this publication. Hopefully, we would
be able to put together the fourth volume soon.

| hope this book provides you new insights and a riveting experience of exploring the
unexplored.

While the positive stories are exhilarating, the personal stories of extreme brutality
and unimaginable violence perpetrated on the transgender persons, girls forced to
go through Female Genital Cutting and women trapped in abusive marriages numbs




our senses. But these stories also need to be told to strengthen various advocacy
initiatives stop the practices.

Sometimes numbers speak louder than words, and media persons have been
increasingly using data from various sources to drive home the point that gender
discrimination is rampant in our society; be it in the workplace or in getting basic
health care or availing treatment for life threatening diseases like cancer. One cannot
but feel shocked by the stark picture the data draws of the deep rooted gender biases
in the country.

Yet some other articles make us wonder and feel fascinated at the new emerging
trends and the social factors behind those - be it the participation of husbands in
birthing process or the increasing use of stereotyping and shaming of women in the
comedy shows.

The analysis of the corruption, misuse and inefficiency in the system while
implementing programmes and policies is bound to agitate us; it may motivate some
of us to change the situation.

We hope this publication would be used extensively by media persons to get new
insights and perspectives. The vision of Laadli Media Advocacy is to make gender
sensitivity an integral value of good journalism and communication.

| am happy to share with the readers that an Abby is instituted for gender sensitivity
by Ad Club and AAAI at the Goa Fest in 2016.

| cannot conclude this note without expressing my special thanks to Mr.Sista for his
editing inputs, Srinidhi Raghavan for being our sounding board and Venu Gawali for
her patient and willing support to take care of the nitty gritties involved in publication.
We are grateful to all our contributors for their support. This book would not have
been possible without the support of UNFPA which part funded the book and
Mr Maneck Davar who defrayed the remaining cost.

Y- b~ hmrn o .-

Dr. A. L. Sharada
Director, Population First
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Social Issues

The patriarchal norms, values and systems create a number of practices,
customs and beliefs which reinforce the power of men over women, justifying
violence, discrimination and control. However, these social practices,
customs and behaviours are further reinforced by the emerging economic
and political developments in the society.

Yogesh Pawar, for instance, explores how with the increasing drought
conditions and poverty, the practice of dedicating daughters to deities is
gaining momentum in rural Maharashtra. Except that, it is now being driven
by flesh traders and traffickers. Mamata Sharma and Parveen Sultana also
unravel the role of patriarchal power structures in the increasing instances of
witch hunting in the country. These incidents are not so much an outcome of
superstition and blind beliefs but represent systematic use of violence in the
garb of traditional practices to silence or annihilate women who challenge
the powerful men and groups in the community by asserting their rights or
resisting their attempts to exploit them sexually or otherwise.

Similarly, while there may be many social cultural reasons behind child
marriages, the contribution of increasing drought conditions and seasonal
migration of parents on child marriages cannot be ignored. Thulasi
documents the stories of young married students in the schools of backward
districts of Telengana State. Jyothi Shellar draws our attention to yet another
form of discrimination — denial of medical attention to girls suffering from
cancer.

Female Genital Mutilation is yet another heinous practice that aims to control
the sexuality of women by mutilating their genitalia to deny them their sexual
pleasure. While Mariya Ali presents the personal trauma of undergoing the
procedure as a child and the deep psychological and emotional scars that
it left behind, Mini Thomas presents a comprehensive analysis of the issue
highlighting the resistance from within the Bohra Muslim community in
India.

Menstruation had suddenly become a headline issue with the campaign
of women activists to protest against the denial of entry for women into
certain religious shrines. Demystifying the myths, challenging the taboos
and creating awareness about the health consequences of poor hygiene and
sanitation practices during menstruation have received considerable media
coverage in the last couple of years. While Urmila launched an awareness
campaign, Aarefa Johari talks about menstruation and the challenges faced
by sports women and calls for greater sensitivity on the part of coaches and
sports administrators.



DAUGHTERS OF DROUGHT: THE VICIOUS CYCLE OF
POVERTY IN THE PARCHED LANDS OF KARNATAKA AND
MAHARASHTRA

DNA, May 1, 2016

As the drought tightens its grip and the struggle for everyday survival becomes
increasingly difficult, the devdasi tradition of dedicating girl children to Goddess
Yellamma is making a comeback. Yogesh Pawar travels to the parched lands
of Karnataka and Maharashtra to document lives caught in a vicious cycle of
poverty and desperation

he crowds are thinner than the full-moon festival of Bharat
- Hunnime in January, but there's still barely any space to move.

The streets leading to the famed Goddess Yellamma temple in
Saundatti, Karnataka, are lined with shops selling fruits, garlands, bangles,
coconuts, camphor, incense sticks and saris, along with the huge mounds of
vermillion and dry yellow dye that is smeared on devotees. Done with their
darshan, devotees gather under the cool shade of a neem tree to get some
respite from the oppressive summer heat. Some cook, some settle down to
lunch and others rest after a clearly tiring pilgrimage.

Whether from Telangana or Rayalaseema in Andhra Pradesh, Gulbarga and
Bellary in Karnataka or Marathwada and Solapur in Maharashtra, they talk of
little else but the worst drought of the century that has gripped their villages.
It's this — crops failing, jobs drying up along with sources of water and
widespread hunger - that has led to crowds swelling at the temple dedicated
to Yellamma, the goddess associated closely with devdasis. The tradition of
dedicating girls from lower castes created by upper castes to sexually exploit
them is making a huge comeback across the drought belt, notwithstanding
the law, say activists and priests too.

Says BL Patil of Vimochana Devadasi Punarvasthi Sangha (VSPS), "There are
nearly 50,000 plus devdasis according to the union ministry of women and
child development. These women end up becoming conduits to bring girls
from families under duress for dedication. Between selling them directly
to the flesh trade and dedication, the latter is preferred because it is given
sanction by religious tradition."




Unmindful of her mother's calls to lie down, little Soubhagya Humbe from
Chincholi village in Maharashtra's Latur district runs around while her
maternal uncle haggles for a better price for their humble lunch of jowar
rotis and chilly chutney. Dedicated to the goddess as a child bride, the nine-
year-old doesn't know what lies ahead. For now, she's excited about her first
visit outside the village. Once dedicated, rights to virginity are auctioned
and young girls like Soubhagya are pushed into prostitution, just like her
grandmother Lakshmi was, and later, when they are old, reduced to begging
with a basket bearing a brass bust of the goddess.

Lakshmi curses her son-in-law who went to find work in Pune last year after
the crop failed. "He never came back. I'd used all my life savings in getting my
daughter married and now she's back with two children. My son's let them
stay, but for how long? Ultimately, we had to find a way out," she weeps,
pointing to Soubhagya and recalling how she became a devdasi and was
pushed into prostitution to support the family. "Looks like this is what Mother
Yellamma wants for us."

According to priests at the temple, in Karnataka's Belgaum district, this is the
first time girls are being brought to be dedicated to Yellamma in April. "It'd
happen only between October and February. Also, until about 10 years ago,
the numbers had reduced to a trickle, but there's been a surge in dedications
over the last three years," said one of them on condition of anonymity.

Offering girls as child brides to the Goddess had been made officially illegal
since 1984. "All it has done is make everything hush-hush and increase
corruption," he says. Brushing off any guilt, he laughs. "I'm not here to be a
social reformer and make enemies of other priests. Look at the cops, they
simply need 3500 to look the other way. They're happy, the girl's family is
happy, the temple's happy. | don't want to stick my head out to disturb that."

This desire to not disturb the status quo plays out in a cruel narrative over
400km away in the Matang settlement, off Latur's last village Mamdapur on
the Maharashtra-Karnataka border. Barely 10, Ratna stands out. Dressed in
traditional parkar-polka, there is something characteristically stylised and
acquired about her posture as she tucks into her meal.

"I dedicated her as a devdasi in January," her mother Mahadevi Arasale
says. "She eats before all of us, even the men. We don't want Yellamma to
be angry." The fiery tang of the hot brinjal curry makes the kajal in Ratna's
doe eyes run. The mother calls out to her youngest, Mallikarjuna, to fetch
some jaggery from a neighbour. Her octogenarian father-in-law Hirappa sits
outside, staring glassy-eyed through the door at the girl eating. "He spends




all the %600 he gets from the government as pension for elderly on his drink
and bidis. The son's died and left this wretch for me to take care of," Arasale
yells, slamming the tin door. "Don't stare! You'll give her an upset stomach.”

Her voice edgy and trembling, the mother of four daughters and a son
rationalizes the decision she has made for Ratna, "It's not like the old man's
earnings. | have to think of everyone." Arasale says the dedication came after
several hardships over the last five years. Landless labourers like her family
have found work increasingly hard to come by. "With successive droughts
and crop failures, rich farmers who'd otherwise vie to hire us, have lesser and
fewer days of work even as far as Narayangaon over seven hours away in
Pune district."

She still thinks of the picturesque town on the Pune-Nashik road as cursed.
That's where she had lost her husband to jaundice in 2012. "If it wasn't for
financial support from my sister Netravati in Aurangabad, | don't know how
I'd survive!

But why dedicate her own daughter?
"Netravati, who was also dedicated very young, suggested it."

The visiting elder sister spits out her paan and says, "That's right. Blame me.
I'm the bad prostitute." Unapologetic and open about her sex work, she
shakes her head. "It's all Her doing. When Mother Yellamma shuts a door,
she opens another." After it was decided that Ratna would be offered to the
goddess, a benefactor was found to fund the trip to Saundatti and to buy the
gold stone in the mangalsutra.

Both Arasale and Netravati are full of praise for Arjun Patil, the benefactor.
"Right from hiring the jeep to go to Saundatti, to sending us %1,000-1,200
every other month, he's been very generous. He even sent ear studs for Ratna
this Yugadi"

The story of desperation finds echo across the region.

The settlement of Lambani nomads outside Alur village in Osmanabad in
drought-hit Marathwada is an assortment of straw huts and shanties. An
old cow sits in the hot sun, her ribs jutting. "She can't bear calves, so there's
no milk and now, thanks to the beef ban, no one wants to buy her. Since |
can't sell the cow | had to sell my daughter Kaveri," weeps Kamalibai Nayak.
Guilt-ridden with the dedication of her daughter last October at Saundatti,
she equates it with selling. "If | go back on my word, I'll have to return nearly
320,000 to the saukar's (moneylender) who funded the dedication. That's a
lot of money. Also, it'll invite the Goddess' wrath."




Itall beganin 2011."Because of drought, we had no work. When my husband
developed a growth in the groin which needed surgery, | had to find money."
When his condition turned critical around Diwali last year, she borrowed
money from a local money lender (who works for Arjun Patil) for surgery.
He asked her to join a jogatin(middle-aged)-devdasi, called Tipamma, on a
pilgrimage to Saundatti where a deal for 11-year-old Kaveri was struck.

Unlike a shy Ratna, Kaveri won't stop talking. "I want to continue going to
school but now after the dedication in January, my mother won't let me." She
remembers it being very cold and the water in the holy tank at Saundatti being
filthy. "But my mother told me that if | didn't agree to it, I'd lose my father"
After the ritual bath, she was draped in a neem branch skirt and made to
trudge up the hill with a pot of water. "l was dressed there like a bride in new
sari and cowrie shell necklaces and the priest kept asking me to make vows. |
was scared and simply said yes to everything so that it'd be over quickly!" She
was then asked to quickly change into regular clothes and was brought back
home. "We have to keep it quiet since it can lead to police problems," points
out the mother.

Across the Karnataka border, we meet 16-year-old Renuka Mallikarjuna
outside Raichur's civil hospital, where she was brought for an STD infection.
"A client who knew he was infected beat me up when | asked him to wear a
condom. He forced himself on me and hurt me on my vagina with a blade,'
says the teen, who was dedicated five years ago. Though on a break till she
heals, she doesn't want to go home visiting her mother two hours away at
Salaguna village in Sindhanur tehsil. "She's herself a devdasi and knew what
this means. Yet she dedicated me. | was only 14 and resisted the touch of
men, fighting them off. After months of being beaten senseless, kicked in my
chest, tied spread-eagled and raped, | had to make peace with my destiny."

The story of brutality finds echo 280km away, in Mahalingpur town of
Bagalkot district. "My grandmother and mother were both devdasis and
told me to decide whether | want to be a doll in others' hands or run my life
on my own. In their view, being devdasi meant more freedom than married
women," recalls Suvarna Indugoundru, who is in her late 40s.

Articulate and vocal about livelihood issues, this strong voice of the local sex
workers' community is just back from an Ambedkar Jayanti rally in Miraj town,
100km away. "l am fed up of the condescension and patronising by Mahar
leaders. They never fail to underline how the devdasi-turned-sex workers are
Dalit and how the clientele are upper caste and ask me to work as a domestic
help instead," she points out. "When | tell them to match my earnings in sex
work and hire me as a maid in their homes, they just shut up. Upper castes just




want sex, but the moralising by Mahar leaders is often worse!" As someone
well connected with the community network, she observes, "Dedications are
going up again over the last three-four years. Unlike us, who'd never seen the
insides of a school, shockingly many of these young girls are often pulled out
of school"

According to her, the network of middlemen on the prowl has increased its
presence. "Whenever there is a calamity, they appear, knowing that this is
the best time to pick girls for brothels in Mumbai and Pune. The family gets a
pittance compared to the money they make."

About 30km away in Jamkhandi, we meet Arjun Patil for the other side of the
story. Everything from his metal-tinted glares, all-white outfit, shining Bullet
at the door and the bevy of young sidekicks in Being Human knock-offs,
screams money. His own family deity, the Goddess Bhavani of Tuljapur, does
not enjoy as much of a pride of place both in position and size as goddess
Yellamma on the wall behind him. Across the room, Ajay Devgan stares down
from a wall. "All that you see is Yellamma's blessing," says the the 35-year-old,
a class nine dropout.

The woman of the house who comes bearing plates of susheela (poha-like
preparation of puffed rice) is told to shut the door behind her and he lets Katrina
Kaif finish gyrating to Chikni Chameli on TV before continuing his boast. "This
year's Neeramanavi Yellamma jatra in January at Saundatti was exceptionally
good. | sponsored nine dedications to Yellamma.' Isn't that a lot of money? "Yes
it is. But you know, it is an investment. It'll all come back several times over.
In fact, in some cases like the fair-skinned and light-eyed Kaveri or the dusky
but sharp featured Ratna, I'm happy to give the family a little something every
month or two to keep them tied to me till they get their first period."

Once the girls reach puberty, their virginity is auctioned to local businessmen,
landlords or brothel-keepers, Patil explains matter-of-factly. While he refuses
to discuss money, he's more forthcoming when asked what happens to the
girls later. "After that, it is their destiny. Some end up becoming regular keeps
of the well-to-do till they're young and desirable. With the exception of a
rare few, later, most join the others who become prostitutes. Unless they are
smart, by the time there are in their mid-40s, most go back to begging."

Sois there no way to break this vicious cycle? The answer to that depends on
who one is talking to. "Yes," says anti-trafficking activist Shyam Kamble, who
works with the community of jogatins. "We will have to mobilise and raise
awareness about how this socio-cultural practice is yet another way for upper
caste men to sexually exploit lower-caste women"




Meena Seshu, of the National Network of Sex Workers (NNSW) who runs
SANGRAM, a grassroots health and human rights NGO for sex workers for
more than two decades, has a different view. She speaks of the need to
look deeper into systemic causes like inequitable distribution of water,
rural poverty and lack of income generation avenues. "That is causing the
distress that pushes young girls into being dedicated. Till we address those,
anti-trafficking intervention won't work." She says many women find being a
devdasi empowering. "The jogatin or devdasi enjoys all rights and privileges
patriarchy reserves for men. When they feel free like that, who are we to tell
them they are wrong?" What needs urgent addressing, according to her, is
the exploitative paradigm. "The women should get to live their lives on their
terms without someone else making money off them."

Ratna, Kaveri and Renuka would like that...

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

YOGESH PAWAR

A senior journalist and opinion leader with 22 years of collective experience
with print, web magaizine and TV journalism, Yogesh Pawar has worked for
several leading media organisations like The Indian Express, rediff.com, and
NDTV. He is currently the Deputy News Editor with the Mumbai edition of
DNA. Received LMAAGS 2015-16 — Best Feature




WITCH HUNTING: A SOCIAL MENACE

The Assam Tribune , December 15, 2014

itch hunting is a social menace in many societies. And India is no
- exception. India often equated with a mystical land of charms

and superstitions has also witnessed this phenomenon whereby
mainly women have been targeted. Centuries of profound histories has given
this land endless fables rising from every nook and corner. In places where
superstitions and vigilantism overlap and small rumors can turn deadly,
nearly 2100 people have been killed on accusation of witchcraft between
2000 and 2012 according to the newspaper Mint. If one tries to understand
this phenomenon, it has to be seen as something beyond mere superstition.
It is often a systematic gender and class discrimination. Those accused of
sorcery often come from similar backgrounds: female, poor and of a low
caste. The veil of superstition is often used to hide the real motive. The real
causes happen to be to grab her land, settle family scores, family rivalry or
to punish her for spurning the sexual advances of some powerful men. It
tends to send across a message to women—docility and domesticity is fine,
anything else like women not conforming will get punished.

Studies and observations by activists point out that such killings are more
often perpetrated by men on women whom they identify as ‘rebels’: women
who either ask for or refuse to give up their rights. According to Prabha
Jaiswal of Free Legal Committee, in many cases a woman who inherits land
from her deceased husband is asked to disown the land. If she denies, then
she is branded as a witch and then systematically denied any kinds of rights
over that land. She may even be accused of causing the death of her husband.

Witch hunting is like an infectious disease and is constantly spreading to
newer areas. As a practice it is common in central and eastern region. Such
practices are common in areas which are economically backward and there
is little or no access to education and healthcare. In such atmosphere people
tend to develop very strong belief in superstition. They explain their misery
with half baked ideas of superstition. According to the National Crime
Records Bureau, conservative statistics would put the figure of witch hunting
related murders at 175 in the year 2008 alone. There are as many as 12 states
which can be called hotbeds of witch hunt.

The reasons as mentioned above are never only superstition. It is often
a systematic targeting of women. Ojhas are more often than not bribed
to name a particular woman a witch. It seems calling a woman a witch is
the easiest way to break her. Few case studies prove it. Lata Sahu, a Dalit




woman in Raipur, Madhya Pradesh, contested the polls against the wishes
of landowning castes. She was condemned as a witch, stripped and beaten.
In another instance, Subhadra in Goalpara district of Assam, challenged the
obscurantist practices of the local ojhas. She also dared to ask for a share
in her father’s property. Her brothers and the local ojha came together to
declare her a witch and teach her a lesson.

From ancient times Assam, a north eastern state in India, has been referred to
as‘a land of magic and sorcery" Belief in evil spirits, magic, taboos and other
supernatural elements continue to be widespread, particularly among the
indigenous communities. Most indigenous communities are tribals. Two of
the communities among whom the practice of witchcraft and witch-hunting
has been most widely prevalent are the Bodos and the Adivasis. The Bodo
community, which is a big plains tribe in the State, continues to be effected
by belief in witchcraft and suffers from the menace of witch hunting. Witches
are called ‘dayna’ by Bodos.

In village communities, witchcraft often functioned essentially as a theory
of causation. When something went wrong, people tried to accuse someone
of witchcraft. Once such an accusation is made, there is a possibility that
the person can be relieved of his difficulty. Witches are often women but
there are cases of accusing men of witchcraft as well. It is also believed that
as witchcraft is difficult to detect. Such acts can only be divulged through
divination.The person to be able to identify a witch has to have certain special
powers. The Bodos believe that ojhas who also engage in the work of healing
communicate with spirits in their sleep and can hence identify a witch.

In the traditional administrative set up of villages, while there are no laws
for prosecution of women believed to be witches, village elders gather to
decide. But in such meetings nobody takes side of the woman believed to
be a witch. They often run the risk of being clubbed as a witch’s accomplice
and killed. In such one sided trials, the punishment meted out can often be
as extreme as killing. This practice, though is not legally sanctioned, enjoys
the sanction of a patriarchal village society. If not killed, in the name of curing
witches they are subjected to degrading activities like being paraded naked
in the village or forced to consume their own excreta. A public spectacle is
made of such punishment.

The practice of witchcraft is often dismissed as a tribal rusticity and yokel
behavior. But the increasing cases of women being denounced as witches
and sentenced to gory deaths point to a fact that it is no longer a tribal
practice. Assertion by women in matters of political representation, gender
equality and property rights is resulting in “witch hunts” where the victims




are often women of the weaker sections. Very often land is at the centre of
such disputes. The insecurity in the matter of land rights in general and the
increasing political participation and assertion by women have encouraged
the vested interests to brand women as witches. Brinda Karat, a Communist
Party leader, points out that the only women active in politics among the
tribal people are those aligned with the left movement. And people instead
of calling them Communists, call them witches.

While no religion categorically promotes activities like witch hunting,
all religions being inherently patriarchal could easily co-opt anti women
practices like witch hunting. It is most likely that cases of witch-killing and
persecution of women will continue as long as economic inequities and
neglect of the health care infrastructure continue. The reluctance on the
part of both the community and the law-enforcers to see the killings of
these hapless women as blatant murder points to collusion among various
elements to keep women at the lowest rung of society. To see it merely as a
tribal custom would be to ignore the various influences on tribal life, including
the political one, where the constitutional right of political participation has
the potential to bring women into public life. No community is completely
isolated at present. Rather their superstitious practices have actually been co-
opted to serve the larger purpose of curbing women’s empowerment. If such
collusion of patriarchy and religion continues, revivalism of archaic practices
and resistance to progressive development are but inevitable fallouts.

PARVIN SULTANA

Parvin Sultanais currently working as Assistant Professorin the Department
of Political Science in Pramathesh Barua College, Gauripur. She writes for a
number of Assamese and English newspapers and webzines. Her research
interest includes gender, minority rights, northeast studies etc. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Jury Appreciation Certificate
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NEWS REPORTS ON WITCH HUNTING

The Assam Tribune
Below are a series of news reports on witch hunting in Assam

GOVT INACTION TO TACKLE WITCH-HUNTING FLAYED
November 28, 2014

Xpressing serious concerns at the increasing incidents of
- superstition in the name of ‘witch-hunting, voluntary social

organisation Brothers have held the government responsible for
not giving proper attention to this issue despite the fact that it has reached
alarming proportions in far-flung pockets of the State. Bringing reference to
the recent cases of witch hunting that were widely reported in the media, the
secretary general of Brothers, Dibyajyoti Saikia said that the State apparatus
was not mobilised in most of those cases, thus missing a chance of giving a
strong message to those who resort to such acts of violence in the name of
witch hunting.

“In past two months, 15 to 20 such cases of ‘witch hunting’have been reported
in the State. Most recently, a 60-year old woman Lalita Tanti of Dhekiajuli was
declared a‘witch’in a public meeting and was asked to leave the village. The
woman was threatened for life, if she did not comply with the command of
the villagers,” said Saikia, who visited the place and organised an awareness
meeting on Thursday.

Some of the key factors that trigger such incidents include lack of awareness
about the health and property disputes. “In the incident of Lalita Tanti, her
husband’s brother accused her of
practising witchcraft, following a
property dispute nearly two years
back. What fuelled the incident was
the death of a one-and-a-half month
old boy, who was not keeping well and
was brought to Lalita for massage. A
day before the child’s death, a doctor in
Dhekiajuli referred him to Tezpur, but
his family members brought him back
to the village instead,” added Saikia.

Asserting that lack of awareness about
healthcare is the major reason behind
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such incidents, he said that after a proper awareness meeting in the presence
of NGOs operating in the area, police and district administration, the villagers
have agreed to bring her back to the village. “The Health and Social Welfare
Department of the State government have a major role to play in this regard.
The proposed-anti-superstition law must also include strict laws against those
who fuel superstitious beliefs and also take the opinions and suggestions of
the NGOs working in this field into consideration,” added Saikia.

WOMAN ACCUSED OF PRACTISING WITCHCRAFT ATTACKED
November 30, 2014

Life has changed its course for the worst within a week for Lalita Tanti of
Dhekiajuli, whoiis lying in a bed at the Guwahati Medical College and Hospital
(GMCH) with severe multiple injuries after being with a machete by a family
member on accusations of practising ‘witchcraft!

Ironically, the incident happened a day after the police had rescued and
reinstated Lalita to her village, who was made to leave the village following
a public meeting on November 25 that decided to ‘punish’ her for practising
witchcraft.

A resident of no. 1 Pirakata of Dhekiajuli, Lalita Tanti was attacked on Friday
night by her brother-in-law Maheswar Tanti, who had earlier also tried to
malign her image as a ‘witch’among the villagers. The assailant entered her
house when the two policemen deputed for her security and her husband,
were not around.“l was cooking in my kitchen, when he (Maheswar) entered
the house and started attacking me with a machete saying that he did not
have children due to my witchcraft and that | was now after his property. It
is due to his incitation that the villagers started accusing me of casting spells
and | was called in for several public meetings so that could decide on my
punishment,” a frail Lalita told The Assam Tribune.

“l worship lord Shiva and keep dreadlocks. But since the past two years, the
villagers have been accusing me of practising witchcraft. Things deteriorated
for the worse with the death of an ailing infant, who was not taken to the
doctor on time,” she added.

Superintendent of Police, Sonitpur, Sanjukta Parashar however, told this
correspondent that it was the victim’s own decision to go back to the
village, despite resistance by the police. Incidentally, on November 27, social
organization Brothers organized an awareness meeting in the village in
the presence of the circle officer and OC of Dhekiajuli police station, where
the villagers were asked not to believe such superstitions. “We have been
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following this incident since November 25 and were successful in making
them understand our point after which they accepted Lalita back to the
village. Unfortunately, due to a personal grudge and property dispute,
her family member attacked her,’ said Dibyajyoti Saikia of Brothers. The
organization has been taking care of Lalita in the GMCH by providing her
with medicines and other necessary support.

GOVT APATHY DELAYS ANTI-SUPERSTITION BILL
July 23,2015

As another gruesome incident of witch-hunting rocked Sonitpur district
recently, the much anticipated anti-superstition Bill, entangled in government
formalities, does not seem to be inching forward. The wait for an Act against
superstitions in Assam may get prolonged due to the Government’s alleged
apathy and the lack of timely intervention by the departments concerned.

Social activist Dibyajyoti Saikia, who has been engaged in campaigning
against malpractices like witch-hunting and related violence, said that if the
draft of the Anti-Superstition Bill is not sent to the Assembly before August 1,
the Bill would not be placed on the floor of the House in the next Assembly
session starting from August 10.

Saikia, who is camping at Bhimajuli in Biswanath Chariali, where a 60-year old
woman was beheaded by a mob on the allegation of practising ‘black magic;,
said the State cannot afford ignoring such incidents any further.

The supporters of the Anti-Superstition Law are pinning their hope on its
early enactment to control superstition-related violence in the State, the
major one being witch-hunting.

“Though the draft of the Bill has been prepared, it is yet to be sent to the
Assembly. Lack of swift action by the government departments concerned
may result in another setback to the proposed Act,” said Saikia, secretary
general of the voluntary organisation, Brothers, which has been leading a
campaign in favour of a strict anti-superstition law in the State. It may be
noted that States like Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand and Maharashtra have already
enacted anti-witch hunting legislations.

“Apart from bringing untold suffering to the affected people, such incidents
malign the image of the State to a great extent. Since 2001, more than 300
people have been affected by superstition-related violence in the State.
More than 180 people have been killed brutally in the name of witch-
hunting. Unfortunately, in several such incidents, the assailants take
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advantage of the illiteracy and ignorance prevalent in the backward areas
to settle personal scores,” added Saikia.

Following the intervention of the Gauhati High Court and pressure from
several social organisations, the Government of Assam prepared the draft of
the Bill that was submitted to the court early this year.

“We have been demanding an anti-superstition law in the State since 2011.
In the subsequent years, the State Government was pressurized to bring a Bill
in the Assembly. The Bill could not come up during the Budget Session of the
Assembly this year due to the Government’s apathy despite the fact that the
Chief Minister himself had assured us about introducing the law,” Saikia said.

Meanwhile, more cases of witch-hunting were reported from different parts
of the State. On July 1, a 48-year-old woman, Kave Rahangpi, was killed at
Baithalangso in Karbi Anglong.

“The State’s Education and Health departments are also to blame for such
incidents as the lack of proper awareness about medical treatment leads
to such superstitious beliefs. Students must be taught about superstitious
beliefs prevalent in the society so that the next generation develops a
rational and scientific temperament,” the activist added. The anti-superstition
draft Bill, prepared by the Assam Government, proposes punishment from
three years to life imprisonment. Apart from stricter punishment for terming
someone a ‘witch’ and inflicting physical, sexual or mental torture leading
to suicide and displacement, the Prevention of and Protection from Witch
Hunting Bill, 2015, Assam, aims to check illegal practices by quacks. It also
proposes action against negligence in investigation, formation of special
courts for trial of witch-hunting cases and free legal aid to victims.

“The provision for life imprisonment in witch-hunting cases is the strictest so
far, Baibhab Anand, a lawyer associated with the New Delhi-based Human
Rights Defence International, said. The rights group has been lobbying for a
national law to check witch-hunting as at least 12 States have the problem.

The Assam Home Department submitted the draft Bill to the Gauhati High
Court on Monday following the court’s instruction during the hearing of a
PIL. Rajeeb Kalita, a city-based lawyer, had filed the PIL in 2013, seeking an
anti-superstition law since over 130 people have died in such attacks in at
least 17 of the State’s 27 districts since 2002.

The PIL said superstition leads many to believe that “evil spells” cast on them
by others is the cause for illness, death or financial loss.

14



WITCH HUNTING: SIXTEEN SENT TO JUDICIAL CUSTODY
July 26, 2015

The State government today said that police have so far arrested 16 persons
involved in the killing of Purnima Orang, and all of them have been sent to
judicial custody.

Orang, an inhabitant of No 1 Bhimajuli village under Biswanath Chariali PS,
was killed by a group of people, who branded her a witch, on July 20, 2015.
An official statement reiterated the State government’s stand on introducing
a strong legislation to curb this menace. The statement added that the Bill in
this regard is proposed to be introduced in the summer session of the State
Legislative Assembly.

It further said that all OCs and ICs of police stations and outposts of Sonitpur
district have been instructed to take precautionary measures to prevent
recurrence of such incidents. They have also been directed to organise
meetings among different tribes and communities for spreading awareness
against witch hunting.

MAMATA MISHRA

With more than 10 years of experience in daily reporting, Mamata at
present is a Staff Reporter with The Assam Tribune, a leading English daily
of Northeastern India, Her writings cover a number of issues : disability,
women's and children's issues, social and civic concern to name a few.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best News Report.

15



IT WAS A PART OF ME...
PART OF MY WOMANHOOD...

www.sahiyo.com, January 23, 2016

have very few memories of my childhood, but one memory in
. particular stands out and haunts me to this day. Unfortunately, it'’s a

vivid, painful memory and fills me with anger when | recall it.
| was five years old when my mother and aunt took my cousin and me on an
“excursion”. | remember sitting in a car and approaching an unfamiliar block
of apartments. | was confused; | didn't know where | was and what | was
doing there. Despite my seemingly endless young imagination, | could never
have anticipated what happened to me next.

| walked into a small apartment with a cramped living room at the end of
a very short corridor. There was a dampness in the air and a slight smell
from the poor ventilation. | approached the living room and sat on the
floor. It was a warm day and | watched the net curtains of the large window
slowly move with the breeze. | had been greeted by an old lady, whose face
| can't remember. | didn’t recognise her and was confused as to why | was
currently in her apartment. | watched as she walked out of the room. | peered
inquisitively into the kitchen and caught a glimpse of her heating a knife
on the stove. | was always told to stay away from sharp knives at that age.
Knives were dangerous. | could hurt myself. | remember the open flame on
the stove and seeing the silver of the metal and the black handle of the knife
while | watched her quickly hold it over the naked flame. She approached the
living room with the knife in her hand, trying to conceal it behind her. She
approached me.

My mother asked me to remove my underwear. | remember saying no; |
didn't want a strange woman to see me without my underwear on. My
mother assured me it would be okay; | trusted her and did as she asked. The
old lady told me that she wanted to check something in my private area and
asked me to open my legs. | was so young that | wasn't scared at that time. |
was confused, but not scared. | was innocently oblivious to how invasive and
inappropriate this situation was and so | obediently did as | was told.

I remember a sharp pain. An agonising pain. A pain that | can still vividly
remember today. So intense that I still have a lump in my throat when I recall
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that moment. | instantly started sobbing, from pain, shock, confusion and
fear. My next memory is that of blood. More blood than | had ever seen,
suddenly gushing out from my most intimate area. I still didn't comprehend
what had just happened to me. | had believed that aunty when she had told
me that she was checking something. | was young and naive enough to
believe that people don't lie and this was my first encounter when | realised
that, unfortunately, the world doesn’t work like that. In so many ways | was
stripped of many things on that day. My rosy outlook on life, my childhood
innocence, my right to dictate what happens to my body and my faith in my
mother not harming me. | continued to cry, the pain was excruciating and
the sight of the blood traumatised me. | was given a sweet and comforted by
my mother. The events after that are still hazy and my next clear memory is
that of being back in the car and staring through teary eyes at the apartment
building disappear as we drove away.

Over the years | repressed this memory. There was no need to recall it. It was
never spoken about and | still remained unaware of what transpired that
day. A decade later, | was amongst some of my female friends. The topic of
Female Genital Mutilation came up, or as | was to discover that day, “khatna”,
a Bohra ritual performed on young girls. Hearing their recollections of what
had happened to them, | finally realised that this is what had happened to
me that day.

| was mutilated.

Thankfully forme, | had alucky escape.The unskilled, uneducated woman who
barbarically cut me did not cause me too much physical damage. Emotionally
and mentally, there are many repercussions. | have a deep phobia of blood
and a simmering resentment that my mother chose for this to happen to
me. Although my mother believed that she was acting in my best interest,
I struggle to come to terms with the fact that | was so barbarically violated.

It may have been just a pinch of skin, but it was a part of me, a part of my
femininity and a part of my womanhood.

MARIYA ALI

Mariya Ali is currently pursuing a Master's degree in Psychology at the
London School of Economics and Political Science. She is passionate about
ending FGC, and has been involved in various initiatives over the years to
raise awareness and end the practice. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best
Blog
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THE CUT AND THE HURT

The Week ,November 9, 2014

Mama tied a blindfold over my eyes. The next thing I felt was my flesh being cut
away. | heard the blade sawing back and forth through my skin.
Waris Dirie, in Desert Flower: The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad

autobiography. Yet she can relate to what the Somali supermodel

and actor would have gone through when she was cut. Johari, too,
was circumcised by a midwife with a razor blade at the age of seven. “l was
not given anaesthesia,” she says.”My mother ensured that only a bit on the tip
of my clitoris was cut. Still, it was painful.” She was upset with her mother but
eventually forgave her. “She got it done on me thinking it was beneficial for
me and necessary as per our tradition,” says Johari, a journalist with scroll.in.

. arefa Johari, 28, from Grant Road, Mumbai, has not read Dirie’s

Female genital mutilation (FGM) or female circumcision, according to the
World Health Organization, includes procedures that involve partial or total
removal of the external female genitalia, or injury to the female genital
organs for non-medical reasons. A recent UNICEF report states that more
than 130 million girls and women alive today have undergone FGM in 29
countries where the practice is prevalent. As many as 30 million girls are at
risk of being cut before their 15th birthday if the current trend continues.
Most survivors are from African countries, but FGM is also practised in India,
Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia and some countries in the Middle East.

FGM involves four procedures. What is practised in India is type 1, which
involves partial or total removal of the clitoris or the prepuce. The other types
of FGM include partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia minora;
narrowing of the vaginal opening; and other procedures like pricking,
piercing, incising, scraping and cauterising the genital area.

FGM, which has been outlawed in many countries as a serious violation of
human rights, is still prevalent among the Dawoodi Bohra community in India.
An educated and affluent group of people, Dawoodi Bohras are a sub-sect of
Ismaili Shias. India has a rough estimate of 5 lakh Bohras-around half of the 10
lakh-strong Bohra community in the world-spread across Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Rajasthan. Around 90 per cent of Bohri women still undergo the archaic
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ritual. Survivors of FGM, also known
as khatna among Bohris, often
compare it to rape. For Johari, who
belongs to the same community,
the response to the trauma has been
more of outright anger. She says
the intention has been to moderate
pleasure. “That is what the Bohris
have been told for years,” she says.
“Cutting is done with the objective

of subduing a girl’s sexual urges.
e N J--"""" Basically, the belief,is t.hat if.){ou
Spot of bother: A clinic where genital cutting is carried out get your d?UtherS CIrcumCISI_On
on Dhaboo street in Mumbai. done, she will not have premarital

or extramarital affairs. |1 cannot
understand why and how the community allows this to be done or how
anybody can justify this."

Johari lives with her grandparents and mother in a 98-year-old building,
which offers a panoramic view of the city. As her grandfather, who had gone
out for a walk, steps into the house, she pauses for a moment to offer him
some water and then continues the conversation. “Clitoris is the pleasure
centre of the female body. What | have learnt from gynaecologists is that the
entire area has a lot of erectile tissues. There have been many cases in India
where the entire clitoris was cut,” she says.

In India, khatna used to be carried out by traditional practitioners with no
medical training. Nafisa Lokhandwala, 58, from Kalupur in Ahmedabad,
remembers how she would assist her grandmother while she performed
khatna.Though she knows the procedure, Nafisa has never practised it. Those
who undergo khatna would be advised not to have sour food for a day or
two. But they would be given lots of lemonade. “Dadima [grandma] used to
make natural antibiotics in her kitchen,”says Lokhandwala, a BSNL employee.
She was circumcised when she was seven years old. Her granddaughter Yakut
is now five. When Nafisa told me that Yakut is four, the little one prodded her,
showed her five fingers and smiled. Two years from now, Yakut will also be
circumcised. “All Bohris get it done without fail,” says Lokhandwala.

Khatna is generally done at the age of six or seven-the age when a girl is
“old enough to remember what she went through and young enough not to
question it”, says Priya Goswami, director of A Pinch of Skin, a documentary
on genital cutting that won special mention at the 60th National Film Awards.
She says FGM is practised by Bohras settled abroad, too. “There are a lot of
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expatriate Bohras, settled in developed countries, who get their daughters
to fly back to India to undergo genital cutting,” she says. “They do have an
understanding that something is not right about it and that it is increasingly
coming under the illegal arena.”

The girl is taken for khatna under the pretext of buying an ice cream or going
to a birthday party. Dr Farida Calcuttawala still remembers how her aunt
dressed her up the day she was circumcised. “l thought something nice was
going to happen.|was told that we were going out,”she says. She was taken to
a house, which looked unhygienic, in a crowded Bohri locality and was given
something to eat. An old, fat Bohri woman cut her. “Then people suddenly
pulled me down. Whatever they had to do, they did it. It was horrible,” she
says. Usually, it is the mother who takes the girl for khatna. But Calcuttawala’s
grandmother went with her, as her mother couldn’t see her go through it.
“My dadima was an illiterate but strong-willed person. She would control all
these things. My mom didn’t have a say in it," she says.

At a clinic on a narrow street near Bhendi Bazaar in Mumbai, we met a midwife
who does genital cutting. Fragile and pale, she didn't really appear to be a
‘cutter’ “She does it at her home and in the clinic,” says the Bohri woman
who accompanied us. The midwife was tight-lipped about what went on in
the clinic, as she had been forbidden to speak about it by the doctor and the
religious heads.

On further investigations, THE WEEK found that genital cutting is also done
in premier multispeciality hospitals in metro cities. We got in touch with a
gynaecologist in a Bohri-run multispeciality hospital in Mumbai, posing as
relatives of a Hindu woman who was forced by her Bohri mother-in-law to
undergo FGM. A woman married to a Bohriis expected to undergo circumcision
in order to be considered a Bohri. “There won't be blood loss or pain. Only a
pinch of the clitoris is removed, that, too, under anaesthesia. The person has to
be in the hospital for 4-6 hours only,” says the gynaecologist.

The procedure costs ¥15,000. When | tell the gynaecologist that my friend
cannot afford it, she brings it down by ¥10,000. “The anaesthetist needs
to be paid. Then there are hospital charges. Also, we use better quality
suture so that one doesn't feel any discomfort after the procedure,” she
says. Cutting is done in the hospital on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
Khatna can be performed only after a sanction from the religious head.
“A list is given out; you are supposed to go to those doctors only,” says
Aiman Kanchwala, 30, who got cut at the age of seven.”l don't know how
the network operates or how the list is circulated. It is a well-guarded
information.”
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Rukaiya Master, 17, from Sunel, a small town in Jhalawar district in
Rajasthan, says that every Bohri girl should undergo khatna, as it is a
religious practice. She underwent it when she was seven. Islamic scholars,
however, say that there is no mention of any type of genital mutilation
in the Quran. “Religion has nothing to do with it,” says Dr Zeenat Shaukat
Ali, professor of Islamic Studies, St Xavier’s College, Mumbai, and director
of The Wisdom Foundation. “These are customary practices of certain
traditional societies in some parts of Africa, where all women were genitally
mutilated irrespective of their religion, caste or creed. Among them, there
were Muslims, too.” They continued to follow it even after migrating to
other countries. Bohris started practising it as they got converted to Islam.
The objective of the practice, says Ali, is to subdue women emotionally
and sexually. “l think when you are part of a community, you need to follow
certain practices,” says Tasneem, who runs a small boutique in Viramgam,
Guijarat. Tasneem has three daughters. The elder ones, who are now 14 and
10, underwent khatna. The younger one, at a year and a half, is too young
for it.

Unlike male circumcision, khatna is a hush-hush affair. Bohris don’t talk about
it. Some of the men in the community don’t even know that this practice
exists. “My husband came to know of it only after marriage. He was very
upset,” says Calcuttawala. “I just hate that this thing happened to me. It is
an absolute criminal act, which leaves a girl scarred for the rest of her life.
It is akin to someone cutting off your toe for no reason. How dare they cut
off a part of my body without my permission? Would you be OK with that?”
Johari says some of the people she knew had to go for therapy post marriage.
“They were not able to interact with their partners and the very thought of
someone touching them there scared them,” she says.

At the crowded Bhendi Bazaar in Mumbai, it is easy to identify Bohri women,
thanks to their colourful ridas. But there is no consensus among them on
whether to continue the practice. Most older women do not question the
practice; for them, it lies in the zone of unquestioning belief. Some are for
the practice and ensure that even their maid’s daughters get it done; others
don't believe in the practice but lack courage to speak against it. There are
mothers who haven't got it done on their daughters, but lie about it for the
fear of being ostracised.

Those who choose not to comply with the patriarchal directives
have strong reasons to do so. Genital cutting can have several health
implications. Eight-year-old Insia was taken to some dingy place and cut
a few years ago. Her grandmother told her that she ate too many berries
and thus had some growth to be removed. She could not walk for days.
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“There are girls who have gone through years of menstrual discomfort,
says a Bohri woman.

“Complications can be immediate such as shock, bleeding and infection,”
says Dr Kamini Rao, gynaecologist and medical director, Milann, The
Fertility Center, Bengaluru. “These can sometimes lead to death.” It can
also lead to sexual dysfunction, infertility, urinary problems, vaginal tears
during coitus and delivery, resulting in bleeding. “At times, bleeding can
be profuse, leading to morbidity and mortality,” says Dr Laila Dave, senior
consultant and obstetrician, Nova Specialty Hospitals, Mumbai. Some
studies indicate that women who have undergone FGM are more likely to
die during childbirth. They also have a higher risk of delivering stillborn
children.

FGM victims often complain that they don't feel attracted to men the way
their peers do. “We don't experience the same pleasure that a normal
woman would during sex. The constant burning after sex does not allow
me to enjoy it as a normal woman would. You cannot masturbate as your
clitoris becomes extremely sensitive,” says Zainab from Mumbai, who
is a marketing manager in Dubai. She says it is hard to accept that any
community can go to the extent of curbing a female’s sexual desire and
keeping it in control. “It is difficult to get over the fact that women in your
family, who have undergone and dealt with similar situations in the past,
are still willing to put their children through it, and that too well-educated
women,” she says.

Johari is worried about how much effect khatna will have on her sexual
life. Calcuttawala says it would have been easier for her to reach orgasm
if she had not undergone khatna. “Clitoris stimulation is what makes a
woman sexually excited. Khatna limits you,” says Calcuttawala, who realised
how severe the impact of genital cutting can be on one’s sexual life while
studying human anatomy as part of her MBBS course.

Dr Prakash Kothari, sexologist and founder-adviser to the World Association
for Sexology, partly agrees with Calcuttawala. “In females, clitoris is the
most reliable orgasm trigger. Most of them require additional stimulation
of the clitoris to have orgasm,” he says. Kothari has examined a few FGM
cases from Africa, based on which he suggests that the sexual problems
FGM victims complain of could be due to psychological trauma. “It was
total genital mutilation. But their desire level and orgasmic capacity were
not hampered at all. The arousal sensations were very much there,” he says.
“Female sexuality is dependent on the hormones produced by the ovaries,
which are deep inside. Whatever you do externally will not have an impact
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on your desire level.  haven't come across any particular sexual dysfunction
in FGM survivors.”

In 1991, Kothari met Hanny Lightfoot Klein, who has done several studies
on genital mutilation, at an international conference on orgasm. Klein had
interviewed girls and women in Africa and Sudan who had undergone total
genital mutilation. They had not only the clitoris but also the external vulva
chopped. But their sexual responses were intact. Kothari also clarifies that
if FGM is done with the purpose of subduing women’s sexual urges, it is
futile. “As a medical expert, | would say it is of no help. If at all, it will only
cause harm.

The Bohra community is witnessing a silent movement against khatna.
Calcuttawala has started influencing her friends against getting khatna done
on their daughters. She has decided that she will never get it done on her child.
“I' will kill the person who suggests it be done on my daughter or any other
child,” she says. Zainab says that mothers should now take a stand against
khatna. Around 15 years ago, Johari's mother, Sophie, 56, read an article by
an FGM survivor. It was an eye-opener for her. “By then, | had it done on my
daughters. | told myself to let go of it she says. Sophie says that as far as her
granddaughters are concerned, she will give the liberty to her daughters.

A Bohri activist, who goes by the name Tasleem, launched an online petition
in 2011 seeking to put an end to khatna. Tasleem, who says she did not
undergo khatna, forwarded her petition to the then Bohra high priest Dr
Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin. But she didn’t get any response. The
petition, however, sparked off heated discussions on social networking sites.
“This brutal practice has no place in a civilised world. It is not even an Islamic
ritual. It is just a barbaric African misogynist ritual that found its way into a
fairly progressive community,” writes Tasleem, in an email to THE WEEK.

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan says there is a need to review genital
cutting in the light of scientific thinking. “I would personally consider it as
absolutely inhuman and unscientific,” he says. “Human beings are a creation
of God. We should abide by nature. Whatever sensitivities we have are a part
of our self. To play with or to destroy them is not justified.” Johari knows that
a legal clampdown may not help much to put an end to genital mutilation.
For instance, FGM is still prevalent in the UK where it was banned in 1983.
Children are still being cut every summer—the‘cutting season’ Johari says that
awareness is essential to eliminate genital cutting. For the past couple of years,
she has been talking to people on a personal level. A few weeks ago, she, along
with some like-minded people, formed a small informal group. “Not all of us
are circumcised. We talk to as many Bohris as possible in an informal manner.
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We are taking a subtle approach because we don't want the community to feel
targeted or threatened. In fact, we don't want to offend anybody,” she says.

The group, which has not been named vyet, has also been trying to get an
official opinion about the practice from the religious heads so that something
more could be understood about it. “If the community leaders say, ‘let us not
follow this practice; it will stop overnight,”says Johari. Until then, she will speak
for the little ones who are unaware of what is being taken away from them.

(This i not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

MINI THOMAS

With over two decades of experience in journalism, both print and TV,
MiniThomas is at present a Senior Correspondent at The Week, Bengaluru.
Her areas of interest are public health, human rights violation and gender
justice. She has won several prestigious awards both National and
International. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Investigative Story
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BREAKING THE SILENCE CAMPAIGN

A digital action and on-ground outreach program to change behaviors around
menstrual hygiene

Chanam’s mission. Five years ago, she set out on a campaign

“Breaking The Silence” travelling from village to village to break
menstruation stigma, myths, and taboos to empower young women with
information about their bodies.

. reaking myths and taboos around menstruation has been Urmila

Using the social media platform - twitter, Facebook and YouTube -Urmila
has galvanised action and changed public perceptions regarding the ‘red
droplets’ Her first Digital Action Campaign was spread across 10 States.

The'Breaking the Silence’Campaign has raised awareness about menstruation
through web based information dissemination, setting up a hotline, and
organizing quizzes to engage both women and men with the issue. Urmila
also started the ‘My Pad Campaign’ and mobilized the donation of 10,000
sanitary pads in just one month to be distributed to girls and women in need.
Inspired by the achievements so far, Urmila has set her sights on ending
menstruation stigma in India for good.

While her ‘Breaking the Silence’ campaign uses social media to spread the
word, on the ground she reaches out through school and community based
trainings to spread accurate information on menstruation, its hygienic
management and creation of a support system for girls and women so that
periods do not interrupt school, work and aspirations.
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So far, she has trained 6,000 girls across nine States to understand that their
periods need not disempower them since it is just their biology. In most
places she visits, apart from strongly counselling women against using
harmful things to manage their periods, Urmila tells them how to clean and
reuse cloth if they cannot afford sanitary napkins.

Urmila travels to different regions, partnering with local stakeholders to
ensure that there is always someone in the state who is trained to continue
creating impact. Most of the stakeholders are civil society organizations
with established outreach mechanisms and a strong reputation in local
communities. Urmila is also exploring some less conventional partnerships-
approaching individuals in leadership positions, recruiting a popular rock
band AJ as a brand ambassador, and even working with regiments in the
Indian army.

URMILA CHANAM

Urmila Chanam, ajournalist/columnist hailing from the north-east state of Manipur
,is a public health expert and Founder of 'Breaking the Silence' Campaign which
is a combination of a digital action campaign and on-ground outreach program to
end myths, taboos and stigma around menstruation,. She is also the Ambassador
of World Pulse, the largest social network of women leaders connecting 190
countries. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-14- Best Social Media Campaign
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AS UK TENNIS PLAYER BREAKS SILENCE ON
MENSTRUATION, INDIAN SPORTSWOMEN SPEAK OUT ON
TABOO SUBJECT

www.scroll.in, February 7, 2015

In India, girls almost never talk to their coaches about period problems.

round of the Australian Open last month. In an interview after the
match, while discussing her admittedly poor performance, she
spoke about feeling dizzy and nauseous on the court and took the sporting
world by surprise: “l think it's just one of these things that | have, girl things.
It just happens.”

. ritish tennis player Heather Watson crashed out in the very first

Watson’s reference to “girl things” broke an unofficial code almost no
sportswoman had breached before — talking about menstruation in public.
Since then, several athletes have opened up about it in British media, debating
how much periods affect performance. Some spoke of taking contraceptive
pills to delay menstrual cycles for important match days. Some discussed
the pain and cramps that slowed them down. Even former tennis champion
Martina Navratilova spoke up: “It sounds like an excuse but for women it is a
reality...You don't want to use it as an excuse but it can affect some playersin a
big way!" If period talk has been a taboo in England, it is even more so in India.

In a country where menstrual blood is widely considered impure and
inauspicious and barely 12% of women have access to sanitary napkins, how
do sportswomen in physically demanding sports deal with menstruation and
its taboos? How much do periods impact their games?
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‘1 LOST COMPETITIONS’

Anju Bobby George, India’s long jump
champion from Kerala, won three
golds, two silvers and two bronzes
at major international competitions
between 2002 and 2007. And she is
convinced she could have added two
more medals to her kitty if it had not
been for menstruation.

“Ilost two big long jump competitions
because of it, but could never tell
anyone that," said George in a phone
interview with Scroll.in.

At the 2002 Indo-World Championships, George got her period just before
her event and suffered from cramps and weakness. She ended up finishing
seventh. The same thing happened at the 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth
Games, when George finished fourth, just 2 centimetres short of getting a
medal. “l was in top form in every other way, but the period made me feel
weaker and there was nothing | could do about it,” said George. “After the
events, many people criticised my performance but this is not something |
could ever tell them.”

Menstrual cramps, pain and weakness do not affect all women in the same
way, and several sportswomen are not particularly hampered by their periods.
For the many who do have a tough time at the start of their menstrual cycles,
the bigger challenge is often dealing with male coaches in a culture where
the ‘P’ word is not uttered openly.

‘I FIRED A COACH’

In India, young girls training in sports academies almost never talk to their
coaches about period problems, says retired marathon champion Sunita
Godara. Coaches often tend to be men, so if trainees suffer from severe
menstrual pain, they typically convey it by saying, “Sir, aaj tabiyet theek nahi
hai” (I am not feeling well today).

“Coaches are usually understanding enough and give the girls lighter
training on those days, but some coaches just don't get it — they are either
ignorant or not gender sensitive,” said Godara, an Arjuna awardee who
was the first Indian to win a world-class marathon in 1990.“Such coaches
insist on heavy workouts, which are not advised on the first two days of
one’s period.”
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In contrast, the British hockey team is expected to email period dates to their
coach every month so that training schedules can be adjusted accordingly.
Godara now runs the HFT Taekwondo Academy in Delhi, where she took the
extreme measure of firing a coach two months ago because of this reason.

“I had been receiving several complaints from girls that the coach did not
understand what they meant by feeling ‘unwell}” said Godara. “He would
force them to train rigorously even on those days, so | eventually expelled
him.”

Godara’s case is a baffling example of the severe silence around menstruation:
she admits that none of the taeskwondo students directly told the coach
about their periods and, ironically, the coach was never told the real reason
for losing his job.

“I also gave him some other reason for expelling him,” she said. “Openly
talking about periods is definitely a taboo.”

‘' WOULD WEAR EXTRA PADS’

Sportswomen, who are used to intense physical training, don't really see
period problems as an impediment or an excuse for poor performance, but
they do believe it is important to have a sensitive coach.

“We work hard and are used to a lot of pain during training and competition,
so | definitely think we can handle having to deal with having a period...|
think it's the equation you share with your coaches,” said squash champion
Joshana Chinappa. She tells her coach if she feels weak during a period only
on rare occasions, if she thinks it affects her performance during training.“In
a match you just have to deal with it.”

Taking contraceptive pills to delay periods before important tournaments is not
a common practice in India, with most sportswomen wary about the side effects.
“Such pills can affect both performance and health,” said Anju Bobby George.

Mountaineer Santosh Yadav, who became the first woman to conquer Mount
Everest twice (in 1992 and 1993), found menstruation challenging not
because it can be physically draining but because of logistics.

“I have often been the only woman in the team on mountain expeditions,
where we would have no toilets for days,” said Yadav, who still made sure her
colleagues never found out if she was on her period.“l would often wear extra
[sanitary pads] at the same time so that I could climb long hours without
staining””
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‘WE NEED EDUCATION’
Awareness about menstruation is low across India, and several young women
enter sports without adequate knowledge about its physiology, says Godara.

On the first day of one’s period, she says, the body is usually heavy, a time
when athletes should ideally stick to light exercises. By the end of the second
day, the body starts to get lighter, and on the third day, trainees can resume
regular workouts.

“I try to advice my students about this, but it is the duty of sports institutes
and doctors to educate young women,” said Godara.

Coaches, too, need the same education. “Many coaches don't understand
that periods affect different women in different ways,” said Vandana Rao, a
former athlete and Arjuna award winner who always suffered from severe
menstrual cramps and had to take medication to be able to compete in the
1986 Asian Games.“Luckily | had a very considerate coach and | did well in the
tournament, but many coaches need to be sensitised.”

AAREFA JOHARI

Aarefa Johari a Mumbai-based journalist and activist began her career as a
reporter and features writer at Hindustan Times, covering communities, culture,
urban development and gender and is now with Scroll.in. Aarefa is also the
co-founder of Sahiyo, a non-profit advocacy organisation working to end the
practice of Female Genital Cutting among the Dawoodi Bohras and other Asian
communities. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Jury Appreciation Certificate




GENDER BIAS THAT’S LEAVING GIRLS TO DIE

Mumbai Mirror, March 6, 2016

Docs every week encounter moms abandoned by their families for daring to
continue daughters' treatment.

father in front of the medical staff at the Tata Memorial Hospital

in Parel, when she pleaded that her four-year-old daughter Munni
Yadav's treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia (a type of blood cancer)
shouldn't be discontinued. She failed to persuade him and the girl was
taken back to her village. Three months later, the woman walked out on her
husband and inlaws and returned to the hospital with Munni, but the cancer
had spread rapidly. Munni died on February 15 this year.

. n September last year, a woman from Bihar was abused by her

Munni and her mother's struggle is just another example in the larger picture
of gender bias in cancer treatment, which is prevalent not only in the rural
areas but also in major cities such as Mumbai. Almost every month, the Tata
Memorial Hospital sees several women who have been abandoned by their
families only because they attempted to get their daughters treated.

The statistics compiled by the hospital's oncology department give a clear
indication about gender bias when it comes to cancer treatment. As per
these statistics, in 2013, 1,110 boys were administered chemotherapy at the
hospital, while the number of girls stood at 516. The following year, 1,126
boys were brought to the hospital compared to 507 girls, and in 2015, the
number of boys stood at 1,216 as against 621 girls (see box).
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boys and girls was almost the same
(4.9% and 4.51% respectively).

"It is definitely not that the
incidences of cancer among boys
are higher compared to girls. The
less number of girls being brought
into the hospital is a direct evidence
of gender bias," Dr Shripad Banavali,
head of paediatric and medical
oncology, said. "Some parents will
blatantly say, 'ladki hai, uska ilaaj
karke kya fayda, while some will beat
around the bush citing various problems such as shortage of money and lack of
accommodation," he added.

Citing an example of an obvious gender bias in treatment, Banavali said,
"About four years ago, | met a couple who refused to treat their two-year-old
girl suffering from kidney cancer even though the cure rate is as high as 90%.
They said that even if she got cured, no-one will marry her as she will be left
with only one kidney." The doctor added that retinoblastoma (tumour in the
retina) is another cancer where parents often refuse treatment citing no-one
will marry their girls because the effected eye has to be removed.

Social workers associated with the Tata Memorial Hospital said that
families have been reluctant to get their girls treated even when funds
have been arranged. A social worker recalled a case of a 14-year-old girl
from Maharashtra's Buldhana district, who was suffering from osteogenic
sarcoma, a type of bone cancer, and required surgery. "We got donors to fund
the treatment, but her father refused to get the girl treated, and dragged the
mother and daughter back home.!" The girl died on September 19, 2015.

MOTHERS FIGHT BACK

In several cases, it has come to light that the mother has chosen to walk out
on her husband to get her daughter treated. One such example is that of
Shabana Shaikh, who chose to not return to her marital home in Manchar
village near Pune, after her husband Firoze refused to get their four-year-old
daughter Sabrin treated for Burkitt's lymphoma, a cancer common among
children in Central Africa.

ImPaCCT Foundation, aninitiative by the Tata Memorial Hospital that supports
treatment of the poor pediatric patients through donors, has been funding
Sabrin's treatment entirely, apart from accommodation and nutrition.
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"My husband said that Sabrin should be left to die. When | decided to take her
to Mumbai, he threw me out of the house along with my other children," said
Shabana, who travelled outside her village for the first time along with Sabrin
and two sons, aged seven and four. "She is my child, why wouldn't I help her,"
Shabana said, adding that she had been disowned by her brother as well. "He
too did not see any logic in saving a girl. My boys will leave me but | know
my daughter will be there for me," she said. Sabrin has been under treatment
since May last year and will need another month of chemotherapy.

Shalini Jatia, secretary of ImPaCCT Foundation, said that apart from financial
constraints and accommodation, there is a belief that cancers are not curable,
and that is one of the main reasons for not commencing treatment. "In cases
of gender bias, most parents often cite the first three reasons but there
are some cases where the parents blatantly state that they don't want to
continue the treatment as their child is a girl," Jatia said, lamenting that when
social workers contact the parents to follow up on such cases, they often get
angry, don't respond, or change their phone numbers.

A SUCCESSFUL FIGHTBACK

Ten years ago, Shanti Shah walked out on her husband and his family in
Kathmandu, Nepal, to give her daughter Sahara a chance to survive. Sahara,
then just two years old, had been diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic
leukemia, a type of blood cancer, but Shanti's in-laws didn't want her to
undergo treatment because she was a girl. Shanti admitted Sahara to the Tata
Memorial Hospital in Parel, and the completely cured girl and her mother
now reside in Ambernath. Shanti recalled that her in-laws had warned her
against returning home.

"The discrimination was obvious from the time Sahara was born. My in-laws
were indifferent towards her. At times, there were conversations in the house
about how they don't have anyone to take the family legacy forward," Shanti
said, adding with pride that Sahara, who has been cancer-free since 2009,
loves to dance and aspires to become an actress. "It was like a part of me
was unwell. | couldn't see her suffering," Shanti said, adding that her Kuwait-
based husband never bothered to check on them.

JYOTI SHELAR
Jyoti Shelar is a journalist with The Hindu and her primary focus is
healthcare. She often writes on communities and related trends. She has
over eleven years of experience in reporting. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-
16- News report
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Ly FFRevest ewar Hemews 2mIGs oLNG)o6T SHienewT HHHMS.

Sheng IUTL_Feow LS5 YT THsssmS5 Caugmiss STiiaiLf
FOPSHHEN S 2 GUSHLD CLPCLPGUSLD HL_L_eDLOLIGLITLD 6T6HT LIS HIT 6T 0oL NG)LOGHT
QlLiewer s6ir @& (Lpaflei @)evds& . GlLievT Fair Lig @Q)bSwimailed pL_GsLILIEILD
QDT SG QUGT(LPDF@EH G SHiey HTent Gou et (B 6L el 6v
2 uNFep&Fr s 0oL N0 9yewLoLILi6HT (Q)evd@& @)eTmy QbSO LIGHT FHaT
@aIGleuT(Heu(hSHEGLD P GHenau.

(This i not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

SUGITHA

A Special Correspondent with Kalaignar TV, Sugitha works both in Print and
electronic media.She hosts talk shows/debates on various social issues.She
also has a book of poems and essays to her credit. Recipient of LMAAGS
2014-15- Best Feature
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BADILO METTELA SAVVADI
THE TINKLE OF TOE RINGS IN THE SCHOOL

CHANNEL: ABN ANDHRAJYOTI

seasonal migration to Mumbai and other cities is common during
the dry season. The feature Badilo Mettela Savvadi exposes the link
between seasonal migration and child marriages in the region.

. ahbubnagar, is a drought prone district in Telangana State and

The feature highlights the data that about 12 lakh people from the district
migrate to Mumbai, Hyderabad and other cities every year, leaving their
families behind. Leaving young adolescent girls in the village is often not
considered a safe option by many parents. Consequently, many parents
perform the marriages of their daughters before their seasonal migration.

It is estimated that about 125 minor girls got married in 2015 and around
90 child marriages were averted by the joint action of Integrated Child
Development Authority (ICDA) and Child Line. Child marriages force girls to
discontinue schooling and this is reflected in the poor literacy rate of 56.65 per
cent in the district. In 15 backward Mandals of the district, the literacy rate is
lower than 50%. Gattu Mandal is notorious for child marriages with a literacy
rate of 34.45.

Badi lo Mettela Savvadi focuses on the government school at Maddur Mandal
headquarters which has a large number of married adolescent girls, who
are over burdened with the responsibilities of adult women. Manga, a 9th
standard student says that she got married when she was in 8th standard.
“My father forcibly convinced me to marry during our summer holidays when
I was 14. Now, | have to wake up early, not for study purpose or revision of
lessons but, to do all the work at my in-laws house followed by cooking.
After completing the work, | come to school. But | am unable to focus on my
studies due to tiredness after all the work at home"”

Bheemamma, a 10th standard student says that she lost her mother in
childhood and her father forced her to marry a relative. “Even today parents
consider a girl child a burden and try to reduce their burden by marrying
her off in childhood. Most girls oppose the underage marriages, but, they
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are silenced with violence and made to bow their heads before the grooms”.
While the other children keep playing during the break period and sports
period, the married adolescent girls sporting the mangal sutras and toe rings
(symbols of marriage) are lost in their thoughts and worries of adulthood.
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ANTARANI BATUKAMMA

Untouchable Batukamma
CHANNEL: ABN ANDHRAJYOTI

ntarani Batukamma looks at the conflation of caste, gender and
. politics in the celebration of the annual Flower Festival of Telengana,

Batukamma.
While Batukamma has it's roots as the festival of the Dalits and the lower
castes, the folklore says that they lost the right to celebrate it due to a mishap
that happened long ago while celebrating it, attracting the anger of the
Goddess. Thereafter, the festival was appropriated and celebrated by the
higher castes alone.

The political movement for separate Telengana brought the people together,
projecting Batukamma as the cultural identity and state festival of Telangana.
Celebration of Batukamma was used to bring all the sections of the society
together including the lower castes and dalits, who were asked to celebrate
Batukamma festival with great fervor.

However, after the formation of the Telengana State, the social divisions are
back in place and once again the lower caste and dalit women are being
denied the freedom to celebrate Batukamma. So much so that this division
is practiced within the Secretariat Employees Association's celebrations. It is
inspite of the fact that the State Government grants 10 crore every year for
celebrating the state festival.

CHANDU THULASI

With over 10 years of experience in journalism Chandu Thulasi’s passion is
field reporting. She has done a number of special ground reports on issues
related to women and children. She is currently working with the news
channel ABN Andhrajyoti. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Investigative
Story
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LGBTO+

In the past few years the LGBTQ+ issues have been brought into the public
domain due to the momentum being gained by the LGBTQ+ movement.
While there has been a positive acknowledgement of the transgender
person's and their rights by the judiciary and governments, the homophobia
and transphobia continue to hold strong with section 377 treating alternate
sexuality as a crime. We have here a selection of articles that look at LGBTQ+
issues from diverse perspectives.

Amrita Nandy writes about the range of genders and sexualities and questions
the logic of giving legal rights to transgender persons, while criminalizing
homosexuality. She argues that the fluidity of genders and sexualities, in
fact, makes the separation of the rights of transgendered persons from
the LGBTQ+ community untenable and is a reflection of the deep rooted
homophobia and heteronormative values of our society.

The violence against LGBTQ+ community also stems from the same
power equations that promote violence against women. Vulnerability,
disempowerment and deprivation make them the targets of extreme forms
of sexual violence and exploitation. Annam Suresh documents the lives of
the ‘Laundas; the transgender boys who dance at weddings and the sexual
violence that they are subjected to by men, the exploitation by the band
masters and the response of the system to their plight.

Equally important are the power equations within the LGBTQ+ movement.
Speaking about the privileged and entitled upper caste leaders in the
movement, Moulee says there is a need to acknowledge and give voice to
the experiences of the dalits within the community.

Sindhuvasini highlights the dilemmas faced by the celebrity gay men
who come out of the closet. Responding to Karan Johar's comment, at a
literature festival, condemning Section 377 and demanding for a life free of
discrimination across genders and sexualities. Sindhu critiques Karan Johar's
films that mock LGBTQ+ persons thus deepening the stereotypes community.

On a different note the photo feature ‘Bishesh Glam- A World Within A
World’ features the ‘Nupi Maanbi ‘transgender community of Manipur which
occupies an important position in the beauty industry with many of them
excelling in the feminine skills of beauty care. The photo feature captures
transwomen in action, accompanied by a narrative that captures their
journey, dreams and aspirations.

Exhilarating and insightful, the above selection of articles give us a
peek into the experiences, challenges and triumphs of the LGBTQ+
communities,educating and enlightening us about the multi-dimensionality
of genders and sexualities.



TICKING OUTSIDE THE BOX

The Indian Express, September 17, 2014

Centre must grasp the differences and overlaps between LGB and T identities.

t long last, the transgendered, among our most persecuted
communities, are poised to access their fundamental human
rights, thanks to the April 2014 ruling of the Supreme Court, which

directed the government to officially recognise and empower them. This is
great news, but only so far.

The government has now put a spoke in the wheel, objecting to the court’s
broad use of the term transgender. Apparently, at one point, the ruling
suggests that “transgender” includes the L, G and B of LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender), the alphabetical tent that holds together a diverse
spectrum of sexual and gender orientations. However, by the end of the same
paragraph, the judgment clearly states: “while dealing with the present issue
we are not concerned with this aforesaid wider meaning of the expression
transgender”. Why then has the government engaged in such superfluous
finger-pointing? In seeking an unambiguous interpretation for inherently
ambiguous practices, it reveals its prejudice. Is it miffed at the imagined
inclusion of homosexuals, a community that its conservative side has no
truck with? The government should revisit the essence of the judgment, but
only after it acquires a nuanced understanding of the differences, overlaps
and similarities between the transgender and homosexual identities.

On the subject of differences, transgenderism and homosexuality cannot
always be collapsed under a singular, homogenising label. Simply put, gay,
lesbian and bisexual are variations in sexual orientation. The transgendered
represent a dissonance between one’s assigned and chosen gender identity.
Unlike homosexuals, transgender individuals often experience gender
dysphoria. For some, this takes the form of acute body dysphoria, making
them undergo sex reassignment surgeries to alter the physical appearance
of their bodies, besides long-term hormonal therapies and so on. For a
majority of transgender individuals who do not redesign their bodies, life can
be harrowing, especially in transphobic cultures. This is best personified by
the familiar and most visible transgender person: the hijra. Ostracised and
exploited, hijras are denied fundamental rights and opportunities, such as
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education and livelihood, and thus are compelled to beg or extort money.
A transgendered individual may be heterosexual, and seek rights such as
marriage, adoption and so on. In contrast, the issue of marriage has left the
global homosexual community divided, with many refusing to replicate the
patriarchal, heteronormative marriage. Therefore, practically and politically,
the needs, struggles and challenges of the transgendered are unique and
cannot always be aligned with the homosexual community.

But the transgendered may not always be totally distinct from the
homosexual: there are overlaps. In the application presented by the ministry
of social justice and empowerment, the government defines “transgender”
as “all persons whose own sense of gender does not match with the gender
assigned to them at birth. They will include trans-men and trans-women
(whether or not they have undergone sex reassignment surgery or hormonal
treatment or laser therapy etc), gender queers and a number of socio-
cultural identities, such as kinnars, hijras, aravanis, jogtas etc” While this is
an inclusive definition, it does not cover the overlaps. In an imaginary Venn
diagram depicting the two sets of identities (transgender and homosexual),
a trans-woman in a lesbian relationship exemplifies an overlap. In fact, the
government’s application itself recognises this complexity — “it may be
possible for some transgender persons to also be gay, lesbian or bisexual”.
Since all transgender people are not “straight”, how will the government fit
the homosexual-transgender in an unambiguous policy?

Nonetheless, this hyphenated identity does not always convey political
kinship. There is common ground between L, G, B and T that, despite their
differences, bands them together not just in letter (literally), but also in spirit.
Personally, the transgendered and homosexual face harassment. Socially,
they are seen as deviant and are discriminated against. Politically, they
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ride the same bandwagon as allies in a broad coalition against pervasive
heteronormativity and sexism.

In this context, the government’s response is unsettling, to begin with. If it is
concerned about semantics, why not object to “third gender’, a term based
on the dated assumption that gender is a binary, not a spectrum? Second, it
is lopsided: it supports self-determination of gender but rejects the right to
choose one’s sexuality. Just as gender cannot be assigned to others, sexual
identity cannot be marked conclusively. Gender and sexuality are textured
and dynamic, elusive of our attempts to neaten, flatten and box. Perhaps they
are best understood as multiple and conflictual. Yet, awed and bullied by the
master-narrative of heteronormativity, our gender-sexuality orientations
often stay in place, performing their “straight” scripts.

DR. AMRITA NANDY

Dr Amrita Nandy is a researcher and writer whose work spans issues of
gender, rights and culture. She has written for a range of Indian and
International dailies and magazines and published papers in international
books and journals. Her forthcoming book is on choice and motherhood.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Op-Ed
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SINDHUVASINI

Coming from Uttar Pradesh and having faced problems related to gender
discrimination, Sindhuvasini is a young media professional striving to
bring about a change by voicing her opinions and raising awareness by
consistently writing on issues concerning mental health, women and
sexual minorities. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Blog




DEAR SAVARNA QUEER MEN, LET’S TALK ABOUT CASTEISM
WITHIN OUR MOVEMENT

The News Minute, June 16, 2016

Remember, it's your caste preference that makes you choose that Mylapore
vegetarian hotel for your queer meet-up.

and relationship to the world. Our society is built on the norms

of heterosexuality, that's why we have Gay Pride March and not
straight pride march. From time to time | do hear someone insist that they
need straight pride march saying that queer people push their ‘gay’ agenda
and the queer mafia threatens the supposedly straight world. The queer
community has learnt to laugh it off. We are unapologetic about wearing
our sexuality on our sleeves. We are normalizing the world by queering it. In
India we are still in early stages. But we will soon be there, because the queer
community has no qualms about fighting for our civil rights.

. eterosexual privilege allows a person to not hide their sexuality

But when | walk shoulder to shoulder with my fellow queer people, fighting
for our rights, | am being oppressed by queer comrades on different fronts.
The oppression is blatant, subtle, behind my back and violent. But | am
not allowed to talk about it. Because in the queer world and in the queer
movement in India, | am allowed to only carry my queer identity. | am allowed
to talk only about the discrimination | face for being a gay man. Because the
oppressors are them - straight people. The few straight allies in the discussion
are tuned in and sensitized to the extent that they feel guilty when we talk
about the homophobia in society. They don’t feel uncomfortable in our safe
spaces when we talk about the discrimination.

The queer community and its allies acknowledge heterosexual privilege,
and cis-man privilege. But why do we have problem acknowledging caste
privilege? The queer community has come a long way from defending
ourselves from people who called us unnatural, deviant and perverts. We
no longer defend ourselves on these fronts. We demand our civil rights, the
human dignity that we are entitled to. But the sad thing is, the anti-caste
movement — which is older than the coining of the term LGBT - still struggles
with basic questions of caste. This is something that we must learn from
our straight allies who do a good job of acknowledging their heterosexual
privilege. But savarna people within the queer movement have a hard time
acknowledging their own caste privilege.
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The queer community, which is dominated by savarna cis-men, provides
lip service to the acknowledgement of caste within the community. But the
problem is that savarna people act as voices of the oppressed. Appropriation
of voices is also a form of discrimination and violence. If a savarna person
wants to talk about caste, the first step is to acknowledge your privilege;
then to talk about the kind of oppression that you make people like me
to endure. Unless you realize this, you cannot talk against caste and about
intersectionality. If | am allowed to talk about the discrimination | face as a
gay man, | am equally entitled to talk about the discrimination that | face as a
Dalit-Bahujan person. | don’t want you to talk about my experiences. Because
you have not experienced what it is to be a Dalit-Bahujan. It is my experience
and | will share it.

The queer space across India is dominated by savarna cis-gay-men. Some of
them are in lavender heterosexual marriages, reaping additional privilege
from the heterosexual world. Do not say caste is a thing of the past. Listen
to our stories. Listen to us when we point out how you bring your caste
preferences within the queer movement. Do not play the victim when we
point out your privilege. Do not say ‘not-all-upper castes.... Do not say that
you are helpless because you were born into that‘unfortunate’ caste - you still
carry your caste privilege.

Do not say you are casteless - that is offensive. When you plan a queer
meet-up at that vegetarian hotel in Mylapore, remember that it is your
caste preference that makes you choose that hotel. And do not think we are
demonizing you when we point out your privilege based on the choices you
make. And if you feel uncomfortable, it most likely means that you haven't
acknowledged how your privilege benefits you. Learn from our straight allies
on how to acknowledge privilege.
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For long, the queer identity was built around shame. We know how it feels
like to hide our sexuality. We know how it feels to lie about our relationship.
| was naive enough to think that every queer person - savarna included -
would understand how it is to live with the Dalit-Bahujan identity that has
been built around shame.

The queer movement is not organized in India. But savarna men dominate
it through their savarna social capital, and NGOs. There is a calculated power
structure and dominance by these individuals in the queer scene. Those of us
who fight our way to share our experiences as Dalit-Bahujan individuals in the
queer community are shunned, ridiculed and ignored. A Tam-Brahm ‘equal-
rights’ activist from Mumbai mocked the three Dalit queer persons who asserted
their Dalit identity at the Delhi Queer Pride parade last year. The ‘activist’ mimed
that the Dalit persons sharing their experiences on stage were mad.

Early this year a Brahmin gay activist blatantly told me that the queer
community in Chennai is not ready to deal with caste issues within. It was
then that | realized the mistake | made two years ago by suggesting that
the Chennai Rainbow Pride March name in Tamil be changed from Vaanavil
Perani (rainbow parade) to Vaanavil Suyamariyathai Perani (Rainbow Self-
respect* Parade). We had a discussion and formally changed it. Today we
have Suyamariyathai in name, but without being true to the ideology.

Savarna queer activists and individuals must understand that it is not just
their voices that need to be heard. They are not the sole representatives of the
diverse queer community. Stop antagonizing those of us when we criticize
how a few savarna men and their NGOs are hijacking the current queer
movement. It is a shame that | have to say this, but Dalit-Bahujan individuals
are as much a part of the queer movement. Our stories and experiences -
both within the queer community and outside - need to be shared. We are
unapologetic about asserting our oppressed caste identity as much as we
assert out sexual and gender identity. We will call you out when you oppress
us. And that doesn’t mean we are diverging ‘our’ queer movement. We are
just steering it towards the right direction.

MOULEE

Moulee is a gay activist based in Chennai. He chronicles diverse facets
of the queer movement. He currently works in the IT industry where
he focuses on inclusion of queer individuals at workplace. The above
article appeared in a special edion of www.thenewsminute.com
a web magazine that recieved the LMAAGS 2015-16
Best Web Special Edition.
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BISHESH GLAM — A WORLD WITHIN A WORLD

www.pointblank7.com, March 3, 2014

Bishesh Glam

Bishesh Glam, located in a busy corner in Keishamphat in Imphal West,
Manipur is just about two years old.

The salon run by Bishesh Huirem, a well known male-to-female transgender,
however, has changed the lives of many Nupi Maanbis (one who looks like a
woman).

Nupi Maanbis or the transgenders
of Manipur form a unique
group in this hilly state. Like
the transgenders in the rest of
the country, they have faced
discrimination of various kinds in
the state.

Laifungbam  Roy, president,
Centre for Organisation Research
&Education (CORE) , which has
been working with the LGBTSs, in
the state since the 1990's, says the
root cause for the discrimination
against the “otherly gendered” is
patriarchy.

Bishesh Huirem is one of the first Transgenders’ who acted
as Transgender character heroine in Manipuri films.

50



“Perpetrators of this form of discrimination range from close family members,
acquaintances and government agencies and their personnel. This is mainly
due to ingrained patriarchal values,” says Roy.

Pandum, another friend, getting a facial
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Pandum is a Shumang Leela artiste herself

Huirem, 24, who also enacts the female parts in “Shumang Leelas” (the
traditional courtyard theatre of Manipur), says her family was dead set
against her transitioning in the beginning.

“In the beginning, my love for girly things often resulted in a beating from my
strictfather. SometimesIwould be locked up inside my room to be “straightened”
out. My brother would often punish me for being too “effeminate,” says Huirem.

Life, took a turn for the better after she went for her higher education outside
the state in 2006. Huirem, a graduate from Garden City College, Bangalore in
Fashion & Apparel Design believes education is the key to a better life.

The experience of running “Touch and Glow”; a beauty salon, near her campus
with another fellow Transgender from the state, Robert Naorem, came in
handy while setting up her own establishment, Bishesh Glam, in 2011.

She says she was lucky to have her elder sister’s backing who provided her
with %3 lakhs to open her business, but most of her kind are less fortunate
as they are often doubly discriminated on account of their gender and
education.
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Most of them (her employees)
come from the poorer strata
of the society. Most of them
are school drop-outs.

“So, when | opened my business, | gave them fares (around Rs 50) everyday so
that they can come and train under me to become beauticians or hairdressers.
Now they can at least support themselves financially,” says the five times winner
of Miss Transgender Manipur.

The salon, which on an average sees 15-20 footfalls a day, earns some
¥ 20,000 a month. However, business peaks up during the wedding season
as they are in huge demand and are generally booked for three or more
sessions a day. A bridal makeup artist usually charges 315,000 per session,
out of which half of the amount goes to the proprietor of the salon.

Thoibi, 18, a young intern at Bishesh Glam describes the salon as a lifeline. The
teenager who prefers to go by the name “Thoibi” named after the legendary
Moirang princess was born as “Salman Khan” to an impoverished “Meitei
Pangal” family (indigenous Muslim) of Manipur.

“She (Huirem) has been like a
mother and sister to me. If not
for her | could not even imagine
where | would have been. She
took me in. | was estranged
from my parents due to my
gender identity crisis,” says
Thoibi.

Thoibi, the young intern

In fact the beauty industry in Imphal is driven by the Trans women. More than
half of the state capital’s salons are run by them. Apart, from giving them a
viable means of employment it also confers upon them some sort of social
acceptance.
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Pandum and Somorjit,Bishesh's friends in a photoshoot On the day of Diwali

Kenand Brahmacharymayum, (18), an employee of the Salon says working in
beauty related field gives them twin benefits.

“We are more comfortable in this (fashion) field. We can also explore our
feminine side too,” says Brahmacharymayum.

Kenand Brahmacharymayum,an intern in Bishesh’s parlour, with a customer

Huirem, who also plans to launch a proper fashion school in the near future,
says as of 9 September she has extended her expertise and training module
to include “normal” females apart from Trans women.

The Former Miss Transgender Manipur who idolizes Mother Theresa says
that though she and her kind have faced discriminations on account of their
gender, but “Bishesh Institute of Fashion and Beauty” will take in everybody
sans discrimination.

“Anybody can join my school. Gender no bar,” added Huirem.

SIDDHARTH HAOBIJAM

Siddharth is an independent photo journalist documenting the various
social and cultural issues of Manipur — a detailed documentation of the
transgenders of Manipur, traditional priests of Manipur etc to name a few.
He currently heads a media organization Yeng Minna Si Media. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2013-14- Best Photo Feature
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OF ANKLETS AND SHACKLES

Fountain Ink, October 8, 2014

he laundas in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are a part of tradition at
. marriages and other events, but they carry with them a history of

exploitation and sexual violence.
It's a long-standing tradition in small town and rural cow belt India. Few
weddings or celebrations are considered complete without night-long
song-and-dance events. But it’s a practice that hides a world of pain, shame
and sexual violence. Yet its popularity continues to grow as more and more
families flaunt it as a sign of affluence and virile decadence.

In the wee hours, after everyone had gone to bed, they would dress up in
the saris and skirts they had stolen from home, imagining themselves to
be actresses romancing handsome heroes. Born as boys, but different from
them, they had no one to turn to and nowhere to go.

As a young boy, Santosh had run away from home with two older boys
who were having similar problems with their families—abuse and violence
because they behaved like girls, preferring feminine dances and games to
more masculine pastimes. They worked in a roadside dhaba, washing dishes
and doing odd jobs in return for food and shelter. They also provided sexual
services to drivers who stopped by.

At six, Santosh’s favourite clothes had come from his mother’s and sister’s
wardrobes. He loved draping his mother’s chunni, wearing his sister’s skirts
and bangles, playing with her toys and dancing to Bollywood songs. His
grandmother often teased him, calling him Santoshi. “Your mother prayed
to Ma Santoshi and observed fasts for a son—but the Goddess has given
us another daughter instead of a son.” At the age of six, it seemed okay.
Family and friends even thought it cute; no function was celebrated without
Santosh’s impromptu dances.

But no one thought it cute when at 10, Santosh continued to wear his
sister’s clothes and jewellery and danced to songs made famous by Sridevi
and Madhuri Dixit. “Santoshi” became a taunt used by neighbours and
schoolmates alike. By this time, he'd adopted the gait and gestures of the
actresses, swinging his hips as he walked. Santosh was mocked and bullied
in school and in the neighbourhood. Once, a group of boys even stripped
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him to see if he was a boy or girl, tugging at his flaccid penis, pinching and
pummelling his breasts to see if they would miraculously balloon.

Although he was in pain and nearly died of shame that day, Santosh was secretly
happy at being seen as a girl. When his parents yelled at him, he wondered why
they were angry. He did feel like a girl. At the school annual day functions and
colony festivities, he continued to dress in feminine attire and dance, inviting
whistles and catcalls that continued weeks after the event.

When Santosh was in class five, a neighbour dragged him into his house
and sexually assaulted him, using a candle dipped in oil for lubrication,
smothering the screams of pain with a resounding slap and threats of more
violence. Santosh was badly hurt, in body and mind. For a week he couldn’t
walk straight and bled from a ruptured rectum.

Once, his father caught him being pawed in the marketplace. The boy ran
home in shame. That evening, his father caned him, blaming his feminine
ways for the incident. “You walk like a slut, how do you expect not to be
treated like one?”

Santosh spent that night on a benchin a nearby park where he was repeatedly
assaulted by two drunk cab drivers. As he sat weeping, he was approached by
two older boys, who were going through the same situation at home. They
decided to leave and that’s when their new life began: at a highway dhaba.
Though they got plenty of sex—they even liked it at times—it was still illegal,
as they were minors.

One night, a bandmaster who had seen them dancing approached them.
Would they join his band as professional dancers for Rs.400 a night? For the
next few months, they would travel with the band and be paid every night
they danced.

It seemed like the opportunity they had been waiting for. Although they had
male names, they considered themselves female and had secretly renamed
themselves Sonal, Deepa and Sumi years ago. They looked forward to using
the names openly.

Sotheywentto Uttar Pradesh (UP), near Ballia. Deepak (Deepa)—much younger
then—was anticipating the thrill of coming out, as it were. “My first show was
at a wedding near Gonda in UP. As soon as we reached the hall booked by the
groom’s family, we were shown to a shed at the back. No loos, we used the
fields. After lunch we had to dress up and dance outside the groom’s house on
the street and then continue dancing with the baraat to the girl’s house”
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That was the plan, but not exactly what happened. Deepak’s face clouds over at
the recollection. “Initially the band would play lively music. But as the evening
progressed, the men would get drunk and disorderly, demanding raunchier
music and cruder dances. The guests would start pawing and molesting us.
Once the women and children retired, the men would shed all inhibitions.

“They would drag us into any available room or shed, molest and rape
us. Physically we're men so people say we can't be raped, but what we go
through is gang rape and worse. Men took turns sodomising us, forcing us to
give and receive oral sex.

“At one wedding, | was carried by a group of men into the field where | was
assaulted all night. I lost count after the thirteenth assault because | had passed
out. | woke up when the sun was already up—there were still three men and
one was sodomising me. They had continued even when | was unconscious.

“They'd shoved liquor bottles up my anus, bitten me all over, stubbed cigarettes
on my body, apart from punching, pinching and pummelling me. Somehow |
picked myself up and ran to my shed. The other laundas there had been looking
for me. Three of them had also been assaulted, but not as badly as me.”

That was the new life, and worse. Deepak bares a shoulder to show me a scar;
it's an old bullet wound.“It's common for guests to carry firearms to weddings
and fire them during the ceremonies,” he says.“They would threaten to shoot
us if we didn't oblige."The scar is a grim reminder that saying no is dangerous
in these parts.

Deepak fled his pursuers into an arhar dal field but he couldn't dodge the
bullet. He remembers the pain and how he swallowed the scream that nearly
followed. He crawled into a granary, hiding behind a pile of sacks. Luckily,
the injury was not serious and he was back with the band by morning. They
patched him up and pushed him back on the treadmill.

“When | told the bandmaster, he took me to a local quack. He stitched me up
and gave me some injections. But I still had to dance that evening. Because of
the dressing and the ‘surgery; | escaped assault that night, but was forced to
give oral sex to at least a dozen men”

Couldn't they have refused?

“Could we? Many of us were still kids—13, 14, 16 years old. We had run away
from home to escape violence because we dressed and behaved differently.
We had disgraced our families, we were failures at school, and we'd already
been chased like bitches in heat, not just by boys but men old enough to be
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our grandfathers. They too should be ostracised if we are deviants. But they
had managed to hide their real nature and no one would believe that they
were torturing me and my friends.”

What about the police, why didn’t they go there?

“In UP?” he asks. “Ma’am, we were a bunch of weirdoes in an alien land. The
bandmaster told us that in the small town, most policemen would be guests at
the wedding. They weren’t going to miss the booze and feast and the gifts they
would get. Besides, the laundas were part of the treat. Why would they even
think of entertaining our complaint? For all we know, some of our tormenters
were policemen. This is how it is in the hinterlands of UP and Bihar”"

Not surprising in a state where former chief minister Mulayam Singh
indulgently said “boys will be boys” while referring to rapists.

Hiring laundas is an old practice in boondocks Bihar and UP, where peasants
who could not afford the rich courtesans patronised by the landlords would
hire effeminate boys—usually between the ages of 15 and 25—to perform
at weddings and festivals. Women were not allowed to dance on the streets.
The rich hired female dancers to perform indoors and looked after them.

Poorer families settled for transgender boys at a fraction of the cost. In any
case, women dancers in festive finery were probably not strong enough to
accompany the baraat, dancing several kilometres to the bride’s place from the
groom’s village. Hence, boys in female attire danced along the route and later at
the wedding hall. They provided much of the entertainment and merrymaking
through raunchy dances to risqué Hindi and Bhojpuri songs belted out by the
band.

Over time, the launda naach became so popular that it is now an integral
part of family celebrations in UP and Bihar, as well as during Holi, Dussehra,
Chhat Puja, even at parties hosted by local politicians and businessmen. In
fact, launda dancers are replacing female dancers even in middle and upper
middle class families.

There are several reasons: it is easier to transport and house a bunch of males
than females. Then, boys are more willing to go to extremes of vulgarity. They
are also, oddly enough, a greater object of lust, curiosity and entertainment
than women. In the feudal communities of UP and Bihar, they satisfy a much
wider variety of sexual desires than women would.

What this says about the men is better left to the imagination, but one major
reason why the boys are so much in demand is that there’s no one to speak up
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for them if they're exploited. They have invariably been thrown out of home.
Women are not always estranged from family. Indeed, they are often sent out
by the family.

As dropouts and runaways, the boys have limited options: begging or sex
work. The chance to be a launda is highly tempting, not just because of the
promise of steady money (usually breached), but also because they can
openly dress and behave like women.

The schedule for a season is fixed by the bandmasters with the help of agents,
who also play a key role in enlisting young dancers. The deal is ¥500 to ¥3,000
every performing day, depending on experience, looks, age, and so on, or a
consolidated sum of 30,000 to 1 lakh for six to eight months. At the end of the
season the boys are paid—usually only half or less of the promised sum—after
deducting board, lodging, medical expenses, and travel. These deductions are
not mentioned at recruitment: the impression given is that the boys will be
paid the money in one lump sum at the end, while the band would take care
of expenses.

Much of the medical expense is because of assaults—sexual and otherwise—
by the hosts and their guests. Medical attention is limited to hasty surgeries
to fix a ruptured anus, razor slashes, cigarette burns, and other outcomes
of violent encounters with inebriated and disorderly guests who visit their
latent sexual sadism upon the laundas.

Rape is considered a demonstration of sexual prowess and masculinity. Little
is done to ensure privacy and the pain inflicted is often deliberate. It is not
uncommon to have a dozen drunken men between the ages of 18 and 60
dragging a couple of laundas to a shed or to the fields and raping them in an
act of violent competition.

Many groups hit the trail right after Diwali and return only in August, spending
the intervening months as sex workers or performing odd jobs (including but
not confined to sex) for rich landlords. They're in great demand for sex and
sometimes get themselves attached to a single family or landlord.

Live-in laundas often end up as unpaid slaves, doing menial household
chores, including looking after their man’s children. He not only becomes his
owner’s sex slave but also has to entertain his friends. But after some years
of providing constant physical gratification, when they lose their looks or fall
prey to sexually transmitted diseases, they are cast away. After the season
they either travel to other places for sex work or work with hijra teams, some
undergoing castration for this.
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In August, after a long season in UP and Bihar, Deepak returned to Kolkata,
sharing a tiny room with another launda. He cut his long hair, grew a
moustache, and tried to look like a man to visit his mother for five minutes
while he handed over some of his earnings—which was not as untouchable
as him and far more welcome. That was his routine until she was alive.

Aftershedied,he moved backhometo lookafter his sister. With fewerlaunda offers
coming his way on account of age, he depends on prostitution as the primary
source of income. He also freelances as an agent for a couple of bandmasters,
looking for boys to lure into the abyss he has returned from, teaching them the
nuances of dance and painting glamorous images of a dancing boy’s life. There's
no mention of the trauma that is a part of the launda’s burden.

The lives of most launda dancers are alike—gender identity confusion in
the early teens; strong and often violent opposition from family, school and
community to their female attire and mannerisms; dropping out of school
and leaving home; struggling for a livelihood through begging or sex work
till they are approached by a bandmaster or agent (usually an ex-launda)
to join a troupe; seasonal travels to UP and Bihar where they dance to earn
money and are exploited in multiple ways, including sexual.

But the launda phase does not last forever, losing out to age, HIV, violence
or death. After a decade or so in the business, they are forced out to seek
other livelihoods. Most migrate to the only other trade they can ply—sex.
Some manage to lure other boys into the launda business or prostitution for
a commission. Some like Saikit, a rarity, make a clean getaway.

Saikat used ¥25,000 which he had saved to open a small paan and beedi
shop. Maybe not so complete a getaway—many of his customers for paan,
beedis and condoms are transgenders back from a launda spell. Occasionally,
he will persuade a young, tortured “female soul”in male body to join a band
and step unsuspecting into the hell he has seen. Some, like Sonam, a former
launda, teach the young recruits seductive moves.

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

ANNAM SURESH

Annam Suresh is a journalist/author who has been the recipient of a various
Awards, both National and International, for her excellence in reporting.
Besides writing Annam also works with corporates as consultant/trainer
on workplace dynamics especially gender and diversity at workplace.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Feature
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Trafficking

Trafficking is the third biggest illegal trade after arms and drugs dealings.
Trafficking in human beings takes place for various reasons — cheap labour,
sex, marriage etc.

Trafficking for marriage is increasing with more and more states reporting
skewed sex ratios. The stories presented in this section show how deficit of
women does not increase their value in a patriarchal society, but actually
increases their vulnerability to violence and exploitation.

Danish Raza investigates into the rampant practice of trafficking for marriage.
He exposes the lives of the ‘paros’ or ‘molkis’- women trafficked for marriage
and traded like cattle for a few thousand rupees in the states of Haryana,
Punjab and Western Uttar Pradesh, which have skewed sex ratios. The
violence and exploitation of the paros, their vulnerability and emotional
trauma are captured with empathy and sensitivity.

Ayush Goel provides a peek into the daily lives of women trafficked for
marriage through poignant case studies and stark pictures.

Rupa Hasan’s story gives an insight into the other side of trafficking for
marriage - the active involvement of parents and brokers in arranging ‘guzar’
marriages in Dharwad district of Karnataka where women are traded for
marriage, but who often end up in sex trade.

What happens to young women who are lured out of their homes with false
promises? This is a story not often told. Priyanka Kaushal exposes the fate of
young girls from poor families from Bastar in Chattisgarh who are trafficked
to the garment factories in the Southern States. Her feature brings out the
reality of their lives, how society ignores and discriminates against them and
the urgent need for their rehabilitation.

Itis not often that girls rescued from flesh trade get an opportunity to pursue
their education and rebuild their lives. Anwesha Banerjee tells the inspiring
story of courage and dedication of two girls rescued from flesh trade - Noor
and Suhana, who cleared the 12th Standard Board Exam, with the support of
their families.

These stories of systematic exploitation, total dehumanization of the victims
and depravation of the touts, the middle men and the buyers, are hard hitting
and disturbing. They drive home the point that we need to work harder
on protecting our vulnerable children and women who are increasingly
becoming the soft targets of traffickers.



CHEAPER THAN CATTLE

Hindustan Times, March 23, 2014

not look you in the eye; she is hardly audible, and often trembles. Her

hut, on the outskirts of Guhana village in Haryana's Mewat district, is
surrounded by garbage heaps and excreta. There is no water or electricity
and the hut is filled with acrid smoke from the cooking fire. “This is how our
stories end,” she says, shooing away a stray dog.

. ubina appears much older than the 40 years she admits to. She does

Widowed three months ago, she was thrown out by her in-laws as she is a paro or
molki (‘molki’ literally means ‘one who has a price’) — the terms used for women
who have been purchased in other states and brought to the region.

These are pejorative labels in Haryana, Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh
where the skewed sex ratio and entrenched feudalism has resulted in a
flourishing trade in women trafficked from the poverty-ridden villages of
Assam, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha.

The women, who are usually promised marriage, find themselves in places
like Mewat where the go-betweens sell them — sometimes repeatedly — to
men who cannot find local women. Cut off from their native states, they are
often confined and forced to work as bonded labour or pushed into forced
marriages or prostitution.

The molki phenomenon is now so common that these areas even have
common sayings that refer to the condition of these women — like the one
that says it's impossible to find a paro’s grave as she is passed on from man to
man and so doesn’t stay in one place for long.

“We paros belong nowhere. We are treated like animals. If a man has to
choose between leaving a local woman and one from outside, he kicks us
out; if a man is in need of money, we are sold,” said Rubina, originally from
Assam, who was forced into marriage at 16.

A field study by the NGO Drishti Stree Adhyayan Prabodhan Kendra revealed
that out of 10,000 households they surveyed in Haryana, over 9,000 married
women were bought from other states.
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Less than two hours drive from New Delhi, Mewat is one of the 21 districts
of Haryana, which has the most imbalanced sex ratio in the country — 879
women for every 1,000 men against the national average of 927 to 1,000.
“More than 30% of men in Haryana between the ages of 15 and 44 are
unmarried because of the skewed sex ratio.

When they don’t get women locally, they obtain them from other states,” said
Dr Prem Chowdhry, an independent researcher based in New Delhi former
fellow at Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi, who has worked
extensively on shifting marriage patterns in north India.

Village heads in Mewat revealed that early marriages and economic factors
add to the problem. Indeed, the trade in women is now accepted as normal in
this area.”Families here don't give their daughters to men who are older than
20, poor, handicapped or widowed. If you belong to any of these categories,
you will have to buy a bride,” said Zakir Hussain, the sarpanch of Luhinga
Khurd village. “In every village, you will find at least 15 paros. It is common
here," he added.

According to the 2011 census, about 72% of the population in rural Haryana,
including more than 60% of the women, is literate. Nearby Gurgaon is an
IT hub and hosts many automobile manufacturing units including Maruti
Suzuki. But that’s only part of the picture. 70% of the state’s population
continues to be engaged in the agricultural sector.

Shafig Ur Rehman, founder, Empower People, an NGO working with survivors
of bride trafficking, said the practice is rooted in the history of the region.
“North India, including Haryana, has been a battle ground. Polygamy, and
the claiming of women along with jewellery and property as war prizes, was
common,” he said.

The National Crime Records Bureau report data shows that more than 22,000
girl children and women between the ages of 10 and 30 were kidnapped for
marriage in 2012.

“The demand for ‘marriageable age’ girls is so intense that organised
trafficking rackets have started operating in Haryana, Punjab and Uttar
Pradesh,” said a 2013 report commissioned by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime.

Ghausia Khan, bride trafficking survivor and a member of a district legal aid
authority reveals that, on average, a girl is sold between two to five times.
“You will never find a paro staying with the man who brings her to Haryana or
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to a neighbouring state,” she said. This is borne out by Rubina, who was sold
twice before she settled with her husband whose family eventually turned
her out after his death.

According to Shafique, the price of a paro varies between 5,000 and
¥ 30,000 depending on her age and features. He does not buy the argument
that parents sell their daughters out of poverty. “The only person who gets
money in the process is the middle man,” he said.

Given her transformation into a literal commodity, an ‘object’ that can be
bought and sold, and used as currency, the woman at the centre of the
transaction has no say in her fate. Whether she serves as a bonded labourer, a
sex slave, a house maid, or will be accorded the status of a wife all depends on
the inclinations and circumstances of her buyer (see accompanying stories).

While some, like Rubina, are abandoned after the death of their husbands,
others live with the humiliation of being a paro. Married or not, they are never
treated at par with local women. “Sending local women out to work in the
field is not considered good here. Paros serve as cheap labour,” said Susmita
Guru.

The UN report has also noted that a sizeable number of those trafficked
for domestic work amounting to bonded labour are from Jharkhand, Bihar,
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

Most of the trafficked women were unwilling to talk as they fear being
ostracized by the villagers. This poses a challenge to NGOs who cannot
intervene unless a woman registers a protest or if a case of trafficking has
been clearly established. As a result, much of their work is limited to case
documentation.

The authorities are similarly handicapped.“We are yet to get a single complaint
where a girl alleges that she was bought. Even for suo-moto action, we have
to follow some leads. But there exist none;” said Mewat SP Anil Dhawan.

SOLD WHEN PREGNANT

Razia is not sure about the number of times she has been sold. It began when
she was brought, at 14, from Bihar’s Bhagalpur district to Rajasthan. She does
not remember the features of the man who brought her. Yet, her memory of
him is indelible.“He was the first to rape me. It continued for three days. Then
he sent me to some other place where | lived may be for a month,” she said.
There, again, she was violated by at least five men.
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The broker then dumped her with Shahnawaz, a man in Akheda, a village in
Mewat, Haryana. Shahnawaz, who was already married and a father of six,
married Razia.

Razia believes he did it for a male child. “His only son from his first wife had
not keeping well for two years. Doctors in the village declared that he would
not survive,” Razia says.

When she was three months pregnant with her second child, Shahnawaz left
Razia with a family in a neighbouring village saying she had to help them
at a family wedding. When she did not hear from him for a month, she got
suspicious. That was when she learnt that she had been sold for 325,000.

Raziareturned to Shahnawaz when the panchayatinterfered and admonished
him. No police complaint was lodged.

But Razia’s hardships did not end. Shahnawaz and his first wife both died
about two years ago and Razia was pushed out of the family by her step sons.

She now makes ¥ 3,000 a month by cooking meals for students at a madrasa.
Her elder son, 19-year-old Hamid, runs a tyre puncture shop nearby. Opposite
the madrasa are a number of shops that Shahnawaz owned.

“This is the empire of my husband which is now with his sons. And  am made
to live like a beggar,” she says.

TWO SISTERS WORTHX 12,000

Lakshmi was 12 years old when she woke up one day in Haryana. She recalls that
the floods had wreaked havoc in Assam, when a man approached her father and
asked him to send both his daughters to Delhi for a better future. He showed
them a picture of the prospective groom.“He gave my father ¥ 12,000 for me and
my sister,”says the 26-year-old who now lives in Gadhola village.

Lakshmi was brought to Haryana’s Mewat district and handed over to a man
in his late fifties. He was the uncle of the boy whose picture had been shown
to Lakshmi’s father. No marriage was not performed and she had to live with
the man. When she objected, she was repeatedly beaten by the broker.

After a year and numerous pleas, the middlemen took her back to Assam
where she narrated her woes to her father.“But the only way my father could
get me back was by returning the ¥ 6,000 he had been paid for me. He didn't
have it,” she said. The broker also threatened to malign her reputation and
make it difficult for her to live in Assam.
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Once again, the broker showed Lakshmi’s father a photograph of a man
and assured him that, this time, she would certainly be married. Once again,
money changed hands.”l saw the broker taking ¥ 10,000 from Amit,” she says,
referring to her husband.

Amit is a truck driver who lives outside Mewat for most of the year. Lakshmi
does odd jobs at nearby farms. She says that when he is home, Amit abuses
her sexually and physically. He has taken away her mobile phone. “When |
resist, he says he can kick me out anytime and sell me for ¥ 5,000. This is the
worth of a paro. Even a buffalo costs more.”

MEET GHAUSIA KHAN, A TORCH BEARER FOR MEWAT’S PAROS

With her dark complexion and rounded features, Ghausia Khan (58) stands
out from the crowd at the Mewat district court. Dressed in a blue salwar
kameez, a dupatta covering her head, and her feet are in worn-out slippers,
her wrinkled face and her slow walk makes Ghausia look older than her age.
A member of the district legal aid authority, she consoles a woman sitting
across her desk.

“We will teach them a lesson. Do not give up. If you keep quiet, they will get
encouraged,”Khan tells the newly-wed. Pointing to the henna on the woman'’s
hands, Khan says, “She got married a week ago. Her in-laws have thrown her
out because her father could only give five tractors in dowry instead of seven.”

Khan helps women in distress to find lawyers and provides them with legal
information and at times, monetary assistance. But more than any of these, it
is her moral support, she says, which enables victims to overcome the trauma.
She has intervened in the cases of local women as well as paros trapped in
involuntary marriages.

At one level, Khan is fighting a battle to get rid of her past. At 14, she herself
was brought from Hyderabad, around 1,000 miles from Haryana. Eventually,
she married Rusdaar Khan who grazed cattle. Ghausia gave birth to their first
child at 17.

As money was hard to come by, she took up odd jobs at a carpet workshop
and then a biscuit-making factory before joining Empower People, an
organisation that works with bride trafficking survivors.

“Initially, l used to get nervous as my work involves interfering in family affairs
and regular interaction with policemen and lawyers. But that is all past. Now,
I am no less than a police woman,” Ghausia says. “l can relate to their woes as
I share their past.”
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She wants to develop a network of survivors whom she can train to take
up new cases. Once that is achieved, she says, she would move on to play a
bigger, political role.”l wish to contest the upcoming assembly election as an
independent candidate. As a legislator, | will be able to work for these women
in a more meaningful way,” she says, adding that none of the existing political
parties will give her a ticket as she is a Paro, and is therefore considered an
outsider.

At home, in her semi-plastered single floor structure in Mewat'’s Ferozepur
Namak village, it is hard to find Ghausia, the activist. Her 13 grandchildren
surround her as she enters the house and her husband expresses his irritation
that she has returned late in the evening.

Her youngest son, Wasim (20), a motor mechanic, does not know the details
of Ghausia’s job.”She goes to some office, is all | am aware of,"he says. Shamim,
her eldest, a teacher at a primary school in a nearby village, is well versed with
Ghausia’s job profile and says that when she started, he used to accompany
her.

Shamim realises that, in a rural milieu, village elders, do not like women
venturing out for such jobs. “They ask me all the time why she doesn’t stay
home. We know what she does but it is not easy to convince people outside
about it,” he says.

About his mother’s desire to enter politics, he says, “To contest elections is our
right. She can be in the fray. But to contest in order to win is a different game
altogether. It needs muscle power and money. We lack both.”

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

DANISH RAZA

Aspecial correspondent with Hindustan Times, Danish covers humanitarian
issues with strong focus on human rights, gender, conflicts and juvenile
justice.He has reported from conflict zones including the No Man’s land
in Indo-Bangladesh border. Trafficking of women, child trafficking are
issues which he has investigated and reported on extensively. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2013-14- Best Investigative story
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ROOPA HASSAN

Roopa Hassan, who works in print media, is a poet, social activist, social
worker. She has been championing the cause of poor and downtrodden
by conducting workshops on social issues. Her fights for justice for rape
survivors, children and women rights, are well recognized. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2013-14- Best Feature
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ATHOUSAND SORDID DECEPTIONS

The Week, September 28, 2014

The “priciest” one in the area, this bride was bartered for a cow.

Hailing from Assam, Jamila, 60, is among the oldest of the molki
or paro, colloquial terms for women bought from other states, in Haryana's
Mewat region. Sold thrice, she was abused not just by the buyers, but the
middlemen, too. She was first sold off to a man 37 years ago. Now, she lives
with her third husband, who is a cycle rickshaw puller, and seven children.

. face, crisscrossed with lines, peers from behind of a veil—Jamila's.

Mewat is just a few kilometres away from the glitzy Gurgaon's mall mile. With
a sex ratio of 907 females for 1,000 males, brides are always in short supply
in Mewat. The demand is met by buying them from other states. A majority
of them are Muslims from Assam, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Bihar and Odisha.
Most of them are bought when they are 12 to 21 years old, and can be resold till
the age of 32. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in its 2013 report
on human trafficking mentions that a study that covered 10,000 households
revealed that 9,000 women in Haryana had been bought from other states.

Sanjida, 25, was only 11 years old when an “uncle” from her village in Assam
trapped her with an offer to take her to Delhi to show her the Red Fort.“l was
sold to a 30-year-old man in Nuh,” she says. The man had six children from
earlier wives. “l was raped, beaten, abused and made to toil in farms and at
home so that he could recover the money he had paid for me.” she says. “I
think he made it in a year and sold me to another man in Hatim village” Five
months on, she was resold to a 52-year-old man. “That day, | got to know my
price—z% 30,000," she says. He kept her for a year and then kicked her out. An
old woman gave her food and shelter sold her to a Mubeen. “I can say | was
fourth time lucky as | am staying with him for the last 13 years and | have four
children,” says Sanjida.

Jamila (sitting on the
cot) from Assam was
bartered for a cow. Sold
thrice, she was abused
by both buyers and

middlemen.
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Sakina, 16, left her village in Assam for Delhi to be a maid. Three months later,
she telephoned her brother Shamsul that she had been sold to a family in
Pingod village in Haryana. When he reached the village, he found his sister
serving as wife to four brothers. He went to the local police, who, after much
persuasion from activists and lawyers, rescued Sakina. Now back home,
Sakina is trying to start afresh.

But not all rescued women are this fortunate. Hamidan was 12 when she was
abducted from Assam in 1995. She was sold ten times, her last buyer being a
68-year-old man with eight children. She had four of her own. When she was
rescued by an NGO, she was in no condition to look after herself, let alone her
children. She remains confined to her hut in Assam.

“This is the worst kind of trafficking,” says Shafig R. Khan, director,
Empower People, an NGO fighting against bride trafficking in Haryana.
“Mere teenagers are sold several times to bear children or to work for the
family. Yet, they have no status in society. Though 'married' to the buyer,
they have no legal right as they are never considered a wife. While this
marriage has no legitimacy, it is a great aid for traffickers to avoid being
accused of prostitution or trafficking. Mewat has turned into a transit
point and the largest market for girls.”

Sadly, many older paros are now pushing others into the system. “l was
trafficked from Assam for 32,000 by my own brother and married off to
Khurshid of Besru village in Mewat. After his death, the villagers gave me
food, clothes and money to survive. | had seen the demand of girls like me
here, so | got seven paros from my village,” says Zahira, 40. She points to Asha,
sitting next to her, and says, “I got her and her sister Baskar married off here.”
Asha was trafficked at the age of 12. “My mother Mehram was sold off in
Leharwadi village 25 years ago,” she says. “My father later sold me and Baskar
for ¥4,000. We are not allowed to meet our mother!”

Thelocal residents and the panchayats blame the skewed sex ratio and limited
land for this practice. “It is a tradition here and we have been buying brides
forlong,”says Nasruddin, who is known for getting the best“deals”in the area.
“There are not enough girls in our areas, and if a man is slightly overaged or
disabled, he cannot get a bride here. So, what option do we have? We get
wives, and these poor girls get food and home, and their families easy money.
The system has worked perfectly for decades.”
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In his late 50s, Nasruddin is from Kama village in Bharatpur district, Rajasthan.
He got paros for four of his seven brothers. “"Word spread and others
requested us to get paros for them, too,” he says.“We generally get girls from
Bengal, Assam and Bihar. We go, meet girls and select them. A virgin teenager
is priced %15,000 to ¥50,000, depending on the boy's needs and age. Prices
drop with every resale, just like for any other commodity.”

Sabir Khan, 28, of Marhi village is the eldest among three brothers. Though
his siblings are married, he had trouble finding a bride as he is physically
challenged. He recently bought a 16-year-old girl from Patna for ¥40,000.
“She helps my mother in household chores and works in my brothers' fields
as a help and serves me as wife,” he says.

Rehmat, 66, is too old to take care of himself. Two of his earlier paros had left
him, and in 2012, a truck driver got him a 14-year-old Bangladeshi for ¥3,000.
He is glad she cannot speak the local language. “Where will she go? | bought
her to take care of me and bear a child. She should be thankful that | don't
thrash her like other paros,” he says.

Saleem Khan of Empower People takes me to Rakesh, 28, who works in a brick
kiln. After his first wife left him five years ago, Rakesh paid ¥ 30,000 to Zubair,
a middleman, to get him his second wife, Sushila Devi, from Godda district
in Jharkhand. According to Nasruddin, some want paros as farm or house
slaves and not as wives. Badshah Khan (name changed), 35, has a wife and
four children, but is heading to Hyderabad to buy a paro to work at home.

Even the political class condones the buying and selling of women. “Paros
are a tradition in Mewat; it is not a criminal issue. No complaints have been
brought to my notice ever,” says Transport Minister Aftab Ahmed, who was
elected from Nuh.

Men here say they are doing a favour to these women. “These women don't
get food at their homes for days and here they get regular food and clothes.
All this comes at a price,” says Issar, another local trafficker. At the chaupal
(village meeting) in Nimka village, the men say that they have paid for the
services of their paros.

But Shaira, 40, from Assam smiles. “Price? My maternal uncle bought me for
%500 and sold me to a man in Pachanka village,” she says.“He raped and beat
me for a month.” She was resold to another man, who kept her for six months.
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Another round of rape, thrashing and abuse followed before she was resold
to Jameel. She lived with him for 24 years till he died four years ago.”l am a
grandmother today. When | hear my grandchildren spending ¥ 500 on chips
and cold drinks, | wonder that that was the price at which my childhood,
dreams and life were bought over”

As | get up to leave, she offers me sweets and says, “I spent %3 lakh on my
daughter's dowry. She will never be a paro. | have paid the price for her life”
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SLAVES TO THE GRIND

Tehelka.com, February 8, 2014

Last November, 60 tribal girls from Chhattisgarh were rescued from a factory in
Tamil Nadu. The episode put the spotlight on Bastar’s ugly secret: 9,000 girls have
been trafficked in the past decade

her damp, vacant eyes. Slightly built with common tribal features,

the 29-year-old seems more a victim than a liberator who broke the
biggest trafficking network of tribals in the country to rescue 60 girls from
a slave factory in Namakkal, Tamil Nadu. Sucked into the racket by another
tribal, Tijuram Korram, she was sold to a vegetable processing unit where she
slaved for 18 hours a day until she developed severe skin disease and acid
burns. She escaped from the factory one day but returned determinedly to
rescue the other inmates last November.

. ajeshwari Salam smiles almost as a reflex action. It does not reach

To meet Rajeshwari, one has to travel to Janakpur on foot for the better part
of the day from the headquarters of Kanker district in Bastar region, deep
inside Maoist territory. The winter sun is too weak to penetrate through the
trees. The slightest rustle of dried leaves can be heard yards away. But human
greed knows no bounds as girls are being lured away from this idyllic region
to be sold to far-off factories and brothels.

It'salmost always someone the girl trusts who gives the final push.The domino
effect that follows is also self-willed to the extent that the simpleton might
construct it to be an escape from her misery in Bastar, a region synonymous
with exploitation, either by the Maoists or by the state administration (or the
lack of it).

In the past 10 years, tribal girls have been vanishing from Chhattisgarh at
an alarming rate. Official records show that 9,000 girls have gone missing. In
reality, the figure could be closer to 90,000, warn local social activists.

Some end up as slaves at factories in Tamil Nadu, working for as little as
%100 a month, a bar of soap and a bottle of oil. Others end up at houses
in Delhi, Haryana and Punjab through a complex network of agents. The
green forests, blue skies and warmth of a hearth lost forever in the acid
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drums and household chores. The girls are sold for anything from % 5,000
to ¥ 50,000.

As Rajeshwari recounts her tale of horror, the contours of a major crime
network built on deceit, allurement and exploitation becomes clear. A man
she knew, Korram, offered to take her on a trip to the Balaji temple in Tirupati
and even convinced other girls to come with her. For Rajeshwari, who had
never travelled beyond Kanker, the idea of going on a train journey seemed
exciting.

However, the trip turned into a nightmare when she was taken to Namakkal
and sold to a factory. She found other girls in captivity there and heard of
several dozen similar stories of Bastar girls held captive in sweatshops all over.

She says there were nearly 100 girls at the factory. They were made to sleep in
a single room and share a single toilet. Her chance of escape arrived one day
when Korram brought a fresh batch of girls. She told Korram that she had got
an allergy from working with chemicals at the vegetable processing factory
and demanded that she be sent home. After much coaxing, he agreed to take
her back to Bastar, but on the condition that she would arrange for at least 10
other girls. He promised to pay her % 500 for each girl.

When shereturned home, Rajeshwari met the Women and Child Development
department supervisor, Jagmati Kashyap, and recounted her tale. Before her
return, Rajeshwari had chanced upon a factory manager’s visiting card while
cleaning and kept it. With the help of the visiting card, the police tracked and
rescued 60 other tribal girls from the factory.

Last November, 24 girls were rescued from another factory in Erode district.

A human trafficking racket of placement agencies and local agents is
operating actively in the region. Initially, it was thought that poverty and a
dearth of employment opportunities in the area had resulted in a rising trend
of immigration, providing ground for placement agencies. But a probe by

Roll call: Tribal girls from Chhattisgarh who were resued from a factory in Tamil Nadu
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TEHELKA has blown the lid off a trafficking network that subsists on luring
girls with promises of pilgrimages and even marriage to local youth, who are
hand-in-glove with the traffickers.

SIGAY MANDAWI | 21 | BADE JAMHRI, NARAYANPUR DISTRICT

IN 2007, Sigay Mandawi passed the Class IX exams, becoming the most
educated girlin her village. While she was studying at the Government Higher
Secondary School in Narayanpur, she met Bijju. One day, Bijju introduced her
to his elder brother Tijuram Korram, who said that he could arrange a job for
her. Instead, Korram sold her to Gems Agro Exports in Namakkal along with
Rajeshwari and others.

Sigay says that the girls had to pick gherkins and then soak them in chemicals
to preserve them. The chemicals used in the process caused allergies and
their skin began to peel off. They were not allowed medical treatment nor
could they rest.

For all the hard work, the girls were paid just 100 at the end of the month,
which was spent on buying soap and oil.“A few girls were even made to sleep
separately and raped almost on a nightly basis,” says Sigay. Some were sent
back when they became pregnant.

In Rajeshwari’s case, she was given an “all-clear” certificate by the Namakkal
sub-judicial magistrate, stating that she does not owe any money to the
owner of Gems Agro, Junaid Ahmed. The factory was raided after her escape
and since then it has been closed down.

The International Labour Organisation estimates that human trafficking in
India could be anywhere between 2.5 million to 90 million. Several credible
international news reports and NGOs have estimated that almost 20,000
tribals vanish into homes and brothels every year.

The matter had been raised in the Chhattisgarh Assembly several times but
the state government has not taken any concrete action except forming an
Anti-Human Trafficking Committee. Former home minister Nankiram Kanwar
admitted in the Assembly last year that, on an average, five girls go missing
from the state every day.

Statistics from the past five years reveal that 9,000 complaints of missing girls
have been registered with the police, of which most cases were reported from
Raipur. The government claims that the police have traced the whereabouts
of 8,000 girls. However, almost 1,000 girls from Bastar and adjoining districts
are still missing.
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The late Congress leader Nand Kumar Patel had presented in the Assembly
a list of 500 girls missing from Raigarh. He had alleged that more than 1 lakh
tribal girls have been trafficked from the state.

“We consider human trafficking a serious issue. That’s why right after
assuming office, | directed the police to take the strictest action against it
immediately,” says new Home Minister Ramsevak Paikra. “It’s a long process
but strict action is being taken to bring it under control.”

However, Paikra does not know whether the state has actively followed
the cases against factory owners in Tamil Nadu or raised the issue with the
Jayalalithaa government. Junaid Ahmed, the owner of Gems Agro, is still at
large with no charges against him.

Women and Child Development Minister Ramsheela Sahu assures TEHELKA
that her department will try to regulate it at its own level. “Although, the
matter falls under the home ministry’s purview, it concerns young girls. So,
the department will perform its role,” she says.

The government has accepted that female trafficking is a reality in the state,
which is why four districts — Jashpur, Raigarh, Sarguja and Korba — were
marked as human trafficking hubs in 2011. Apart from these, Mahasamund,
Janjgir, Balauda Bazar and Bilaspur have also been listed as sensitive areas.
But some areas of Bastar such as Narayanpur, Kondagaon, Jagdalpur, Sukma,
Bijapur and Kanker have been overlooked, providing traffickers and their
agents a free run.

The government is taking action against placement agencies. In Jashpur
alone, located near the border of Jharkhand with the largest number of
placement agencies operating, cases have been booked against seven such
agencies. As per the official figures, the number of missing girls appears to be
greaterin Raipur, but TEHELKA's investigation reveals that in tribal areas many
incidents go unreported because of poverty and illiteracy and, of course, lack
of faith in the non-existent system.

For instance, social activist Sidar estimates that more than 10,000 girls have
vanished from the two districts of Narayanpur and Kanker in the past four
years.

The police claims that it has been doing its bit in tracing, tracking and
apprehending traffickers. Last March, two agents, Mani Ram and B Venkat
Reddy, were nabbed at the Raipur railway station with 15 girls in the age
group of 10-17 years, who were being taken to Nagpur on the pretext of
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getting them jobs. Their families had been paid ¥1,000 each in advance. In
Nagpur, the agents were to be paid huge sums by the traffickers. Both are
now in jail.

Mani Ram is a resident of Bastar and knows Halbi, the language spoken in the
areas from where the girls came. In these areas, Hindi or Chhattisgarhi is not
spoken. Only two of the victims could understand Hindi. Harma Markami, 10,
had never been to school. She believed that girls could not study. She had
ventured out in order to find work in Nagpur.

On 23 January, another youth was arrested on charges of human trafficking. He
was caught along with 20 locals, mostly minors of whom 14 were tribal girls.
According to officials, Mrinal Nayak, 26, was arrested from Kunkuri, a tribal-
dominated area located 400 km from Raipur. “We were on his trail for several
weeks,”says police officer R Kaushik.”He was finally arrested from the Kunkuri bus
stand. It was a case of human trafficking. The agent nabbed was from Odisha.”’

A careful study of the Chhattisgarh map would reveal that while girls from
southern parts of the state are trafficked into Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, those from the northern districts such as Raigarh, Sarguja, Jashpur
and Bilaspur are taken to Delhi. Similarly, girls from Raipur, Durg and Balod
in central Chhattisgarh are sent to Mumbai and other parts of Maharashtra.

The plight of girls such as Rajeshwari, Phutun and Singay, who were rescued
from a factory in Tamil Nadu, is no less pitiable as their harrowing tales fail to
reach the ears of those who matter in the state capital Raipur.

The state government has announced that each rescued girl will be paid
%1 lakh as part of a rehabilitation scheme, but the district officials in Bastar
region claim that they don’t have enough funds as it would run into crores
for each district. Yet the rescued girls have been made to fill forms and
applications and have been assured that they would get 350,000 each.
Half the promised amount has already been adjusted in their accounts
by unscrupulous babus. In a region reeking with exploitation, helpless
girls will continue to be traded like animals. Very few are aware and even
fewer care.

Thousands of girls from Bastar have been sold off in the past five years, says
Sidar. The families are clueless about their whereabouts. The worst part of
this agonising tale, says Sidar, is that both the trafficking agents as well as the
NGOs that offer to help are profiting from their plight. Some NGO workers
who played a part in rescuing the trafficked girls, trick them into believing
that the money on offer is ¥ 50,000 and pocket the rest.
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There is information that agents have trafficked 250 girls from Darbha near
Jagdalpur to a factory in Tamil Nadu, where they are working as bonded
labourers. Similar reports are coming from Jashpur, Raigarh, Sarguja and
Bilaspur. Girls from these districts have been rescued by the police in cities
such as Delhi and Mumbai.

“We have received information that some girls are in Hyderabad. We are
going to conduct a survey at the panchayat level with the district collector’s
help to find out how many girls are missing from each village,” says Visel
Nag, the zila panchayat headman of Narayanpur. “Actually, these are Naxal-
affected areas and we are unable to get directly in touch with the people. The
agents are exploiting that. Earlier, they lured them by offering jobs. But now
with MGNREGA and other such schemes, there is no dearth of employment
in our villages. So, the agents have adopted different means.

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

PRIYANKA KAUSHAL

Priyanka Kaushal has over ten years of experience in both print and
electronic media and among her various Awards is the one “Fearless And
Best journalist In Chhattisgarh” by Rajya Mahila Aayog, Chhattisgarh
Governement. She has also coauthored a book. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-
14- Best Web Feature
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Gender Based Violence

In the words of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon, “Violence against women
continues to persist as one of the most heinous, systematic and prevalent
human rights abuses in the world. It is a threat to all women, and an obstacle

"

to all our efforts for development, peace, and gender equality in all societies.

The same thought is pursued by Diyesh Vyas who argues that while the
NCRB data shows that four times more housewives are committing suicides
every year than farmers, mostly due to domestic violence and other marital
issues, they are not receiving any attention from the government. Violence is
normalised in our families and sex in marriage is seen as an entitlement of the
man, exposing many women to non-consensual sex in marriage.

Parul Agrawal raises issue of marital rape by sharing with readers the
experience of Rashmi who was subjected to violent rape within her marriage.
She rebuts the argument of misuse of such a law by women by observing
that fear of misuse should not deny anyone their right to justice.

The same gender constructs and social norms that stop a woman from
resisting and fighting against domestic violence and marital rape, stop boys
and men from seeking help or justice for the sexual violence inflicted on
them. Roshini Nair says rape is genderless and quotes data from Ministry of
Women and Child Development to drive home the point that boys are as
vulnerable to sexual violence as girls are. Yet self-stigma, shame, guilt, self-
blame and the social perception that men cannot be raped keeps the issue
under wraps.

Similarly, members of the LGBTQ+ community also face extreme forms of
sexual violence and exploitation. Annam Suresh documents the lives of the
‘Laundas, the transgender boys who dance at weddings to raunchy numbers
in women'’s clothes and the sexual violence that they are subjected to by men.
She also looks at their exploitation by the band masters and the response of
the system - be it the family, the medical profession or the police, to their

plight.
The insensitivity of the system is a big let down to the victims seeking justice.

Dennis Solomon delves on the mediation order passed by a judge in a case of
rape and questions the moral as well as the legal validity of the order.
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With over 15 years of experience in journalism, Dr. Divyesh Vyas is currently
the Deputy News editor in the magazine department of the Gujarati
Newspaper Divya Bhaskar and also writes columns for them. Recipient of
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RAPE IS GENDERLESS

DNA, November 13,2014

The tendency to center our sexual abuse discourse on the male perpetrator-
female survivor prototype is a threat to the well-being of those who don't fall into
this category, finds Roshni Nair

Bangalore tabloid in late October. This was a statement allegedly

made by the Mysore police when a distressed father filed a complaint
about his four-year-old son being sexually abused. The instance highlighted
the addition of yet another spoke in the wheel of archaic thought — a spoke
representing the belief that only females can get sexually abused.

. oy can't be sexually abused: Cops, screamed the headline of a

A 2007 study of 2,211 children across 13 states by the Ministry of Women
and Child Development revealed that 53.22 per cent children reported being
sexually abused. Of these, 53 per cent were boys and 47 per cent were girls.
An environment propagating the assumption that males can't be abused
does further harm to those who've not only been subjected to molestation
or sodomy, but also what Radhika Sharma calls 'non-contact abuse'

Sharma manages the Healing Unit of Arpan, a Mumbai-based NGO dedicated
to helping survivors of child sexual abuse. Around 37-38 per cent of their
work, she says, has been with male survivors. "Many — mostly second and
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third graders — are forced to watch pornographic photos or clips by older
boys. They feel confused at first, but are conditioned into thinking it's 'cool' by
their seniors," she says. Sexual bullying, she adds, is another cause for concern.
"There are boys who either get groped or picked on over their anatomy in a
sexual manner!

Ironically, the same patriarchal mindset that places blame on women for
'inviting' rape in some way also denies male survivors the help they need
to overcome their trauma. The synonymity of shame and helplessness with
sexual abuse and society's pedestal to mardaangi doesn't give males the
means to acknowledge that they too can be abused. For this reason, says
Sharma, the sense of denial can be more pronounced in male survivors.

Psychiatrist Pavan Sonar agrees. "Many men who've been abused don't seek
help for fear of being perceived as 'weak' The self-blame is amplified because
men then hold themselves responsible for not being able to fight back
physically," he says. Some even start questioning their sexuality or believing
they deserved it if they get an erection during the act. "It takes intensive
therapy to convince them that bodily responses are no indicators of consent
or complicity," underlines Sonar.

Denial is something Broadway doyen Martin Moran was once familiar
with. Through his critically-acclaimed plays, The Tricky Part and All the
Rage, Moran recounts his eventual coming to terms with being a survivor
of abuse. He's come a long way from attempting suicide and using
sexual compulsivity as a coping mechanism. "Much of my anger was self-
directed. It took me years to direct righteous anger towards the man who
was idiotic and sick," says the 54-year-old about the abuser he simply calls
'‘Bob’ Moran, now married to long-time partner Henry Stram, was even
asked whether it was the sexual abuse that 'made him gay'. "Being abused
has nothing to do with your orientation. | know many heterosexual men
who've been abused," he points out. Indeed, self-stigma is common in
adult males who've experienced abuse. Institutional rape, such as the
kind that reportedly takes place in prisons, is one example. Data on prison
rapes is extremely hard to come by, says Vijay Raghavan, Professor of
Criminology at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS). But that's not to
say it doesn't exist. Prisons where undertrials are made to share the same
space as hardened convicts can be particularly problematic. Alpha-male
dynamics in an environment where inmates jostle for space and power
triggers sexual abuse, feels Raghavan.

"Undertrials or short-term prisoners may be targeted by long-term or older
prisoners, or those who've been given official duties. The prison being an
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institution of scarcity also witnesses sexual trade-offs. Prisoners who need
access to basic items or services are sometimes forced to conduct sexual
favours," he says. Raghavan believes sexual abuse in prisons is more an
expression of power, but psychiatrist Sonar thinks sexual frustration can be a
trigger too. "Unfulfilled sexual desires and instincts could play a role. In such
an environment, the victim may also become submissive since there's no way
out," he says.

But what about those who don't fall in the male-female binary?

Urmi Jadhav, a transgender representative at Humsafar Trust, has plenty
to say about this. In a doctor's cabin off a narrow corridor in the NGO's
Vakola office, she tells this reporter about the heinous degrees of sexual
abuse transgenders are subjected to. These include cases of gangrape, sex
at knifepoint, and coercive unprotected sex. "One of my friends had her
earlobe completely bitten off because she refused to be with someone who
didn't want to wear a condom," she says haltingly, before adding. "Another
had her nipple ripped off by a perpetrator so barbaric that he lost a tooth
during the act

Urmi says that up to 90 per cent of transgenders are engaged in sex work
since it pays better than begging and dancing at weddings, et al. But as in the
case of female sex workers, they're constantly told they invite abuse just for
being in the profession they are in. "There's a mentality that transgenders are
‘easy’, that we are made for sex. A transgender who has been abused has no
recourse because even cops think we ask for it," stresses Urmi. Complicating
the situation further is the notion of 'unnatural sex' or an act that doesn't
involve peno-vaginal penetration. "There's anal rape, oral rape, digital rape
(the use of fingers and/or other external objects). People don't realise that,"
she shares. The limited understanding law enforcement officials have of the
various forms of abuse — including verbal sexual abuse such as eve teasing
— is a major reason why transgenders have little to no grievance redressal
mechanisms.

Almost all transgenders in India have been abused in some way or the other,
reckons Urmi. One wonders whether the transition from male to female has
anything to do with this. Does the sexist view that women are 'easier' and
weaker, or the ambiguity (and the 'taboo') associated with a body that's home
to both masculinity and femininity — despite 'hijras' identifying as females —
have anything to do with it? Urmi smiles when asked about this. "It happens a
lot. Transgenders who're already transitioning mentally as children are most
vulnerable," she says, chronicling her own struggle against sexual bullying in
school. "I was sometimes forcefully kissed. Some boys would put their hands
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up or down my pants or corner me in the toilets. Anybody with the slightest
'hint' of femininity is singled out," she informs.

There's no doubt that the majority of sexual abuse survivors — and victims —
are women. But centering the sexual abuse discourse on a heteronormative
fulcrum and excluding the possibility that boys can also be vulnerable to
abuse is a disservice to those who've survived, but remain silent. This includes
cases of women-on-women and women-on-men abuse.

The message is perhaps best summed by Arpan's Radhika Sharma. "Many

parents, through their subconscious gendered lens, tell daughters to remain
safe and vigilant," she says. "It's time they tell their sons the same."

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).
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JUDGE’S ORDER RETROGRADE: ACTIVISTS

The Hindu, June 25,2016

Where is the question of mediation in a rape case when convict’s prayer itself is
for bail, ask experts.

mediation has come in for sharp criticism in legal circles. Experts
question the need for suggesting mediation when that was not
even the prayer by the convict himself.

. he single judge’s order directing a case of rape to be referred for

“One cannot pass any judgment on a bail application. When the prayer is for
bail, where is the question of mediation? Secondly, one cannot pass an order
directing mediation without asking the victim whether she wants that. When
the applicant himself has not asked for it, how can mediation be suggested,’
asked retired judge of the Madras High Court, K. Chandru.

V. Suresh, National General Secretary, Peoples’ Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL), said, “It is a retrograde order. It is against the very fundamentals of
rape jurisprudence. Rape cases cannot be settled outside the frame of law.
Directing mediation to a rape victim only unleashes violence once again on
the victim.”

Referring to a Supreme Court judgment on no compromise being permissible
in a rape case, he asked, “When the prayer itself is for bail, where is the
question of mediation?”

Noted advocate and a member of the PUCL, Nagasaila, found the order
“untenable and illegal,”and wondered how such an order could be passed.

“Whenever a crime is committed, it is perceived no longer as a crime against
the individual but against the society. That’s why the State is the respondent
in these cases. Punishments are a deterrent against crimes. This order hits at
the very base of jurisprudence,” she said.

Only smaller cases like cheating and causing nuisance could be referred for
mediation with the permission of the court, but not grave offences like rapes,
which have to be dealt with strongly. “Rape cases cannot be settled outside
the legal framework.” Terming the order “distasteful,” she said that such an
order could not be passed without knowing the mindset of the victim.“The
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order says it was considering the fatherless child but what about the woman'’s
rights on her own body and her life? How can you bring in sentiments of a
child and hand over the lives of a woman and a child to a rapist? It is horrifying
to note that such an order has come from Constitutional authority,” she said.

Referring to an amendment made in the Criminal Procedure Code in 2006
over plea bargaining which was prevalent in the Western countries, she said,
“Even plea bargaining cannot be allowed in cases of rape.”

‘How can | live with him?’

It has been seven long years, but uncertainty and anxiety still loom large
over 22-year old Lakshmi (name changed) of a remote village in Cuddalore
district, as the unwed mother spends every other day unsure and confused
over what the future holds for her and her six-year-old daughter.

Speaking to The Hindu over phone, the rape survivor, whose case has been
referred for mediation by a single judge of the Madras High Court, says she
was not aware of the order but mediation was initiated even earlier by the
family of the convict, who, incidentally, lives just next door in her village.

“But how can | live with him? Would he accept the solution if it had happened
to one of his sisters? Not even once has he visited us. He has not even touched
this girl even once. He has been maintaining that she was not his child until the
DNA test. Why has he not come for a compromise before he was jailed,” she asks,
pertinently. The incident happened when she was in Class 10 and the convict
was a college-goer in Chennai and visited his native place on weekends.

“He is coming for a compromise so that he can be out of prison. | hate the
very sight of him and how can | live with him as man and wife? | don’t have
any sense of belonging to him,” she says. Over seven years since, the survivor,
presently being supported by her relatives is still confused over how to settle
this overwhelming issue in her life.

“How can I live in this world with this girl? If not for my daughter, | would have
remained this way. But what will happen to me and my daughter now? After
my mother, who will take care of us?”

DENNIS SOLOMON JESUDASAN

Working with The Hindu, Dennis focusses on issues concerning the
marginalized, oppressed and invisible sections of the society to help get
them visibility and amplify their voices for eg. Victims of bonded labor,
controversial orders against victims of gender violence. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Best News Report
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www.bbchindi.com, May 16, 2015
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WOMEN AND THE TROUBLE WITHIN/ WITHOUT HOMES

www.theladiesfinger.com, December 9, 2015

etween midnight and 4am is the most frightening time for a girl
. sleeping in the open,” says 22-year-old Farida Sheikh, who was
born and raised on the street. "Any passing drunk can grope her

breast, thigh, yoni..."” Farida touches herself matter-of-factly as she explains.
"But the question | ask is how safe are women even within their homes?”

She has reason to ask this, sitting as we are at Urja Trust, close to Dadar
station, at the arterial centre of Mumbai. It is a green-walled, two-storey
cottage which serves as a shelter home for girls and women in distress, who
have no other place to live.

A friend, who is a mental health counsellor at Urja, has sent me to meet the
girls. "Just speak with them,” she urged, when I said that | felt awkward about
the difference in our situations. | have a home to go back to.

"Tell them what it is like to be a writer. | want them to meet as many people as
possible from various walks of life,” she explains, “so they know it is possible...”

"What is possible?” | interrupt.

"To find a path... To gain,” she says, “an independent identity, despite all
they’ve been through!”

I've read the literature before coming here. It says, “almost 70 percent of girls
who leave home are forced out by their families and 30 percent opt to leave
home themselves, but it is important to understand that both situations arise
from dysfunctional families, difficult circumstances, and abuse.”

Still unsure, | ask if | can speak with a couple of them, to understand their
circumstances a little better. | am allowed an interview with 32-year-old
Lakshmi, who has lived at the Urja shelter for a year and half.

"Before marriage,” she says, “l schooled at our local Gujarati-medium school,
which has only up to the seventh standard. After this my father and brothers
said they didn’t have the time to drop and pick me up from the senior school
that is further away. | could not be sent alone, since | was fair and pretty. |
might get into trouble. So they kept me at home.”
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Lakshmi is homeless and without a livelihood. Others decided her destiny
then, but now she alone must decide her path from among the choices that
Urja Trust can offer her.

Lakshmi’s story raises, for me, essential questions of how she is to rebuild a
broken faith in society, and a new, never-before faith in herself.

| came to Urja Trust expecting to meet women like Lakshmi, victims of an
unkind patriarchy, but am wholly unprepared for Farida. | first spot her
walking shoulder-to-shoulder with Leela Patade, a senior social worker here.
Farida does the lion’s share of the talking, while Leela mostly nods. Farida
seems a ward, of sorts, to her.

The young woman has light brown hair and eyes, and a snub-nose. In a pair
of fitting jeans and an oversized checked shirt over a singlet, she seems no
different from a middle-class college student. Except for a certain freedom in
the way she moves and an unconservative idea she airs within ten minutes
of meeting me.

"The girls who come here,” Farida says, indicating with a tilt of her head,
the women sitting in the porch, "have quite some options. Urja helps you
choose who you want to be. But many cling to the memory of that one love
or marital relationship that went wrong, and refuse to move on. A man-
woman relationship is just one aspect of a person’s life. More important is
personal growth and developing an independent identity. Not as a woman
in traditional roles, but as a human being.”

Farida lived on a stretch of pavement in south Mumbai till she was 14 years
old. Since then, she’s lived in shelter homes (including Urja’s), as well as
private and government hostels that they arranged for her to stay at, so she
could pass her tenth and twelfth standard exams without distraction. She
now shares an apartment with two other girls in Virar, a suburb in northwest
Mumbai, is doing her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and working part-time.

During subsequent interviews, | take Lakshmi and Farida’s permission to write
about them. | promise them anonymity. Each pauses to think, and then states
clearly, jaw-squared, that she wishes to be named; that she has nothing to hide.

So, Lakshmi is her real name.
"My name is Lakshmi Chauhan,” she says. “Before marriage | was Lakshmi

Vaghela. | am an orphan. | belong to the Gujarati Hindu community. | have
three daughters.”
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"My mother died when | was a year and half old. In 2003, when | was 21,
| lost my father, too. A woman who attended my father’s funeral, asked
for my hand in marriage for her nephew. She was insistent. She said
he had studied away from Mumbai and would get a good job with the
Municipality, just like his father had. In 2007, | was married to him. At first,
my husband and in-laws were kind to me. Then they began to set rules:
stay veiled, don't speak to anybody, don't go out of the house, stay in and
do all the housework. | said to myself, it's okay. Such is a woman’s life. But
when | was pregnant with my first daughter | found out [my husband] was
having an affair with his own cousin sister. When | protested, he started
beating me up. My own brothers did not believe this was true and looked
on me with suspicion.

I left my husband’s home once when the abuse got intolerable. My brothers
discouraged legal action. So we complained to the Gujarati Samaj, even went
to the police, but eventually, when everyone assured me that my husband
would reform, | returned to him. | thought: our little girl is so lovable, he will
reform and be a good father to her. But the beatings continued. He did not
go to work. He would demand sex at any time and beat me up if | refused. My
in-laws said | had to obey my husband. Because he was my husband, | had to
do whatever he said. They began to torture me for the 5 lakh rupees that my
father had left me in bank deposits, and all the more because | had produced
a daughter.

"l had a second child, because my husband hoped for a son. Then
during an unwanted third pregnancy, the family would not give me more
than two meals a day. They restricted my access to my other children
and | had to do all the housework even though | was very weak from the
beatings.”

Finally, a five-month pregnant Lakshmi was thrown out of home with her two
little children. She went to live with her brother who admitted her in hospital
for treatment. She was severely anaemic. When she had a third daughter,
Bhavya, her husband stated that the child was not his, and refused to take
them back home.

“I filed an FIR against my husband. The police would call me to the station
every two weeks, but he would not turn up.‘What can we do!’ they'd say.'We
can hardly force him to come here!’ | appealed to the Gujarati Samaj - the
elders and women'’s groups — but he would not take me back.”

"You wanted to return to the home where they were ill-treating you?” | can't
hide my surprise.
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"My husband has taken away my two older girls, who are just seven and four
years old! When they were born he would not even look at them. He would
not take them to a doctor if they fell ill nor even buy clothes for them to
wear. He would beat them if they came to me at night... They're made to do
housework, spoken to harshly, and never taken even to the park to play. The
younger child has been withdrawn from school.

| wanted to go back for their sake, but the people at Urja Trust convinced
me to stay here and fight for them. If | go back to my husband, | might
contractan STD or HIV, since he is promiscuous... or he could even kill me.
Out here, | have a hope of rebuilding my life. My third child is in school
already. | don't need anything for myself, but my two girls... My husband
might sexually abuse them. | fear greatly for their safety.” Her voice peters
off.

And what about you? | ask. How will you heal from your personal trauma, of
abuse, beatings and... | don't say the word "rape”. But her slight body stiffens
with what I've unintentionally evoked, and I'm immediately uneasy.

"When I think of what I've been through,” she says, slowly, “my eyes fill up...
my heart is heavy.” Abruptly, she gets up and goes to her child who has
toddled away.

Should a woman continue in an unequal power equation at the cost of her
health and happiness? What can she do to change the balance of power? |
decided to put this question to someone who comes from a different socio-
cultural set-up from Lakshmi.

Sitting astride a bench that serves for dining chairs in her tastefully sparse,
sunlit apartment in Andheri West, Mumbai, an area that houses many
of her peers and colleagues, actress Arpita (not her real name), known
for her sensitive and diverse portrayal of women in Hindi and English
cinema, says that although she was financially independent of her
Producer-Director partner, she hesitated for years to leave their failing
marriage.

Arpita tells me she’s had a lot of trouble getting this apartment to rent,
although it belongs to a friend. In Mumbai, your religion and marital status
are scrutinised by the pillars of authority in housing society committees, and
it's a test that takes sweet talk, begging and sometimes a white lie or two, to
pass. Arpita’s mother had to present herself at the housing society meetings
and assure them that her now-single daughter does not live alone. She too
lives here with her!

102



“When we were first married, | wanted to nurture him and our relationship.
But as time passed and things were not harmonious, | began to try to
please him. | would not go out with my friends unless he came along.
I would wait for him all night if he didn't return from work or a party. |
steadily lost confidence in my ability to be my own person. When he said
derogatory things about my talent, | began to believe him. Then when
the relationship got worse despite all my efforts to save it, | was worried
about our public image. Privately too, | wondered, if | move out, will | be
welcome anywhere else? Will | be safe out there? | guess | stopped seeing
myself as an individual.”

A year after she left the home they shared, she says finds joy in the smallest
of things she does independently. She is thinking for herself again. She even
opted out of a new relationship, when she found herself falling into the old
patterns of behaviour.

It might come down to the question of how a woman sees herself. The mirror
is not without skewed perspectives, however: What we are taught about our
bodies, and our right over it, is one of these facets.

Lakshmi and Urja Trust switched to a more proactive tack. In consultation
with lawyers from the Human Rights Law Network, they filed a custody claim,
for her older girls, at the Family Court in Bandra.

Among the options that Urja Trust offered her, Lakshmi chose to study further.
They registered her for coaching classes a year and half ago. She is taking her
Class 10 Board exams, even as | tell her story.

Farida was born beyond walls, on the street, to parents who were born
and raised on the street. A “scholarship” of 3150 per month from the Indian
Association for Promotion of Adoption & Child Welfare put her through her
initial years of study. She began to visit the day care centre of an NGO called
Saathi when she was ten years old, and at 14, packed two sets of clothes in a
plastic bag and shifted into their shelter.

“I hated living on the street. My father would drink and abuse my mother and
me. He would beat me up, sometimes even feed me chillies. My grandmother
lived in a slum and | used to go stay with her as much as | could. My family
still lives on the street. There you don't have obligations of tradition, religion
and caste, and no overheads of rent or electricity bills. You live a day at a time
and have no further ambition. A young girl pairs up with a man early. | worry
about my 16 and 18-year-old sisters. | tried, recently, to move them into my
flat but they returned to the street in four days.”
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Farida seems candid about her background, the first time | meet her, so |
ask if I may see her home and meet her mother. "Sure,” she says. "But will
you be comfortable coming there with me?”The lines between 'housed’ and
‘homeless’are invisible, but almost inviolate in this city.

Three weeks later, we board a local train to Mumbai Central. Her mother calls
several times along the way, to check on our progress. | hear Farida asking her
if she has arranged everything properly, at their home.

"What is she arranging?”1 ask, curiously.

"She’s shifting her customers away from our space,” Farida grins. "She runs a
gambling business. Customers pay her about 320 for each game. With the
money she earns, she even helps me out with the rent on my flat”

We emerge from Mumbai Central station and cross a main street of fast-
moving traffic. On the wide, neat pavement flanking the bus depot, not
pausing in her step, Farida nods curtly to a man resting tiredly against
some boxes. "My father,” she informs me stiffly over her shoulder. "He has
tuberculosis, so he's pretty quiet these days.” | attempt an awkward smile at
him. He looks back at me, confused.

We are, I realise suddenly, in Farida’s home. Over her father’s head are colourful
clothes drying on a clothesline tied between a pole and a bus stop. A few feet
away, pots and pans and provisions are neatly piled. The gamblers are not to
be seen. Farida indicates with a look that they have been shifted to the other
side of the parked taxis.

Farida’s mother, Kammo, bustles over. She has a big smile and kohl-lined
eyes. She’s wearing a well-stitched salwar kameez, has large rings in her ears
and thick hair drawn into a bun. The only sign that belies her middle-class
appearance is the turning aside and spitting of betel nut juice. Her eyes dart
often towards the taxis behind which her customers play and she disappears
a couple of times to check on the progress of the game.

Kammo and Farida tell me about their home as we share a bottle of Mirinda that
Kammo has fetched from a store across the busy street. They've seated me at the
bus stop, which, | can't help observing, doubles as a kind of living room. Kammo
hardly speaks, only smiles widely when | ask her if she’s proud of Farida who is
about to write her first year Bachelor of Arts (in Psychology) exams.

She only speaks to tell me that she was born on the street and is so habituated
to the constant sound of traffic that she would not be able to live within walls.
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"Do you feel safe in the open?”| ask.

"It's safe,” she shrugs. "We know everything about this place,” she waves a
hand in the direction of the pavement.

I'm in the inner rooms of the poor. As a writer, this is not the first time I've
accessed the personal spaces of their lives. But standing here | am piercingly
aware that when | cover stories about middle-class or upper crust people, |
set up euphemisms and aliases to mask identities. The mirror is turned my
way on this wide-open street with its generous homeless.

She points at the two furry black stray dogs. "These are ours. They protect
us and our belongings.” Nair Hospital, a government facility is close by. She
took Farida'’s father there when he got sick. They use the public toilet nearby
for their ablutions. Kammo bids us goodbye at the gigantic gates of Mumbai
Central station, a stone’s throw away from her‘home’.

"My mother is just 38 years old,”Farida tells me on the train back to Virar where
she now lives. "She was 15 when | was born. We are more like friends. | used
to tell my mother to leave my father, but she opted to stay. My father would
abuse her earlier, but over the years, his drinking (alcohol) made him weak.
She’s stronger than him now. She takes care of him and he doesn’t abuse her
anymore.” Not walled-in as deeply by traditional gender roles, Kammo has
shifted the balance of power, to give herself the space to breathe.

“I got my parents married three years ago,” Farida recounts, “because | needed
some legal identity papers. | had none. But the Maulvi who married them, asked
me for Rs 8,000 to produce a marriage license. So | let it go. Documentation of
identity is a big problem when you try to become independent...”

Many of the women at Urja Trust, including Lakshmi are troubled by this.
In several cases, Leela says, not just personal valuables like gold jewellery,
but crucial documents like a Voter ID, PAN Card, passport, bank documents,
and academic reports are still in the homes they’ve abruptly left. “There is a
great need for a centralized system of record-keeping of the citizenry,” she
shakes her head.”We managed to procure a copy of Lakshmi’s school-leaving
certificate from her old school, which worked as proof-of-age. Some years
ago she had secretly photocopied her bank passbook, which has her home
address. With these, she’s been registered to take the tenth standard State
Board exams.”

In more ways than one, it is not easy to pick up the pieces. Still they work at it,
a day at the time. I'm moved by the courage with which women like Lakshmi
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and Farida fight the odds stacked against them. Traditionally, the home is
their domain. Walled-out, what is home to them now?

A half smile on her lips, Lakshmi replies, "A home is a place of your own. It’s
where your parents are. If, like me, you don't have parents, then it could be
where your husband and his parents are... | left one home and was torn away
from the other” Rallying around, almost as if to console herself, she says, “But
I have this shelter. The people here are both mother and father to me. This
place is my home!

What is home, | ask Farida then.”l don’t have a very good answer for you,” she
replies in her clear voice, after some thought. “But here it is. A home is where
your blood relatives live. Even if it has no roof and walls, it is still home.”

“But when | need comfort and strength, | come here!” She looks in the
direction of the peeling green house with its lines of clothes drying and
empty buckets; the leaf-littered yard, with its motley women.“Here | feel that
I too own something. A bit of peace”

In April this year, Farida was suspended from college for poor attendance. The
Principal said they supported ‘underprivileged students’ but refused to take
into consideration that the girl is a first generation learner. She has joined
college again and is regular. After a serious bout of depression, she moved
back into the Urja shelter, where they make sure she stays emotionally stable.

Lakshmi failed the tenth standard exams. She has not seen her daughters
in two years and this distresses her. She interned at the Taj Mahal Hotel for
three months and has been offered a job as a trainee. But because she has
no identity documents in her own possession, she must wait until the Aadhar
Card she’s applied for, comes through.

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

CHATURA RAO

Chatura Rao is a Mumbai-based journalist and an author. She writes for the
Hindu, scroll.in, Open magazine, Yahoo Originals and The Ladies Finger. Her
books are published by leading publishing houses.Her most recent books
are A Blueprint for Love, for adults, and Gone Grandmother, a picture book
for children. Chatura teaches creative writing to children. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Feature
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Women and Work

Gender plays a major role in determining not just the value of women's labor
but also what professions and jobs they opt for and their career graphs.
The gendered roles and norms as well as the non-supportive and at times
hostile work environment are responsible for creating the glass ceilings
in organizations and professions which limit the career progression and
aspirations of many women.

The selected writings in this section deal with the under representation of
women in some crucial fields, the challenges faced by women in their work
places and the need for focusing more on the occupational hazards faced by
women, particularly in the farming sector where they are more visible, and
finding solutions to mitigate the same.

While Purnima Sharma draws our attention to the mere 3% representation
of women as Vice Chancellor's in the country, Manisha Pande highlights the
under representation of women in media in terms of their presencein articles
with bylines, in op- ed pages, in the top management positions as well as in
the so called male beats of National Security, Ministry of Home Affairs, sports,
business etc.

Babulaal Naga on the otherhand makes a scathing remark on the lack of
redressal and retribution mechanisms to victims of workplace harassment.

Similarly, while Sachin Kumar Jain deals with the discriminatory impact
of so called ‘development’ on women farmers, Kasturi Ray speaks about
the need to acknowledge the role of women in farming and address their
technological needs as well as the occupational hazards that they face. She
profiles the work of Directorate of Resarch for Women in Agriculture and the
technological solutions that it is providing to women farmers.

The exploitation of Anganwadi workers, the discrimination faced by
female cops , and the fight of a woman journalist against a media house's
discriminatory policies towards pregnant women are also discussed in this
section highlighting the difficult circumstances in which women work.

The well researched and insightful articles in this section leave you wondering
about the extent to which women'’s work participation is influenced by their
gender roles.
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PURNIMA SHARMA

A media professional with over fifteen years of experience, Purnima
Sharma has worked with organisations like, Aaj Tak, Zee News and DD
News and has contributed regularly for reputed media. She takes keen
interest in Gender issues and has anchored many prime time shows, live
news. Presently, she works with Go News as a Senior Anchor. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Editorial Series
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DIRECTED TOWARDS EMPOWERMENT

Navbharat Times, March 28, 2016

The Bhubaneswar-based Directorate of Research for women in Agriculture’s
POA for the fairer sex — new techniques, crops, patterns and methodologies for
enhancing quality of life and creating employment opportunities

ith the setting up of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research’s
- (ICAR) Directorate of Research for Women in Agriculture (DRWA)

in the 1990s in Bhubaneswar, agricultural research began its
journey towards gender sensitivity. DRWA scientists work on tissue culture,
home science, nutrition, fisheries, horticulture, developing agricultural
technologies, farming systems, capacity building, reducing drudgery, and
knowledge upgradation by developing different models to come up with
solutions to the problems farm women face all over the country. These
scientists, mostly women, have assembled from many parts of the country
and are names to reckon with in their fields of specialisation. They have come
up with innovations and inventions trying and testing them and putting
them to use for the benefit of farm women. Each discipline has a specific
thrust of research, and these have been knitted together to focus attention
on empowerment of women in agriculture to enhance the quality of life
of farm families. These projects not only help farm women; they also go a
long way in creating employment opportunities for young women who get
tagged with the organisation as village-level workers (VLW). Recompensed
properly, these

VLWs are mostly girls who have completed basic education and can convince
the village farm women about the new techniques, crops, patterns and
methodologies.

Developed over a period of two to three years, the models which we
will discuss shortly, are implemented in nearby adopted villages and the
viability and feasibility options are taken into consideration. Once tested,
these models are implemented among farm women through a team led by
scientists, technicians and VLWs trained by the Directorate. Depending on
the success of these models in the adopted villages, these are recommended
to the State governments to be propagated.

110



FORTHE EVES

‘Women’ is the watchword around which the work of the department
revolves. “We have been successful in developing particular fruit crops and
vegetables, for example the pineapple and the pointed gourd, which have
been remodelled through tissue culture for the safety of women,” says Dr
Naresh Babu, a horticulture scientist.

As if understanding our raised eyebrows on the ‘safety’ part, he adds, “We
have developed a variety of pineapple in which the leaves are serrated
(without the thorny edges) so that during plucking, mostly done by women,
they wont get hurt.”

The department has developed resource efficient models in protective farming
through mulching (a layer of material applied to soil to increase fertility and
reduce growth of weeds) of crops. With respect to mitigating weed growth, the
department relies on polythene.“Removing weeds from the crop fields is one
of the major tasks of women. Once weeding is controlled through mulching,
the problem of deweeding is reduced,” he adds. They have proposed lowcost
models, which can be effected with home resources. Crediting women with
a temperament for biotechnology, Neelam Grewal, director of DRWA is
ecstatic about the department’s goals — develop a nursery and train women
who have done higher secondary or graduation in science for tissue culture,
standardise the conditions and then popularise it.

The scientists working in the farm drudgery reduction field have developed
two major implements to help farm women.”We have refined 25 implements
while developing two - the hand-operated maize dehusker-sheller and
vegetable cutter. Maize is a major crop in the State and a lot of effort is put in
by women farmers to dehusk it. The vegetable cutter helps reap vegetables
like ladies finger, which when done manually causes rashes on the hands
of the pluckers,” says Dr Jyoti Nayak, Senior Scientist, Family Resources
Management. The department works towards reducing occupational health
hazards and devises tools and implements. It has developed a pedal husker,
which has been sent for field validation to R Udaygiri block in Gajapati district
in the State before being recommended to the government.

NOT ALL HUNKY DORY

Neelam who joined the Directorate last July having previously worked as the
Dean of Punjab Agriculture University, Ludhiana, is aware of the challenges.
“Till very recently, visibility of research activities of the directorate was low.
Work was being done butit was limited to the confines of the state boundaries;
so commercialisation of technology was pertinent, partnerships needed to
be forged, competitive bidding was necessary and equally daunting was
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networking with various agencies. During my tenure, | have tried to fill these
gaps” Research is a cake walk compared to their efforts to reach the public.
After a certain number of models are developed, It becomes the job of the
Extension department to do the needful to reach the farm women.

“We are into path breaking research, We not only take things from lab to land
but also create awareness, find the means to reach the target, devise the
approach and then train the VLWs, a mix of male and females, to disseminate
the technology,”says Dr Sabita Mishra, Senior Scientist, Agriculture Extension.

To her credit, she has developed an indigenous green leaf vegetable park,
from where, women can get their daily nutritional needs and nurture these
varieties instead of hunting for them extensively.

“I have also experiments with backyard poultry and it has been successful as
a multi-agency participatory model,” she adds. While the work done by the
scientists is appreciable, most of these projects take two to three years to be
developed and tested before reaching the farmers. But that hasn’t deterred
the DRWA people, especially Dr Abha Singh, Scientist, Food and Nutrition,
who has come up with a low-cost baby food that has yielded good results .
She has been lavished with praise for the hygienic dry fish production fishery
model she helped implement in Puri.

Evident is the happiness in her tone when she gushes, ” both projects have
been immensely successful and we handed over the dry fish project to a
group of fisherwomen who are continuing it in their own way.”

So many areas to deal with and so many Projects. But the work environment at
DRWA is a happy and enviable one.”l was into teaching all these years despite
having always had a strong inclination towards research. Work is challenging
but satisfying. As ICAR’s motto is farmers first, we work here with the motto of
farm women first,” says Neelam. With the potential in the agricultural field, for
Neelam and her colleagues “there is nothing more satisfying than finding a
solution to problems through extensive research and that is exactly what we
have been trying to do”

DR SABITA MISHRA, Senior Scientist, Agriculture Extension
RESEARCH PROJECTS: Gender sensitive extension model, indigenous green
leaf vegetable park and backyard poultry.

My inclination towards research developed during my PhD. As | had
interacted with villagers during my tenure as KVK training officer, | was
abreast of the problems women face in agriculture. So it was always in my
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mind to help farm women, who dominate our agriculture sector, and come
up with solutions that can mitigate their occupational health hazards.

DR NARESH BABU, Scientist, Horticulture
RESEARCH PROJECTS: Developing friendly crops through tissue culture,
measures for protective farming and resource efficient models.

Research is something that benefits farmers directly. Since my university
days, | was sure about wanting to be in this field so that | could find out what
best helps the farmers. And since women play a major role in farming in India,
giving them solutions to their problems will be helpful for a vast majority. The
scope for research is endless.

DR JYOTI NAYAK, Senior scientist, Family Resource Management
RESEARCH PROJECTS: Refined 25 tools and developed Maize Sheller and
Vegetable cutter.

After MSc in Home Science from Agra University, | worked with Integrated
Child Development Services as an instructor and then joined the Central
Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, as extension-cum-research officer. For any
discipline to grow, research is important. | had been seeing women farmers
facing problems in the workfield, even in the household environment.
I was inclined to work on farm drudgery reduction at the farmers’ level,
skill management and find solution for lack of market linkage and other
constraints. The requirement of farm women as far as tools were concerned
was immense. So | took up research to provide a solution to these problems.

GAYATRI MAHARANA: Scientist, Home Science
RESEARCH PROJECTS: Ergonomic evaluation of selected manually operated
farm equipment in mango and cashewnut.

As | qualified as an Agricultural Research Service officer, | was always prepared
to get into research and | could not have got a better platform than this to
pursue something of my interest .

DR ABHA SINGH, Scientist, Food and Nutrition
RESEARCH PROJECTS: low cost baby food and hygienic dry fish production
fishery model

It is only after | got into research work that | got hooked on various projects.
My husband is also into research, so it was a natural choice for me and the
prospect of growth was good.
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Dope on DRWA

The DRWA was established as National Research Centre for Women in
Agriculture on the recommendation of the Working Group on Agricultural
Research and Education constituted by the Planning Commission for the
formulation of the Eighth Five Year Plan (1992-97). The institute was upgraded
to the Directorate of Research on Women in Agriculture during the Xl Plan.
Sinceitsinception, DRWA has been in the forefront of undertaking research on
issues affecting women in agriculture. It has focused on participatory action
research in different technology-based theme areas involving rural women
to test suitability of technologies for women and suggest their refinement.
ICAR has merged the All India Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on Home
Science with National Research Centre for Women in Agriculture (NRCWA) in
Xl plan period (2007). The All India Coordinated Research Project on Home
Science alias DRWAs are running in 10 centres of nine states of the country.

KASTURI RAY

An Alumnus of IIMC, Kasturi Ray writes on issues of gender, education,
environment. After a long stint with New Indian Express she is presently
freelancing alongwith pursuing her PhD in English. She is also a visiting
faculty at Birla Global University. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-14- Best
Feature
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Vividha Features, July 12,2014
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" BABULAL NAGA

Babulal Naga is presently media coordinator at Vividha Features. He has
earlier contributed to various newspapers of Rajasthan.He also has been
the resource person in various training and capacity building programs for
rural youth in the field of rural journalism. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15-
Jury Appreciation Certificate
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WHERE ARE THE WOMEN

www.newslaundry.com, December 5, 2014

of women's reservation in Parliament, detailing how a Bill is needed

to ensure representation of women in the national legislature.
It seems, however, that they have done little to ensure adequate female
representation on their pages.

. rominent English newspapers have for long championed the cause

For three months, starting August, 2014, Newslaundry painstakingly
reviewed four leading English newspapers to gauge the number of male and
female contributors. And the results don't exactly paint a pretty picture: 73
per cent of the 8,681 articles examined were written by men. While women
contributed to 27 per cent of the articles. Which means that for every one
article written by a woman, there were about three pieces written by men.

The papers examined were the Delhi editions of The Times of India (TOI),
The Hindustan Times (HT), The Hindu and The Indian Express. TOI, The Hindu
and HT are the country's top papers - in terms of circulation - in that order,
according to the Audit Bureau of Circulations.

The Indian Express does not figure in the top five most widely circulated
newspapers but was added to the list considering the impact it has owing
to its readership in policy circles. It would be fair to state that together the
four papers set the agenda for the government and national discourse. And
even as they dissect other establishments on issues of gender equality, our
research shows that they don't quite pass the test themselves.

NOT UP FRONT

According to the numbers thrown up by our survey, few women seem to
make it to the front page. In HT, women made up only 18 per cent of the
bylines, while the figure stood at 28 per cent for both The Indian Express and
TOI. The Hindu was close to achieving parity with 40 per cent of their articles
written by women.

On the edit and op-ed pages, too, men accounted for most of the bylines,
with HT again faring the worst -- women accounted for just 20 per cent of the
bylines. The situation is better in the city pages, with The Hindu having more
women contributors at 58 per cent.
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Notably, all four papers have male editor-in-chiefs. In The Hindu, though,
Editor Malini Parthasarathy is in charge for all practical purposes. There's
never been a survey conducted to determine the composition of Indian
newsrooms but women journalists in the industry testify that the editorial
rooms are, in fact, overflowing with men, even as women comprise 50 per
cent of the national population.

"Given that there are very few women editors in the top positions of power,
newsroom culture is invariably masculine. This is borne out by 'male’
conversations and sexist jokes heard in the newsroom," says Monobina
Gupta, edit page editor at DNA. The fact that the top echelons in these
organisations are dominated by men would tend to automatically rule out
active intervention by women editors in the choice of news - particularly
front-page news.

Most journalists we spoke to agree that sexism in a male-dominated office in
the media plays out subtly. "Out of the seven bosses | have worked for so far,
four were women. All four were deeply respected in the newsroom, wielded
great authority and, to the best of my knowledge, never encountered a
challenge that had anything to do with their gender. The only big (and
worrying) difference | saw while discussing our female and male bosses
outside of work is how personal attacks can get while talking about women
heads. If she is a hard taskmaster or a slave driver, it 'must' be because she
is unmarried (out of the four, two were single)," says a reporter working in a
prominent news daily, not willing to be named.

"Oh, and the kind of rumours that swirl around the personal lives of single,
female bosses. It can get vicious, at times," she adds.

A journalist working for a financial daily states that in the two newspapers she
has worked for in over eight years, though there seemed to be many women
journalists at the junior and mid-level, the most senior positions were almost
entirely held by men. "l have felt that the print media does not discriminate
while hiring initially but something seems to be happening along the way
that results in mostly men occupying the top jobs."

In terms of pay, the perception, for good reason, is that women get
paid less. "Women, and there are a few exceptions, do earn 20 per cent less
than their male counterparts though they may be doing the same work.
It is not rocket science -- that perceptions and qualitative importance
attached to the work that men do, also get quantitatively translated, for
the benefit of the male colleagues,” says Anuradha Raman, Associate Editor,
Outlook.
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'SOFT' VERSUS 'HARD' BEATS

The gender gap becomes more distinct when you look at beats like sport,
crime, national security (includes stories on the Central Bureau of Investigation,
home and defence ministry and so on) and business. Our survey shows that
the business pages of the four papers combined had only 28 per cent women
writing for them. The sport pages had only four per cent. Beats like crime,
governance and policy and foreign policy, too, had a small percentage of
women writing for them. Are women then still confined to reporting on what
are traditionally looked on as so-called "soft" beats and women's issues?

"The sub-text of beat allocation has always reflected some sort of gender
division. For instance, how many male journalists are given beats like HRD
[Human Resource Development] or ministry for women and children?
Similarly, very few women follow the so-called 'hard' beats like home ministry,
defence, Intelligence Bureau, finance and so on. Since newsroom culture
tends to be highly sexist, editors should make it a point to get male reporters
to cover the 'soft'/feminised beats," says Gupta. Another journalist working
in a features team of a national daily says she is not sure whether beats get
assigned based on gender, but it is "damn hard to get a male feature writer".

Hoot Editor Sevanti Ninan says that there are many women writing on sport,
business and policy, and many are doing hardcore interviews on business news
channels if you take the media industry as a whole. "Women cover political
parties in most newspapers. If you are looking for missing women in the Indian
media, you need to look at the regional press, particularly Hindi," she adds.

Raman concurs: "Some of the finest business journalists have been women
and there are a lot of them in pink newspapers now."

It must be stated here that, though we would have liked this survey to be
more elaborate and cover all English dailies to present a definitive picture
of gender representation in the English print media, our resources did not
permit us to do so. The survey should, then, be viewed as a primer to the
dismal state of representation of women in the news media. And the bigger
picture, if you go by the trend here, will only be starker.

MANISHA PANDE

Manisha Pande is a Senior Editor with Newslaundry and her writing
focusses on the media and the biases that operate within the sector but
are rarely reported on.Through her work she hopes to start conversations
about the media that is supposed to expose inequality but is hobbled by
the same forces of class and privilege that perpetuate injustice in society.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best web News Report
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FEMALE COPS ON DUTY

Greater Kashmir, October 17, 2014

Kashmir Police, was enjoying her morning tea at the Kothi Bagh

Police Station, the Station House Officer, Altaf Ahmad, left hastily
with his senior colleagues. A grenade had been thrown just across the road
at The State Bank of India building and the officers needed to go out and
monitor the situation.

. n August 10, 2000, when Dilshada Akhtar, an SPO with Jammu and

“When | am back, | should have a cup of tea on my table,” the SHO told
Dilshada who was still holding her cup between her hands. Dilshada was
the only female cop posted at the police station. Even though she felt lonely
for not having a female colleague to talk to, most of the times she enjoyed
the pampering from her male staffers who gave her respect and helped with
work. In the kitchen of the police station, as the terrified cook was preparing
the cup of tea, Dilshada played down the incident and consoled the cook by
cracking jokes and peeling vegetables for him. Suddenly there was a bang.
The metal dishes fell off from the shelves, the windowpanes ruptured, and
chaos took over.

A bomb planted in a white ambassador car had exploded outside the station.
This was the main attack. The first grenade had been thrown only to scare
away the civilians and pull together the policemen and Indian soldiers for
maximum causality. Dilshada and few others, who were inside and thus
saved, ran to check on the colleagues who had just left. There was blood,
limbs, hands and chunks of flesh. Thirteen policemen were either dead, or
dying. The SHO, who wanted his tea ready when back, was dead and barely
identifiable. For Dilshada, time froze right there. Even after fourteen years,
the darkness of night comes to haunt her with the blood-spattered scene.
She feels breathless and her hands tingle as if touching the bare human flesh.

“I cannot forget the sensation | felt, the first time | touched the flesh pieces of
my colleagues,” says Dilshada. “l feel it even now as | talk about it,” she adds,
looking at her hands. Dilshada fights depression like many of her colleagues
who she thinks work in the department against their will.

Poverty and family responsibilities push these poor women to work as
SPO’s for 3,000 they get every month, “Where else can one, who has barely
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finished her high school, find a job?"asks Dilshada, who is currently posted in
the District Police Lines Srinagar. When Dilshada’s husband left her in 1997,
she needed money to raise her one-year-old son. Until then, she had always
thought of herself as a pacifist who hated violence and dreaded bloodshed.
But when the months of job search failed to yield any result, Dilshada took
the job of SPO in police. “l thought my only association with the job was the
money it gave me every month,” she says.

But Dilshada was wrong. As the days became months and months years, her
work began to take an emotional and mental toll on her. Her own dilemmas
made her lonelier. “Sometimes when | witnessed a militant attack and
required to appear in a court, | felt ashamed for standing against my own
brothers whose presence never made me insecure,” Dilshada sighs.

“It was painful to speak against those who paid me respect even when | was
in police uniform.” The SHO of the only full-fledged Women Police Station
of Kashmir, Gulshan Akhtar says that the conflict has shaped the lives of
Kashmiri women and that Kashmiri female cops are no exception. “Almost
95 percent of the cases we receive here are the marital disputes between
couples who are just sad or depressed because of the stressful environment
around them,” the SHO said. On an average day, the police station receives
10-15 complaints from women. More than 80 percent of these cases are
solved within the police station premises by the counseling that Gulshan and
her staff provide to the couples. FIR’s are seldom registered and in very rare
occasions, the cases reach the courts.

However, sometimes when the counselors observe an abnormal behavior
in an accuser or accused, Gulshan seeks help from NGOs who give free
mental counseling to these couples. “Many times we found out that one
of the partners behaved in a certain way because of a traumatic incident
he/she witnessed in the past,” says the SHO. Although Gulshan might be
instrumental in keeping families intact, her own dreams of making a name in
the profession are still unrealized. “In kashmiri society, a woman first thinks of
her family, her children, in-laws and then of herself;” she says.

Many times Gulshan thought of sending her nomination for an award or a
program but running her house seemed more important than chasing her
dreams. “Maybe someday when my children are grownups, | would give
sometime to myself;’ she says.

Recently an inspector with the Jammu and Kashmir Police, Shakti Devi, was
awarded the International Peacekeeper Award 2014, for her “exceptional”
role in boosting the status of women police and helping victims of sexual
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and gender violence. The Jammu based 38-year-old inspector has been
serving the Jammu and Kashmir police from the past 14 years and is currently
deployed in United Nations Assistance Mission Program in Afghanistan.

“No female cop from Kashmir has gone on such missions,” says SSP
Headquarters, Javid Hassan Bhat. “From Kashmir valley, only males go,” he
says. Bhat says that there are around 50 cops from Kashmir valley currently
deployed under different peacekeeping programs. All of them are males.
“May be women don’t want to go. Or maybe it is the social set up that limits
their role to homemaking,” he says.

Constable Malik Mehmooda, however, believes that it is the patriarchy in the
department that stands like a wall between women Kashmiri police cops
and the outside world.“No one ever tells us about such avenues. They might
be celebrating the award of Shakti Devi but until now we didn’t even know
who she was,” said Mehmooda, who is also posted in the District Police Lines
Srinagar.

Mehmooda recalls an incident when she discovered a bag full of ammunition
hidden under a tree in Pratab Park and her male colleagues snatched the bag
from her and passed it as their work.

“I cried for days, went office to office, but they all conspired against me.
They felt ashamed because | was the only female cop in the group and I had
achieved the breakthrough,” she remembers.

Mehmooda denies any role of social setup and family obligations in stopping
Kashmiri women cops from living their dreams,“l have three kids. My husband
takes care of them when | am away on duty. He would be more than happy
to send me anywhere. Now tell me, is it my husband or my department who
prevents me from making a name?” questions Mehmooda.

Mehmooda cites the example of Shazia Akhtar, a constable who survived a
grenade attack that killed her colleague, Gulshan. On September 26 2006,
when a hand grenade was hurled at their Maruti Gypsy vehicle near Maharaji
Bazar, the women constables, Shazia Akhtar and Gulshan Akhtar were
absorbed in a discussion. The next moment, there was a bang, then silence
and then a lot of blood.

Gulshan was dead. Shazia and the two male constables were critical and
hospitalized. “She has metallic pins fixed and there are scars all over her
body. She isn’t the same cheerful woman anymore but continues to serve the
department fearlessly,” Mehmooda said. “Nobody acknowledges our work.”
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While Shakti Devi is acclaimed for boosting the status of women police, her
own counterparts in Kashmir valley continue to face gender based violence,
loneliness and social exclusion.

For SPO Shahzada Bano, facing her family is more dreadful than facing an
angry crowd. A resident of Ram Bagh, Shahzada says her family and in-laws
pick on her profession every time there is an argument at home.

“l can't recall any incident when | was humiliated by angry stone-throwers
but my mother-in-law does that all the time.”

SHAZIAYOUSUF

A freelance journalist Shazia, focusses on stories about Kashmiri women
and their perspective of war through a gendered lens. She writes on
issues that otherwise don't make it to the mainstream media. Her
work has fetched her a number of Awards and Fellowships. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Consistent Writing On Gender Issues
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ITISHREE MANAKANKAR PRASHNA

The Prameya, February 7, 2015
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NIBEDITA PATTANAIK

With fifteen years of experience in media Nibedita is currently a media
advocate of CDAC, Hyderabad and UNICEF Odisha. Her writing focusses on
gender issues with a focus on discrimination faced by a girl child. Recipient
of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Column
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GARBHVATI KARAMCHARIYON SE KYUN HOTA HAI
BHEDBHAAV?

Broadcast in BBC Radio Hindi, March 20, 2015

pregnant with her first child, a woman journalist got the shock of her
life. In her inbox was a curt termination letter from her employer, a
leading news channel. Her performance, it said, had been "unsatisfactory".

. arely a month after she informed her bosses in India that she was

She hit back and sued her employer. She told the court that the "termination
was illegal and flouted labour laws" by denying her the protection and
benefits extended to pregnant women workers. Three years later, the court
instructed the channel to give her job back with back wages. The channel has
appealed against the ruling.

India's maternity laws allow working women three months of paid leave
and job protection. But the reality can often be different: India's labour
courts received more than 900 complaints of denial of maternity benefits by
employers between 2008 and 2012. But most working women, when denied
maternity benefits, do not go to court, they just stop working.

Mothers traditionally bring up children in India. Few employers provide
flexible working hours or creche facilities, and many do not prefer to hire
women who are mothers.

According toa 2013 World Bankstudy, only 27% of the female population aged
over 15 is working in India. This is the lowest rate of women's participation in
any workforce among the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa)
countries, with the highest in China at 64%.

This feature highlights the silent discrimination that forces many working
mothers to quit their jobs after having children.

DIVYA ARYA

Divya Arya is an award winning correspondent with the BBC based in India.
Her focus is on exploring human rights issues with a specific focus on
gender. Her research paper ‘Headlining Sexual Violence * is due to be
published soon. She has also critically evaluated media reporting of sexual
violence after the 2012 Delhi gangrape. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16-
Best Radio News Feature
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Women and Politics

On paper India’s has 50% reservation for women in Panchayati Raj Institutions.
However, the moot question is how far has this constitutional provision
empowered the women to play a defining role in the development process.
Twenty five years after the 73rd amendment, it is a fact that women continue
to remain in the shadows with men exercising power by proxy.

Sarika Malhotra reports from the remote villages of Vaishali and Muzaffarpur
in Bihar highlighting the poor participation of women in local self
government institutions. Even when a village has a woman mukhiya, real
power remains with her husband, called the mukhiyapati and his authority
is accepted and justified by the people. The tokenism and appeasement
policies of government are denying women the real opportunities for
political empowerment, Sarika avers.

The recent amendment to the Panchayati Raj Act by Haryana and Rajasthan
governments that set minimum educational qualifications for contesting
the panchayat elections is yet another measure which has more devastating
impact on women, who are particularly disadvantaged when it comes to
schooling and education. Shreya lla Anusuya, talks about successful woman
leaders at Panchayat level who were instrumental in bringing about social
change in the villages and how the new rule has disempowered them.

Makepeace Sithlou presents an interesting insight into how women caught
in the cross currents of the political system and people's protests play an
important role in dousing the passions and bringing in normalcy, yet are
left out of the decision making roles in strategising the response to the
Government. Makepeace writes about the tribal protests in Churachandpur
district of Manipur regarding violence by the police forces on local activists
protesting three bills that were passed without the consent of the locals.
Women responded to the violent protests by organizing silent and peaceful
marches which helped decelerate the tensions, yet, the Manipuri women
were nowhere in the leadership roles to decide the future course of action
against the bills.

Going through the articles one cannot but realize that inspite of the
constitutional provisions and demonstration of exemplary leadership at
grassroot level by women, the political power is majorly vested in men who
are in no hurry to part with it.



ALL THE QUEEN'S MEN

Business Today, August 31, 2014

a nondescript one-storied building with a freshly plastered name

plate: 'Office of Mahmuda Khatoon, Mukhiya, Vaishali Panchayat
Soon, they are greeted by a short-statured man in his 40s dressed in a
sparkling white starched kurta pyjama and white canvas shoes. He listens to
the concerns of the villagers about the Mukhya Mantri Kanya Vivah Yojna -
it provides financial assistance to the family of the girl child at the time of
her marriage - and is addressed as Mukhiyaji (chief). The man assures the
group that he has verified their marriage certificate and the papers are being
processed at the block office. The group is at ease interacting with Mukhiyaiji.
In fact, this is their seventh meeting with him for the same purpose. With
much pride, the man introduces himself as M.D. Kalamuddin, 'President of
Vaishali, MP"

. couple of men, seated on wooden chairs, wait outside a room in

MP stands for Mukhiya Pati, the official name for the husbands of women
mukhiyas, explains Kalamuddin."Sab kuch toh madam hain,humto basunke
PA hain (Madam has all the powers, I'm just her PA)," he quips. Kalamuddin's
wife, Khatoon, not seen in or around the premises, is the mukhiya of
Vaishali panchyat, and Kalamuddin performs duties on her behalf. In
effect, mukhiya of Vaishali panchayat in north Bihar. When enquired about
Khatoon, Kalamuddin says she is resting in the house, which is located right
opposite the office. "Humara kaam to subah 5 se raat ke 9 baje tak chalta
hai, sab cheez ke liye unko disturb nahi kar saktey. Kuch zaroori hota hai to
jaake sign karwa lete hain." (Our work goes on from five in the morning to
nine in the night. We don't
disturb her for everything.
If it is important, we go
and get her signature).
After much insistence,
Kalam Saheb agrees to
call Khatoon and she
finally emerges from the
house. It was one of those
rare occasions when the
villagers got to see their
mukhiya.
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This is not an isolated case in Bihar. As Business Today travelled through
Vaishali district, such examples stood out. The house of Salempur panchayat's
Mukhiya Neelam Devi has a similar setting. Rounds of tea have been served
in the verandah where a group of men wait to meet the mukhiya. Villagers
explain that a lady can't meet visitors unless accompanied by the men of the
house. After some 50 minutes, a bike stops in front of the house and its driver
is greeted by the group as Mukhiyaji.

A while later, Devi emerges from the house and explains the reason for
her delay in meeting us. "Hum issleye bahar nahi aa rahe they kyonki sab
kaam toh yehee kartey hain, toh sab jaankaari inko hai." (I was not coming
out because my husband does all the work and has all the information).
Devi's husband, Ram Krishna Singh, a rural medical practitioner, says his
entire day goes in addressing the issues of villagers who flock to their
house from morning till midnight. "ltney log aate hain ki madam ka poora
din chai bananey mein nikal jaata hai. Ghar ke kaam aur bacchon ke liye
bhee samay mushkil se milta hai," he says. (There are so many visitors that
madam's entire day goes in making tea for them. She gets little time for
household chores and children.)

Some 100 cups of tea are served daily to visitors in their house as the
panchayat bhawan is undergoing renovation and madam has to ensure
that all people coming to meet them are looked after well, adds Singh.
"Madam authority hain, hum to kewal formality nibhatey hain, "(Madam is
the authority, | just take orders) he asserts. However, Devi confirms that she
has attended only a couple of meetings with the Block Development Officer
(BDO), District Magistrate and District Development Commissioner since
becoming the Mukhiya in 2011.

RUBBER STAMPS

Devi and Khatoon are among the scores of women mukhiyas, sarpanchs
and pramukhs in the state who find themselves in a peculiar situation. They
were elected after 50 per cent mukhiya and sarpanch seats (some 4,200) in
panchayats were reserved for women in Bihar in 2006. But most of these
women are just rubber stamps with the men in their house - it can be the
husband, father or the son - running the show. A random sample of Vaishali
block's women mukhiyas and pramukhs makes this evident. In Bhagwatpur
panchayat, Paspati Devi is the Mukhiya but her son Nunu Singh is known to
discharge all official duties. Usha Devi served as the Pramukh of Vaishali for
seven years till June this year but her husband Nawal Rai, known as Pramukh
Pati, did all the official work. Villagers point out that Usha Devi was hardly
ever seen at the block office during her entire tenure.
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Not just the villagers, but the block officials also are accustomed to interacting
with the male members. In the block office of Vaishali, the official contact list
of newly elected sarpanchs and mukhiyas, sourced by BT, has a column for
the name of the husband, father and son. Interestingly, the contact numbers
mentioned in the list are of the male members instead of the lady mukhiya.
Indeed, most BDOs don't even recognise the real mukhiyas, says Anil Kumar
Bhagat, a resident of Vaishali district. "In a group of women, the BDO will not
be able to recognise the mukhiya. All officials are used to interacting with the
Mukhiya and the Pramukh Patis," he says.

The Bihar government is aware of the ground realities in the state. In the past,
women mukhiyas have been discouraged from being accompanied by their
husbands, or representing them, for official meetings. Shashi Shekhar Sharma,
Principal Secretary, Panchayati Raj Department, Bihar, acknowledges the
problem but points out that it is not limited to the state alone. "In Jharkhand,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh men accompany and assist
women mukhiyas. However, one has to look at the situation rationally. It's a
structural problem. The root cause for this is illiteracy, lack of confidence and
training of these women representatives,' he says.

Sharma explains that the role of the panchayats has evolved in the recent
past, with considerable development and financial decisions resting in the
hands of the mukhiyas - right from implementing development and welfare
schemes such as MGNREGA and Indira Awaas Yojna to construction of roads
and drainages. These involve preparing audit reports and giving sanctions for
projects. "Since the seats are reserved, women get elected. And from the very
next day they are supposed to perform their duties and implement schemes
and give sanctions for projects,’ says Sharma. "However, since most women
are illiterate and do not have any training of handling technical issues and
financial deals, they have no option but to take assistance from male family
members. Also, family members are the only people she can trust for financial
decisions.”

The government is conscious of this problem and is making provisions to
train and assist these women representatives. "This is just a transitional
phase. Once these representatives are trained, they will feel confident and
will be empowered," says Sharma.

However, that promises to be a tall order. The disconnect of the women
representatives is not limited to the administrative set-up. Villagers point out
that in most cases these women representatives do not even come out of
the house to campaign during panchayat elections to protect the pratishtha
(prestige) of the family, "Where is the question of going out for campaigning
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M.D. Kalamuddin, Hushand of Mahmuda Khatoon, Mukhiya (Chief), Vaishali gram panchayat.
(Photos by Sarika Malhotra)

when women are still accompanied by male members while going out of the
house? The lady's role is limited to dutifully filing her nomination papers and
casting her vote," says Pramod Kumar Singh, a resident of the district.

Singh says women mukhiyas do not even know where the papers are filed
and what documents are required. "She just signs on the nomination form
brought to her. All political negotiations, decisions, bargains and approach
are decided by the men." Indeed, the social set-up is such that women hardly
get any time to get involved in public life. "All the household chores are
undertaken by the lady and since most homes have big joint families there is
no time for other activities. Middle-class women stay in purdah,” says Singh.

Clearly, it will be a while before reservation of panchayat seats lead to real
empowerment for these women. "Where is the question of empowerment?
She has instead empowered her husband or son," says Bhagat. Villagers
believe that in this milieu, it will take another couple of decades for women
to contest elections independently and not as a proxy for the family.

Bhagat explains the dynamics. "Every panchayat has a similar socio economic
set-up in which a few families or individuals have political inclination and
ambition. They are the ones who contest elections and spend money on
elections,” he says. "Depending on the category of reservation, they field their
candidates, who can either be from their family or outside. If it's a reserved
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seat for women, they field their mothers or wives. The lady is just used as a
pawn to fulfil the ambition of the family or individual."

This is also evident from the case of Kalamuddin, who had lost the election
to the Bihar legislative assembly (Vidhan Sabha) on a BSP ticket in 2010 from
Kurhani, in Muzaffarpur district. He then fielded his wife, Khatoon, in 2011
from Vaishali in mukhiya elections, since the seat was reserved for women.
Devi's case is no different. Her family is quite influential and she was fielded
for the post of sarpanch in the previous panchayat election from Salempur, a
reserved seat. Devi had won, as the seat was reserved. Now she is the mukhiya.
Interestingly, in Devi's case, the name and mobile number of her husband's
uncle - Mohaniji - is also mentioned in the official contact list at the block office.

A LOT AT STAKE

Power is increasingly being vested with panchayats for implementation
of crucial schemes and projects. Indeed, becoming a mukhiya brings in
recognition and power, besides being a stepping stone for a bigger role in
public life. Development economist Bina Agarwal believes that both, the
lure of financial resources and the political power and status which goes
with the position of mukhiya, is a big draw. This makes elections to the
panchayats a high-stakes battle. For instance, a mukhiya has to implement
and administer 29 schemes. A panchayat gets ¥50 to 360 lakh to spend on
different central and state schemes in a year, in addition to being responsible
for the appointment of panchayat school teachers, Asha Health Workers and
Anganwadi (government-sponsored child- and mother-care centre) workers.

"Everything in the panchayat gets routed through the mukhiya and other
officials including the BDO and panchayat secretary become natural allies,
with each in the chain getting a stipulated cut for every work done, be it
construction, distribution, verification or appointments,” says Krishna Kumar,
a social worker associated with Prayog, an NGO which works in rural areas.

Neelam  Devi, Mukhiya
(Chief) of Salempur gram
panchayat and husband
Ram Krishna Singh.
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In reserved panchayat seats for women, the husband or the head of the family
decides and dictates the terms on which implementation of any project
or scheme takes place. Kumar points out that the mukhiyas get a meagre
allowance of 1,200 a month and that is not the only driving force for women
or their husbands to be in public life which involves working round the
clock. "Since the real elected representatives do not perform any duty and
all dealings are done by the husbands or sons, corruption has escalated," says
Kumar. "As the block officials oblige the family members by interacting with
them, therefore taking bigger cuts from the family members, it eventually
translates into greater corruption in schemes."

Clearly, most women representatives have stayed at home and functioned
as mere figureheads. "In many cases these women have very little or no
knowledge about local governance issues. They simply put their sign or
thumb impression on the dotted line," says Ranjana Kumari, Director of
the Delhi-based Centre for Social Research. Bihar, and indeed India, is not
unfamiliar with women running the show on behalf of their husbands. "Bihar
was ruled by Rabri Devi for eight years from 1997 after her husband (Lalu
Prasad Yadav) resigned following the fodder scam charges but administered
the state," says Kumari.

But rampant corruption in welfare schemes has often put these women
representatives in a strange position. In cases of corruption, FIRs and
complaints are lodged against these women since they are the official
authorised signatories but the real culprits are mostly the men. Such examples
are growing in Bihar, says Minni Thakur, Reader and Head of the Department
of Political Science, RNAR College, Samastipur, Bihar and author of "Women
Empowerment Through Panchayati Raj Institutions". "Complaints are lodged
against them and action is taken against these women representatives as
they are the authorised signatory. In cases of inquiry they have no clue of
what has happened and how to deal with the situation. They just follow the
advice of their husbands."

Observers feel, contrary to expectations, reservation is diluting the concept
of Gram Swaraj (self rule by the villages). "In the gram sabha (meeting of
villagers), the mukhiya proposes all projects in front of the villagers where
the plans, schemes, allocations are discussed, passed and then taken to the
block officers for approval, " says Kumar.

He adds that, since the lady mukhiya does not attend the meeting, the plans
are internally decided by the husbands, sons, their coterie and officials, and
the lady only signs the documents. "The common man is completely kept out
and is unaware of the development plans, as the sabha seldom takes place.
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In essence, it has weakened grassroot democracy. The only time the lady
mukhiya is seen publicly is on August 15 and October 2 when it is mandatory
and makes for a photo opportunity for the block records," says Kumar.

So are reservations bringing about any change in the socioeconomic status
of women? It takes generations to bring about social changes, says activist
Shabnam Hashmi. "A large proportion of women are still surviving under
khaps and in feudal societies which treat them as the property of men. The
rise of communal politics and caste politics has further made the women
second-class citizens," says Hashmi.

The conservative social set-up is making it difficult for women's reservation
to work, say observers. "Patriarchy and illiteracy contribute to us becoming a
static society in most parts of the country. Therefore, women are controlled
by their fathers, brothers and then husbands. The government's schemes for
empowering women are good but their implementation is pathetic," says
George Mathew, Chairman, Institute of Social Sciences, Delhi.

Under then chief minister Nitish Kumar, Bihar was the first state in the country
to introduce 50 per cent reservation for women in all tiers of panchayats
through the Bihar Panchayati Raj Act, 2006. Currently eight states, including
Bihar, have reserved half the seats in local self government bodies for women

"After the introduction of reservation, Bihar witnessed almost 10 per cent
increase in voting in the 2009 parliamentary elections on account of women
voters. It worked to the government's advantage. It translated into sure shot
vote bank," says Thakur. While things really did not improve for the women on
the ground, for the first time they got some recognition socially. "It worked
as appeasement politics. The very fact that the men of the house are getting
papers signed from her, she is getting some importance in the social space, is
addressed as madamiji and children in schools flaunt that their mother is the
mukhiya, was significant," adds Thakur.

But whether reservation has actually empowered women at the grassroots
is debatable.

SARIKA MALHOTRA

Sarika Malhotra is Senior Assistant Editor at Hindustan Times.A Doctorate
from JNU, she reports on development economics and ground reportage
is her calling. She has a diverse experience of reporting on private equity,
financial services, grassroots entrepreneurship, water and social economy
and has been conferred a number of awards. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-
15- Best Investigative Story
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IN A DEMOCRACY, EDUCATION CERTICATES SHOULDN'T
MATTER. SO WHY IS NO ONE TALKING ABOUT NORTI BAI?

The Wire, May 14, 2016

The ght to make the right to contest elections a fundamental right is on, but in the
meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of poor, Dalit and Adivasi people, religious
minorities and women in two states are waiting in limbo

1981, she won a legal fight on the chronic gender pay gap between
men and women workers. Thereafter, she became computer literate,
even though she'd had to drop out of school as a child.

. y any account, Norti Bai is a trailblazer. As a construction worker in

She contested panchayat elections, becoming the first Dalit woman sarpanch
in the village of Harmara in Rajasthan. As sarpanch, Norti Bai organised
computer training lessons for the girls in the village, fought land mafia to
build a hospital and had three thousand trees planted by villagers who she
ensured were employed under the MNREGA scheme.

As a highly capable and effective sarpanch, who fearlessly stood up to
powerful upper caste menin the village, built latrines and roads, hand-pumps
and solar streetlights, she exemplified the spirit of the 73rd amendment, the
central aim of which was to decentralise government in India.

Norti Bai should have been celebrated as a shining example of the success
of the panchayati raj system, and a strong example of the power of those
battling the horrors of
gender, caste, and class
discrimination in India.

Instead, right before the
elections that Norti Bai
would have re- contested
were due to be announced
in 2014, an ordinance was
issued that disqualified
her from running for
sarpanch again.
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Speaking at a panel discussion organised by the National Law University,
Delhi and Dialogue for Democracy in New Delhi last week, Norti Bai said: “I
got my rights for five years, and then they got taken away. In those five years,
many women had started asking questions of the establishment. They have
been let down. If we can manage the home, we can absolutely take part in
the political process.”

Why was Norti Bai disqualified?

The Rajasthan Panchayati Raj Act, 1994, said that any candidates had to meet
the following requirements in order to be eligible for contesting Panchayat
elections:

They had to have ‘a functional sanitary toilet in the house! They had to have
cleared Class X to become a member of a Zila Parishad or Panchayat Samiti.
To run for sarpanch, they should have cleared Class V if contesting in a
scheduled area, and Class VIII if in a non-scheduled area.

These amendments were passed by the Rajasthan state legislature on March
28, 2015, effectively amending the Rajasthan Panchayati Raj Act, 1994. They
had an immediate and devastating impact on the political participation
of poor people, Dalit-bahujan and Adivasi people, women and religious
minorities in the state.

A full 75% of the rural population over the age of 20 became ineligible to
contest sarpanch elections, and a much higher number was automatically
disqualified from contesting block and district panchayat polls. A vast
majority of women belonging to the Scheduled Castes - 93% - became
disqualified.

Rajasthan is not the only state to have taken this step. Haryana too passed
these amendments, first as an ordinance, and then as an Act. In Haryana, a
general candidate must have passed class X to contest panchayat elections,
while SC and women candidates need to have passed Class VIl in order to
qualify. Any SC woman who wishes to contest the post of ‘panch’ must have
completed Class V.

The Haryana amendments also include the clause for ‘a functional toilet; and
add property-based disqualifications such as failure to pay arrears to any
agriculture co-operative society or banks, or even the failure to pay electricity
bill dues.

Speaking about the consequences of the amendments on the political
participation of women in Haryana, general secretary of the All India
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Women attending the special Gram Sabha. Kabza Gram Panchayat, District Dungarpur, Rajasthan.
Credit: UN Women/Gaganijit Singh, Flickr CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

Democratic Women'’s Associate Jagmati Sangwan said, “After the 73rd
amendment, women were beginning to enter the mainstream of political life
with the panchayat elections. There were debates about what they would do:
would they go to meetings, would they go out to campaign, etc. Women were
moving ahead with a lot of enthusiasm. But as soon as these amendments
came into force, the dreams of lakhs of women who wanted to serve their
communities and their panchayats were shattered.”

Preet Singh, a former sarpanch from Haryana who has also been disqualified
from contesting, said, “I am speaking about my work from experience, not
formal education. We may not be educated, but we know what we are
doing. We can educate people with degrees about the issues affecting rural
Haryana. A person with a PhD will not have the same knowledge. And people
who can afford to are producing false certificates in order to qualify, whereas
our honest and honourable work is being dismissed.”

Impact of the amendments

As a result of these amendments, both states have seen a large number of
seats go uncontested or be won unopposed because only one candidate
turned out to be eligible under the new criteria. Many seats lie vacant
because nobody who qualifies can be found. In Rajasthan, 260 sarpanches
were elected unopposed in the 2015 panchayat elections, while more than
half of Haryana'’s panchs were elected unopposed.

The criteria have had a detrimental effect on villages that languish without
a sarpanch, and have wreaked havoc on potential benefits that affirmative
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action once provided. For example, 13 panchayats in Rajasthan went
unopposed, of which 12 were reserved for SC/ST and women.

“Research shows that the connection between formal education and the
panchayat system doesn't exist. There is no connection between how much
you have studied, and your ability to empathise with people and meet their
needs,” said Mani Shankar Aiyar, former Minister for Panchayati Raj.

Neera Chandhoke, professor of political science at Delhi University said, “To
bar people and not recognise their political competency just because of
formal education seems to me a violation of democracy.”

Chandhoke added, “Whose fault is it that people have not been educated?
These amendments are punishing people for being disadvantaged. The kind
of formal education we do have needs to be questioned, since the public
university is in serious crisis. At the local level, people speaking back to power
is a kind of education that is equally needed in India.”

Speaking of the clause to have a functional toilet, Bezwada Wilson, convenor
of the Safai Karmachari Andolan said, “Can anyone make their own toilet
functional? You can't, but you are eligible because you have one. But the
poor Dalit or Adivasi women workers who make your toilets functional are
uneducated? Your problem is not toilets or education, it’s the fact that you
don't want to see this section of society within the political system at all”

The Supreme Court judgement

The amendments were challenged at the Supreme Court, and a two- judge
bench upheld the constitutional validity of the Haryana Panchayati Raj
(Amendment) Act, in a judgement that has since been heavily criticised
(http://thewire.in/2015/12/10/time-for-indias-poor-to-say- farewell-to-
universal-adult-franchise-17078/) for its conflation of the uneducated
with the corrupt, the criminal and the inept. The Court ruled that (http://
indianexpress.com/article/india/india-news-india/supreme- court-upholds-
minimum-educational-criteria-for-contesting-polls-in-haryana/) “it is only
education which gives a human being the power to discriminate between
right and wrong, good and bad.” It dismissed the exclusionary impact of the
amendments, and declared that if people did not have functional toilet in the
house, it was not due to poverty but “because of their lacking the requisite
will” The judges also claimed that they were not sure whether “deeply
indebted” people would be “genuinely interested in contesting elections.”

Both Norti Bai and Preet Singh expressed their objections to the judgement,
taking a strong stance against what they assert is a criminalisation of poor
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people.“We had hoped the Supreme Court would hear our concerns, but our
hopes were dashed,” said Singh.

Writing about the judgment (http://thewire.in/2015/12/11/the-supreme-
courts- judgement-is-frightening-in-its-implicatons-17131/), senior lawyer
Indira Jaising, who argued the case on behalf of interveners from Rajasthan,
said: “Universal adult franchise, which carries with it the right to contest
an election, is so fundamental to the very concept of republicanism and
democracy the world over that no genuinely democratic country has
imposed the requirement of formal education as a pre-condition to contest
an election. Nor is there any such disqualification from contesting an election
for MPs and MLAs in India”

Speaking at the panel discussion, Jaising added, “What is painful about this
judgment is that it is naked in its elitism. There is no attempt to disguise
it. It is time for civil society to protest and say that certain Supreme Court
judgements are just not acceptable” Pointing out that the link between
education and corruption is arbitrary, Jaising said, “This is the same court
which has sent A. Raja to prison in connection with the 2G scam, and he has
alaw degree’”

Independent law researcher Dr. Usha Ramanathan said, “The idea of treating
people in poverty as criminal is reflected in the fact that corruption is being
used as a justification to keep them out. It is completely absurd to attribute
corruption to poverty when the Vijay Mallyas of the world are getting away
with defaulting on crores of rupees. What is more, there is no disqualification
for people who build dry toilets in their houses, which means that the practice
of untouchability is not being punished.”

Ramanathan added that the educational qualifications too are arbitrary and
do not necessarily qualify one to become a panchayat leader. “It's a shame
how little we seem to know about the people we're making decisions about.
This is totally non-representative,” she said. “It is clearly a move to recapture
spaces of power by the country’s elites.”

In limbo

In March this year, the Opposition pushed through an amendment to the
President’s address, which sought to force the Central Government to
secure “the fundamental right of all citizens to contest elections at all levels,
including to Panchayats to further deepen democracy.”

In April, Leader of Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad introduced a private
member’s'bill in the Rajya Sabha to amend the Constitution. Azad'’s bill seeks
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to override the amendments passed in Rajasthan and Haryana by making the
right to contest elections a fundamental right.

Also in April, the National Commission of Scheduled Castes issued
notifications to both state governments, asking them to respond to the
exclusionary aspects of the amendments within 15 days.

While these steps are being taken, the people affected by these amendments
continue to wait in limbo, twice humiliated - once by the state government
and once by the Supreme Court - for reasons of systemic oppression and a
profound failure of the state.

SHREYA ILA ANASUYA

Currently editor of the Sexuality and Disability blog at the organisation Point
of View,Shreya lla Anasuya has been widely published in Indian media; in
The Wire, Scrol| Mint Lounge, The Hindu Business Line, Helter Skelter and Deep
Dives. She was the India delegate at the South Asia Young Women Leaders
Dialogue organised by the High Commissions of Canada in India and Sri
Lanka in 2017. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Feature
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WHAT MANIPURI WOMEN ARE DOING FOR THE CURRENT
PROTEST. WHAT THE CURRENT PROTESTS COULD BE
DOING FOR THE MANIPURI WOMEN

www.theladiesfinger.com, September 28, 2015

n the midst of the wreckage, gunshots and deaths in Manipur at the
. moment, the high political participation of women from different

tribal communities has become more visible.
On 31 August this year, violent clashes broke out between protesters and
police in Churachandpur, a tribal-dominated hill district in Manipur, after
three tribal legislators’ residences were burnt down. The arson was a result
of the anger and sense of betrayal that the Thadou-Kuki, Naga and Chin
Zomi tribal communities felt towards their voted representatives for allowing
the passage of three bills that day in the State Assembly — the Protection
of Manipur People Bill, the Manipur Shops and Establishments (Second
Amendment) Bill and the Manipur Land Revenue and Land Reforms (Seventh
Amendment) Bill. The death of three protesters that night, two from live
ammunition fired by the police allegedly without warning, further agitated
the protesters. Soon, Churachandpur became the epicentre of the tribal
agitation, demanding a separate administration from the Manipur state
government. The tribals in the state believe there are loopholes in the bills
which threaten their indigenous status and claim over the constitutionally
protected hill districts. In the days that followed, peaceful demonstrations
quickly turned violent as hundreds of protesters vandalized and burned
down residences of state representatives along with government offices. In
all the chaos that ensued, nine men died in the short span of a week, six from
excessive police force, including a ten-year-old boy.

The women were initially
on the sidelines of
the movement. Their
concerted efforts  at
taming tempers were
hardly noticed, even as
they went about raising
the decibel level of their
demands for peaceful
rallies. Just days after
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protesters burnt down the gates of a police station, thousands from the tribal
communities showed up at the first meeting on 3 September, called by the
Joint Action Committee (JAC) formed by different tribal groups to negotiate
their policy demands with the state. Esther Mate, a local from Tuibuang
village in Churachandpur district, who was present at the meeting, said that
the women'’s role in holding the movement together first gained prominence
in this meeting that was held in a public playground: “There were men who
were getting violent in their reactions and were again heading towards the
police station. About 1,000 women assembled in a line outside the station
and kept them from getting inside” Had it not been for the women that day,
more lives would have surely been lost.

The protests, that began more than three weeks ago, have seen a less
than adequate response and little effort at dialogue by the government.
Frustrations have reached a boiling point and the dead, declared martyrs
of the movement, are still lying in the morgue. Women have been working
in shifts, participating in night-and-day dharnas to voice their protest
against the three bills. However, their strength is not just in numbers but
also in their capacity for binding non-tribal communities together, not to
mention ensuring their safety. In her locality, Esther said that a few non-tribal
women from Bihar also participated in a few dharnas, and Meitei women,
mostly shopkeepers, provided refreshments like water or juice to the
protesters. “This has turned into a women’s movement now. Even the JAC
are depending on the tribal women because if all the men assemble, there
would likely be violence. Everything is peaceful since the women have taken
up the movement,” she said. However, the participation of non-tribals cannot
necessarily be seen as a sign of solidarity or agreement with tribal demands.
While Esther said that outsiders like Biharis joined in the protests since the
bills affect them too, Mary Beth Sanate, a human rights defender who has
been working in Manipur for the last 10 years, thinks they're just honoring
tribal customs. “In tribal society, it's customary to make a contribution as part
of their condolence when someone dies. Shopkeepers have been coming
sometimes because that’s a social practice, anyway,” she said. As a part of
this practice, people from different communities pooled money and built a
memorial for the tribal martyrs.

On 19 September, a cloudy Saturday, around 10,000 women from various
tribes took to the highway to form a 12km human chain from Kangvai district
(on the border between Churachandpur and the valley district of Bishnupur)
tothedistrict hospital in Churachandpur town. Dressed in black, these women
broke all records of peaceful demonstrations, never witnessed before on
such a scale in Manipur. Seen in the human chain were many young women
wearing t-shirts printed with messages of solidarity, and nupis (older women)
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as old as 70 years, walking 24km in the erratic weather shifting between
scorching heat and rain. A few non-tribal women also voluntarily joined the
human chain, said Mary Beth. She told me that the women were divided
about letting non-tribal women join these demonstrations, feeling that
these protests were related to protecting tribal culture and resources, while
others were okay with their participation, so long as it wasn't at the forefront
of policy making decisions. She clarifies to say, “This is not a communal issue
but an agitation directed at the Manipur government.”

The violence in protests and policing has mostly been confined to
Churachandpur, yet tribal communities in other hill districts like Moreh,
Kangpokpi, Senapati, Ukhrul and Chandel have also carried out big rallies to
show their solidarity to the movement. Valley Rose, a Tangkhul woman who
runs The Aja Daily newspaper from Imphal, said that the demand for justice
for the dead is very strong and that the tribal communities won't just let go
of this issue. “For the loss of one boy’s life in the plains, the government has
agreed to their demands, given large compensation and built a memorial on
a hillock. The government has not shown anything to the tribals, who feel
they must get the respect and justice due to them.”

Women in  Manipur
(both the valley and
the hills) have often
been praised for
enforcing peaceful
means in protests and
demonstrations. Yet
they must not be seen
as ‘Bambis’ in the midst
of these protests, given
the strong reactions
they've displayed
when pushed into a
corner. Angered by
the restorative work
started on  Health
Minister Phungzathang
Tonsing's house while
their martyrs’ bodies
still lay in the morgue,
women protesters in
Churachandpur torched
his residence for the
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third time on 18 September. More recently, a mob of women protesters
torched the residence of Thanlianpau Guite, Zomi Revolution Organization
leader, on 26 September for allegedly preventing the hill area MLAs from
resigning, as demanded by the tribal protesters. JL Sawmi, a woman
spokesperson of the JAC, explains that women have kept the men away from
loitering on the streets, or participating in any agitation, for fear of losing
more lives. “The womenfolk were angry at the ZRO President as they believe
him to be colluding with the state government, whereas their demand is for
a separate administration,” she said.

In 2004, outraged by the injustice in the investigation of the rape and
murder of Thangjam Manorama Devi, allegedly by Assam Rifles security
forces personnel, Manipuri women made a statement by protesting naked
with banners, screaming “Indian army rape us” outside the Assam Rifles
headquarters in Imphal.

In Churachandpur district, tribal women'’s groups like the Zomi Mothers, Hmar
Women Association and Kuki Women Union are structurally organized with
strong units at village levels. Working on a voluntary basis, women leaders in
these groups are elected on a rotational basis and work on issues related to
violence against women, alcoholism and administrative problems of water
and electricity supply. Mary Beth says these women's groups have jumped in
and intervened in conflicts in the town in the past, even when there’s been
armed conflict between the Indian military and local militant groups. But
has their level of participation been affected when conflicts have occurred
between tribal groups? In the 90s, ethnic clashes broke out between the Kuki,
Paite and Naga tribes across the hill districts, with Churachandpur being one
of the worst affected districts. Mary Beth said, “Tribal women groups, who
normally work with each other, were swept away by the current of inter-
tribal conflicts and, for a while they did not talk to each other. However, when
it subsided, they were the first to start the restorative work, helping those
affected with basic necessities like food and clothing. The Kuki Women Union
gathered all the orphans from the war and started an orphanage with their
own resources.”

While their visibility at Ground Zero has been instrumental to the protests,
women have not been involved at the level of decision-making. Very few
women were participating at that level for almost a week into the protests,
said Mary, who was recently appointed a JAC member. She said,”"Women have
jumped in and questioned the menfolk about the pitiful representation of
women in these committees, even though they constitute about 90 percent
of the agitation.Women are playing multiple roles in this movement — they are
protesting, controlling the violence, negotiating with police not to open fire,
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safeguarding government institutions and organizing curfews.” After much
deliberation, the JAC still has only 11 women among its 112 members and
not a single woman on the core committee working on drafting proposals
and negotiating policy demands with the state.

Despite their mobility and doggedness, Mary feels that there is a need for
women'’s collectives to take a strategic stand in the midst of violence and state
repression, given the high risk of being swayed by vested interests. She said,
“Their daily peace and security is at high risk. They lack legal knowledge. They
lost their daily incomes and left home the whole day to be in the streets.” Still,
men are more or less exclusively at the helm of both planning and decision
making in the movement, with most women on the ground often not being
well-informed enough about the progress of the movement or the next
plan of action. “We usually take their feedback and report it back to the JAC.
But for all our work, the society or the government still does not recognize
women'’s groups and there are no provisions for us to support this work,” said
Mary Beth. As the movement rallies for equal representation of the hill district
people’s interests in state matters, it is high time the leaders take cognizance
of issues of representation in the movement itself.

MAKEPEACE SITLHOU

Makepeace Sitlhou is a freelance journalist covering human rights, social
justice and identity politics in India. Her work has appeared in The Wire,
Scroll, The Ladies Finger, The News Minute, NDTV, The Indian Express, The
Sunday Guardian, Mint Lounge and The Huffington Post among other
places. She is based out of Bangalore. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best
E-Magazine Article
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IFYOU THOUGHT IT WAS EASY FOR GARMENT WORKERS
TO PROTEST FOR THEIR PF, YOU NEED TO READ THIS

www.theladiesfinger.com, April 22,2016

n an average day, Savitri wakes early, gets her daughter ready for
school, and rushes off to Shahi Exports Pvt Ltd, the garment factory

that she works at in Bommanahalli in Bangalore, for her 9am shift. Her
day involves sewing from 9 to 5.30pm, with a half-hour break for lunch. But high
production targets often mean that she has to stay late in order to finish, doing
unpaid overtime. Being yelled at all the time by male supervisors is another
aspect of her work that makes her blood boil. When it gets too much and they
yell back, she says, they're told to leave or not to come to work for a few days.
There’s plenty that Savitri, who moved to Bangalore with her daughter 13 years
ago from Tamil Nadu, is upset about at work, but on April 16, when she read in
the Kannada newspapers that the central government had decided to change
the rules for withdrawing Provident Fund (PF) — so that workers would only be
allowed to withdraw the employee contribution to the PF, while the employer
contribution could only be withdrawn after they retired at 58 — that was the
last straw. This meant that there would be no money to spend on education for
workers’ children, for medical emergencies, paying back loans or paying rent,
marriages, or anything else they might choose to spend their money on.

Like many of her colleagues, she panicked. She arrived at the factory that
day to find women already standing outside, demanding information about
the new rules. Two days later, on Monday, April 18, she went to work again
and joined many other women in Bommanahalli in a sudden, unplanned
protest against the PF rule. It was calm at first - the women around her, from
her factory and from others, seemed confused and then got angrier as they
began to march. Savitri says the yelling seemed to become more and more
frantic,and when nothing else seemed to be happening towards the evening,
she left and returned home earlier than usual that day. It was no small-time
protest: Savitri was one of around an estimated 1.2 lakh garment workers,
overwhelmingly female, who took to the streets in Bommanahalli, Hosur
Road, Peenya, and Jalahalli Cross that day, refusing to work. The protests were
spontaneous and had no leaders. Traffic was held up for hours, and police
lathi charged protestors and fired teargas shells at them. Some protestors
pelted stones at buses and police stations, and set buses on fire. Parts of the
city came to a standstill, and the unrest spilled over to the next day. Finally, on
April 19, the Central Government announced it would roll back the original
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notification at the “request of trade unions” in response to the protests and
said it was contemplating allowing the withdrawal of PF accumulations on
grounds such as marriage, serious illness, house purchase and children’s
professional education.

While commuters in the city may have seen the protests as a nuisance, with
blocked roads and bumper-to-bumper traffic, they owe the women who
stepped out to protest a massive debt: the majority of them, like Savitri,
were not affiliated to unions, and their stance means that everyone, from IT
employees in Bangalore to factory workers in Delhi, can now have access to
their PF when needed.

It's happened before

In July 2001, garment factory workers had protested in Peenya for the same
reason — women had poured out onto the streets on hearing that a new
rule would make it impossible for them to withdraw their PF until they were
45 years old. The events then seem to have unfolded the same way - roads
were blocked, violence broke out and no leaders were named in the sudden,
surprising protest. The protest lasted a day. Janaki Nair, professor of history
and chronicler of Bangalore’s worker movements, wrote in The Telegraph
that most of the media slipped into calling the workers a “rampaging mob”,
describing the stone-pelting and buses on fire in detail, but never returning
to understand the issues underlying their protest.

And the broader unrest among garment workers springs to the surface from
time to time. The most recent protest in the city by garment workers was in
February 2016, fighting for better rights and better working conditions.

Yashodha, an Executive Committee Member of the Garment Labour Union
(GLU), Bangalore, who participated in the protests, called the Central
Government’s decision earlier decision on PF withdrawal “luti” - not just
stealing, but taking away indiscriminately. That this should arrive on top of
the existing problems facing garment workers seemed particularly harsh.
The turnover rates at garment factories are extremely high, says Yashoda -
“Who can work until they are 58 years old in a workspace that doesn’t provide
them with basic rights and facilities?” Yashodha asks.

“People were angry and they were scared,” Yashodha says. “Very often, any
small issue can mean that a worker loses their job. Those who are in charge
don’t even have to say that they are terminating our job, all they say is, “naale
inda kelsakke barbeda’, “don’t come to work from tomorrow", and we can’t go
to work anymore.” Yashodha laughs in the same way that she does when she
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talks about doing “OC kelsa’, or free extra work, because they are told that
they haven’t met their already high production targets. The targets depend
on the piece they are working on - it's lower for trousers, and also depend
on the brand making the clothes (some are for large international brands
like Banana Republic and H&M), or the kind of stitches involved. Shanthi, a
garment factory worker, says that the production targets have been increased
at her workplace, “They used to be about 50 [items] in an hour, which we
could do. But now they want 80-90 per hour.”

Yashodha is quick to point out that on paper, workers are supposed to get a
lot of things.“According to the law we can have 14 days of leave, but we never
get any leave even for emergencies. Someone has died in our family in the
village and we aren't allowed to go. If we go for a day or two without leave,
we are asked to quit work,” she says.

Workers also face restrictions on unionising. Anyone who does unionise
or mobilise support for an issue is immediately asked to leave — Rukmini,
currently the President of GLU, wasn't allowed to continue her work when
she joined the union. Instead, Yashodha says that they are sometimes
given money, and are removed from work — “they have all these tricks,” she
says. Workplace harassment is common, the women say. In February 2007,
Ammu, a migrant garment factory worker committed suicide in Bangalore
after being harassed by her male supervisors, and in October 2007, Renuka,
also a garment factory worker, committed suicide after harassment.“They're
always yelling at us,” Savitri says. Shanti says that when they try to tell their
superiors about their problems, nobody listens, “All they say is that it's in
the rules”
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Surabhi Sharma made two short films on garment workers in Bangalore a
decadeago,anditisasthough nothing has changedsincethen.Theinterviews
with women working at these garment factories all show that the yelling
and harassment has continued - in Labels from a Global City (you can watch
Part 1 and Part 2 of it online) a scene shows women workers are standing
on their terrace and imitating their supervisors being demanding, rude and
unreasonable. The film also includes a conversation with Ammu’s mother
that shows how easy it is for employers to slip out of their responsibilities and
avoid blame.

Gopinath Parakuni of Cividep, an organisation that works in the field of
workers’ rights and focuses on garment workers, says around 80 percent
of garment workers are women, and sexual harrasment at the workplace
is common. Most cases of sexual violence go by without being reported,
and women who assert themselves face a backlash. “There is no guarantee
or contract to the job. If you anger anybody, you lose your job and have to
change factories, there’s nothing else to be done. And when that happens,
the whole household collapses - then there might be a new requirement
for stay, and new schools have to be found for children,” he adds. “For all this,
we get minimum wage and no money for the extra hours of work put in,
Savitri says.

“Women working in these factories usually come from families where the
husbands do small, informal jobs as coolies or painters, with no certainty of
pay,’Yashodha says. This means that the households are run by these women
who travel to the city, are required to take care of food, rent, education and
marriage of their children, health, and yet remain at the receiving end of
all kinds of difficulties. The PF, then, becomes important, “We are not like
people with PhDs, working as professors, for whom the new rule will make
no difference;’ she adds.

While the new PF rules triggered the unrest and here are still a lot of issues
that the women would like addressed, Savitri says, “I have a daughter’s
education to take care of, and a house to run, and | can't do it all on my salary.
This was the most immediate problem that | needed solved. For now, | just
need to know that | can get my PF”

ILA ANANYA

lla Ananya is a staff writer at the feminist online magazine The Ladies
Finger, who also writes fiction. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Feature
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Programme Implementation

In this section we have an interesting selection of investigative reports
on the implementation of various programmes, laws and policies by the
government and its agencies.

Post Nirbhaya incident, both State and Central Governments had promised to
invest in a number of institutions to facilitate better support to the survivors
of sexual violence. Laxmi Prasanna Ajai and Jasmine Lovely George look at
two institutions - the Nirbhaya Shelter Homes in Kerala and the One Stop
Centres located within hospitals of Delhi for survivors of sexual violence. While
the Shelter Homes have become, in reality, labour rooms with a number of
pregnant adolescents delivering babies in the shelters; the One Stop Centres
are conspicuous by their absence in most of the hospitals in Delhi. This shows
a gap between the intentions and implementation at the ground level.

Sonam Ranawat exposes a similar instance of apathy and insensitivity of the
railway authorities who turn a blind eye to the misuse of a breast feeding
centre by men, who use it as a waiting room.

The patriarchal values and norms often influence the way the programmes are
implemented. One such case is highlighted by Teena Bairagi. The insensitivity
and gendered mindsets of the authorities of government shelter homes
vested with the responsibility of getting the inmates married are apparent
when they declare women with fertility issues as “Not Fit For Marriage” and
therefore branding them for life.

The medical mal-practices and inefficiency in health system is yet another
area where media could play a big role in creating awareness. The poor
implementation of health programmes in Odisha and community response
to the same, the commercialization of health services promoting unnecessary
hysterectomies and the burgeoning IVF industry and the unethical medical
practices like unsafe egg donations by young women and the unregulated
surrogacy industry are exposed by Tazeen Qureshy, Saroj Shukla, and
Kamalapathi Rao, respectively.

While Priyanka Kaushal delves into the Swachch Bharat programme and
its implementation at the ground level, Shazia Yousuf writes about the
increased harassment of women in public transport in Kashmir and apathy
of the authorities to the same.

Last but not the least, Prasanna Rao Kadamandala discusses the pros and cons
of the controversy around the misuse of the 498 A asserting its importance to
large number of women who are victims of domestic violence.

The above articles hold a mirror to the policy maker and reveal the wide gap
between programme formulation and implementation.



CONCERN OVER SHELTER HOMES TURNING INTO LABOUR
ROOMS

The Times of India, April 25,2016

Monitoring Agency Writes To Social Justice Dept To End Practice

girl at Nirbhaya shelter home on Friday, through caesarean. She is
one among the over 20 pregnant girls who gave birth at Nirbhaya
shelter homes in the last one year.

. pregnant teen, who is a victim of sexual abuse, gave birth to a baby

This has prompted Kerala Mahila Samakhya Society (KMSS), which is
entrusted by the state to supervise and run Nirbhaya shelter homes in the
state, to approach social justice department (SJD), seeking steps to prevent
their premises being used as a conduit for pregnancy and delivery services
of the victims.

Meanwhile, the 15-year-old from the city who had caesarean delivery with
the support of doctors and KMSS officials here, was sent back home with
her mother. According to KMSS officials, earlier, an orphan girl was sent back
with the sister of the man who got her pregnant, after delivery. Similarly a
rape victim from Ranni, who was abused by her uncle, was sent back to the
same place after delivery. Being victims of abuse, the teens mostly surrender
their new born to child welfare committee (CWC), following which the CWC
declares somebody as a ‘fit person’to send the victim back with. Apparently,
many activists question the logic behind declaring the sister of accused rapist
as the fit person to provide accommodation to the victim.

“How can these girls be sent back to the same places where they are unsafe,’
asked KMSS project director P E Usha. She said she would write to SJD officials
to prevent such a trend.

Currently, eight Nirbhaya homes across the state have around 250 inmates
under the supervision of KMSS. The expenditure incurred for these eight
home is about Rs 24 lakh. However these shelter homes are running short of
funds due to delay in advance payments by the state SJD. Though the state
reimburses based on expenditure report given by KMSS, very often it gets
delayed.
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Meanwhile, member of Kerala State Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (KeSCPCR) Fr Phillip Parakkat said, agencies running the Nirbhaya
shelter homes in the state, including KMSS, had brought the issues to the
notice of the commission.“Yet, Nirbhaya shelter has to be for short term care
of girls and they cannot be kept beyond eight months or one year,” he said.
“KMSS or other agencies can set up a separate children’s home or care home
to ensure extended care of the children,” he said.

LAXMI PRASANNA AJAI

Laxmi Prasanna is currently working as Principal Correspondent with Times
0f India Thiruvananthapuram. She sees journalism as a medium to reach out
and bring a positive social transformation and is dedicated to the pursuit of
truth backed by proof to bring justice for the vulnerable mainly women and
children. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Investigative Report
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' SONAM RANWAT
” A Master's in Journalism Sonam Ranawat, reports for Rajasthan Patrika.

s Her main areas of interest are gender related issues. Recipient of LMAAGS
2015-16- Best News Report

159



News Today
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TEENA BAIRAGI

A Senior Reporter with News Today,Teena Bairagi has been effectively
using her writing skills towards covering various aspects of the lives of
women and children by highlighting their plight and challenges and also
by focusing on positive stories of women who have successfully overcome
gender barriers. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best News Report
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WHERE ARE THE‘ONE STOP CENTERS’ FOR RAPE
SURVIVORS PROMISED BY THE NIRBHAYA FUND

www.theladiesfinger.com, January 29, 2016

Maneka Gandhi announced that “One Stop Centres” would be set

up by August 2015. These centres were meant to simplify matters
for female victims and survivors of violence, where a number of institutions
would be brought under one roof so they wouldn’t have to run between
institutions for redressal. The aim was to bring together the police, medical
professionals and psychological counselors under the same roof, reflecting
a shift in criminal jurisprudence and attempting to make the victim’s
relationship with these processes less complicated.

. n March 2015, on the occasion of International Women’s Day,

At Hidden Pockets, an initiative | started to locate and map services around
sexual and reproductive health services in Delhi, our team visited government
hospitals in November and December 2015 to assess the services provided by
OSCs. According to the Press Information Bureau (PIB), six had already been
set up in Delhi. We went to five hospitals across the city: AlIMS, Safdarjung
Hospital, RML Hospital, GTB Hospital and Deen Dayal Hospital. But when we
went in search of these centres, forget functional centres - we found that
barely anyone at the hospitals we visited even knew they were meant to have
them.

In April 2015, the Ministry of Women and Child Development released the
One Stop Centre (OSC) Implementation Guidelines for State Governments/
UT Administrations. According to the guidelines, government hospitals
should establish OSCs for free assistance for any forms of violence against
women.

The OSC is a room established within hospital premises and is meant to
include services like assistance in lodging FIRs, medical assistance for medical
examinations, and counsellors for therapy after an incident. Searching the
board at AIIMS, Delhi for a mention of the One Stop Centre. We didn’t find it.
Photo by Pallavi.

Finding these rooms in the first place was the biggest hurdle we faced during
our mapping exercise.”Ye OSC kya hota hain,” was generally the question we
were asked back. No information boards, reception areas, or public health
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co-ordinators existed to lead us to these centres — no one seemed to know if
they even existed. Some of the hospitals we visited had maps at the entrance:
they contained no mention of an OSC. At AIIMS and Safdarjung Hospital, the
nurses and guards were not aware about OSCs and were only able to guide
us to casualty wards. We had to keep using the narrative of “rape” (although
OSCs are not limited to sexual violence) to get any response from service
providers.

The police personnel at Safdarjung Hospital were confused when we asked
them if we could lodge complaints there. They told us, “Yahan kaise hoga?
Apne area mein kar ke aao, yahan hum ye sab nahin karte! In all five hospitals,
there was no provision to lodge an FIR, and we were informed that we would
have to lodge FIRs with police in our respective jurisdictions. Gynaecologists
were not available at any of the hospitals, and had to be called in from other
departments. The same went for counsellors.

A standard experience at the hospitals we visited was that nurses and
guards would keep staring at us when we asked about the centre. We used
different Hindi words to make them understand, but it was only when we
used the word rape that they would lead us to the casualty ward. This would
sometimes lead to interesting conversations among the staff, where they
would debate about the fact whether there was such a centre at all. Deen
Dayal hospital had none of the recommended provisions. At AIIMS, one of
the nurses told us that there was nothing like an OSC there, but she was
confident about the fact that Safdarjung Hospital had one, and asked us to
go there. At Safdarjung, the staff were mostly clueless about the OSC, though
some doctors were helpful in directing us to the Medical Superintendent,
who they thought would be able to tell us more.
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The‘women'’s department’at Safdarjung, where we told we would find it. Yes,
this building’s functional. No, there isn’t a One Stop Centre. And, as we were
told, entry is only for pregnant women. Photo by Pallavi.

One of the strangest experiences we had was at RML Hospital — the staff
appeared fully informed about the OSC centres, but they weren't willing to
direct us to the one in their hospital. They were suspicious that we were on
some sort of sting, and kept insisting on meeting the victim directly before
revealing the location of the centre. The doctors refused to hear our queries
and instead asked us if we were from an NGO. We figured out that there
was probably no centre after all. Inspite of repeated requests to meet the
concerned authorities, there was no one who could respond to our queries.
The nurses would send us in one direction, the guards would send us
somewhere else, the doctors would be too busy to even answer.

GTB Hospital was where we had the most encouraging experience - it did
have provisions for a place for victims to come and get themselves checked,
though there was still no FIR or counseling service. The staff here were better
informed and were willing to help us with queries

The aim of setting up OSCs is to improve the services provided to a victim
or survivor of violence. They are meant to have a dedicated set of service
providers who will always be on call. Instead, what we found was that
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hospitals were deploying staff already working in other departments for the
purpose. There was a lack of sensitisation to dealing with possible victims of
violence, and most of them felt fatigued and over-worked. Having to work
at the OSC (however poorly set-up) in addition, was a strain on their already
packed schedules.

In December 2015, in response to a question raised in Parliament regarding
the utilisation of the Nirbhaya Fund, Maneka Gandhi confirmed that 31 OSCs
would be established, for which ¥10.71 crore had been released. According
to the Press Information Bureau, six OSCs are operational — one each in Raipur
(Chhattisgarh), Vijayawada (Andhra Pradesh), Karnal (Haryana), Bhubaneswar
(Odisha), Jaipur (Rajasthan) and Chandigarh.

As part of the mapping study, we filed RTls, to check on the status of the OSCs.
AIIMS responded: “It is informed that there are two rooms allocated for one
stop centre, one is allocated for counselling and second is for examination.”
That wasn’t what we had experienced when we visited in person. Safdarjung
responded with regard to service providers, “Counselors are available under
(DCW) Delhi commission for Women on‘as & when'required basis.” In person,
we failed to even find the rooms, let alone find the service providers.

At the end of it all, we're still confused — do OSCs exist or not? We didn’t find
it a one-stop experience; in fact, there were plenty of stops before we were
guided to a room with a service provider (if it existed at all).

JASMINE LOVELY GEORGE

Jasmine Lovely George is the founder of Feminist startup Hidden Pockets.
She conducts mapping studies on cities and health. She is a lawyer and has
been working on issues of sexuality and spaces ( physical and digital). As a
writer she has written for The Ladies Finger, Open Democracy and TARSHI.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Article
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PRIYANKA KAUSHAL

Priyanka Kaushal has over ten years of experience in both print and
electronic media and among her various Awards is the one “Fearless And
Best journalist In Chhattisgarh” by Rajya Mahila Aayog, Chhattisgarh
Governement. She has also coauthored a hook. Recipient of LMAAGS
2014-15- Web E Magazine
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PUBLICTRANSPORT BECOMING UNSAFE FOR WOMEN
INJ&K

Rising Kashmir, October 3, 2013

State witnesses surge in harassment of females in buses « 3223 molestation, eve
teasing cases registered in 2011, 12; many go unnoticed

or comments, making females hearing it uncomfortable, jokes

and obscene gestures are the common practices used in public
transportation of the valley to tease women sexually. These practices have
made it too difficult for women especially girls to use different modes of
public transport, more so in Valley towns and Srinagar city.

. rinagar, Oct 03: Unwelcome physical contacts and advances, words

As per the nature of complaints received by various police stations, women
in City are continuously subjected to sexually offensive remarks while using
various modes of public transport, especially mini buses.

Around 1554 cases of molestation (1194) and eve teasing (350) have been
registered under sections 354 and 294 RPC (outraging modesty) in the year
2011. According to‘crime against women’record available with the state police,
1669 cases of molestation (1322) and eve teasing (347) have been registered
under sections 354 and 294 RPC (outraging modesty) in 2012 in whole J&K.
District Srinagar is leading with 524 complaints for which cases stand registered.

Rising Kashmir interacted with many girls who have suffered ‘molestation,
eve teasing, sexual harassment’ at the hands of drivers, conductors and male
passengers. They either complained about the weird behavior of male co-
passengers or the conduct of drivers and conductors in the public buses.

Shaheena (name changed), a 17-year-old girl told Rising Kashmir that she
boarded a 23 number overcrowded mini bus from Batamaloo to Rambagh.
“I was eagerly looking for a seat when the driver acted like a boy scout and
created space for me by his side. Feeling appreciative towards the driver |
occupied the space but realized soon that his (driver’s) act was driven by less
noble intentions,” she said adding, “He (driver) kept looking at me frequently,
but thanks to the woman sitting by me. She was wise enough to understand
that I was in a problem. She asked me to fasten my dupatta (scarf) properly.
But it was not enough to make the offender stop. He started making indecent
remarks at me.”Feeling irritated and humiliated Shaheena asked the driver to
stop the bus and she chose to get down.
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Even though government has ordered reservation of first eight seats for
women in all public buses, male passengers hardly follow it. One can find
stickers reading ‘first 8 seats reserved for women'’ pasted inside mini buses,
but neither drivers nor male passengers pay any heed.

A woman standing in the middle of a crowded bus only invites unwelcome
physical contacts and similar advances. Khushboo Shafi, another woman
commuter from the city said, “Once | was coming back from my office and
had to face a tough time as people refused to obey the seat reservation rule,”
she said. “It was late in the evening and | had no option but to board a mini-
bus which was almost filled with male passengers. The entire scene terrified

me a lot,” she added.

Many girls complained about misbehavior of bus conductors. They said that
besides overloading a bus, the conductors push passengers while collecting
fare and if a female objects to it they ask her to get down from the bus
and board an auto. Facing molestation in buses, girls said not only drivers
and conductors but male passengers and co-passengers make situations
intolerable for them by trying to violate the personal space through nudging
and touching by their feet, Anjum Afshaan, a college student said. She said it
is very hard to travel in mini-buses and other vehicles in the city.

One would either find drivers or conductors passing indecent comments
when they see a woman passenger, or male passengers literally leaning
towards females. Nadiya Hamid, another victim girl said she faces eve teasing
most of the times in public transportation and feels ‘unsafe’ when such things
happen.

“I wonder why there isn't any law against this and if there is then why don't
authorities take action against this,” she questioned. Women with whom
Rising Kashmir talked regarding the issue appealed the government to keep
an eye on such incidents so as to protect females especially using public
transport. “Government should take the issue to the centre stage,” they
demanded.

SUMAIYA YOUSUF

Sumaiya is at present an Education Correspondent with Times Of India, MP.
She was earlier working with Rising Kashmir as a Defence and Security
correspondent. She refers to herself as an ordinary Kashmiri who has
survived 20 years of strife. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-14- Best News Report
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ODISHA WOMEN ON A MISSION TO EDUCATE VILLAGERS
ON MATERNAL HEALTH, NUTRITION AND SANITATION

Telecast in NDTV, April 22,2016

lost all hope of becoming a mother after multiple miscarriages.

Distraught by repeated failures, the 35-year-old and her husband
tried everything from prayers to superstitions. But held back by the means
and reservations of a poor tribal family, she did not visit a doctor.

. ouri Majhi of Belgaon village in Odisha’s Bolangir district had

“After repeated miscarriages, the villagers started telling me that an evil
spirit had cast a spell on me. | offered all kinds of prayers. My family also

sacrificed animals. But, | couldn’t get the joy of becoming a mother,
says Gouri.

When Gouri became pregnant for the sixth time around two years ago,
Jogyasini Das, a lady from a neighbouring village, who identified herself
as a ‘Shakti Varta facilitator’, visited her house and conducted meetings
on maternal health; emphasizing on the dos and don’ts at the time
of pregnancies.

Gouri learnt that a poor diet and physically strenuous work as an agricultural
worker could well have been the cause for her miscarriages.
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Over the next nine months, she followed up Gouri’s case and tried to convince
her to consult a doctor and follow his advice. She also spoke to her husband
and family members about the importance of proper nutrition and adequate
rest during pregnancy. Finally, a year ago Gouri gave birth to a healthy baby
boy.

“When Shakti Varta didis conducted meetings in our village, they would
explain to all the ladies and me about maternal health, about the right food
habits, adequate rest. Initially, | was hesitant to listen to them but decided
to take a chance. We followed all their instructions. We now have the most
precious gift. It is all thanks to them,” says Gokul Majhi, Gouri’s husband.

In one of the most ambitious women mobilisation programmes in the
country, around 6,000 women are on a mission to educate villagers on
maternal health, nutrition and sanitation in 15 districts of Odisha and make
a difference. As part of the effort to reduce the high rate of maternal and
infant mortality in the state, the Shakti Varta programme, a joint initiative
of the departments of Health, Women and Child Development, and Rural
Development of Government of Odisha, has spread to 24,000 villages in
the state.

Through this initiative, local villagers have been trained to use innovative
methods like storytelling and picture cards to engage villagers on issues
related to maternal health, nutrition and sanitation. Owing to the success of
the programme, the government now plans to introduce it in the remaining
15 districts.

“This is one of the largest women mobilisation programme in the country.
We started with 15 high-burden districts in the state. We managed to cover
about 2 lakh women self-help groups. We have about 32,600 Shakti Varta
points in 24,000 villages. We have 20 meeting cycles spread over a period of
one year where we talk about important issues. The results have been very
encouraging and we now plan it to replicate in the remaining 15 districts,”
says Bishal Deb, Secretary, Women and Child Development Department,
Government of Odisha.

TAZEEN QURESHY

Currently a Senior Correspondent with KIIT University covering special
interviews for them, Tazeen Qureshy earlier worked with NDTV . Travelling
across Odisha she has reported on a wide range of topics and contributed
for a number of campaigns like Every Life Counts, India matters etc. Many
of her stories are archived in the NDTY website. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-
16- Best Feature
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SAROJ SHUKLA

A freelancer, Saroj has been consistently writing on gender issues and has
managed to expose the wrongs being perpetrated by various hospitals in
the name of hysterectomy. She is also committed to improving the stature
of tribal women in Datia district of Madhya Pradesh. Recipient of LMAAGS
2014-15- Best Feature
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SURROGACY ON THE RISE IN TRIBAL AREAS

Deccan Chronicle, April 7, 2016

urrogate pregnancies are on the rise in tribal areas as the rent-a-
. womb concept is gathering steam thanks to the poor financial

condition of the locals.
Agents are the middlemen between the surrogate mothers and fertility
centers. The women are paid from ¥ 1 lakh to % 3 lakh per surrogacy. Agents
prefer women who are presentable. The fertility clinics charge from Rs 10 lakh
to ¥ 30 lakh from childless couples. There are currently around 100 pregnant
surrogates in the city and another 150 are willing to be surrogates. The fertility
centers usually take care of the mothers till childbirth but post delivery they are
left to fend for themselves.

Women's commission chairperson Tripurarana Venkataratnam, said that
surrogate mothers were mostly from rural and tribal areas. “All the districts
have surrogate mothers. Tribals from Banjara Tandas and women below
poverty line are being attracted by agents for easy money.

Surrogacy has become a commercial activity and women’s wombs are
being used as a commodity. Women from rural areas do not know about
post delivery problems and the agents do not inform them about the risks,”
she said. She added, “There must be an Act to regulate these commercial
activities that are exploiting poor women. Those interested in having babies

through surrogacy, let them have it through their relatives,” she said.

Responding to the Supreme Court, the Centre on January 10, 2016 had filed
an affidavit stating that commercial surrogacy of non-Indian parents hiring a
mother in India to get a surrogate child would not be allowed and the scope
of surrogacy would be limited to Indian married infertile couples only. The
Centre had informed the court that the Assisted Reproductive Techniques
(Regulation) Bill to regulate commercial surrogacy along with model
guidelines had been sent to the states.

Fertility specialist Dr Roya Rozati from Maternal Health and Research
Trust said that Hyderabad had around 25 recognised fertility centres with
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sophisticated technology. “Each centre deals with at least three cases per
month and roughly 100 surrogacy cases are being reported from the city. We
don't have an idea about other fertility centres,” she said.

Adding about the care of surrogacy mothers, she said, “We take care of
surrogate mothers after delivery too. We provide the required medicines
including antibiotics, iron and other nutrition apart from required tests
including thyroid etc.,” she said.

Extreme poverty driving surrogacy in Telangana districts
A surrogate mother from Warangal district said that her husband had died
four year back and she and her three children were facing extreme poverty.

“I know the fourth delivery causes health problems. But this is the only
way to earn easy money. Doctors explained about the caesarian birth and
| was ready. | have come to Hyderabad through agents and several tests
were done at Warangal before reaching here,” she said. She added that she
was introduced by another surrogate mother at their tanda. “My neighbor
was also a surrogate mother and as per her suggestion, | met the agent.
As she gave birth to a beautiful baby, the parents are supporting her with
monthly maintenance. But the agent told me that it may not possible in all
the cases,” she explained. A surrogate mother from Karimnagar said that the
agents would give 325,000 soon after the agreement. “They spend money
on medicines once we are admitted in hospital. The remaining amount of Rs
1 lakh to %2.5 lakh will be given after delivery of a baby. In most of the cases
they do not give money if it’s a still-born baby,” she said.

Risk not known to many women

Hyderabad: A UN study in July 2012 on the economic scale of surrogacy in
India stated that commercial surrogacy was worth more than $400 million a
year with over 3,000 fertility clinics in the country. Dr Manjual Anagani from
Maxcure hospital said that the risk would be more for a surrogate mother
who had already given birth to two or more babies. “Cesarean is compulsory
in surrogacy cases, the surrogate mother may thus suffer from cesarean
complications in future apart from anesthesia complications. If the woman
has already given birth to one or two children, she may face bleeding, BP and
diabetics problems during pregnancy. Indian laws do not allow a woman to
be a surrogate more than once,” she said.

Chairperson of Women’s Commission, Ms Tripuraram Venkataratnam, said that
agents of fertility centers were targeting tribals in Devarakonda of Nalgonda
district, tribal areas in Warangal, Khammam, Karimnagar, Mahabubnagar,
Nizamabad and other districts. “Most of these women don’t know about the

177



risk after delivery. We are holding counseling sessions with the help of NGOs
in tribal areas. As there is no Act on regulating fertility centers and surrogacy,
except opposing commercial activities, we can’t take any action against
agents. As the entire process is being done secretly, we do not have accurate
statistics of surrogacy cases,” she said.
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498A AYUDHAM AVUTONDA?
IS 498A BECOMING A WEAPON?

Talk show on ETV, November 9, 2014

Avutoda?” focuses on the stand taken by the Supreme Court and

the orders given by the Central Home Department to all States that
they should be cautious in dealing with Dowry harassment cases filed under
section 498A of the Indian Penal Code, in light of increasing instances misuse
of it's provisions by women to harass the husband and in-laws.

. The talk show Nari Bheri, in the episode titled “498A Ayudham

A panel consisting of eminent lawyers, women'’s rights activists discuss the
issue and emphasize the importance of 498A for providing protection and
justice the harassment faced by women for dowry. Itis argued that the number
of cases of mis-use are minuscule compared to the cases that go unreported
or that are not taken to their logical conclusion. It is also highlighted that in
most cases women retract the cases under pressure from family and society
which is not the same as filing a case with malicious intent.

PRASANNA RAO KADAMANDLA

A Senior Reporter with ETV, Prasanna Rao is producer of the programme
Nari-Bheri which discusses the various issues faced by women be it relating
to education, empowerment, development and also gives solutions.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Talk Show
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Women and Conflict

Increasingly more and more areas are coming under conflict zones with
naxalite activities gaining strength in Central India, apart from the unrest
and conflict in the border areas of Kashmir and Northeast. The insurgency,
militancy and the caste and communal violence impact women in various
ways. So do the natural calamities and hostile environments. While the direct
impact on them in terms of loss of dear ones, property, homes and sexual
violence that they are subjected to is visible, the impact of violence on their
roles as perpetrators as well as peace keepers is often not delved upon in
the media. However, it is important that we expand the scope to include all
the three engagements of women in conflict

Shazia Yousuf’s story covers the life of Tahira from Kashmir whose husband
has mysteriously disappeared one day. Her story represents the lives of many
half-widows in Kashmir who are forever waiting for their missing husbands,
bearing the burden of being single mothers with limited resources and social
support

Chetna Verma looks at the fight of women in conflict areas of Chattisgarh,
Jharkhand and Ladakh for self dignity, independence and promoting peace
in the community. She illustrates how women play a key role as peace
keepers actively engaged in bringing in normalcy in the region by citing the
examples of the foot ball team from Jharkhand which won the Gasteiz Cup in
Spain against all odds, the struggle of the so called” West Pakisthan Refugees”
- who are denied political rights and citizenship even after six decades of
migrating to the country, to eke out a decent living and the fight of Kamla Bai
from Chattisgarh for literacy of the girls. In yet another article she highlights
the woes of Ladakhi women in Kargil region who face hostile environment
with depleting water resources along with the cross border hostilities. She
highlight their grit and determination to overcome the hurdles.

Apart from political and armed conflict women also face conflict with
extremely adverse natural conditions brought about by climate change and
disasters. Displacement and uncertainty are the two major challenges that
women face in such contexts. In an insightful article, Parvin Sultana writes
about what homelessness means to women living in the Chars of Assam who
are constantly faced with the fear of flooding and displacement. She makes
a point when she says that displacement hits at the very root of a woman'’s
identity as a homemaker as her life revolves around survival in temporary
shelters, leaving little time and scope for making a home.

Reading through these articles will leave you with a sense of admiration for the
resilience of women and their often unacknowledged role as peacekeeper.



THE LONELY AND PAINFUL LIFE OF TAHIRA

Greater Kashmir, January 8, 2015

t was the summer of 1990. People talked of war, commotion of
. bullet marks, and bleeding bodies. That summer Tahira and Tariq fell

in love.
Tahira had just finished her high school and joined Mission Hospital in her
hometown Baramulla for a diploma in nursing. She didn’t want to be a nurse
though. All she wanted was an excuse to go out every day and earn a glimpse
of Tarig. A handful of crumpled love notes - red in color, messy and smelling
of human blood - was enough to steal Tahira’s heart.

Tariq was 17, a year older than her, and came from a lower caste background,
“we were Khan and they were Rather. It was like oil and water,” says Tahira,
holding back a smile. The love story of Tariq and Tahira could easily make
for a romantic blockbuster. There is a handsome boy, a beautiful girl, their
brimming love and rigid parents. However, what makes it different is the
pattern. Here, twist follows a happy ending.

Crackdowns became rampant and killings a routine. A small village in
Baramulla, where Tariq and Tahira lived, peace and tranquility surrendered
before war. People feared death but the couple dreamed of a life together.
After numerous fights, arguments, suicide warnings and hunger protests,
they were finally married. Tahira wore a pink suit that her mother adorned
with gold coins.

For this teenage couple, marriage was all about living happily. The
responsibility of earning money and helping to run a house was never
thought of. So when Tariq's family teased him for his idleness and the extra
mouth he got them to feed, he decided to leave. One morning, without
informing anyone, the couple left for Delhi to start their lives afresh.

Delhi, far away from the bombs and bloodshed, felt secure. Tariq first worked as
helper at a shop. However, when Tahira found a job in a garment factory, he too
joined in. He wanted to stay close to his wife, he told everyone, because she was
beautiful, childish and too naive to understand the world. “If only he could see
me today, he would realize what time has taught his wife, Tahira said.
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Tahira is certainly a different woman now. She is not the childish and
pampered wife of Tariq anymore. She is his half-widow who works at a beauty
parlor and feeds her three children. Once naive, Tahira is now spokesperson
for Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), who faces media,
collaborates with NGO’s and fights for justice.

Tariq has ‘disappeared’ since December 11 2002, when he left home to sit for
a job interview in Delhi.”l will never forgive myself for sending him that day,”
said Tahira. "l still remember his sad face. He was scared.”

Tahira wanted him to sit for the interview so that they could return to the
city where they spent blissful years of life. Seven years ago, after their second
son was born, they had returned to valley. Tahira regretted it and wanted to
go back. On the fateful day, Tariq neatly oiled his hair, donned his favorite
jacket and left home hesitantly. As Tahira packed his favorite food and talked
about the new job opportunity, Tarig's eyes stayed glued to his children - his
three sons sleeping peacefully on a mattress. Mudasir, the eldest child was 9,
Ravees 7 and Sahil 2. It was a cold sunless morning when Tariq left, looking
back again and again until disappearing in the fog.

That day, Tariq became a number and got added to the list of disappeared
people in the valley. Tahira waited for his promised phone call, or his letters
he was so fond of writing. Nothing came. Like many men she had heard of,
Tahira’s husband too disappeared without any trace. The Jammu and Kashmir
Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), estimates the number of disappeared
people as 8,000 plus. The victims have left around 2000 half widows behind.

Tahira filed a missing report in Boniyar police station. She was asked to wait
which she couldn’t. Every day she left with her three children to search Tariq
in military camps, jails and detention centers. One day someone told her
about a man named Tariq who was spotted in an Udhampur jail. She rushed
there with money, food and his clothes. It turned out to be someone else. |
was going crazy,’ she said.

When her savings ran out and Tahira failed to pay the monthly fees, Mudasir
and Ravees were thrown out of their school. A neighbor who ran a business
in Srinagar informed her about APDP. He had seen families of disappeared
people protesting in the city center Lal Chowk. Tahira moved to Srinagar in
December 2003, rented a room and joined APDP.

Mudasir was putin Rahat Manzil and Ravees in Miskeen Bagh orphanage. Sahil
studied at Baitul Hilal orphanage and lived with his mother. Tahira worked at
Asiya Memorial Foundation, an employment generating unit opened after
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Asiya Jeelani, a young female journalist and human rights activist who was
killed in a mine blast. The unit brought destitute women together to share
each other’s burden of loneliness, find hope in each other’s struggle, and
make a living by knitting, stitching and embroidering clothes.

At least six times Tahira came in front of running vehicles, breaking her bones.
A life away from her village, her husband and two sons took a toll on her
mental health. The members of APDP got her treated for depression. Even
today, she cannot fall asleep without taking a tranquilizer.

Presently Tahira lives in a rented room in Ellahi Bagh, Soura. Half a dozen
donated blankets, few utensils, and a cooking gas stove are all that make her
new home. The historic floods that swept across the valley on September 8
last year washed away everything that Tahira had accumulated over the years
at her rented room in Jawahar Nagar.

After being rescued with her children, Tahira watched from a neighbor’s attic
as the waters took away the remaining belongings of her husband, “Pictures
of our wedding, few letters he had written to me, his favorite audio cassettes,
and clothes. Everything gone,” she said.

Though Tahira never considered remarriage, she believes that the society
was too late to respond to the needs of half-widows. As the spokesperson
for APDP, she knows many half-widows who would have lived better lives
if the fatwa for their remarriage had come on time. According to the Fatwa
given last year by Islamic scholars, a half-widow can marry if her disappeared
husband doesn’t return for seven years. “They took too long to say it she
says. “Until then most of them had crossed their marriageable age and they
had growing up children.”

For young half-widows like Tahira, the journey has been very painful. Fingers
are raised on their modesty and conduct. How is it possible to be so young
and not to have a man in life? Where from she gets all these clothes? Who
is she going to meet? Tahira has heard people raising these questions.
Although she has learned to be strong and mind her own business, but other
half-widows from far off villages often share their stories of mistrust and
humiliation with her. “I tell them if they run out of money, those people will
not come to feed their children,” she says.

The infamous 2004 sex scandal in which many victims were learned to be
from conflict hit families also added to the suspicion. Three years ago, when
Mudasir passed his high school and returned from orphanage to live close
to his family, he realized how far he had been from them. He became bitter,
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quieter and secluded. A year later Ravees too returned home. Unlike his
elder brother, he argued with mother, fought with brothers and harmed
himself. One day when Tahira saw him taking hurried puffs from a cigarette,
she approached him and caressed him until he broke his silence. “Why did |
spend my childhood in an orphanage? Was | an orphan? If | am one and my
father has died, why do you still search for him?” he asked her.

With her children around, it is difficult not to miss her husband. Mudasir has
Tariqg's face. Sahil, like him, is a cricket fan. When he bites nails and becomes
restless watching the game, Tahira sees Tariq in him. The middle one, Ravees,
who remains aloof, reminds Tahira of her husband the most.“When | hear him
singing, especially the songs his dad sang to me, | break into pieces,” she says.

As her sons grow and begin to make friends and acquaintances, Tahira gets
lonelier. When they fight among themselves, she feels weak. When they shout at
her, even casually, her heart breaks.“When they were small, | felt very strong,” she
says.“But as they begin to have their own lives, | feel my loneliness.”

Life could perhaps untangle itself if Tahira knows what happened to her
husband after he left that morning. Until then, everything will remind her of
him, of their love, of the few blessed years of life they lived together.

“It is not death where you mourn and overcome grief. When a loved one is
disappeared, you don't want to mourn but hope for his comeback,” she says.
“Itisimpossible to start anew without knowing the truth. I feel it is my duty to
trace him and | am guilty of not being able to find him so far.

Tahira thinks her husband might be buried in one of the unmarked graves
spread across Jammu and Kashmir. Despite repeated pleas, the government
has rejected the mass scale DNA testing of unmarked graves. There are more
than 2,000 unmarked graves alone in three districts of northern Kashmir,
claims JKCCS.

Hope has diminished but not died for her. Even now, an unexpected knock at
the door makes her restless. Someone talks about someone spotted at some
place and Tahira thinks it is him.

SHAZIAYOUSUF

A freelance journalist Shazia, focusses on stories about Kashmiri women
and their perspective of war through a gendered lens. She writes on
issues that otherwise don't make it to the mainstream media. Her
work has fetched her a number of Awards and Fellowships. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Consistent Writing On Gender Issues
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WOMEN IN CONFLICT

Daily Excelsior, February 2, 2014

way past the most daunting of obstacles. Gender-based struggles,

In India as elsewhere, have had a long and eventful journey over
the centuries, more so in a society fighting patriarchy and other societal
odds since time immemorial. Stories highlighting the struggles of the great
Indian woman attract attention from across the globe because her struggles
have been against her own people. The victory of the young football team
consisting of eighteen girls from Jharkhand in the prestigious Gasteiz Cup
in Spain last year gathered attention not only because the team scored
third position but also because they are a group of tribal girls hailing from a
particularly ‘backward’ state. Their struggle too was more against their own
people than against their competing team players, right from the time when
they applied for birth certificates and were slapped and made to sweep floor
by the Federation and local officials who sneered, “Tu kaise jayegi? Kisne bola
jaa sakti hai? Wahan bech denge!” (How will you go? Who said you can go?
They will sell you there.)

. truggle, like water, is transformed by its circumstances, but finds its

Had they not won, their struggle would have received a silent burial, much
like the struggles of countless women surviving in the conflict affected
regions of our country where the limelight is on the bloodshed alone.

History is witness to how conflict has, directly or indirectly, affected the
evolution of women. Be it the
conflict that started with the
creation of India’s borders in
1947 or the violent uprising of
the communist supporters to
redistribute land to the landless,
women in conflict have had
their fair share of struggles and
achievements. Highlighting
their achievements this new
year becomes  important
as they chose to fight, not
taking conflict as an excuse to
compromise on their freedom.
Here are glimpses of these
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indomitable women’s journeys starting, rather appropriately, from the
northernmost Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir...

During the melee of 1947, several thousand families migrated en masse from
West Pakistan and are surviving, till date, in most appalling circumstances
across the Jammu region under the tag of “West Pakistani Refugees”. After
more than 65 years of their migration, they are still bereft of the civil and
political rights, exacerbating their dismal living conditions. Worst affected
are the women who find no place in the demands of their representatives
yet when they meet you, their sunshine smiles reflect their strength to
fight against all odds. “As a child, | had dreams of becoming a doctor but
poor financial conditions and no scope of a scholarship for a West Pakistani
Refugee forced me to look out for other options,” said Sunita, a student of
Class 11, who is the only sibling among five sisters not to drop out of school
after Class 10. The others, demoralized seeing no job opportunities for West
Pakistani Refugees, walked out of school only to realize too late that it was
a bad decision. Born in a family with no grandsons, they were lucky enough
to find support from their grandparents to pursue what they loved - from
stitching suits to providing beauty services to the villagers, from helping their
artisan father in his small business to drawing sketches, these girls have made
their house a“happy home” despite their financial constraints.“Whatever little
we have learnt is from our mother — Taro Devi. We have had no opportunity
to get professional training under various government schemes to hone our
skills as we are labelled ‘non-state subject’. However, compared to the stories
of Partition that our dadi (grandmother) would narrate, we find ourselves
in a much better position,” said Sunita, who believes that her fight is not to
remove the label but to live a dignified life on the land she calls home.

This homeland has seen many wars and many sufferings. More recent is the
Kargil War that, in 1999, left thousands of people in Kargil district of Ladakh
coping up with the after effects of the war. The only good the war did was
to put Kargil squarely on the Indian map in the minds of Indians elsewhere.
People now knew where Kargil is and with this came a wave of change in
this traditionally conservative society. The change is colorfully reflected on
the streets of the Main Bazaar in Kargil town that leaves the visitors in awe.
Draped in the traditional hijaabs is a stream of young Kargili women heading
towards schools and colleges, clearly outnumbering the men.

This change in the young generation is the cumulative effort of the elder
women in Kargili society who decided to come together to form women'’s
committees/societies and NGOs in post -war Kargil which aimed at employing
women and making them financially secure.Founded in 2009, ‘Kargil Town
Women Welfare Committee’ was one such. The brainchild of twenty four year
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old Chanchik town-based Parveen Akhtar hailing from a well-educated family
in rural Pashkum, the Committee was started to offer cloistered homemakers
and young dropouts wage earning opportunities. Today, their struggle is
with their own administration that gives away funds to organizations run by
their male counterparts.

“We will not give up easily. This is the fight for our existence and we
need to sustain our effort. It took us years to come together; we won't let our
effort die”

Taking a leaf from the effort of Kargili women is their adivasi counterpart
Kamla Bai, a fifty year old woman residing in one of the worst naxal-affected
states of our country — Chhattisgarh. Unfortunately an illiterate, Kamla is
doing tremendous work in her village, Damkasa, bringing together men and
women of her Gond Community to erase disparities among them. Kamla
travels around her hamlet with the objective of sharing tales of rich Gond
culture highlighting the importance of women in an adivasi community that
seems to have lost its way in the years of conflict and underdevelopment.
She focuses on girls’ education by influencing the villagers who only allow
the male child to be born and educated. “In our time, there were no such
differences among men and women. Considered to be gifts of god, all
were seen as equal. My heart does not allow me to sit silently seeing the
discrimination against women. | will work till my last breath,” are the words of
a determined Kamla Bai, displaying rare self-confidence and determination.

Sitting safe in our cloistered metropolitan worlds, we struggle for our survival
far removed from the gory realities of Partition or Naxalism. But these are
women who live under the constant threat of conflict: the conflict of the past
or the ongoing terror. Unaware of when shelling may start from across the
border or when the Naxals will barge into their homes and take away the men
folk - these women fight not for their mere existence but the development of
their entire society. They are the first to stand up and defend our borders. And
they are preparing themselves for the challenges that lie ahead. The entire
nation owes them a debt; let us salute struggle!

CHETNAVERMA

Formerly an Assistant editor with Charkha,Chetna is now a freelance
journalist.She has worked in conflict ridden areas of J&K, Mizoram, Assam
and Meghalaya. Her work focuses on training youth to write about their
development issues. She has also written extensively on the problems
faced by women in conflict areas. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-14- Best
Op-Ed

187



HOMEMAKERS WITHOUT A HOME: WOMEN AND
DISPLACEMENT IN DHUBRI CHARS

www.twocircles.net, April 5, 2015

systemic exclusion, frequent displacement. However its impact is

manifold on the lives of women. This brings forth the need to take
a gendered look at the process of dispossession. Erosion which has led to a
loss of habitat impacts women in multiple ways. People living in these river
islands often lose their homes to erosion and forced to move. Home has a
different connotation for women. In a society marked by a gendered division
of space, home is often attributed as a woman’s own personal arena. If spaces
are gendered, home is a women'’s space. The loss of home to the mighty
Brahmaputra impacts women in a different way. Women see the destruction
of something they build with their hands. This brings a feeling of rootlessness,
a sense of losing one’s belonging.

. helivesof chardwellers are marked by persisting underdevelopment,

Taking a closer look on the lives of women in chars, few important issues
come up. A visit to some of the chars that dot the river Brahmaputra on the
fringes of Dhubri brings out the hardships that the inhabitants suffer from.
Banshipur is a mere 3 km from the town of Dhubri. A permanent char which
has not been submerged for the last 15 years, it houses close to 250 families.
There is no electricity. The char has only two schools, one primary level and
one middle level. The sole mode of communication is by boat. As a result
for higher education while the boys can travel to schools in Dhubri, the
girls bounded by the limitation of mobility often give up their studies after
primary schools.

These families have lost all their land due to erosion. Their lives are marked
by frequent displacement. As a result earning a steady livelihood becomes
difficult. Hard working people have seen their agricultural land being
submerged in floods. Very few people have government jobs. Others devoid
of any help from the government for rehabilitation are on their own. Most of
the men move to cities like Guwahati looking for jobs. These people often
from the cultural stock of Muslims of East Bengal origin are harassed in cities
as fresh immigrants from the neighbouring Bangladesh. While the men of
the houses are away, the responsibility of looking after the homes fall on the
women. Devoid of the opportunity of higher education, women apart from
looking after their homes also try to manage an extra income. They make
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incense sticks for a neighboring local company in Dhubri. Many women from
the Char have also travelled to distant places like Mumbai, Lucknow in search
of job. Those who are left back with the responsibility of looking after families,
women in the Chars are also vulnerable on a number of other fronts. The Char
has no hospital or Primary Health Centre. Any kind of medical emergency
needs to be treated at Dhubri hospital. There is a high risk of maternal
mortality as travelling during night by a boat is a difficult affair. The Char is
just a few kilometers from the Indo-Bangladesh border. This proximity also
creates a lot of trouble as the char dwellers are under a constant surveillance
of the Border Security Force.

A similar condition was seen in Baladobachar which is just a km away from
Phulbari of Meghalaya. This char houses the inhabitants of South Salmara
which has been completely lost due to erosion. Living in constant fear of
further erosion, the inhabitants live a difficult life.

Houses made of tin despite the heat gives one an idea about the temporary
nature of their habitats. Boats carrying people more than its capacity often
run the risk of being upturned. While communal harmony prevails in the char,
development deficit is the biggest problem for all. Many lament the loss of
ancestral land and a touch with kith and kin. Women face similar problems
of limited mobility. Basic necessities are missing in these areas. Women are
denied higher education as there are no schools in the char.
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Women also bear the brunt of being denoted as D voters. People whose
citizenship is not confirmed and are suspected as illegal immigrants are often
termed as ‘D’ Voters or Doubtful Voters. Studies show many innocent Muslim
men and women have been clubbed as D Voters and put into detention
camps. Razia Begum from the village Borpayek Il of Nellie is one such woman.
Her father Hari Aabdar Munchi was a British employee. While her children
are not denoted as D voters, she is denoted as such and not allowed to vote.
Many women have been forced to live in detention camps. This has led to
breakdown of many families. In another instance, Sazida Khatun, a mother of
5 children including an 8 month old child was declared a foreigner in 2012.
She produced her birth certificate and school certificate but was still declared
a foreigner. While her family has lived in the same village for four decades,
still her citizenship claims were dismissed. She was separated from her breast
feeding baby. This issue got highlighted because of the gross violation of
human rights that it pertained.

Detention camps are gendered spaces that women have to negotiate
on a daily basis. Children are often put into these camps if their mothers
are declared as foreigners. Both women and children are then treated like
criminals. They are denied basic rights. The inhabitants are left outside the
ambit of normal livelihood.

The problem of women in the chars of Dhubri cannot be seen in isolation.
While all char dwellers face problems like lack of basic amenities, difficult
livelihood, women'’s condition is worsened because of their gender. Shifting
home frequently and forced to migrate often psychologically takes a toll
on women. Losing home means losing a sense of belonging for women.
Without a home, the identity of the homemaker becomes ambiguous. The
responsibility of setting up a new home is also mainly on women. All these
deprivation on multiple levels compounds the problem that women in the
char areas face.

PARVIN SULTANA

Parvin Sultanais currently working as Assistant Professorin the Department
of Political Science in Pramathesh Barua College, Gauripur. She writes for a
number of Assamese and English newspapers and webzines. Her research
interest includes gender, minority rights, northeast studies etc. Recipient
of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Web E Magazine
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WATER WOES OF LADAKHI WOMEN

Daily Excelsior, September 21, 2014

outside her house and calls out loud to her neighbours, her dusty

grey goncha (traditional Buddhist robe) and colourful skiraks tied
around her waist flapping in the light breeze. Her voice carries easily across
the silence of the mountainous Ladakhi desert, and four elderly women
working the fields in the distance look up in acknowledgement. Soon after,
they're on their way up to Ladol’s house, climbing the rugged path with
practiced ease.

. n the scorching midday heat, Tsewang Ladol steps into the courtyard

With wrinkles lining their weathered faces, these Ladakhi women reflect a
charming attitude that compliments the breathtaking landscape of this
otherwise arid snow land. In this mute corner of the world, living in a village
tucked away on the border of Ladakh’s districts of Kargil and Leh, they pose
a challenge to the patriarchal Indian society. On their toes all day long, the
women work in the fields ensuring food security for their families and, in the
process, creating a source of income in the village.

Women in this region spend the entire year with a singular focus on intense
hard work. During summer, they struggle against Kargil’s cold, parched
geography with little vegetative growth, producing just enough for survival
during winter. And when everyone is virtually in hibernation during the six
months of extreme cold weather, they keep themselves busy with various
sources of income generation.

Agriculture essentially provides them with food as well as some extra cash
that they use in times of contingency. In addition to the local crops, women
cultivate vegetables such as onion, potatoes, peas, cucumber and mustard.
Then operating collectively in Self Help Groups, they sell the surplus produce
to locals, labourers working on the National Highway and middlemen who
further retail it at higher rates in the Kargil market. They also make mustard
oil to sell in town. The profit made is deposited in the group’s bank account.

This set pattern, however, has steadily become tougher to follow. Reveals
Ladol, 35,“Earlier, we would be able to save some money by selling vegetables.
But in the last few years, the production has gone down drastically with the
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increasing water crisis in our area. We are able to grow only as much as would
suffice for our families. Selling vegetables to others isn’t an option anymore.”

While the absence of a regular source of water for irrigation has been a
constant obstacle in this land, with climate change showing its effects, the
problem has only escalated. Over the last six decades, there has been a
considerable drop in the snowfall in the area. This has directly affected the
quantity of natural water resources available for irrigation. Rigzin Dorjay, 65,
remembers how as a child, he has seen three to four feet of snowfall that has
now dropped to the bare minimum.

Tsering Yangzen of Darchik village, located along the mighty Indus River, hails
from a small community that believes it belongs to the ‘pure’ Aryan race. He
firmly believes that the drying up of water resources each year is jeopardising
the very future of his people since they depend solely on agriculture for their
food security. Tashi Dawa, 67, who is the wife of the village head, agrees with
Yangzen'’s observation. Sharing her worry, she says, “In the last 30 to 40 years,
the productive area has reduced from 10 kanals to five (1kanal = 5445 sq ft).
We are concerned about how our coming generations are going to manage
once these resources dry up completely.”

An ancient reservoir has been their only steady source of water supply.
Elaborates Ladol, “During the King's rule, our ancestors had constructed a dam
to fight our water problems. Pipes connected to the natural spring fill up the
dam that acts as a reservoir. This water is directed to every field in the village.
The King had decided on the method of taking turns at the irrigation - and
till date everyone follows that process. It used to help us avoid the additional
strain of walking long distances for water, but that’s not the case anymore.”

Although the reservoir has been renovated recently by the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Development Council, it does take longer to fill up each
summer. What this means for the everyday lives of women across the region is
an even bigger challenge. A report published in a regional newspaper in July
2014 reported on how many villages in Kargil, particularly in the South region
had been badly affected by drought due to insufficient water in the streams.
Farmers have lost the produce of an entire season, adversely affecting their
already uncertain economic condition.

In village Haniskote, women are struggling to cultivate with less water and,
worse, facing the consequences of a poor yield. “The daily grind starts early.
Working in the fields for 6-8 hours ensures that we are able to provide food
for the family and also keep our SHGs afloat. That simply leaves us with no
time for ourselves. We suffer physical strain that affects our health and have
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consequently started looking older than we are,” says Tsewang Dolkar, 27,
wryly, pointing towards the wrinkles on her face.

When there is low yield, women save food for their families and live on
leftovers.The strenuous workin the fields, coupled with low nutritional intake,
compromises their health severely. Men from the community are either
labourers or jobless. Moreover, when faced with a drought-like situation they
migrate to Leh town or other areas like Jammu, Srinagar, Himachal Pradesh
or Chandigarh (Punjab) in search of work. Women are left behind to deal with
all the crippling problems brought on by drought, poor health and extreme
weather conditions.

Today, the entire Ladakh province is threatened by unsustainable tourism,
overgrazing, indiscriminate resource extraction and increase in infrastructure.
The repercussions of climate change are clearly visible as the Indus River,
whose main catchment area - about 59,146 sq km - lies in Ladakh, has
been adversely affected by the melting of its feeding glacier Naimona'nyi.
According to a major study, this important glacier had shrunk by 155m within
the 30 year period from 1976 to 2006, at a rate of about five metres per year.

Unfortunately, the coming years are likely to see the crisis intensifying, with
increased cases of drought, cloudburst, changing snowfall pattern and
unexpected rains in this cold desert. Any mitigation, if at all done, is likely
to ignore the effects of this on the health of women who have considerably
less access than men to critical information on weather alerts and cropping
patterns, affecting their capacity to respond effectively to the vagaries of
changing climatic patterns.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), established by
the United Nations in 1988 to gather data and develop knowledge about
climate change, concludes that, ‘Climate change impacts will be differently
distributed among different regions, generations, age classes, income groups,
occupations, and genders' India’s National Action Policy on Climate Change,
too, mentions the need to have a gender sensitive approach towards climate
change. Whether the women of Kargil, with their sun-kissed faces and tired
bodies, will benefit from the policy change remains to be seen.

L CHETNA VERMA

Formerly an Assistant editor with Charkha,Chetna is now a freelance
journalist.She has worked in conflict ridden areas of J&K, Mizoram, Assam
and Meghalaya. Her work focuses on training youth to write about their
development issues. She has also written extensively on the problems
faced by women in conflict areas. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Special
Award

193



Emerging Social Trends

The selected write-ups in this section look at some interesting subjects and
raise some pertinent questions.

Himmat Kataria raises an important question: Why are women the targets of
sexist jokes? And, what is the patriarchal mindset that promotes and revels
in such humour? Through the opinions and responses of a cross section of
people he establishes that such humour is yet another patriarchal instrument
to undermine the value of women in society.

Sindhuvasini questions the response to Deepika Padukone's short film "My
Choice". She asks: Why are Deepika's personal and professional interests
used to divert attention from her message? Why is there so much reaction
to a woman expressing her opinion and asserting her right to choose?
Sindhuvasini clearly conveys that while everyone has a right to agree or
disagree, nobody has a right to cast personal aspersions on women speaking
for their rights or choices.

Dr.Syed Mubin Zehra deals with yet another common practice of calling
women who have shown extraordinary courage "Mardani". She asks, why
do we have to measure the courage and bravery shown by a woman by the
standards of men? Using examples of common women who fought against
odds at the grassroot level, Mubin argues that the strength and courage of
women should be recognized without terming it as Mardani.

Mrinmayee Ranade discusses the emerging trend of husbands assisting in
the birthing process which challenges the gender stereotype that birthing is
a woman's responsibility alone.

Megha Joshi asks the question, What is Feminism and delves on the concept
of feminism as it is understood popularly ie., as male bashing and as an
ideological concept which talks of equal opportunities and rights.

Anwesha Banerjee and Vandana Khare discuss the problems faced by single
mothers and the implications of the Supreme Court judgement that had
allowed them to be the sole guardians of their children.

How difficult it is for women to pursue a sport? Sukhada Tatke documents the
stories of Girls from Mumbra, a conservative neighbourhood in the outskirts
of Mumbai, who are breaking many a social norm to play football.

The role of journalists as observers, opinion leaders, and as disrupters is most
valuable and the articles in this section are bound to set you thinking.
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DR SYED MUBIN ZEHRA

Dr Syed Mubin Zehra is a columnist, Author, Historian and Social
Analyst.“Sargoshiyan”is her weekly column on gender and social issues,in
Urdu Daily Inquilab. Among her various books is the highly acclaimed
“Sexual And Gender Representation in Mughal India”She was awarded
Sambhavna Puruskar for her work in empowering women. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Article
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o 8-l Yulel ofls AvlA ASHIA 22Ul 3 AM WA wadl-l 42 2l
UM HI2 dURIAL MAAHHL slMd A 5 eolcsIAL Mol otAdd] YIRdL Hie
AUMBL S5l e Uldirl % AldlARRIML €lamld, ddst, HIML glRL YRURL
LA, A12 UldLL [0 s8dl, dddl 5l i drf AxelsL 530 dl
AL ale 3 [Qate Al AR1AdAlAL wL v 9.

sMA»H 22d 3 ARlaledl ddul ia adlaid s2a sed d |2 [@Qale
5341 6e@ AUAdeALAl did Al d %39 ©.

MEGHA JOSHI

Megha Joshi is a practicing psychologist and writer. Through her columns,
Wumanology in weekly woman magazine Madhurima,Divyabhaskar and
MANOGRAM in the Daily newspaper Sardargurjari ,she provides a rare
and easy to understand insight in psychological and philosophical issues.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16- Best Feature
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slRAISIZ, AQUis S sl H[gdlel HvIsel [dual delidlal Uldlell Redl
Asdiell Mgl &d AeeiRifsd vielR vd 28] 8. diI9) 8 S, AHal Uil 5
H(éal Ridil 2y Hi2 ol 51 [Aual o etell Hondl Uldiel] 2 uctiRAl HI2.
il Uz d@vilal Uldliell 24 S 2¥cvell ulRu21 241Ul 25121 Al A Ridiieil
2216 AHI[¥s [dual 8.

20 21R¥AdIe a1 AR 2AuHIfeid sl RidiRiell aell 24y uigneil ofly)
s1d el &ld) otell. 12l d) a8l 2HIvell AU B, uel del Sidei g el
HoSof 51201 veliddl 5 S1g dofal 2Hunifeid SRl HIEIH Vel d) AU
A (AR =€ 5, AH1UQ AHI[FS 2idear2ilddl AHal AGAd o A1 U2IRIRA)
Gl ¥lA.

el gusIRAIA HIYN &lal SIE] alividisl GEQ 1 AHIUA A gASIRAlC
a2ifol vl AHvdiel S12121 S d vidll 1S S A 24ef el &ls e
&I 211N S3 €.

H(@dRAo] 2AoHiel £25 Mnad MR, [EcElHi o [eiefal wd) eatiilel
Uold] sesidd] &2 dl uedi €25 dell HaldaHi AHiddl dleic! sl
ol AAAHAA S dISA) digd of s2dl AHal 9 HAIdaHi 81 d) (Sdle
s2dl. dHieg s2A dl uel Allell Ackiele] A5 MG s1H S 19,
Aol 59 S2di ULl Al vdzells diiRt 8. cliedll dgldHi =il
allsa adls ywvanii 2id) 8, IR [SeHi, ARG HS2uHi S 6 u
BAa eldfe s3] &1221 A¥dial] MRl SRdIHi A1 d 2192 oi2]]. 2=fA)a
2o UInt S1g olelid o Hiell Ad 5 A ifsde] eR s Alad erell AAed
viglR €13 BdI2 8.1

(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

HIMMAT KATARIA

A Senior Reporter with the leading Gujarati weekly ABHIYAN, Himmat
Kataria has done many path breaking stories. He has also worked in the
medium of television in various capacities. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15-
Best Feature
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Gil 3iizd 3™ofl 3dofl disA ddIg,
dg Idc?

www.navbharattimes.indiatimes.com, April 1, 2015
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IR IR SR TN B AT R YN &R Afeel| S9N,
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T & forelol | 99 WY AT 81 ofd ®1 R 39 aoie | gaH
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T BIST ASHT | P dTSh! ATl & a1 TJ§ AN BT ol 2 &b ars
H BIel o | dS® Il Od dsd] @+ d & df S99 ATS! Ug-
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Aol R R aRIER I e iR eR1E dias GTTQW[%T@(:H%IEHTI
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SINDHUVASINI

Coming from Uttar Pradesh and having faced problems related to gender
discrimination, Sindhuvasini is a young media professional striving to
bring about a change by voicing her opinions and raising awareness by
consistently writing on issues concerning mental health, women and
sexual minorities. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Blog
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edbdcdl 3Asdl AS dels

Lokmat, July 13,2016

DT Gaar, GH GAIUNIRT, UIerIT, FOendt salde dege, BIoqUrHaE WIod If Hrele
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fdl 9% drerd, foear e div— FEfi— el 98T - FHRA AT WISATER - ALl
SAUYTd YT Scleb T SRAAT B foIell BIE! rS=UN JATed HI, Aad &4l AASA Bl
Y foaRedIe A1 Id AEId! SMUSTdHS ATSTe! Bed Faca Bl Ms—dsial AT
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BId. a1 o wenr wifdert fof enfdr @R e wuE sRare Jiedl
THTOT WA B MR, GeRIde ATF AT ATd FHIGIG ST dld 34 (TR,
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BT fhferd Sferorel 9.

ol 3fST aue BISUT — Mo Ja ©O , ST YA Haqul, qrdie TR
PO, TETT— SMARYVTAREIT HoI0T YHHT fhar muen Jerrard! sfdfe dvde
PROFTATS] SIS 3FH HEQUATIR UTeldh AT AT el A TRel 3.
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TA] dgoIh ARBRY AT IR ARDBN] @eRel Jefredl afSeiiera el uifest — a1
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ITATS] dabTel 2, IVRERTHR FaT R0 A7 M 8Md M ATTARTHR
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HEM FoRImare! ol fhade AMveR UR TR dnTdrd, deieel dgward o
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3TTe, 31T vegws gelledT ST STSRATE! AT AR STl AT, STTSETSLal FHTSTE]
RTaT BRI fedhgr ERATT ITa AT WauTol |Terdl. R A Qfm@ﬁ

yfcrfdd g aeRd AR dnTe. a1 geashlel god Hieredl Tal HifddR]

ol et araer Ssa STl A 22,

ffaarfed amgs S feledl eIl STHerEGaR gl afseiear AarEl g
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afdarfaa Afgelan omar @1 goredr afedi=n A1 &dd YHNOAT ] TRSl 80
TR 78T fhar el e urefded g HRoarard] SIS ifthsfde aa awmd
ANTOIR ATEN. Hefid fRd &/ Ag<ardl TEl ofle, R HHRIGd GRIBHA
Pl Udhd AIHS Ureidhdrd JIfHR Adael 3Ted. |ated =ATaTerdrea a1 ared]
FRoRIrgER S sifdarizd sTegeT U Jardl BrRIeR el T Fies Aol
U9 IPUR ATe! T Jardl I F1a SMER PRIl Al JFUR T8,

Jegrel B vl e sifdarfed e deia waifed weud WHR - 3iTetell
312, 3T 3P BRI fIareTRany Aga WHRURAT At F@I ared g
AT A1 RETEA Fofaren BRIET Tao™ gige. UeRT quigdl Sewbheld MSagal
gl =i uTefd Al S Tegd. goT 1999 WTel T gRexT Ardredr oars
Afge afsdisdard Tafiie Uad =BU[ AEdRl 8ad 3178, T Vfiasifie ok
Pl Haaar BIdl. QAR JAfdaied Hdell UreTdhard W &ddb IRIVATR
Rigemdd S TaeT did SIdl dANTel. 3 Aferi+l Arrd] faerell gioT s
Rig dolel S AT UM MR SRelel 318, FHGI] AFISHAT Q@I 3FTal
BRTD_ BT AT UUT gaeld elell MR, Haxs 3ffdarzd A de R UddHd 0TS
B forear gt Rl onfor IRk urdd o d — Il Foigedld dasva
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FHTSIT FESTYU ATHIGA Heflel del Ubel AT AT iear gefid g gax
T WYY Hed Blsd !

VANDANA KHARE

A feminist writer and theatre activist Vandana Khare has published more
than 200 articles related to gender and sexuality in almost all leading
Marathi Publications. She also facilitates participatory communication
processes in association with various NGOs. Recipient of LMAAGS 2015-16-
Best Feature
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EL Samay, July 1,2014

ANWESHA BANERJEE

Anwesha is currently the chief copy editor at ‘El Samay" Stopping human
trafficking has been her mission and towards this she has spent a lot of time
on the field exposing the traffickers etc and rescuing children. Recipient of
LMAAGS 2014-15- Best News Report
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HAPPY FEET IN MUMBRA

The Hindu, August 20, 2013

AVING A BALL: In football, these girls from Mumbra have discovered

. a stress-buster recreation from academics and a boost to their self-
esteem.

Eighteen-year-old Zia Mansoori (name changed) looks forward to Sunday

afternoons. Leaving home on the pretext of college-related work, she meets

up with 20 others who have assembled in a room. They slip out of their hijabs,

don t-shirts, long socks and shoes and it’s football time.

Encouraged by NGO Magic Bus, these Mumbra girls began their kicking
pastime in October last. The game has since become, for them, a metaphor
for freedom rather than a mere sport.

Girls playing this male-dominated sport are no longer a rare sight. But in this
Muslim ghetto of Mumbra, it is no ordinary feat. Located on the outskirts
of Mumbai, this township is home to a large population of communal-riots
refugees. Twenty-four per cent of its women are illiterate, 92% don’t work and
28% are married before the age of 17 (Mumbra-a Status Report —TISS, 2011).

Zia's family doesn’t know she plays football. To preclude confrontation, she
finishes her share of household chores — cooking, cleaning and caring for
her 2-month-old sister — before leaving for football training. Besides her
parents, Zia has four brothers and two sisters. “Abba thinks girls have to stay
at home so | don't tell him I play. He doesn’'t even want me to study but | fight
and go to college,” she says.

Magic Bus initially intended to train 14-17-year-olds from Mumbra in football.
But after the girls voiced their concern about playing alongside boys, the
NGO made an exception. It decided to exclusively train girls of all age-groups
here. Masood Akhtar, a member of Magic Bus, is the coach.

Aliya Shaikh (16) has got her father’s support but faces resistance from her
three brothers and mother. “My father says this is my age for fun and play
even though my brothers try to stop me,” she says. Most of the girls’ parents
work in the unorganised sector. In many cases, they are single parents. A
majority of the girls study through correspondence, as they eke out a living
on the side.
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If assembling enough girls to
constitute a game of football was
a challenge, making them stay on
was far more complex. “We started
distributing pamphlets in schools
and colleges urging girls to come
for training. Forty girls signed up
but the enthusiasm petered out.
We are now left with a team of 20
girls” says Saba from the Forum
Against Oppression of Women, one
of the social workers. “Finding a
ground was difficult too. Finally, we
approached a temple trust which agreed to give us a ground that belonged
to them.”

Girls’ entry into the grounds has already changed mindsets. Today, Mumbra
has even seen a tournament between girls and boys. “Earlier, the boys didn’t
let us play on the ground where they played cricket. Now, we play together.
We recently had a mixed cricket and football tournament with them,” said
Muskan Sayyad, a Class 10 student whose father encourages her to play as a
recreation from studies.

For the oldest player, Kausar Ansari (33), Sunday sessions are a stress-buster,
especially after her recent divorce. “l would just watch the young girls play
until I couldn't resist stepping onto the field. Now there is no stepping back,”
she says. Her 14-year-old son often comes to watch.

Now, equipped with a certain level of skill, fortitude and heightened self-
esteem, the girls want to enter professional football. “We want to have our
own club and maybe call it the Mumbra Girls Football Club,” says Fatima Mirza
(20), who plays the game despite severe opposition from home.

SUKHADA TATKE

Starting her career with Times Of India and moving on to The Hindu
Sukhada is now a freelance writer based in US. She writes on Culture,
urban planning, society and her writings have been featured in a number
of Indian as well as American Publications. Recipient of LMAAGS 2013-14-
Best Human Interest Story
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(This is not the full article.Some sections have not been included due to space constraints of this publication).

MRINMAYEE RANADE

Mrinmayee Ranade is editor of Madhurima, a weekly supplement for
women, distributed with Dainik Divya Marathi, a Dainik Bhaskar Group
newspaper. She has worked in a number of Marathi and English newspaper
as a reporter and a sub editor for about 15 years. She has also worked as
a fixer cum translator for various foreign journalists/authors/broadcasters.
Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Special Issue
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AADA SISUVU ANTA ALUSA

that is prevalent in the tribal communities of the Telengana State.

The feature exposes how in the RangaReddy and Nizamabad
Districts, days old unwanted girl babies are abandoned in the cradles that
were placed by the ICDS department working in tandem with Women and
Child Development Department.

. his news feature exposes the discrimination against the girl child

A large number of social norms and values are behind the practice viz.,, desire
for an heir, fear of not having support in old age and the low value placed on
girls who are seen as 'Paraya Dhan’, or other's property.

The women are often forced to abandon the child, who they carry full
term, due to the pressure exerted on them by their husbands, in-laws and
community. The plight of the women is as heart wrenching as that of the
abandoned girls.

While ICDS workers see the Shishu Vihars or cradle baby initiative as a positive
effort in saving girls whose life would otherwise be snuffed out immediately
after birth through devious means due to the prevalent gender bias, the
feature raises the question why more concrete steps are not being taken by
the government to stop the practice?

BHANU KIRAN

Bhanu Kiran is a Deputy News Editor in TV9 with a passion for sensitive
feature presentations on societal issues. He handles the responsibility of
the 8 30 pm news bulletin. He has to his credit hundreds of sensitively
portrayed news stories. Recipient of LMAAGS 2014-15- Best Electronic
News Report
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2013-14

BEST ADVERTISEMENT- SERVICE| RK SWAMY BBDO

TVC | BANK OF INDIA - VEHICLE/CAR LOAN

Bank of India, Vehicle/car loan ad uses the very common experience of
dealing with arrogant and unresponsive auto drivers to promote its car loans.
The ad portrays a competent and confident woman who empowers herself
by buying a car availing a car loan. The way she settles scores with an auto
wala in a fun way brings out a smile and makes it a highly watchable ad.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT - PRODUCT |LOWE LINTAS

TVC | HAVELLS -RESPECT WOMEN

The series of Havell's ads - Respect Women, touch upon the innumerable ways
in which women are treated as instrumental to men's needs, undermining
their dignity and self- respect. The lack of sensitivity on the part of the men
is what is highlighted in the ads, with women refusing to be treated as
extensions of appliances. Considering the fact that the target group for the
products is women, such an approach could have been disastrous; yet the
ads manage to successfully project the brand as one that respects and values
women as individuals.

BEST BRAND PROMOTION | MC CANN ERICKSON

TVC | NESTLE-SHARE YOUR GOODNESS

Nestle's Brand Promotion Ad - ‘Share Your Goodness; touches the hearts of
the viewers with a very sensitive portrayal of the girl child. While the parents are
shown adopting a girl child, the portrayal of the girl breaks many stereotypes
- she climbs trees, plays with worms and is a fun loving child who picks up
toffees from the kitchen shelf. The spontaneity and carefreeness of the girl
child endears her not just to her new brother but to the viewers as well.
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BEST ADVERTISEMENT -SERVICE- LOWE LINTAS

TVC | BHARAT MATRIMONY - CAREER

Bharat Matrimony ad - 'Career, asserts the right of women to work. The ad
subtly challenges the middle class value that a woman need not work if her
husband is able to provide for her well, where a woman's work is seen as a
means to supplement family income and not as a need for self- fulfillment. By
showing the couple accepting the aspirations of the woman and the changes
that it entail in the household duties in a matter of fact manner, the ad avoids
glorifying the man and burdening the woman with guilt.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT - SERVICE | DRAFTUCB ULKA

TVC | TATA DOCOMO

Tata Docomo Ad- Open Up-Lizard, challenges a common stereotype through
a very short, funny and humorous film. By showing a boy and then a man
running out of the bathroom screaming on sighting a lizard on the wall, the
ad mocks the perception that men and boys are brave and it is only women
who get scared by lizards, cockroaches etc.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT --PRODUCT | SOHO SQUARE

TVC | PCJEWELLERS

PC Jewellers ad — Working Woman, challenges the dominant perception
that a bread winner is always a man and projects a confident, successful and
charming woman who asserts her identity as the woman of the house. The
fact that the man is shown as not being the provider and comfortable about
it, is itself refreshing.
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ADVERTISEMENT - PRODUCT | FAMOUS INNOVATION

TVC | RAYMONDS - BEING THERE

The Raymond's Ad - Being there, portrays a working couple with the woman
being torn between her official commitments and concern for her child. The
ad breaks the stereotype by making the man take the initiative to stay back at
home with the child while the woman goes to office. Shot with no dialogues,
the film redefines the complete man as one who shares the parental
responsibilities and is also sensitive to the woman's work commitments.

LAADLI GRAND PRIX

OGILVY AND MATHER

TVC |TITAN RAGA - TUM NAHI BADLE

The Titan Raga ad — Tum Nahi Badle, touches upon the deep rooted mindset
that views work and career as man's prerogative and woman's work and career
being secondary. The woman is shown as being assertive and independent
enough to exercise her choice to walkout of a marriage where her aspirations
were not being respected. Yet, her character is etched sensitively, depicting
her as being confident and unapologetic about her choice. The creative team
has managed to tell a great story in short time and established the identity of
the brand with women with agency and choice.
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2014-15

h:ar Gender Sensiivity i.;

2014-15

GRAND PRIX | BBDO INDIA

TVC| ARIEL - SHARE THE LOAD

This powerful 'Share the Load' ad features a man apologizing to his daughter
for failing to challenge patriarchal attitudes regarding household work. By
raising a mirror to society, the ad seeks a better world where there's equality
within the household, with men and women sharing the household chores.
It is based on the insight that children learn what they see and parents end
up passing down gender role stereotypes from one generation to the next.
The ad acts like an eye-opener for all fathers and makes them realize that it is
never too late to make a beginning.

GAME CHANGER AWARD | LOWE LINTAS

TVC | HAVELLS - WINDS OF CHANGE

The series of ads for Havells created by Lowe Lintas have consistently
presented gender sensitive themes questioning many patriarchal attitudes
and practices. The “Winds of Change” or “Hava Badlegi” campaign was
started three years ago to build a brand that believes in positive social
change. The campaign has conveyed the message that a small change in
our thought process can contribute to a much bigger and better change in
society at large.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT | BRAND PROMOTION | CREATIVE LAND ASIA
TVC | INDIAN EXPRESS - THE INTELLIGENT INDIAN

The ad plays on the theme 'The Newspaper is dead; to emphasize that
the brand is more than a 'newspaper.. It builds the brand into one which is
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speaking to and for the Intelligent Indian and shows an equal representation
of men and women as the “Intelligent Indian”. Indian Express had earlier
built its brand heritage with its campaign on Journalism of Courage. The new
ad strengthens the perception of courage and successfully connects it with
the intelligent reader while giving due recognition to the women readers.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT |[CAMPAIGN | OGILVY & MATHER

TVC | ANOUK BY MYNTRA - BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL

This campaign is a series of five ads exemplifying how a woman can voice her
thoughts and opinions, stand-up for herself, express her individual identity
and build her own future. Ethnic wear is often seen as a safe option for
portly, old fashioned and unattractive Indian women to 'hide' behind. The ad
presents the Anouk range of contemporary and modern ethnic apparel for
women as one that makes them look bold, vibrant, stylish and edgy.

BEST ADVERTISEMENT |PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT | OGILVY &
MATHER

TVC | BREAKTHROUGH - SHARE YOUR STORY WITH YOUR SON

The video 'Share Your Story With Your Son' by Delhi-based NGO 'Breakthrough'
is premised on the fact that 40 per cent men believe that teasing is harmless
fun and doesn't constitute sexual harassment. It depicts a mother sharing her
experience of sexual harassment in the street with her teenage son, driving
home the point how frustrating, annoying and harassing it is. The ad thus
helps young adults understand the so called harmless teasing as an act of
violence. It thus promotes a dialogue and open discussion in families on the
issue of sexual harassment on streets.

2014-1579
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BEST ADVERTISEMENT | PRODUCT | OGILVY & MATHER

TVC | TITAN RAGA - BREAK THE BIAS

The 'Break the Bias' ad is a subtle yet powerful narrative about the way the
world looks at a woman's success, which is often viewed as being determined
by her ability to influence her male bosses through her charm and guile. It
drives home the point that our thoughts are clouded by preconceived
notions and gender biases, and calls for change.

BEST SHORT FILM| DENTSU MARCOM, ADENTSU AEGIS NETWORK COMPANY
OMRON HEALTHCARE - TUMHARI AMMA

The short film "Tumhari Amma' has touched upon a couple of social issues
while branding its BP monitor very subtly. The focus is on the central theme -
how young people need to take care of their aging parents. More importantly,
"Tumhaari Amma' broaches an important social issue that of 'remarriage’ of a
single parent — the mother. In a society that discriminates against widowed
women, Omron's bold film encourages remarriage lovingly, through a caring
daughter.

JURY APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE | TVC | BBDO INDIA

PARAMPARA - OMELETTE MASALA

The Parampara Omelette Masala ad, part of their 'Men in Kitchen' series,
challenges the existing stereotype of women doing all the cooking at home.
While highlighting the ease of cooking with the masala, it encourages men
to step into the kitchen. So, now even men can cook, it says. In a humorous,
lighthearted way, the ad questions traditional thinking and starts a new
'Parampara’, a new tradition.

JURY APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE | TVC | MEDIA - DDB MUDRA GROUP
SALUTE THE HOMEMAKER

The ad pays tribute to all the women who stay at home and work round-
the clock for their families. It is based on the common perception of a
homemaker having an easy job to do, without involving much effort.
It deals with the common question, “What did you do the whole day?”
which is usually thrown at the home maker, belittling her work. The ad
shows the results when a homemaker decides to take a break- a home in
total disarray.

2015-16

GRAND PRIX | PUBLICIS

TVC | VICKS - GENERATIONS OF CARE

This powerful ‘Generations of care’ advertisement features the real story of a
trans-woman adopting an orphan and raising her alone against the odds. It
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gainst all odds, Gauri Sawant is 16
'- prphaned Gayotri as her owny

shows a relatable relationship between mother and daughter; the mother’s
aspirations for the child and the child’s dreams for her mother. Through the
voice of the child, the ad questions the lack of equality in her mother’s life and
by extension the life of transpersons and the discrimination that they face.

GAME CHANGER | OGILVY & MATHER

TVC | STARINDIA - NAYI SOCH

StarTV’s campaign‘Nayi Soch’challenges the deep seated gender perceptions
through a series of ads. One of the ads addresses the prejudice that girls
cannot further the business and property interests of the father - which is
one of the major reasons for son preference in families. The ad tells the story
of a proud father whose business expands thanks to the efforts of his two net
savvy daughters managing the marketing of his sweets. The highlight of the
ad is the surprising revelation of the name of the business “Gurdeep Singh
and Daughters” which leaves the viewers wondering “Yes, why not!!".
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BRAND PROMOTION | FAMOUS INNOVATIONS

TVC | RAYMOND - FATHER'S DAY

This ad which was released on Father’s day celebrates the single mother who
carries the responsibility of a father and a mother towards her child. Through
a small and heartwarming gift, the child in the ad acknowledges the dual
role played by her single mother. The ad subtly challenges the gendering of
parenting roles while taking forward the message of the brand — A Complete
Man.

CORPORATE - CSR | FAMOUS INNOVATIONS

TVC | NESTLE - PROJECT NANHI KALI - #EDUCATETHEGIRLCHILD

The Nanhi Kali ad for promoting girls education is an example of powerful
communication that shocks and stuns the viewers with the gravity of its
messaging. The act of the young girl cutting her hair short not only reflects
the child’s perception of the gender inequality and injustice but also voices
the fear of aspirations not being fulfilled. The ad, thus, draws our attention to
the fact that girls’education is secondary to education of boys in our country
and demands the viewers to take responsibility in changing the prevalent
scenario.

BRAND ACTIVATION | OGILVY & MATHER

TVC | BROOKE BOND - TASTE OF TOGETHERNESS

Through an on ground campaign ‘The Taste of Togetherness, Brooke Bond
urges viewers to see the similarities and put aside their difference over a
cup of tea. A conversation transpires between a sex worker and a female
insurance agent in the installation of a tea stall at a railway station which
demonstrates the similarities between the two women. The insurance agent
honestly reveals her discomfort to be seated across a sex worker, while the
sex worker accepts this prejudice as given. The ad holds up a mirror to society
and demands that we take a closer look at our own prejudices and connect to
those around us irrespective of their backgrounds.

LIFESTYLE | CREATIVE LAND ASIA

TVC | BENETTON INDIA - UNITED BY HALF

‘United by Half’ presents a sequence of different women in different roles,
ages, and equations leading life with just one message - equality. Be it the
workplace, sports, public spaces, home or shopping malls, women want to
be treated equally, receive equal pay and enjoy equal rights. The ad sends out
this message strongly without reducing women's position to better halves
or other halves. It furthers Benetton’s campaign for women by voicing their
thoughts on equality.
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JURY APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE | SAATCHI AND SAATCHI

TVC | PAMPERS - IT TAKES TWO

‘It takes two’ ad is a subtle yet powerful narrative about inclusive parenting.
It urges for the need of the involvement of fathers in child rearing process
for a healthy upbringing of the child. Pampers furthers its message of happy
families through the ad and breaks through the clutter of noisy narrative of
the mothers as sole nurturers in the family.

JURY APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE | CELLAR DOOR FILMS

TVC | URBAN CLAP - THESE FOUR WOMEN TOOK LESS TRODDEN PATHS
This contemporary and insightful ad features four women who have
chosen less trodden paths. It gives a message of strength, endurance and
wit from the women who take on tasks which are assigned mostly to men
like mechanics, bus drivers, bouncers and fitness instructors. The ad while
challenging stereotypes of work assigned to a gender delivers a powerful
message that the equations between men and women should not be based
on dependence and need but on desire and want.
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FILMS

2013-14

QUEEN

Queen directed by Vikas Behal, was a tale, simply told, with characters that are
real and possible to identify with. Deftly, yet with a light touch, it dealt with the
troubled issues (especially in our society) of womens'independence, freedom
and most importantly, of self respect. It was reassuring to see that audiences
were able to identify with Rani, the main character. They comfortably journey
with her as she retains her space and identity and moves gently from pain
and loss to acceptance and confidence. The film worked as a whole as well,
with good characterizations and performances.

2014-15

DUM LAGA KE HAISHA

Dum Laga Ke Haisha, directed by Sharat Katariya, had an unusual woman
character as the protagonist. Instead of showing the woman as a weak
person with low self esteem due to her weight, the film took a leap forward
by showing her as a bold and confident person with grit and verve, a girl who
made strong decisions and was in charge of her life. She demonstrated that
a woman can feel comfortable and be at ease with herself as she is and need
not feel pressurized to fit into conventional or patriarchal ideas of beauty.

MARGARITA WITH A STRAW
Margarita with a Straw, directed by Shonali Bose, was a path breaking movie
in many respects. Not only did it handle issues a disabled woman faces in her
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life, italso dared to show her as a sexual being with unusual sexual preferences.
The movie broke through common misconceptions about disability and
showed the protagonist as a talented musician who pursues her choices and
lives an active, fulfilling life with appropriate support. The movie ends on a
positive note showing Margarita discovering her independence and ability
to live life on her own terms.

ALIGARH

Aligarh, directed by Hansal Mehta, is based on the life of Dr Shrinivas
Ramchandra Siras who taught at Aligarh Muslim University. He was sacked
from his position of Reader and Chair of Modern Indian Languages, on charges
of homosexuality. The film is a sensitive portrayal of a controversial real-life
court case involving the victimization of a gay person. It courageously stood
for gay rights and showed the cruelty meted to this group by a homophobic
Indian society. It is a sad reflection of our society that prides itself on being
a democracy but refuses to give people their right to live and love. The film
shows the coming of age of modern Indian cinema, particularly with regard
to the LGBT Community.

2015-16

NIL BATTEY SANNATA

Nil Battey Sannata, sensitively tells the story of the conflict between a single
working mother from lower economic strata and her adolescent and defiant
daughter. It brings out the conflict between the despair of the daughter
who sees no value in education and no hope for her future except to be a
maid like her mother and the aspiration of the mother who sees hope for her
daughter’s upward mobility in education. It is an inspiring story of a mother
teaching her daughter to dream, aspire and achieve.

PARCHED

Parched is the story of the journey of three women from despair to freedom. In
the parched lands of a desert they long for meaningful relationships with the
men in their lives, who fill their lives with only violence of the most heinous
kind. The perverted and skewed perceptions of masculinity, the fragility
of male egos and the violence perpetrated by men is starkly contrasted
with the warm friendship and bonding between the women which makes
them acknowledge and explore their own desires and sexuality, ultimately
exercising their agency and choice to chart their own path.
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THEATRE

2013-14

SMITA BHARTI | JUG JUG JIYO

Jug Jug Jiyo, a play in Hinglish, directed by Smita Bharti, unravels the lives
of two women across three decades, who are living and sharing a house in a
small town. The play begins with the visit of their children who are in a live in
relationship in Mumbai to their home town to meet their parents. This leads
to a small confrontation and lays bare the hidden past of the two women until
there is nothing left to lay bare. The story intimately journeys through hard
hitting topics of social stigma for unmarried and pregnant women, marital
rape, female foeticide and infanticide, trafficking and illegal surrogacy. JUG
JUGJIYO is an entertaining yet socially relevant play that compels us to think
of the many messages it wants to deliver. It ends with love and hope that
change is possible

2014-15

THE PATCHWORKS ENSEMBLE| 'ILA’

lla" by The Patchworks Ensembile is directed by accomplished theatre artists.
The play looks at gender, its related myths as well as the dilemmas. The story
is about a king who ventures into an enchanted forest and is transformed by a
spell. As the moon waxes and wanes so does lla, turning from man to woman
and back to man. With ever-changing landscapes - sometimes in ancient land
and sometimes in the local trains of Mumbai - and leaps in time, this chorus
takes the audience through a provocative, playful and exciting journey that
questions what it means to "be a woman/man and everything in between"
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FAEZEH JALALI |

Thisplayisacomic,tongue-in-cheek, retelling of the story of Shikhandi. Mixing
the traditional with the contemporary, the grandeur of Indian storytelling
and contemporary English verse, it questions gender, sexuality, masculinity,
femininity, and everything in between. The unique conversational style of
the play motivates the audience to examine their own biases and realize the
futility of the labels attached by the society.
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INNOVATIVE CAMPAIGN

COMIC BOOK | MENSTRUPEDIA

Menstrupedia is a fun guide to menstruation or “periods” as they are
commonly called, which helps girls and women to stay healthy and active
during their periods. It provides informative and entertaining content in a
comic book format. It is aimed at spreading awareness about menstruation
and clarifying myths around the subject.

E-MAGAZINE | OUT OF PRINT

Curated by Indira Chandrasekhar, the editor Out of Print published an entire
issue on sexual violence to illustrate its pervasiveness in different situations
and contexts, how it influences all our lives, how it interacts with existing
inequities, how it is used as a weapon, and how it is often erased out of public
debate.In this series women got an opportunity to speak and be heard with
nothing being out of bounds — whether its abortion, whores, wombs or rapes.

AHMEDABAD MIRROR | ART O’ NAMA, SHADES OF WOMEN
Ahmedabad Mirror's Art o' Nama, Shades of Women was a campaign that
invited several artists — men and women - to depict women in different
moods. The book, a collection of the art works, captures the spirit of the
women of Amdavad on paper what established artists depicted on canvas.
Each page speaks volumes about the courage of women - speaking out
against violence, against pain and ignorance and against illiteracy. The art
work also showcases women's inhibitions, insecurities and suffering through
an artist's brush. It helps one understand how artists interpret emotion and
connect with everyday life creatively.
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BOOK

2013-14

DR SWATI TIWARI

SAWAAL AAJ BHI ZINDA HAI

Dr. Swati Tiwari, in her book, “Sawaal Aaj Bhi Zinda Hai” despairs that the
Bhopal Gas Disaster is not just a tragedy for Bhopal but for the entire Nation.
In this book, Dr. Swati chronicles the lives of women who have been and
continue to be worst hit. It documented the lives of women survivors who
have lost everything and continue to face a never-ending struggle. It narrates
stories of how the women have picked up their lives in the aftermath of the
tragedy. It highlights the irony where a medical card holds more importance
than a ration card, because food is needed every month whereas medicines
are needed every other day.

2014-15

ROHINI MOHAN

THE SEASONS OF TROUBLE

Rohini Mohan,s book is a haunting and wistful recount of one of Asia's
most searing wars: the Sri Lanka civil war. Written with heart, brains and
sheer grit,it puts a human face to the war that has been etched into our
consciousness through its two female protagonists, Indra and Mugil, and one
male protagonist, Sarva. Rohini is a gifted writer who has the unique ability
to weave story telling into a non-fiction narrative.

SAGARI CHHABRA

IN SEARCH OF FREEDOM

In Search of Freedom takes us back to the pre-
independence era and unpeels stories of women
freedom fighters from India to South Asia, who
heeded the call of a unique moment in history.
Captured like an oral history project it brings alive
the voices of women, who joined the struggle,
either with the blessings of their families or
without it. Each woman leads the author to
another survivor, jumping from memory to
history to the present. This web of connected
stories weaves a narrative of valor, determination
and the will to submit to a larger ideal and a
bigger goal.
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2015-16

ESSAR BATOOL, IRFAH BUTT, SAMREENA MUSHTAQ, MUNAZA
RASHID, NATASHA RATHER

DO YOU REMEMBER KUNAN POSHPORA?

In 1991, a group of soldiers and officers of the Indian Army pushed their way
into two villages in Kashmir, seeking out militants assumed to be hiding
there.They pulled the men out of their homes and subjected many to torture,
and the women to rape. According to village accounts, as many as 31 women
were raped.Twenty-one years later, in the aftermath of the rape and murder
of a young medical student in Delhi ,a group of young women in Kashmir
were inspired to re-open the Kunan-Poshpora case, to revisit their history
and to look at what had happened to the survivors of the 1991 mass rape.
Through personal accounts of their journey, this book examines questions
of justice, of stigma, of the responsibility of the state, and of the long-term
impact of trauma.

NOOR ZAHEER

DENIED BY ALLAH

‘Denied by Allah ‘ is a book that mirrors stories of
women for whom even God does not seem to have
mercy - of women who face the indignity of having
to sleep with a stranger just to return to a husband
who has pronounced triple talaq in a fit of anger; of
women who have to run from pillar to post to end a
marriage by begging for Khula, of women surviving
Mut'ah (pleasure), a temporary marriage, equivalent
to prostitution.This book discusses medieval laws
irrelevant in the 21st century, sexist bias that pass
for conventions, life decisions made only by men
which have denied the other half basic respect and protection, dignity and
humaneness, often in the name of religion.

NOOR ZAHEER ™

APARNA JAIN

OWN IT

Own It tells women’s stories: the ugly, the happy, the rarely discussed, the
unacknowledged, the whispered, the denied. Close to two hundred Indian
women leaders across industries discuss the challenges they face in the Indian
workplace and at home. Heads of companies, human resource directors and
senior managers talk about issues like pay parity, harassment, promotion and
maternity policies. Why is the workplace skewed against women and what are
their own demons that keep them from breaking the glass ceiling?Thought-
provoking and controversial, Own It takes the challenges that confront

239



women in the workplace head-on - without discounting the complexities of
being a woman in an Indian home.

VOLGA

LIBERATION OF SITA

The Liberation of Sita, written by the Telugu writer Volga and translated into
English by T. Vijay Kumar and C. Vijayasree, tells of a very different heroine
from that of Valmiki’s and Rama’s Ramayana.lt traces individual stories of
Surpanaka, Ahalya and other women characters in Ramyana that don’t have
a prominent role in the epic. This story shows strong female friendship and
evolution of characters over a period of time. It shows Sita learning and
embedding strength from other women.

SHARANYA MANNIVANAN

THE HIGH PRIESTESS NEVER MARRIES

High Priestess Never Marries a collection of short stories looks at strong
female characters that find salvation within themselves. It shows them
struggling but also portrays them finding peace in a strong inner voice. The
book is personal and relatable to several single women of our generation.
Women would find solace in seeing other women overcoming hurdles and
attaining a place in society that is comfortable in their own skin.
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LAADLIVOICE OF THE CENTURY 2013-14
LATA MANGESHKAR

Lata Mangeshkar fondly known as Didi has
been weaving her musical magic for over seven
decades. Her voice has been the most recorded
voice in history — 30,000 songs in 36 Indian
languages. Indian music is synonymous with
Lataji's name. She has single handedly, with her
music, helped the global reach of Bollywood.
Her singing “Ae mere watan ke logon' was so
heart rending that it is said to have moved Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru to tears and there is no Republic
Day or Independence Day when her patriotic songs are not played and they
still evoke the same response in people. In 2001, Lata Mangeshkar was
awarded Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honor.

LAADLILIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
(2014-15)

JEANNIE NAOROJI

Jeannie Naoroji whose name
is synonymous in India
with fashion design and
choreography was conferred
this Award for putting the
costumes and jewelry of this
great and diverse land onto
the world stage; for marrying
theatre and style; for melding
a Bollywood approach with
the traditional, and her
commercial acumen.

She started the India-on-Show Production Unit, way back in 1965, when
fashion choreography was unheard of in India. This Unit, under Jeannie's
leadership, produced over 700 different shows with more than 4500
presentations all over the world and pioneered month-long, travelling Trade
shows in Russia, New Delhi and Germany.

Overa career spanning four decades, Jeannie, along with her business partner,
trained many master tailors, choreographers, set designers, musicians, a huge
team of people that design and run fashion shows.
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LAADLI LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2014-15
VAASANTHI

Vaasanthi is an accomplished and acclaimed
writer and journalist who has been writing for
more than 50 years on human rights, gender
issues and communal harmony. Her books have
been translated into other languages, both
Indian and European , and won many Awards.
Two of her books have been made into films.
She has published 60 books including novels, six
short story collections, six volumes of journalistic
articles and four travelogues.

LAADLI LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 2014-15
DR NIRUPAMA BARGOHAIN

Nirupama Bargohain is
one of the most prolific
writers in  Assam. She
has authored more than
40 novels, 18 short story
collections, 3 memoirs, 4
travelogues, 3 biographies
3 children’s works and 14
essay collections.. In a life
marked by struggles of
various kinds, Nirupama
has gathered experience
from working at different
careers such as teaching, journalism, without compromising with her
principles for the sake of furthering these careers. Her writings are a deep
and honest engagement with the most vital social issues of her times and
she has achieved a rare blend of social commitment and artistic elevation in
her works.
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LAADLI LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD (2015-16)

Kamla Bhasin is known for
simplifying, yet not diluting,
complex issues of gender,
patriarchy, violence and
oppression of different kinds.
Her ability to blend art,
music, dance and her kindred
spirit into activism is well
known across South Asia and
has won her many praises.
She has brought together
several organisations from
neighbouring countries, even conflict ridden countries, to bridge a solidarity
among feminists across borders. Feminists, both young and old, turn to
Kamla for her support and her wisdom from having engaged with gender,
inequality and injustice for several years. Her wit and clarity of thought are a
beacon of hope for many across the subcontinent.

Through a career spanning five decades, Kamla has reached out to thousands
of young people, activists, artists, feminists and spread her message
of equality. She was among the first to articulate the harmful nature of
patriarchy on men; while simultaneously leading the discourse on violence
against women and the need for solidarity across genders to end violence.
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Cause Partner:;

colors

viacom[D)

ABOUT COLORS:

‘COLORS’is Viacom18's flagship brand in the entertainment space in India.
A combination of ‘emotions’ and ‘variety, COLORS, launched on 21st July
2008, offers an entire spectrum of emotions to its viewers. From Fiction
Shows to Format shows to Reality shows to Blockbuster Movies - the basket
contains all Jazbaat Ke Rang’’COLORS' is dedicated to promoting ‘Cohesive
viewing, through programmes like Thapki...Pyaar Ki, Devanshi, Sasural
SimarKa, Shakti...Astitva Ke Ehsaas Kii, Udann, Swaragini, Kasam...Tere
Pyaar Ki, Kawach...Kaali Shaktiyon Se, Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, Comedy Nights
Bachao Taaza, Naagin 2, Bigg Boss 10, Dil Se Dil Tak, Karmphal Data Shani
and Rising Star, amongst others.

About‘VIACOM 18':

Viacom 18 Media Pvt. Ltd. is one of India's fastest growing entertainment
networks and a house of iconic brands that offers multi-platform, multi-
generational and multicultural brand experiences. A joint venture of Viacom
Inc. and the Network18 Group, Viacom18 defines entertainment in India by
touching people on air, online, on ground, in shop and through its cinema.
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Our Jury

2013-16

Abdus Salam Asim
Amy Fernandes
Amita Pitre

Amrita Chowdhury
Anish Trivedi

Anuja Gulati
Anuradha Parikh
Anuradha Sengupta

Anuradha Sarma
Pujari

Anurita Pathak
Hazarika

Ashok Sajjanhar
Ayaz memon
Azhagiya Periyavan
Banesh.M.S
Bhagwan Das
Bharathi.K.

Chaya Ratan
Chinmayee Joshi
Danny

Davindra Kaur Uppal

Debendranath Tamuly
Deepa Gahlot
Deepa Sahi

Devi.P.A.

Dilip Dsouza
Divakar. V. J. M.

Dr Alarmelu Rishi
Dr Anand Pradhan
Dr Anamika

Dr Amee Yajnik

Dr Ampady

Dr Asha Devi.M.S.
Dr Bandana Bhuyan
Dr Bharathi.K.

Writer, Editor

Media Professional

Working on Violence against Women at TISS

Author, Innovator and Business Strategist

Media Professional , Actor, Writer, TV Anchor

State Programme Coordinator, UNFPA

Filmmaker and Architect and Founder of G5A
Broadcast Journalist/anchor and Producer and
Founder of G5A foundation for Contemporary Culture

Editor

Womens Rights Activist

IFS Officer, Writer

Journalist

Writer and Journalist

Executive Editor Sakhi TV

Advertising Professional

Writer, Associate Professor

IAS Officer

Gender Consultant

Journalist, Writer, Filmmaker, Literary Critic
Academician, Researcher, Script Writer,
Theatre Professional

Media Professional

Author, Scriptwriter, Theatre and Film Critic
Screenplay Writer,Producer,Actor and
Media Entrepreneur

Social Activist

Writer, Journalist

Senior Journalist

Academician,Writer

Academician

Poet, Novelist, Translator

Author, Lawyer working on womens rights
IAS Officer,Script Writer, News Editor
Literary and Cultural Theoretician

Regional Director NIPCCD Guwabhati
Academician and Writer
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Dr Daya Krishan
Mangal

Dr Drashti Patel

Dr Gaurang Jani

Dr Gayathri.N

Dr Ishwar Singh Dost
Dr Krishnaswamy.S.

Dr Manjari Thakoor
Dr Mrunalini.C.

Dr Prasad Murty

Dr Preeti Shah

Dr Rama

Dr Ranjana Kumari
Dr Sharada Jain

Dr Sonal Ratilal Pandya :

Dr Tapati Baruah
Kashyap

Geetha Nazeer
Geeta Luthra
Geeta Ramaseshan
Girish Upadhyaya

Gita Rani Bhattacharya :

Goparaju Sudha
Gouri Choudhury
Gurbir Singh
Harekrishna Deka
Indira Misra
Indira Jaising

Ira Jha

Jahnavee Khound
Jinka Nagaraju
Junu Borah

Jyoti Gade
Kalpana Sharma
Kanchan Kaur
Kiran Khalap
Krishna Menon

State Coordinator UNFPA

Media Consultant, Teacher and Writer
Academician

Feminist Writer and Activist

Academician and Journalist

Writer, Producer, Director and Founder of
Krishnaswamy Associates

Deputy Curator, NGMA

Academician, Media Personality

Poet and Senior Journalist

Professor, HOD, Writer

Academician, Author

Social Activist working on womens Issues
Educationist

HOD of Communication,Journalism& Public Relations
Gujarat University.

Writer

Founder of Trivandrum Womens Writers Forum
Senior Advocate, Trustee at Manushi
Senior Lawyer

Journalist, Media Expert

State Prog Officer Mahila Samakhya, Assam
Writer and Poet

Founder of Saheli

Journalist

Writer

IAS Officer, Author, Editor,Journalist
Director of Lawyers Collective Padmashri Awardee
Media Consultant

Editor

Senior Journalist, Editor

Womens Rights Activist, Writer

Professional working on Gender Issues
Journalist, Author

Senior Journalist

Author

Academician,Writer
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Kumar Ketkar
Kuppili Padma
Lalita lyer

Lalitha Kumari
Popuri-Volga
Lalrinawmi Ralte
Malabika Patel
Malti Mehta

Manasi .V.
Manipadma Jena
Manjul Bajaj
Manjula Pradeep
Meghna Pant
Meenaxi Shukla
Mita Kapur

Mita Deka

Mark Manuel
Mohammed Khan
Monica Tata

Monica Wahi
Munmun Ghosh
Nalini Singh
Namrata Roy Ghose
Nandana Dutta
Nandini Sardesai
Neelam Kulshreshtha
Neeru Nanda
Pallavi Patel

Pamela Phillipose
Pooh Sayani

Pooja P Vardhan
Pralayan

Pragati Bankhele
Pragya Paliwal Gaur
Prakash. N. Shah
Pratima Joshi
Prema Malini Vanam
Prof Afaq Ahmad
Prof Anees Sultana
Prof Prabha Kalvimani
Prof Saraswathy
Prof Uma Maheshwari

Editor, Senior Journalist
Writer and Journalist
Senior Journalist

Writer

Author and Theologian

Writer and Poet

Media & Communication Expert
writer

Senior Journalist

Writer

Social Activist

Author,Journalist and TEDx speaker
Co-Founder CHETNA (Retd)
Founder of SIYAH], Literary Agent
Professor, Chief Editor

Journalist, Editor , Writer
Advertising Professional
Advertising Professional

Childrens Media Specialist

Writer and Editor CRISIL Ltd
Television Professional

Advertising Professional,Writer
Professor,Writer

Professor and Activist

Journalist and Feminist Writer

Retd IAS Official

Co-Founder & Director CHETNA
Senior Journalist and Editor at WFS
Producer and Director

IS officer, Doordarshan Professional
Theatre Personality, Journalist

Copy Editor, Senior Journalist

Chief Of Media Doordarshan , Jaipur
Senior Journalist and Editor
Principal Correspondent at Maharashtra Times, Writer
Input Editor at TV5

Writer

Writer and Poet

Educationist, Social activist, Human Rights Activist
Academician and Womens Rights Activist
Academician
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Prof Vibhuti Patel
Pushpendra Pal Singh
Raakhee Bakshi
Raja Ramesh. P
Rajni Bakshi
Rama. S

Ramesh Nayyar
Ramesh Narayan
Reema Gehi
Renuka Shahane
Rinki Roy
Bhattacharya
Roopa Barua
Sachidanand Joshi
Sagarika Ghose
Sajid Rizwi
Samanya

Sameera Khan
Sampad Mahapatra
Samudra Gupta
Kashyap
Sanghamitra Patel
Sandeep Sahu
Sarala Rajya Lakshmi
Welfare Dept.
Sarasvatichandra
Saraswathi Rama
Shashank

Shashi Baliga
Savitri.D.V.L.
Siddharth Bhatia
Sridhar.K.V.
Srilekha Bose
Suchitra Maurya
Sudha Goparaju
Sujata Madhok
Sunil Jha

Sunil Kumar
Sunitha Krishnan
Sunny Sebastian

Suresh.K.G.

Suresh Ranjan Goduka :

Academician, Gender Studies Specialist

Media Educator, Writer

Broadcasting Professional, Social Entrepreneur
Visual Media Professional

Author

Chief Sub Editor, SAKSHI

Senior Journalist, Editor, Author

Advertising Professional

Journalist

Actress

Film, Art, Theatre Critic

Independent Film Maker

Author, Theatre Personality, Professor, Vice Chancellor
Senior Journalist, Editor

Poet, Producer and Director of Plays

Writer

Journalist , Author and Researcher

Film and Documentary Director, Editor

Assistant editor, Senior Journalist

Social Activist

Senior Journalist

Joint Director, Women Development and Child

Journalist, Author, Documentary Film Maker
Journalist and Feminist Writer

Author, Poet, Artiste

Journalist, Editor, Academician

News Editor in HMTV, Writer

Journalist and Author

Advertising Professional

Professor and Writer

Banker

Writer, Poet

Senior Journalist and Activist

Media Professional, Journalist

Editor, Writer, Photographer, Teacher

Co founder of Prajwala, Social Activist
Deputy Editor,Senior Journalist, and VC of
Harideo Joshi University

Senior Journalist and Consulting Editor
Editor,Development Communication Activist
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Swanand Kirkire
Tamil Selvan
Teresa rehman

Thota Bhavanarayana:

Tina Mehta
Tulsidas Bhoite
Udaya Bhanu
Umamaheshwara
Rao C

Urvashi Dev Rawal
Usha Turaga-Revelli
Vanaja.C.
Vasanthalakshmi.V.
Venigalla Venkata
Ratnam

Vinayak Patrudkar

Author

Writer

Senior Journalist,Founder of The Thumb Print
Senior Journalist

Brand Strategist

Media Professional

Actor, Poet, Singer

Social and Human Rights Activist, Film Maker
Senior Journalist

Journalist and Broadcaster

Journalist and Film Maker

Critic, Translator, writer

Writer and Columnist
Editor IBN Lokmat
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Our Supporters

2013-16

Blue Star

Indian Bank

United Phosphorus Ltd

Piramal Group

Vivanta by Taj

Lotus Hospitals

Hitkari Trading Corporation

NRB Bearings

MADISON

CIPLA

Canadian Consulate

Colors

IPPF, FPAl and European Commision
Raintree

Spenta Multimedia

Anil Murarka and Manish Murarka
The Mathrubhumi Printing and Publishing

Our Media Partners

Metro India
Chhatisgarh Khabar
The Telegraph
Rajasthan Patrika
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Laadli

Laadli works with various stakeholder groups to change the mindset that
undervalues the girl child and makes her unwanted in millions of Indian
homes. Through our advocacy and communications campaign we try to
address the gender discrimination and inequality between the sexes. We
work with the youth and media at large to question the deep-rooted son
preference in our society and change the gendered mindsets.

The Laadli Media Advocacy initiatives focus on promoting gender sensitivity
in media and advertising by organizing innovative training programmes,
campaigns and workshops, engaging media and advertising industry leaders
in consultations and presenting awards to gender sensitive reporting and
advertising.

About the Laadli Media Awards

The Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity is the only one of its kind
in the world given exclusively for promoting gender sensitivity in the media
and advertising. For the first time Laadli with the support of International
Advertising Association has expanded its wings to South Asian region,
thus making it the First South Asia Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for
Gender Sensitivity.

The Awards are supported by UNFPA and this year, COLORS Viacom 18, one
of India’s fastest growing media and entertainment networks, is associated
with us as our Cause Partner. It is a year-long advocacy initiative with senior
editors, media leaders, journalists, and cultural icons that culminates in
the awards functions. The objective of The Laadli Media Awards is to draw
the attention of the public to the positive efforts in the media with regard
to gender sensitive reportage and provide a platform for showcasing such
efforts. It does not focus on visible achievers but on media persons who
are reporting from the field level- analyzing laws, policies, programmes,
events and incidents using a gender lens. By acknowledging and felicitating
the media persons who are writing positive stories on gender we hope to
encourage more people to join the movement.
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Registered Office

Shetty House, 3rd floor,
101, M. G. Road, Mumbai - 400 001.
Tel : 491 22 22626672, +91 22 22672411

Postal Address

64, Wodehouse Road, Ratan Manazil, , Ground floor.
Colaba, Mumbai - 400005
Tel : 491 91679 02776
info@populationfirst.org
www.populationfirst.org
FB: http://www.facebook.com/groups/Laadli
Blog: http:// laadlimerilaadli.blogspot.in/
Twitter Handle: Laadli_PF

Contributions to Population First are exempt
from tax under section 80G of Income Tax Act.
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Celebrate Her Life
An Initiative by Population First



Breaking News brings to you a compilation of
writings from Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards from 2013 to 2017. The articles
featured show the wide range of issues
covered, the analytical depth and the
sensitivity displayed across newspapers and
languages in the country. Many new issues
have been covered in an unselfconscious
manner. This compilation of articles reports on

Dr A. L Sharada is active
in the developmental
sector for the last 27
years as a researcher,
trainer and programme
manager.

She is the Director of
Population First since
the last 14 years. She
had the opportunity to
work with international agencies like UNICEF,
UNFPA and other non-government
organisations as a consultant.

She was on the faculty of the Central University
of Hyderabad and Indian Institute of Health
Management Research, Jaipur. She was invited
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United Nations Population Fund

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
works to deliver aworld where every pregnancy
is wanted, every childbirth is safe and every
young person's potential is fulfilled. UNFPA
focuses on three key tracksin

India:

1. Investing in adolescents and youth especially
thevulnerable

2. Expanding the availability and use of
integrated sexual and reproductive health
information and services with a focus on family
planning

3. Ending the practice of gender-biased sex
selection and promoting gender equity and
equality.

various issues pertinent to the conversation on
gender in India like women and conflict zones,
concerns of working women and an entire
section on reporting on the rights of LGBTQ+.
These articles have contributed to the dialogue
on gender equality, deepened our
understanding of the prevalent discriminatory
practices in society and highlighted the lacunae
inthe programmesimplemented by the State.

by the State Department of USA to represent
India under the International Visitors
Leadership Programme (IVLP) on Role of NGOs
in Global Gender Issues.

She is a special invitee to the State Supervisory
Board on PCPNDT Act, and was a member of the
Committee constituted to suggest
amendments to the MTP Act.

Dr. Sharada was awarded Anita Parekh Award —
Rotary Club and the Changemaker Award by
Working Mothersin 2016.

Revathi Asokan is an ex-banker and has
managed and coordinated the Laadli Media
And Advertising Awards for three years.

POPULATION FIRST

Population First is a not for profit organization

registered in March 2002. Our key objective is

to work towards gender sensitive and social

development-oriented health and population

programmes. We promote gender sensitivity

and gender equality through:

e Awareness programmes on gender, health,
population and social developmentissues

* Mobilising community participation in
population, health and social development
programmes

*  Working with influencers in media and
advertising to change mind sets related to
girls and women's rights and gender
equality.
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