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66/ think LMAAGS is an important initiative,
as much of the mainstream media ignores women’s
issues and the media reportage that does exist is
often gender insensitive. In such a scenario, it is
imperative to give the right signals and recognize the
work of people who are giving the right kind of story
and display the right sensitivity. While judging,
I came across some very poignant and powerfully
written stories as well as some very well researched
features that impressed me. 99
— Ms. Manjul Bajaj is a writer based in Gurgoan and
is the author of the Rangeeli Duniya’ series for
children

66 At a time when safety of women is THE ISSUE
plaguing the country, Laadli awards are a milestone
in recognizing the efforts by women who brave all
odds to set an example not just for themselves but
also for millions of others globally. It encourages
) others to come forward and be a part of a movement
b for making the world a place of peace, respect,
honour and dignity for women. 99

— Sunil Jha is a senior media professional currently
associated with ABP News

o 6 G Laadli Media Awards are true inspiration for all
. “ those who are willing to devote their creative life for
: the cause of gender sensitization. It gives recognition
to the recipients and encourages them to work
harder in future. 99
— Sachidanand Joshi is Vice-Chancellor of the
Kushabhau Thakre University of Journalism
and Mass Communication, Raipur




Foreword

Laadli began as an idea that promised to bring about a silent revolution in
mainstream media. It promised to push the levers of change to challenge
gender stereotypes in everyday television commercials and news reporting.
[t was not about one-time statements. It was about an ongoing movement
that would create a visible shift over time. It was about silent but impactful
storylines that would seep into everyday conversations to create a more
equal narrative. The shift was barely noticeable to an everyday viewer but
the impact was more than perceptible to those who spearheaded this change.
Voices that were silenced before now shared an opinion. Roles that were
gendered before now broke the mould. The media industry rose to the
formidable challenge of portraying a gender-equal society — of creating an
ideal would inspire emulation in the real world.

The Laadli media awards continue to be a touchstone for gender-sensitive
work in mainstream media. With the increasing popularity of the awards,
there is a discernible change in the quality of entries received over the years.
The submissions clearly reflect that there is better understanding of what
constitutes gender sensitive portrayal and reporting. The awards were
institutionalized to not only honour those who dared to mirror the complete
picture but also to encourage others to join the league.

The following pages applaud the efforts of journalists and media persons by
compiling their work in this second edition of the series. Some stories offer
resolution while others incite agitation. The narratives portray limitations and
allow possibilities for change. The protagonists are as much in the pages of
the book as are those who dared to uphold the inconvenient truth as it were.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) strives to address
discriminatory practices that impede gender equality. UNFPA India
commends Population First for launching the Laadliinitiative and is proud of
its association with it. The journey of creating an equal world is replete with
its fair share of tribulations and triumphs. However, committed partners in
change make the journey worthwhile. With each passing year, alternate
voices gain greater strength, the possibilities of change gain tangible
contours and the distant destination ceases to be that far away.

Frederika Meijer

UNFPA Representative, India and Bhutan



Preface

I am very happy to present the second volume of award winning entries of the
Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity. Through the
Gender Lens is a compilation of a few select award winning entries from
2011-2014 covering the fourth, fifth and sixth rounds of awards. While all the
award winning entries deserve to be in the book, we had to make a difficult
choice of putting only a few in this collection which reflect the different
gender perspectives in journalistic writing.

| greatly appreciate the effort put in by Dr. A. L. Sharada, our Director and
Nita Shirali in putting this collection together. | hope you enjoy reading the
book as much as we have enjoyed putting it together.

We see a definite change in the way media is covering gender issues in the
last five years. Their role in reporting violence against women and changing
the way the country perceives heinous crimes like rape and sexual violence
is praiseworthy. Yet, at the same time, there is a need to work towards making
Gender Sensitivity a core value of journalistic writing and programming.
There is an urgent need for the media professional bodies, networks and
regulators to promote Gender Sensitivity as an integral part of journalism,
both as a calling as well as an industry.

The last few years have seen many women centric films which succeeded at
the box office as well, breaking the myth that women centric movies are not
commercially viable. Their success also proves that audiences are ready for
such movies.

| see encouraging signs ahead of Media and Advertising projecting women
and gender issues with more sensitivity. The Laadli Media Awards will
continue to be part of this transformation with your support and guidance.

—

S. V. Sista

Executive Trustee, Population First
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From the Editor’s Desk

The last nine years were quite exciting and challenging for us. Working
closely with media and advertising, we were often overwhelmed by the
positive response from leaders in these fields. Rarely did we encounter any
resistance or opposition which proves that the media and advertising
fraternity is willing to be part of the change that we want. The fact that the
number of entries has reached from 100+ in 2007 to 1700+ in 2014, shows
the growing gender sensitivity in the media. We have also observed a
discernible improvement in the quality of entries which once again reflects
the concerns of the new generation media and advertising persons with
regard to gender issues. It is also heartening to note that a majority of our
winners are below 35 years of age.

This book is divided into five segments: Decoding Gender, Writing on
Current Events, Reporting on Gender-Based Violence and Discrimination,
Analysing Policies and Programmes and Interpreting Research. Each section
is accompanied by a conceptual note on how the selected entries enhance
gender understanding.

The writings reflect the commitment and hard work put in by the journalists.
Many of the stories had a positive impact with the Government Agencies, the
Police and the Judiciary responding to the stories and initiating action to
mend the situation or provide succour to the survivors of violence.

The stories make riveting reading and expose the various dimensions of
gender inequality and violence that prevail in the country.

Dr. A. L. Sharada

Director, Population First
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Scope of Laadli Media Awards

« Covered 28 states and 6 union territories of India

+ 13 languages

« Entries increased from 120in 2007-08to 1700+ in 2012-13.

Media

Advertising: Print, TV, OOH,
Radio, Digital, Direct Malil
Print: Newspaper, Magazine

and Feature Service

Electronic: TV, Radio

Web

Other Media

Categories

Service, Product and Public Service

News Features, Features,
Investigative Reports, Editorials,
Op-Eds and Columns

News Features, Features,
Documentaries, Serials, Radio Plays,
Topical Programmes and Issue-based
Programmes

News Features, Features, Articles,
Blogs and Columns

Dance, Dance-Drama, Theatre,
Feature Films, Cartoons and
Multi-Media
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Deconstructing
Gender

Gender sensitivity in media is often assumed to involve women-centric writing. Yes, it
is about women but is written seeing the issues through a gender lens. It is also about
the social construction of what it is to be a man or a woman and what happens when
one does not fit into this dichotomy; the power equations between the various
genders; and the restrictions imposed on them by the gendering process. The stories
in this section highlight a few such dimensions of gender and how they are being
challenged and redefined.

S. Vijay Kumar’s story on a transgender athlete and Sindhuja’s photo feature on the
Kithadavar transgender festival of Koovagam highlight how those not fitting into the
gender dichotomy of male and female are marginalized in society. Both write-ups
succeed in highlighting the need for putting in place more gender inclusive systems
and institutions.

Aditi Bhaduri and Banesh highlight the stories of women who are quietly breaking
into the male bastions of the occupation of railway porters and masonry work in
Chattisgarh and Kerala respectively. While on the one side the women porters break
the myth that women cannot carry heavy loads, the women masons are proving that
they can do a lot more in construction work than merely carrying loads.

Yet another group which is often neglected in gender discourse is the single woman.
The near universality of marriage and the dominance of family often relegate single
women to the background. Vaidehi’s feature focuses on the struggles of single women
to assert themselves in a patriarchal society.

Breaking the silence around harmful social practices that increase the vulnerability of
women, undermine their dignity and equality and bringing those issues into the
public domain is yet another aspect of gender sensitive writing. Lina Chacki’s writing
on the exploitation of and violence against the baulins in a so called egalitarian and
liberal Baul community, Nishat Shamsi’s feature on bride bazaars in Maharashtra,
Rina Mukherji’s feature on menstrual taboos and Debarshi’s feature on the practice of
female genital mutilation in the Bohra community in India, point to the ways and
means by which various institutions and cultural practices work to restrict the
freedom and rights of women.

The under-valuing of women’s contribution as a home-maker and the double burden
of working women is an important aspect of gender roles which is highlighted in a
lighter but effective manner by Swathi Sharma while Amita Bade focuses on the
menial job of rag picking and unravels the caste and gender underpinnings of
the occupation.
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Print and Web Media

‘Weaker Sex? You Must be Joking!”

March 11, 2011

This feature is about women porters in Chattisgarh’s Raipur railway station
who have stormed yet another male bastion. Their saga of courage and
optimism inspires the author to document their journey so far. These women
have overcome a lot of restrictions and barriers to break into this domain.

As the train slowly chugged into Chhattisgarh’s Raipur station, my eyes
beheld a scene | had never imagined to find in a state that is considered one
of India’s least developed. A sari-clad porter was hurtling down the station
with bags on her head.

For a moment | was unsure whether she was indeed a porter. But then she
most definitely wore the signature red jacket and on her head was the rolled
up piece of cloth that porters use to cushion themselves from the heavy
luggage they carry.

Determined to find out more, | set out to meet this woman. And what a saga
of determination and optimism her life turned out to be.

Born and brought up in Rajnandgaon, the pleasant looking and always
smiling Parasai Sahu (36) studied till Std. 10. When she turned 18, her
parents got her married. Her husband worked as a bus conductor, earning
about Rs. 2,000 a month, but the fragile state of his health meant that Parasai
had no option but to look for a job to provide for her two children —a son and
a daughter —and her parents-in-law. So she turned to her uncle, a porter, who
helped her get a sweeper’s job at Raipur railway station.

She worked as a sweeper for four months, earning Rs. 2,400, which helped
to supplement the family income. Then her husband gave up his job as
a conductor and began working at the village cycle repair shop. This meant
a decrease in income. From then on, Parasai was in search for a more
paying occupation.

Aditi Bhaduri, WFS

Aditi Bhaduri is an independent journalist and researcher, who
writes for both the Indian and international media. She also acts as a
consultant to various organizations on issues of foreign policy,
conflictresolution, and gender. She won the award for the Best News
Report at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12.



Opportunity came in the form of Maanbai (30). Never in her life would
Maanbai have thought that one day she would inspire another woman to
seek a better future. But Maanbai, even if she did not acknowledge it herself,
had already established herself as an unusual woman. A year ago, she was
appointed as the first woman porter at the Raipur railway station.

Maanbai had been married to a porter working here. When her husband fell
ill and died, the station authorities gave her his job. The work was arduous,
without doubt, but as the sole earning member of her family she had little
choice butto carry on with all the courage she could muster.

Unknown to her, she was also quietly playing a part in transforming someone
else’s life.

Parasai says, “When | worked as a sweeper, every day | would see Maanbai
working as a porter. She seemed so confident and in control, | wanted to
emulate her.” So, she mustered the courage to approach the station
authorities and ask if she could do similar work. To her huge surprise, they
agreed. She was given a form that she filled up with the help of her uncle
and finally, in October 2010, Parasai — like Maanbai — started working as a
station porter.

She is currently in her training period which will last another two months.
Her work will then be evaluated by a station officer. The training has not
exactly been a cakewalk. She’s had to undergo a medical test to get a fitness
certificate that entailed running a distance of 400 metres and walking for
200 metres within five minutes while carrying a weight of 40 kilos. She did it.

However, life as a porter has its challenges. It was not the punishing work as
much as the jealousy of male porters that has occasionally queered the pitch.
These men reportedly waste no opportunity to harass the two of them. Rues
Parasai, “I don’t think many of the male porters liked it when Maanbai and |
began working as porters”. They felt we were intruding in their territory and
would always pass snide remarks about us. Sometimes they even dissuaded
willing passengers from hiring us. We are pleasant with passengers, but even
that has been misinterpreted by our male colleagues, who float rumours that
we flirt with the passengers!”

Things came to a head when a male porter physically threatened Maanbai
and Parasai. The women were forced to report this to the station master who —
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fortunately — stood by them. Things have been more peaceful since and both
the station authorities and the passengers have generally been supportive.

“Once | saw three VIPs. | don’t know who they were, but when they saw us —
me and Parasai — they were so encouraging. They gave me Rs. 10 as
baksheesh (tip),” recalls Maanbai.

The main problem they now encounter is that passengers are often reluctant
to hire them. “Sometimes they feel sorry for us and prefer a male porter to
carry their luggage; sometimes they are worried that by making a woman
carry their luggage they would be committing a sin. “Paap chad jayega, they
say,” reveals Parasai. She adds, “What they don’t understand is that they are
helping us when they make us work and that we need this work to survive.”

She recalls her first encounter with a passenger. “l was nervous on the first
day. | fervently wanted my work to be appreciated. It was a family that hired
me and paid me for the first time. | earned Rs. 30 on that occasion and | am
grateful to that family to this day.”

For now, Maanbai and Parasai are the only women porters at the Raipur
station. They are daily wage earners, earning Rs. 100 each day on an
average. The official rate for the services of a porter here is Rs. 20 for every
40 kilos of luggage.

Sometimes, however, passengers tip them a few extra rupees. They get no
free days, but have to apply for leave when they want the day off.

By Choice, Not Chance

For Maanbai, working as a porter was an imperative, but for Parasai it was
totally a matter of choice. So what does her family think about her
unconventional job? “They do not mind it. My husband is encouraging. Until
now | have earned about Rs. 3,000-4,000 a month, which is more than what
he does.” Yet, it is her husband who remains the decision-maker in the
family. Parasai hands her entire earnings to him every day. From this sum, he
gives her money to travel to work and to get something to eat. He also
decides how the money is to be spent. “We rarely buy anything for ourselves.
We buy what the children want. We don’t have a TV, so we are saving up for
that,” she says.

Parasai leaves home at six in the morning. It takes her about four hours to
commute to the station and back. This means that she is home only around



eight at night. So, who looks after the house? “My daughter and my
mother-in-law cook, clean and manage between themselves. | wash the
clothes,” she says. Her husband does not, of course, contribute to handling
the daily chores.

The tough work schedule of these two women could faze many a strong man.
But neither Maanbai nor Parasai regret being porters. Explains Parasai with
great enthusiasm, “We are village women. We are strong and used to hard
labour. I do not find the work tiring. I am very happy to do this work and enjoy
it. | just want to complete the training. Then, | can continue to work with
confidence, knowing that my job is permanent.”

Firstit was Maanbai who inspired Parasai. Now she in turn is inspiring others.
“Today the women in my village ask me if they can also apply for such a job,”
she says with asmile.

Dance performance at the Thiruvanthapuram event during the 2011-12 Laadli Media Awards.
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Where Protectors Couldn’t Transcend Gender

May 21,2013

This report is about the gender discrimination faced by transgenders. Citing
the story of a famous athlete who was denied a job in the police force
because of being transgender, the author says how in spite of the Constitution
providing for social justice, they are denied their basic rights. There is a very
urgent need for a support system to educate and empower transgenders and
to mainstream them into society with equal opportunities and rights.

Joining the police force was a dream come true for this promising athlete
from Villupuram district in Tamil Nadu. But the joy did not last long as she
was dismissed from service a couple of months later. Reason: it was found
during a routine medical check that she was a transgender.

Hailing from a poor family — her father works as a scavenger in the local
municipality — the constable tried her best to convince police officials that
she would produce results on a par with their expectations, but in vain. The
department made it clear that the force could accommodate either men or
women, but there was no place for the third gender.

She had a good track record in sports, NCC and academics. She performed
well in the written examination, physical test and personal interview and was
selected for the post of Grade-II police constable. “Women police recruits
have to undergo a medical check for pregnancy. During this exercise, it was
found that this particular constable was a transgender. She had qualified
based on the physical standards set for women. After a preliminary enquiry,
the person was dismissed from service,” a senior police official told
The Hindu.

The woman participated in State-level athletic meets and bagged several
medals. On hearing the news, her shocked parents appealed to the
Superintendent of Police not to make public the reason for her dismissal.

| S. Vijay Kumar, The Hindu

S. Vijay Kumar is with The Hindu in Chennai. He won the award for
Best News Report at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.



This is not the first time that a transgender who made it to the force was
unable to function. “Santhi Soundararajan, who made the country proud by
winning a silver medal at the Asian Games in Doha, also qualified for
appointment in the police department. Despite repeated reminders from the
Police Training College, she did not join duty. Perhaps, she was scared that
her gender might cost her the job someday...,” the officer said. Santhi had
failed a gender test and lost her silver medal.

V. Suresh, advocate and human rights activist, said it was grossly unfair that a
person who qualified for a post should be denied the opportunity and
penalised for what nature had given to that person. “This is also arbitrary and
goes against Constitutional principles. Article 15 provides for social justice
in the context of people suffering discrimination. Transgenders squarely
fall under this category, though the term was not used when the Constitution
was written. The very spirit of Article 15 is to undo discrimination by
providing reservation.”

Saying that Tamil Nadu was in the forefront in devising social policies,
Dr. Suresh, who is also the national general secretary of PUCL, wanted the
state to take a stand on the issue of transgenders and render justice by
accommodating them as a category in education and employment.

According to Vikranth Prasanna, founder of ‘Chennai Dost’, which supports
the LGBT community in Tamil Nadu, there was a need for a support system to
educate and empower transgenders. “We appreciate the initiative of the
Dindigul Collector who gave a job to a transgender in a Government
Hospital. We hear that students were sent out of colleges when their gender
transformation became visible. Even in a popular IT firm, a well-qualified
transgender was asked to leave,” he said.

This kind of discrimination would only force transgenders to indulge in
commercial sex or resort to begging. “If livelihood is not guaranteed even to
the qualified ones, where will they go?” he asked.
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Taboos Take their Toll on Women

April 25,2011

This feature talks about some taboos that simply refuse to go away. She
focuses on the taboos associated with women’s menstrual period. By
conforming to regressive practices relating to menstrual period like using
cloth instead of disposable pads, not being given nutritious food, not being
allowed to enter the house and use toilets etc, women undergo a lot of
difficulties. Basic hygiene takes a back seat and they become more
susceptible to infections and prolonged reproductive health problems.

The recently-concluded 4th South Asian Conference on Sanitation
(SACOSAN) has ended with the Colombo declaration, which puts emphasis
on promoting menstrual hygiene all over South Asia to accomplish the
Millennium Development Goal (MDG 7) of making available water and
sanitation forall by 2015.

The statement has called for including in monitoring mechanisms specific
indicators for high priority measures such as Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) in schools, handwashing and menstrual hygiene. The declaration
has sought to build and strengthen capacity for sanitation and hygiene
implementation, including investing in higher education facilities,
development of curricula, research and development, knowledge exchange
and partnership development.

This is most edifying for a region where menstrual taboos have, time and
again, put women at risk. Fortunately, the last few years have seen an
increased consciousness on the matter and specific initiatives have been
taken to address the needs of women and girls in India.

In India and other countries in the region, menstruation is associated with
being unclean.

As revealed by a UNICEF survey done under the aegis of the Sanitation,
Hygiene, Education and Water Supply in Bangladesh programme, drying

Rina Mukherji /www.justfemme.in

Rina Mukherji was recently awarded the Robert Bosch Stiftung
Media Fellowship to report on Euroscience Pen Forum (ESOF 2012)
Dublin. She contributes for www.justfemme.in

She won the award for the Best Feature at the Laadli Media Awards
for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.



menstrual rags in dirty, hidden corners of the house results in women using
wet rags most of the time, particularly in the monsoon. Such a practice
caused teenaged Monira to suffer from severe vaginal itching due to
bacterial infection.

In the case of Shahana, an adolescent Bangladeshi girl, drying her menstrual
rag on a bean tree in the garden proved fatal. An insect that had settled on the
cloth which was drying in a shady grove away from bright sunlight found its
way into her vagina. The resultant infection proved fatal, and caused her an
untimely death.

The problem is compounded by the low priority given in families to women'’s
health. The 2004 Bangladesh Family and Health Survey found that a
husband’s decision determined whether or nota woman would seek medical
help for a serious gynaecological infection. Even when a husband decides in
favour of medical consultation, long distances to be travelled to district
hospitals and the time consumed prevents women from the poorer sections
in India and other countries in South Asia from opting for medical help.

The use of sanitary napkins is being stressed on in countries like India.
However, buying napkins can end up quite expensive for poor households.
The government has taken to distributing sanitary napkins free of cost in
many districts. Besides, a low-cost sanitary napkin machine is enabling
women from self-help groups to make and sell sanitary napkins at Rs. 2
apiece in many parts of southern India. For easy disposal, incinerators are
now in use in many schools all over the country to get rid of used napkins.

But the practice of using sanitary napkins will take time to catch on. In fact, a
recent A. C. Nielson-PLAN India study on “Sanitary Protection, Every
Women's Health Right” revealed that only 12 per cent of Indian women used
sanitary napkins. Unhygienic and unsafe practices and traditional taboos
cause 70 per cent of Indian women to suffer from reproductive tract
infections, according to the studly.

Hence, the UNICEF, along with local grassroots organizations in Bangladesh,
has embarked on enlightening young girls on the dangers inherent in the
practices followed. Young schoolgirls are told to perceive this as a natural
process, and made aware of the significance of hygiene during menstrual
periods. They are taught to wash their menstrual rags in adequate water, and
to dry them in sunlight. During the rainy season, when drying outdoors
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becomes difficult, they dry the rags by placing them on overturned baskets
placed on earthen stoves that continue to be warm after the cooking is done .

At the same time, improved sanitation is being stressed on; with emphasis on
building latrines that have a small raised platform to facilitate washing of
menstrual cloth by girls and women.

As matters stand, barring Sri Lanka and the Maldives, most countries in South
Asia remain off-track to achieve the millennium development goal of
providing improved sanitation to their populations by 2015. In fact,
sanitation coverage is as low as 5 per cent in war-ravaged Afghanistan, while
Nepal has achieved 43 per cent, Bangladesh 54 per cent, and India 68 per
cent. Even Sri Lanka, which boasts 85 per cent sanitation coverage, has yet to
provide adequate coverage in its northeastern provinces, which are slowly
recovering from three decades of civil strife, while Maldives lags behind in
providing sanitation to its smaller islands.

Evidently, a lot remains to be done to achieve full sanitation coverage, as also
solid and liquid waste management. Until incinerators are installed in every
school, and girls and women weaned to using sanitary napkins, it would be
well to impart the knowledge of menstrual hygiene. For this, it is important
that menstrual hygiene become a part of school curricula all over the region,
so as to override customary taboos which stand in the way of a healthier life
for women.



Mr. and Mrs. Koovagam

June 27,2012

The story is an attempt to change the misconceptions surrounding the village
Koovagam in Tamil Nadu and its transgender Koothandavar Festival which is
generally thought of as a place for radical sexual expression and an avenue
for sexual fetishes. A visit to the gestival, she feels, challenges one’s
paradigms of gender identity, sexual orientation and gender diaspora. It
creates awareness about the struggles of transgenders for social and
economic inclusion in society.

“Why wouldn’t you shoot me naked? Don’t you find me attractive?” asks
Ruby, flaunting her newly acquired bustline while pushing the helm of her
saree down to show off the tattooed scorpion on her navel.  am at Koovagam
village in Villipuram district in Tamil Nadu, to witness the annual

Koothandavartemple festival.

Sindhuja Parthasarathy, The Alternative

Sindhuja Parthasarathy is a freelance travel and social documentary
photographer. She contributes for www.thealternative.in

She won the award for the Best Photo Feature (Web) at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
. Southern Region.
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The previous day, I had checked into the least seedy lodge Villipuram had to
offer—in a dingy room that was once painted green, and decorated thereafter
by spit. (Or is it bodily fluids?). The dustbin is overflowing with used
condoms, cheap makeup and filth that is nauseating to say he least, and the
atmosphere reeks of cigarettes mixed with arrack.

My sleep, if it can be called that, is interrupted frequently by constant knocks
on the door by pimps. Initially, I answer the door to confirm that | am a
woman and yes, a full woman. A photographer. And no, not available.

Time hangs heavy around me. The corridors outside ring aloud with claps,
noisy chatter and unprovoked screaming. | eventually slip into sleep that is
full of nightmares.

| wake up the next morning to see women walking around in their padded
bras and velvet petticoats (some found petticoats alone sufficient); brushing,
combing and getting dressed. Others were chatting up with seemingly male
like men.

I walked down to find Ruby, my neighbour, who had unpacked her bags by
now. She treats me to a display of silk sarees, evening gowns, wigs, lingerie,
jewellery and stillettoes, all that would be used up for the beauty pageant.
She adds, “I have been saving up for this all of last year.”




| get free beauty tips and am advised to wear sunscreen every time | go out to
shoot in the sun. “...men love glowing skin, the whiter, the better,” declares

Ruby. She moves on to discuss sex and her demanding clients. On seeing me
getting uncomfortable, she smirks. “It is to put food on the table. It is a job,
justlike yours. The better you are, the more money you get.”

A man walks in, and | prepare to leave when Ruby said that | would be safe
around him and winks impishly. She confirms in a whisper that he is
homosexual and explains that | would meet aravanis (transgenders), kothis
(feminine homosexuals) and panthis (so called straight male clients of kothis)
atthefestival.

| continue to walk all day on the hot streets of Koovagam, trying hard not to
second guess people’s identities or their sexual orientations.

Itis the day of the pageant —time to select Ms. Koovagam.

The show starts with a talent contest which includes dancing to sexually
coloured songs. | hold my breath as | watch them dance in frenzy and
wanton fury.

And then starts the beauty pageant organized by the Villupuram District
Transgenders’ (Women’s) Welfare Association, which also doubles up as a
forum to build awareness around HIV and other sexually transmitted
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diseases. 84 transgenders walk the ramp, each trying to outdo the other in
their glitzy costumes and flashy jewellery. The audience cheers with hoots,
whistles and thunderous applause.

Winning the title means quite a lot admits Ruby, disappointment writ large on
her face post her elimination. We start rooting for Chayya Singh, a contestant
from Hebbal, Bangalore, a brilliant conversationalist who charmed
everyone with her chutzpah.

Harini from Tiruvanamalai wins the crown with Chayya coming in runners
up. Harini tells TV channels, “I spent Rs. 1 lakh for my costumes, accessories
and grooming. This is the first time | am participating. Tamil Nadu has given
me refuge and support. | left my house in Kochi at the age of 14.”

Chayya too has run away from home in Dharmapuri at the age of 14 with the
help of the then local collector. She had scored 400/500 in her 11th grade
and had won many debate contests back in school. Her parents were
inconsolable when they learnt that their brilliant boy now wanted to be girl.

“Over the years, they have come to terms with it, or maybe they have
resigned themselves to their fate. | wish | had graduated, got a decent job and
then got the sex change operation done. | hurried in my insecure teens and
like many others, moved to Mumbai,” she says. This is a common thought

and regret shared by many.




She now supports herself as a bar dancer in Bangalore. | quiz her on her
present condition. “Well, atleast | don’t spend every night with a new man
nordo | beg attraffic signals,” she adds with a smile.

[ wish her good luck for the impending wedding the next morning.

D-day at the festival. Ruby and Chayya are dressed in their finest traditional
kanchipurams, and are heading out to the koothandavar temple.

In the Mahabharata, it was prophesized that the Pandavas would win the
battle of Kurukshetra only if they sacrificed a ’perfect’ male from among
themselves to please Goddess Kali, who is the keeper of the Kurukshetra
grounds. Prince Aravan, a son born out of an illicit relationship Arjuna had
with a certain Naga princess, offered himself up, provided a few conditions
of his were satisfied.

For one, he wanted to consummate with a partner before being beheaded;
since no woman was willing to marry him and be widowed the next day, Lord
Krishna took the form of Mohini to marry him.

The following morning, Aravan was beheaded and his head left on the
grounds of war for him to watch the rest of the war, the other of his conditions.
He saw his widow Mohini beating her chest and wailing inconsolably,
bemoaning his death.
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This tiny village of Koovagam has a temple dedicated to Lord Aravan, the
prince warrior who is deified here. And it is here that the transgender
community assembles on the first full moon day of the Tamil month of
Chittirai to marry their Lord.

The marriage ritual is followed in letter and spirit, and for that one day, they
attain a position the human society continues to refuse to them, the status of
awife.

On the temple grounds, thousands of Aravanis (as they call themselves) are
dressed in their best sarees and jewellery, all lined up to get married.

The sanctum sanctorum allows a very narrow strip of light to penetrate
through and is presided by the local priest or pujari. He makes an offering of
coconut and bananas, offers camphor to the deity, and recites various
mantras to invoke the spirit of the Lord. He then ties the thali.

“This yearly marriage and revelry brings us huge solace, it is this gaiety that
we await all year long,” says Sonika, an acquaintance. Soon enough, she
excuses herselfto celebrate her wedding night.

There are countless men-panthis, lined up along paddy fields and coconut
groves. Sex is regular fare here. | see shadowy figures of copulating couples at
night while Il am rushing back home.

[ run into Sonika much later in the night, only for her to plead with me, “Can
you buy me dinner? The cheapo gave me just Rs.100 and didn’t even use a
Nirodh (a brand of condom).” She hurls a few abusive Tamil words. | cringe.

[ pay.
On the last day of the festival, a procession of the Aravan effigy travels all

around the village before being ceremonially beheaded and consigned
to flames.

What follows is a tragic event that would make any ancient Greek
philosopher proud. Lord Aravan’s death is mourned through a high pitched
wail emanating from the transgenders who have just lost their coveted status
as a wife. They cry, they weep, they scream, they whimper; bangles are
broken, the sacred sindhoor is washed off their foreheads, the string of
flowers gets yanked from their hair and finally, the thali is torn off their
mortal bodies.



| stand amongst the Transgenders and try to capture all the frenzied action
through my view finder. The broken glass bangles and thali fall on me. They
sing songs about their ill-fated life, and wish their sexual status was only
incidental. They cry over their birth, their mixed identities and their craving

tofind a soulmate. | sense that these tears however go much deeper.

All the self-flagellation rends my willpower to be objective about the shoot. |
fail to separate myself from what is going on, | draw in the pain of the place
and people. I wail.

The Koovagam festival is an eye opener for anyone interested in
understanding the transgender community. Over the years, transgenders
have gone through continuous discrimination, humiliation, oppression and
continue to live on the fringes of society.

Most members of the community live in slums, eking out their livelihoods by
begging at traffic lights or through sex work. They continue to be hated and
feared for their sexual non-conformity and outrageous sexuality. Equally
disturbing is the violence and exploitation within the community. For
instance, the strong belief and practice of “Nirvana” — voluntary surgical
removal of male reproductive organs by a dhai/ mid wife without anesthetic
and how the date of Nirvana determines the seniority, power and respect to a
TG in their community.
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Legal victories such as revoking of Article 377 of the Indian Penal Code and
the Election Commission’s inclusion of “Others” in its electoral rolls and
voter identity cards have done some good to the community. However, there
are many issues of inclusivity, sensitivity, gainful employment etc. that needs
addressing. But such societal changes will take a lot of time, and call for
persistent deliberate effort from all stakeholders to the system.

As for you and me, we can begin by making an attempt to educate ourselves
about the community and work towards changing our attitudes towards
people with gender-non conforming appearance or behaviour.

Before | bid goodbye and leave Villipuram, | ask Ruby, “What did you
pray for?”

She smirks. “Year after year | ask koothandavar for just one thing. Love.”
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Hussain Pasha’s column in Kannada “Appa Kollisabedappa” on Father’s Day
portrays an ideal father who is sensitive enough to take care of his girl child.
This column highlights the responsibility of the father to take a stand on sex
selection and save the daughters.
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Hussain Pasha, Mahila Loka, Koppal

Hussain Pasha is a freelance journalist whose poems, short stories
and articles have been published in leading Kannada dailies. The
above column appeared in Mahila Lok. He won the award for Best
Column atthe Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,
Southern Region.
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The message in Gujarati for Mother’s Day has been expressed through the
article which has four stories. They are about four mothers in rural Gujarat
who have shown immense courage in saving their children from wild
animals and thus overcome adversity. These women are not aware about
Mother’s Day but by showing courage and defying the gender stereotype,
they have setan example.
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Lalit Khambayata won the award for the Best Human Interest Stories
at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2012-13, Western Region.
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Maulika Derasari in her blog in Gujarati ‘Maanrangi’ focuses on gender
inequality in everyday life and the burden on the working women. She writes
about how education plays an important part in a woman’s life and how an
educated woman impacts her family members and surroundings. While
acknowledging the need for men and women to maintain their individuality,
she urges readers to challenge gender stereotypes and redefine them to bring
in more gender equality in the family.
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. _ “ Maulika Derasari
Maulika Derasari is an author and creator of a blog “Maanrangi”.
She won the award for Best Blog Award at the Laadli Media
and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Western Region.
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‘Vazhikattum Oli”in Tamil is about an NGO promoted by a group of women
who faced male chauvinism and social injustice in their life. She portrays the
strength and capability displayed by these women to face the discrimination,
and their efforts to create a support system for destitute women to fac life with
hope. Emphasizing that the life of a single woman is not inferior to any other
way of living, Vaidehi goes on to describe how it can be equally fulfilling.
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Vaidehi Ranganathan, Kungumam Thozi

Vaidehi Ranganathan works with Kungumam Thozhi, Tamil Nadu.
She won the award for Best Campaign at the Laadli Media Awards
for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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Deconstructing Gender

Electronic Media

Electronic Media
Pennu Kettiya Veedu

M. S. Banesh’s documentary in Malayalam Pennu Kettiya Veedu narrates the
story of a group of women engaged in construction of houses without any
assistance from men. It depicts their life amidst rocks and cement. It also talks
about Ettumanoor Women’s Centre where these women are trained. The
work done by this women’s group and training centre sends out a very
positive image of women’s empowerment.

M. S. Banesh, Jeevan TV, Kerala

M. S. Banesh has won the award for Best Documentary at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Southern Region.

Linga Tharathaamya

The radio jingle in Kannada Linga Tharathaamya expresses a mother’s
anxiety in sending her daughter out to play for fear of her being kidnapped.
But support comes for the little girl from her two brothers who persuade their
motherto allow her to play. The jingle ends on a positive note with a message
‘Let us condemn discrimination against women and lead a happy life.’

Maya Raman, AIR Dharwad

Maya Raman has been working in AIR, Dharwad for the past 22
years and has produced many programmes, features, jingles, radio
reports and musical features on harassment of women and other
features. She won the award for the Best Radio Jingle at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Southern Region.
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Yaha Lagti Hai Dulhan ki Mandi

The Vedhu Samaj of Nanded District of Maharashtra follows the tradition of
putting a price for daughters in a specially put up marriage market (mandi).
This is done in front of the local Panchayat and is the only approved way of
marrying. The programme in Hindi was a ground report investigation of this
practice of selling women like commodities. The programme contradicted
the claim of the Government that such practices had been eradicated.

Nishat Shamsi, IBN -7, Maharashtra

Nishat Shamsi is with IBN 7. He won the award for Best Investigative
News Feature at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.

Khirki Mehendewali

Khirki Mehendewali is a thirty episode radio show in Hindi of 13 minutes
duration each, targeted predominantly at a rural women audience with the
objective of addressing gender issues. Through the struggles of Mehendi, an
unwanted girl child and her mother who is punished for her inability to
produce a son, the programme tackled various issues related to women.
Using an innovative approach of drama, music, jokes and testimonials, it
made the audience introspect and ask themselves: “Isn’t there anything we

can do to spare our women this kind of suffering?” Each of the episodes also
imparted life saving information on maternal and child health.

BB BBC Media Action, AIR, Patna
MED‘-A ACTION BBC Media Action won the Best Radio

(I

DIA) LIMITED

4G LIVES THREOUGH MEDIA

Programme at the LaadliMedia and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Eastern Region.
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Writing on
Current Events

Reporting on the current events is the core of media writing and reporting. Does
the responsibility of the media persons stop at filing a factual report on events,
incidents and political developments? Should they look at only what is perceived to
be of interest to the reader or important for the TRPs? Or should they go beyond to
unravel the layers and hidden dimensions of the events? The selection of writings
under this section brings to you stories which report on current events but from a
different perspective.

Aditi Tandon’s story on the trafficking of young girls to Delhi during the
Commonwealth Games is one such story which cut the clutter of news coverage on
the event by exposing the underbelly of the games — the trafficking of young girls to
Delhi to meet the demands of the floating population gathered to witness the games.
Her story was instrumental in the rescue of some of the trafficked girls.

Similarly, while reporting on honour killings and the role of khap panchayats in
promoting the same, Sukhbir Siwach has gone beyond merely reporting on incidents
of honour killings and looked into the political positioning of the Chief Minister who
opposed the law to ban honour killings and attempts to clip the wings of the
khap panchayats.

There are three stories on Kashmir in this section. With the changing political
scenario in the valley with comparatively peaceful times, there is increased coverage
on the concerns, troubles and challenges being faced by its women. While enough
has already been written about the violence, militancy and separatist movements, it is
riveting to read stories about violence and destruction from women’s point of view.
How do women cope with disability caused by landmines, with hardly any supportor
compensation from the government? How do the constant exposure to violence,
bereavement, insecurity and restricted movement impact the emotional,
psychological and physical health of women? These are the issues raised by Ashutosh
Sharma and Freny Maneckshaw in their features. The new social and political
environment also means that more women are accessing jobs, institutions and public
spaces and are increasingly being exposed to new threats, like eve teasing, acid
attacks and other forms of violence which were unknown in Kashmir in the past. Sana
Altaf reports on the first case of acid attack on a woman in Kashmir and the response
from various groups to the same.

Tongam Rina’s report from Arunachal Pradesh once again draws attention to the
increasing violence against women and children even in geographies which were
considered to be safe for women and highlights the need to take immediate steps to
stop them.



Print and Web Media

Dark Underbelly of Games

October9, 2010

This article was written during the Commonwealth Games in Delhi when the
author noticed that there was a considerable increase in trafficking of girls,
especially minors. Some NGOs stepped in to rescue the girls.

While Delhi was being dolled up ahead of the Commonwealth Games, red-
light areas were also busy planning to welcome the visitors and tourists.
Investigations by The Tribune reveal that trafficking of girls, especially
minors, has risen considerably in the past two months. Most children are
being brought in through fraudulent placement agencies for domestic work
and used for commercial sex in rented residences in semi-posh Delhi
localities, including East of Kailash, Kalkaji, Govindpuri Extension and
Tuglakabad Extension. Over 121 girls have been rescued from traffickers
from New and Old Delhi Railway Stations alone in the past two months. This
number, as per documented data with registered anti-trafficking NGOs, was
much lower in the past two years until August 2010.

Police records of these rescued girls show they worked as sex slaves, fetching
for their “masters” anywhere between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 30,000 an hour.
Records of Shakti Vahini, active in the G. B. Road red-light area, alone
confirm 75 rescues of minors in past two months. “Of these girls, 50 per cent
were rescued from forced sex. There’s a definite surge, around 50 per cent, in
trafficking,” says Rishi Kant of Shakti Vahini. In 30 cases, the FIRs have been
lodged for kidnapping and rape.

Another NGO Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) last month detected 39
minors trafficked from MP on Paschim Express which halted at Nizamuddin
train station. “This is shocking. There is a whole sex business going on
around the Games. Trafficking in the past five years has never been so high
despite regular surveillance of the police and anti-traffickers at destination
points,” Rakesh Sanger, national secretary of BBA admits.

Aditi Tandon, Tribune News Service

Aditi Tandon is with the Tribune News Service, Delhi and is the
recipient of the 2005-06 British Chevening Scholarship for her
report on Kashmir. She won the award for the Best Gender Sensitive
Reporting in 2008 and won the Laadli Media Award for Best
Investigative Reporting for the above story in 2011-12.
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Call details of Childline India’s five Delhi helplines tell a similar story. Of the
432 trafficking complaints recorded in the past one year, 70 per cent came in
the past three months. “This surge is unprecedented and marks an eight-fold
increase from the previous years. Ahead of CWG, we have also observed
frenetic activity of traffickers not just in the GB Road area but also around
railway stations.” Sumit Kumar of Childline says.

Analysis of trafficked cases reveals 90 per cent of the rescues happened on
Jharkhand Sampark Kranti, Northeast Express, Brahmaputra Mail and Awadh
Assam Express, and most girls came from West Bengal, Jharkhand, Assam
and Bihar. This despite the Home Ministry’s “Advisory for Prevention and
Combat of Human Trafficking during the CWG” issued to Bengal, MP, Orissa,
Jharkhand, Bihar, UP and New Delhi on September 10.

Case histories of trafficked girls indicate that they were being sourced for jobs
in the name of the Games, a fact revealed by the MHA advisory, which says:
“Certain fraudulent placement agencies, involved in trafficking, were
promising jobs to young girls in the Capital ahead of the Games. Minor girls
are the main targets. Some are even injected with oxytocin to attain puberty
atayoungerage.”

In 30 per cent cases, where minors were sold for sex, they were first put in
homes. A 13-year-old girl from Mumbai was rescued on August 3. She was
brought to Delhi through a Shakarpur-based placement agency by an agent
named Pappu, who first sent her to work in Punjabi Bagh, then tried to sell
her for prostitution. He is under arrest. “We have conducted unprecedented
number of rescues in recent days,” admits Surinderjit Kaur, SHO, Kamla
Market police station, which covers G. B. Road. Along the G. B. Road,
condom sales have also risen sharply. Where the Delhi AIDS Control Society
provides four lakh a month, itis now supplying six lakh.

(Names of the girls have been changed to protect their identities)
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Hooda Opposes More Teeth to Tackle Honour Killings

April 21,2011

Sukhbir Siwach’s series of stories on khap panchayat brings out the facts of
this illegal but widely prevalent practice of honour killings in Haryana.
While these killings do happen in a few other states in northern India, it is
much more deep-rooted in Haryana. The Central Government has proposed
new laws to combat this. But this story has exposed how the Chief Minister
has raised objections on this new law to combat this.

CHANDIGARH: Even as yet another honour killing rocks Haryana, with two
women lynched in public in Bhiwani recently, the Congress government in
the state led by chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda has raised objections
to all the Union home ministry proposals to draft a law to counter honour
killings. Information accessed by TOI under the RTI Act has revealed how
Haryana has resisted the proposed law on honour killings, saying that the
existing law is adequate to deal with the problem.

The proposals have been sent to a group of ministers (GoM), headed by
Union finance minister Pranab Mukherjee, set up by the Centre last year to
consider changes in criminal laws to counter such killings. In a letter to
Mukherjee on September 30, 2010, Hooda said: "To deal with unlawful
assemblies or the offence committed by them with a common object, the
existing provisions in IPC are adequate for all circumstances and
eventualities including "honour killing’." Fifteen states have reportedly sent
their views to the GoM, with Haryana opposing the proposals to amend the
IPC, even as Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have supported the move.

The Hooda government feels that honour killing can be contained by
strengthening law enforcement machinery, improving standards of
investigation, building credible prosecution, sensitizing judicial officers and
expediting trials. "Certainty of punishment holds the key," the state
government said in its communication. It has opposed every clause, right

Sukhbir Siwach, TNN

Sukhbir Siwach is with the Times of India, Chandigarh. He won the
award for the Best Issue Based Investigative Story at the Laadli Media
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.
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from adding a section on honour killing in Section 300, which deals with
culpable homicide, to opposing a proposed section to tackle a crime like
stripping of a woman in public. The move has come in for sharp criticism
both from legal experts and social activists.

"Haryana government’s response is legally and culturally regressive. The
comments of the state government are clearly aimed at legitimizing the
resurgence of khap panchayats in Haryana and justify their demand to
amend the Hindu Marriage Act and ban marriages within the same gotra. It is
shocking that any government in the 21st century can advance such views,"
says Punjab and Haryana high court lawyer Anupam Gupta.

Woman activist Jagmati Sangwan is also not impressed with the
government’s viewpoint. "There is certainly a need of a special law to tackle
honour killings as this problem has not been curbed despite existing
provisions in the law," says activist Jagmati Sangwan, who is vice-president of
All India Democratic Women Association.

Wy

faadli
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.......

Sense and Sensitivity, a compilation of award winning entries of Laadli Media Awards being launched.
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Kashmiri Women’s First Brush with Acid Attack

January 26,2013

This feature is about the case of an acid attack on a woman in conflict-ridden
Kashmir. The first such case in Kashmir, it has shocked people across
the valley.

Her face is burned. Her eyes damaged. Her sense of herself irreparably
damaged. Arifa (hame changed), 28, lies silent on the corner bed of a ward at
Shri Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital, Srinagar.

She hides her face from other patients and attendants as her acid-burned face
has now made her centre of public interest. Her tragedy gagged headlines as
she became the Valley's first victim of acid attack.

The New Year had just marked its presence. It was January 2, when Arifa, a
teacher at a preparatory school, was attacked with acid by two men. They
perpetrated this heinous assault because she had refused to consider a
marriage proposal from the accused, a man named Riyaz Ahmad Nath.
Reveals Arifa’s brother, “Nath has been after my sister for quite some time. It
was out of anger that he got acid thrown on her since she was not willing to
have anything to do with him.”

On the fateful day, Arifa was on her way to school when Nath, along with
another boy named Mudasir, followed her on a bike. He held her arm, threw
acid on her and fled from the spot. A group of bystanders had watched the
incident unfold, but no one came forward to help the girl — a testimony to
public apathy.

“Fortunately, my cousin lives nearby. He had heard her screaming and
rushed her to the hospital,” says her brother. Arifa has not been showing any
signs of improvement since. She is to be shifted to Delhi for treatment.

Sana Altaf, Deccan Herald

Sana Altaf has been consistently reporting from the conflict area of
Jammu and Kashmir. She has touched upon various problems like
domestic violence, lack of educational opportunities, issues related
to migration for jobs, etc faced by women with a special focus on
how these problems get aggravated because of the conflict in the
area. Her stories are on the impact of conflict on women. She won
the award for Best Reporting from Conflict Area at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Northern Region.
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“Her face is getting from bad to worse as the acid does its damage. Her left
eye is badly affected. She cannot see,” he adds. Had life not turned so tragic,
Arifa would have been preparing for her forthcoming engagement ceremony
that was scheduled to take place a few weeks later. “She dreamt of being a
bride, decorating her hands with henna and celebrating her big day. But all
her dreams have been shattered now. The happiness has been turned into
mourning,” says her heart-broken brother.

The accused in the case has been arrested by the police and charged under
Sections 307, 341, 325, 254 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).
The other accused, Mudasir, has denied having any knowledge about Nath’s
true intention. “Mudasir is now ready to stand witness to the crime,” says
Arifa’s brother.

While this case is possibly the first acid attack on a woman in Kashmir, in
2009, a teenager, Romana Javed, was run over by two car-borne male
attackers in the state capital. That incident evoked widespread public
condemnation. It shocked people across the Valley, who had never heard of
such incidents earlier.

This time, women, social activists and even politicians across the board have
condemned the acid attack. Professor Hameeda Nayeem, social activist and
chairperson of the Kashmir Centre for Social and Development Studies
(KCSDS), terms the incident as “a wake-up call for the Valley”.

“We need to come out united in protest. The perpetrators of this beastly act

deserve the harshest punishment so that it can deter others who may
contemplate doing such crimes,” says Nayeem, observing that this heinous
crime takes away the right of the assaulted person to live a life of dignity. She
also demanded that all cases of violence against women be tried in fast-track
courts. Syed Aasiya Andrabi, Chairperson of the separatist movement,
Dukhtaran-e-Milat, was also prompt with her response, calling the incident
“abarbaric and criminal act”.

Women politicians have added their voice to the general condemnation.
While talking to the local media, Mehbooba Mufti, president of the
opposition, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), attributed the spurt in crimes
against women in the state of Jammu and Kashmir to “corruption and misuse
of power”. She felt that the situation is grim and people think that “if you have
money or influence, you can get away with even committing any crime”.
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According to Mufti, the recent revelation that more than 250 lawmakers
across the country are involved in molestation and rape cases is an indicator
of how the politicians, who are meant to be role models, have turned
into criminals.

Of course, the incident has greatly disturbed young women. Says Maira, a
Srinagar-based college student, “This incident has to be taken seriously by
government as well as the civil society. It is a signal of our degrading morals
and values.” According to Maira, the rise in eve-teasing, molestation and
other crimes against women is making every woman on the street in the state
insecure. Her friend, Beena, agrees. She believes that such crimes will end
only when the authorities start taking them seriously and ensure stringent
punishmentto the guilty.

Parents, too, are anxious. “Hearing about such things makes me worry about
my daughter. One cannot judge who is up to what,” exclaims Masooda, a
Srinagar-based homemaker.

The worry is that the incident reflects a larger malaise. Mohammad Sultan
speaks for many parents when he says, “If we want safety for our daughters,
we will all have to stand by them where ever possible. Things are taking a bad
turn in Kashmir too.”
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Survival Diaries: Kashmiri Women Fight Disability

June 1,2013

Innocent women and children, who have nothing to do with militancy in
Kashmir, have been suffering immensely just because they happen to be
related to known militant. The article also talks about conflict-affected
women who have now become incapable of earning their livelihood.
Srinagar: In the border village of Pukharni in the highly militarised Nowshera
sector of Jammu & Kashmir, an eerie silence fills the air, punctured
occasionally by the sound of cowbells, the chirping of birds and gunshots
from the nearby firing range. Under a clear sky, in the dusty courtyard of her
mud house, Safia Begum, 35, is busy working in the kitchen. She kneads
dough and then expertly makes rotis on an earthen 'chulha’ (stove) — and she
does it all, literally, single handedly. Safia lost her left hand to a landmine
blast when she was just six.

As she hurriedly finishes cooking, her sons, Baag Hussain and Yasar Irafat,
who are in Class IV and lll respectively, troop in. Back from a hectic day at
school, her younger boy is tired, so Safia helps him change his clothes. Yasar
too has lost his left hand while fiddling with a stray landmine in March 2011.

In the absence of any monetary relief from the government so far, this brave
mother has courageously been struggling to raise her sons. “Besides a little
bit of farming, my husband and | do various menial jobs to sustain the
family,” she said. For Safia, educating her boys is her top priority. “Come
what may, | won’t let my children’s education suffer. | have faced many
hardships in life as | was illiterate and disabled. But my children study in a
private school and | want them at least to have a dignified life,” she adds.

While Safia is being able to make ends meet, in Pukharni there are women
like Naseem Akhtar, 23, and Sharifa Begum, 22, both of whom lost one of
their legs as children in separate landmine blasts near their homes. They now
stitch clothes for survival and are very worried about the future.

Ashutosh Sharma, Kashmir Times

Ashutosh Sharma is an independent journalist based in Jammu &
Kashmir, India, who writes and reports on conflict, human rights,
development, culture and environmental issues. He won the award
for the Best Investigative Story at the Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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In the remote border regions of Jammu & Kashmir, there are hundreds of
women, who are not just victims of conflict but of official apathy and social
indifference too. For them, words like emancipation and empowerment hold
little meaning. After being maimed or widowed or affected by conflict in
some other unfortunate way, they have to battle on each day of their lives.

Rural folk largely depend on herding cattle and agriculture for their
livelihood. Physically disabled persons can do neither. Imagine then their
situation in the absence of any social protection or government support.
The reality is that a sizeable number of conflict-affected women, who cannot
earn a livelihood through physical labour, have taken to begging on
the streets.

Sitting near a sewage drain at the general bus stand in Poonch, Fatima Jaan,
40, is busy hammering nails into her dilapidated artificial leg with the help of
a stone. After she is done, she swats off the flies buzzing around with her
dupatta and the next moment raises her begging-bowl to passersby hoping
they will drop a few coins into it.

Every morning this resident of Guntrian village, located near the Line of
Control (LoC) in tehsil Haveli of Poonch district, hurriedly finishes the
household chores, sends her three children off to school and then heads out
towards Poonch town. She treks for nearly four kilometres and then boards a
busto reach her ‘'workplace’, the general bus stand.

“A year after my husband disappeared, | started begging here. It has been 13
years now,” she states. With tears in her eyes she continues, “My husband,
Noor Mohammad, went missing after he was taken by some Army personnel
in 1998. No one ever saw or heard of him after that time.”

Fatima was grazing her cow near the house when she unknowingly stepped
on alandmine. She lost her left leg in the blast. She does not recall the year of
the incident but says with certainty that “it happened some years after my
marriage”. Then, as she looks at her amputated leg, she breaks down into
loud sobs. Asked why she comes so far to beg and she replies, “If | beg in my
area it is likely to bring disrepute to the family’s name. In a few years | will
also haveto arrange for the marriage of my daughters.”

Her case was taken up with the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) by a
noted local activist, Kamaljeet Singh. Taking cognisance of her difficult
situation, the SHRC in its final judgment of April 2011, recommended that
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the government provide suitable financial assistance to her without delay.
This recommendation has not been followed up.

Gulkhar, another widow, is living with severe hardships. This mother of six
daughters lost three buffaloes — the only family asset and source of income —
when the cattle wandered over to a landmined pasture in a village near the
LoC inthe Bala Kote area of Poonch district last October.

“Despite reporting the matter to the local administration, | haven't got any
relief yet,” complains Gulkhar, whose family ironically is categorised as
Above Poverty Line (APL), as a result of which she does not get a widow’s
pension. Normally, widows get a monthly pension of Rs. 200 whereas those
who are above 64 years or fall in the Below Poverty Line (BPL) category are
given amonthly pension of Rs. 400 by the government.

“Most of our land is landmined; the rest is rocky and arid. Only a small
portion is cultivable,” she says. These days, there is one question that keeps
haunting her: “How will I marry my daughters? After losing our livestock we
don’thave any source of income.”

Gulkhar also talks about Razia Bi, 65, and Sakina Bi, 65, who are her
neighbours in the village. “Razia and Sakina lost their husbands to shelling
from across the border. Neither of them received any financial assistance
from the government. Their families are also facing severe economic
hardships,” she reveals.

Innocent women and children, who have nothing to do with militancy in the
state, have been suffering immensely just because they happen to be related
to known militants. Haseena Begum, a mother of a 12-year-old, is one such
half-widow. Years ago her husband had reportedly joined the ranks of the
militants and there has been no news of him ever since.

“I was 20 when | was married off by my parents. Two years later, my husband
disappeared. My son was one year old at that time,” whispers a pale and tired
Haseena, who has turned prematurely old and infirm by the age of 33
because of the daily deprivations that mark her life. She lives in a small
hut-like house with her only son on the periphery of the district headquarters
of Doda, working in half a dozen houses as a domestic help to keep her home
going. “My parents have passed away now. Since the disappearance of my
husband, I feel socially ostracised,” she reveals, stroking the head of her son
sitting by her side even as tears roll down her sunken cheeks.
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A few months ago, state Chief Minister Omar Abdullah had endorsed the
recommendations given by the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC), which
asked for assistance to be provided to all the women affected by the conflict.
Abdullah called for all concerned to contribute towards “formulating the
operational module”. The recommendations, however, are yet to be
translated into action.

Moreover, compensation to landmine victims, provided by the Ministry of
Defence, is given only after the cases are processed on the recommendation
of the District Development Commissioner. A disabled person normally gets
amonthly pension of Rs. 400 from the state’s social welfare department.

There are several “invisible’ women victims of conflict whose plight calls for
an immediate humanitarian response. All they want is a better future for their
children. Is thattoo much to hope for?
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Singer Shubha Mugdal performing at the National LMA, 2011-12 in Mumbai.
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The Silence of Decay

September 4,2013

The story is about the increasing cases of violence against women in India
and more specifically in Arunachal Pradesh. Also mentioned is about a
child sexual abuse case in an Arunachal school which has shocked people
allover.

Everyone watched in horror as the Delhi Paramedic gang rape case unfolded
last year. The unthinkable violence inflicted on the young lady numbed
everyone and the country erupted in protest forcing tougher laws against rapists.

Many had hoped that with tougher laws, situation would change for better.
It was not to be. Every day there are reports of rape from every corner of
the country.

What is extremely horrifying is that barely eight months later, another rape
case has come.

In Mumbai, dubbed the "safest city" in India, a photojournalist was gang
raped. Because of intense media coverage, rapists have been arrested and
identified. One of them is reported to be a Police informer.

While we read reports of rapes happening elsewhere in India, a shocking
case of rape and molestation was to unfold at our own backyard.

No one had any clue while a teacher at Green Valley School, Likabali abused
children for three long years.

After initial shock, there is anger. The school authorities as well as parents
were obviously unaware of what was happening and young children had no
idea how to deal with the monstrous paedophile. The trauma these children
had undergone will last a lifetime.

Tongam Rina, The Arunachal Times

Based in ltanagar, Arunachal Pradesh, Tongam Rina is with
The Arunachal Times. She is one of the most dependable voices of
political and developmental analyses, largely through her column
Ringside View. She has written on a number of issues ranging from
gender to politics of hydropower to dilemmas of environment and
development and even issues like rainwater logged streets. Although
she was attacked, harassed and opposed for her views, Tongam
continued to speak and write and publish on issues related to
discrimination, violence and exploitation. She won the award for
Best Reporting from Conflict Area at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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It is important for the parents, authorities, society at large to ensure that they
are not traumatised yet again when they testify against the offender. The
police and judiciary need to be sensitive to the fact that these are young
children, emotionally scared. Parental as well professional counselling of the
young ones is very essential.

The case has to be fast tracked and a maximum sentence should be given
because it would be too dangerous to let out a paedophile in the guise of
ateacher.

While we grapple with what happened, one also is reminded of the fact
that this is not the first time, such a heinous act has been carried out in
schools in Arunachal, which points to systematic failure on the part of
everyoneinvolved.

Many parents, in search of better education send their children to boarding
school when they are as young as 5 years old. There are horrifying tales of
abuse but these tales rarely go out of our living rooms. At best, parents take
out their children from the school but no one wants to talk about itany more.

Saddening but many children are not safe even in their own homes. It
invariably is an uncle or an aunt, cousin, a household worker or a friend’s
relative who target children and sexually abuse them. The psychological scar
remains but then we simply do not have the environment where any one can
share these horrifying experiences. We live in a society that is judgemental
and have a false sense of honour.

We have to let go of the collective silence and start responding to the issues
that we are confronted with.

According to Arunachal Pradesh Police website, 49 rape cases were
registered during Sept. 2012-Sept. 2013. East Siang Police registered 9 cases,
followed by Lohit with seven while Upper Subansiri reported 6 cases. The
numbers of cases indeed are alarming.

The National Crimes Record Bureau (figure of 2011) says a woman is raped
in India every 20 minutes. Statistics could be much higher as marital rapes
and molestations by family members are rarely reported to the police.

No one wants to deal with societal pressure little realising that in the long
run, our choice to keep quite is going to eat into the very core of our society
and decaying its very soul.
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Traumatised by Violence

May 24,2011

Women in Kashmir do not physically encounter violence as much as men
do, but their feelings of helplessness and subsequent guilt resulting from the
violence around them is taking a toll.

“| see several women every day. Many of them are employed, and earning
fairly well. But | have yet to encounter someone who can confidently state
"Yes, | am happy, | am content.” The peace has gone from our hearts," says
Dr. Zahida Shah, director of a health care and fitness centre for women
in Srinagar.

Sociologists like Dr. Bashir A. Dabla have pointed out how militarisation and
prolonged conflict in the Kashmir Valley has had an effect on every aspect of
life in this region - social, cultural, psychological, economic and
educational. Women have been particularly vulnerable to these effects, and
this has impacted on their health and well being in many direct and
indirect ways.

Deaths and enforced disappearances of male members from the 1990s,
either because of the militancy or operations by security forces, have left
many women heading and providing for families single-handedly. The
precarious position of "half widows" or women, unsure of the fate of their
husbands, is particularly poignant. They cannot inherit property or claim
widow benefits, and according to Islamic law must wait for at least seven
years before they can marry again. The majority of them have chosen not to
remarry. Apart from issues of livelihood they must live with the haunting
trauma of wondering what happened to their loved ones.

Parveena Ahangar, who heads the Association of Parents of Disappeared
Persons, and whose 16-year-old son disappeared after he was rounded up by
security forces, recounts the aching loneliness of Magli, a woman who was

Freny Maneckshaw, www.indiatogether.com

Freny Maneckshaw is an independent journalist based in Mumbai.
She won the award for the Best Web Article at the Laadli Media
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.
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divorced and whose son was forcibly disappeared. "In the last few years
before her death Magli was reduced to talking to her hookah as she grappled
with painful memories," says Ahangar.

Mental Distress

Undoubtedly the most distressing repercussions of the conflict and high
levels of exposure to violence for women are with regard to mental health.
The international medical aid group Medicins Sans Frontiers (Doctors
Without Borders) published a report, titled Conflict and Health, based on a
study in villages of Kupwara and Budgam districts in 2005 to assess
confrontation with violence and its consequences on mental health and
socio-economic functioning. Over one-third of the respondents in this study
were found to have symptoms of psychological distress expressed through
symptoms like nervousness, tiredness, being easily frightened and
complaints of headaches. Women scored significantly higher.
During periods of turmoil and curfews women were unable to step out of the
home and enjoy simple pleasures like a walk.

There was also a high prevalence of suicidal ideation with one third of
respondents saying they had contemplated ending their lives. (The rate of
suicide, according to MSF for both males and females is twice the rest of
India’s average).
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The study also says that for women most of the psychological distress was
associated with feelings of powerlessness, dependency on others for daily
living and witnessing killing and torture. Women had lower confrontation
with violence being confined to the homes but, the study notes, feelings of
helplessness and guilt caused by witnessing violence was often more
traumatic than experiencing it.

Last summer’s uprising, in which thousands took to the streets in angry
protests and operations by security forces left 123 dead and thousands
injured saw a resurgence of psychological distress. Dr. Muzaffar Khan, a
clinical psychiatrist in Srinagar, explains how Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD), formally recognised as a psychiatric disease in the 1980s, has
manifested among his patients especially among the youth in feelings of
depression, fears of the unknown and palpitations. He says he has seen
young women from villages exhibiting PTSD symptoms of panic attacks and
reporting feelings of impending doom and shivering fits.

Dr. Khan, who also runs the de-addiction clinic under the state’s police at the
control room in Srinagar, says there is a definite link between prescription
drug misuse and PTSD. Drugs that are misused include painkillers like
Spasmoproxyvon, codeines, sedatives and other painkillers.

Although women have not attended the de-addiction centres because of
fears of being stigmatised, there is evidence to show that the problem is not
restricted to men. After an education programme on drug addiction in Pattan
there were inquiries by girl students who asked if they could visit in a group.
However there are no facilities as yet to treat women in addiction.

Lifestyle Changes

Besides these obvious psychological disorders women'’s health has been
affected by the lifestyle changes necessitated by the conflict situation.
Dr. Zahida Shah points out how prolonged low activity because of inability
to freely move about and lack of recreational facilities has led to obesity and
its attendant ailments of diabetes, hypertension and arthritis.

"During curfews or periods of unrest even taking a walk was not possible.
Typical social activities like picnics or going to the parks or gardens were
curtailed. One rushed to be back home by 5 pm.
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This shift in lifestyle was accompanied by a change in eating habits with an
increased uptake of fast foods. All this coupled with baseline stress because
of the curfews, protests and disruption of normal life has resulted in the
region’s women suffering from high cholesterol levels, angina and even
myocardial infarction ata much earlier age than before."

Reproductive Health

Women's reproductive health has also been affected. Dr. Bilquees, a
gynaecologist, says that stress along with factors like being overweight, has
seen a significant increase in polycystic ovarian disease among young
Kashmiri women. PCOD has symptoms like irregular menstrual cycles,
central obesity and glucose intolerance. It can consequently lead to
infertility, obesity, diabetes during pregnancy, early menopause and early
aging. Stress, she says, has also contributed to menstrual irregularities and
certain menstrual abnormalities. She has observed an increasing trend
towards early onset of menstruation.

The breakdown of social infrastructure and lack of medical facilities has also
contributed to pregnancy mishaps. She narrated instances of how the lack of
transportation — especially during shutdowns and curfews — has led to
women with foetal distress reaching the hospital too late, and newborns
dying before they got necessary attention as a result.
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Hello, Mike Testing

October9, 2010

This article was written during the Commonwealth Games in Delhi when the
author noticed that there was a considerable increase in trafficking of girls,
especially minors. Some NGOs stepped in to rescue the girls.

Shefali’s "HELLO MIKE TESTING’ campaign in Hindi for Ranchi based FM
Station Radio Dhamaal was a great example of how a medium dedicated to
entertainment can be effectively used to draw attention to the plight of young
victims of social bias and injustice in a backward and tribal dominated state
like Jharkhand. Shefali spoke to as many as 100 children to identify and
present 7 cases involving a range of social evils from child labour to child
marriage.The first hand poignant narration of all that the young victims have
gone through in life accounts for the huge impact of the programme.

Shefali Chaturvedi, Radio Dhamaal

Shefali is currently working with BBC World Service Trust as
Associate Producer, Radio and Mobile. She won the award for the
Best Radio Feature Award at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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Reporting on
Gender-based Violence
and Discrimination

Violence is used universally by patriarchal societies to control women and reinforce
male dominance, with a large majority of women facing some form of violence or
discrimination in their lives. However, what is reported is a miniscule of the reality. The
framing of the story, sensitivity towards the rights of the survivors, the vigour of
investigation, the doggedness to follow up the story till its logical conclusion are what
make reporting on violence and discrimination such a challenging task.

There is a thin line between crime reporting and reporting on violence and
discrimination. The latter moves beyond a specific incident of crime to delineate the
broader socio-cultural, political and economic factors that justify, promote and
perpetuate violence to control and subjugate the vulnerable. This section has an
amazing set of writings which explore the various facets of violence and discrimination.

Trafficking of women, for labour, marriage or sex is one of the most inhuman forms of
violence against women. Unfortunately, it is operated by powerful brokers and networks
with often the police and the government officials being involved in some way or the
other. The stories by Priyanka Dubey, Ranjita Biswas and Syed Nazakat bring out the
grim reality of trafficking across state and national borders.

Post Nirbhaya there has been tremendous media attention on rape. The Section 376
campaign by The Week was informative and educative covering a wide range of issues
related to rape. Deepa Ranganathan and Shwetha Kannan take the obverse view and
explore sexual violence on men by men and argue that men are also victims of sexual
violence but the prevailing gender norms do not provide them any succour. They, in fact,
restrict them from seeking support and justice.

While reporting on gender violence it is important to bring out the inspiring struggles of
the survivors who fight against all odds to pick up the pieces of their life and move on,
seeking justice and new meaning in their lives. Sadia Azim and Nikhita Doval present
two such inspiring stories — of a teen who fought to bring the panchayat leaders to book
and an acid attack survivor.

In a very thought provoking piece of investigative writing Ratnadeep raises questions
about manufactured news raising a few pertinent questions on media ethics.

Aruna Burte in her editorial argues against the use of the term female foeticide to denote
pre-birth sex selection as it criminalizes abortion which is a legal entitlement for women
under certain circumstances. Neetu Rana, on the other side, explores how the new
reproductive technology that enables surrogacy is being used to exploit poor women.

Violence inflicted on widows and devdasis and the harassment for dowry are dealt with
by Padma Vengapally, Swaroopa Potla Pally and Rakhi Ghosh in their documentaries.
The fact that some of these stories have led to action on the part of the police and the
Government indicates how sensitive media reporting on violence and discrimination
can bring support and succour to the survivors of violence.
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The Missing Girls of Lakhimpur

September 28,2013

On an average, 40 girls disappear from this district in Assam every
month. Priyanka Dubey tracks how it has emerged as the new hub of
human trafficking.

This article is about the rising cases of trafficking in Assam’s Lakhimpur
District. As many as 40 girls go missing every month from the district. Many
of the missing girls end up as prostitutes or bonded labourers in metros like
Delhi, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and Chandigarh. Some girls return after having
been exploited for years. The traffickers are shielded by the police as well as
the politicians and they all profit from it.

With its tea gardens and paddy fields, Assam’s Lakhimpur district, located
between the Brahmaputra and Subansiri rivers, is a picturesque place. But
this pleasant picture hides a chilling reality. With around 40 girls going
missing every month, this district with a population of 10 lakh has emerged as
a hub of human trafficking. An investigation by TEHELKA has blown the lid
off a multi-layered network of illegal placement agencies based in New
Delhi and Mumbai, and their local agents who have been luring girls from
the district into a quagmire of exploitation with promises of jobs, money,
marriage, a life in the city or simply “atrip to Delhi”.

Almost every village in Lakhimpur has its share of stories of girls who went
to Delhiand never returned. TEHELKA went to 10 villages and talked to
girls who had returned after being exploited for years, and to the families of
those who had died or are still missing. While some were pushed into
prostitution, others were raped by their employers or by the owners of
placementagencies.

Serophena Barla, 45, from Dulhat Bagan village under the Laluk Police
Station, says her 15-year-old daughter Sonali* went to Delhi with a local
agent, Samuel Tarki, in March 2008. Serophena’s husband used to work in a

Priyanka Dubey, Tehelka

Priyanka Dubey is an independent journalist based out of New
Delhi. She has previously worked with Hindustan Times and
Tehelka Magazine. Among others, she now contributes long form
reportage for Yahoo Originals. She is currently working on her first

non-fiction book on rapes in India. She won the award for Consistent
Writing on Gender Issues at the Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14, Northern Region.
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tea garden. “We were miserable after the tea gardens closed down. That's
when Samuel took her to Delhi, saying she would earn money and return
after a year,” she says. “It's been four years since | last spoke to her on the
phone. Samuel says he doesn’t know where she is. It scares me to imagine
what might have happened to her.”

At nearby Dolpa-Pathar village, Safeera Khatoon has been waiting for her
daughter Shanu Begum since 2010. “Shanu had just turned 16 when
Haseena Begum, who used to live in our village, asked me to send her to
Delhi with her. I refused as there were other girls here who had gone to Delhi

’

and did not return,” she recalls. “But one day, Haseena'’s sister took my

daughter to her place and from there Haseena took her to Delhi.”

Safeera went to Haseena’s house several times to ask about her daughter,
but her family refused to say anything. “lI went to the police but they
refused to register a complaint. Haseena hasn’t returned from Delhi either,”
she says. With Shanu’s photo in her hand, she pleads, “Please bring my
daughter back!”

The endless wait of mothers like Serophena and Safeera is only half the
tragedy. Many girls who have managed to return say they were raped and

tortured while working as bonded labourers in Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad
and Chandigarh.

e
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Vanishing Act: Many of the missing girls from Lakhimpur district end up working as bonded labourers in
metros across the country. Photo: Vikas Kumar
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Rabia Khatoon of Lukumpur village, who returned from Delhi after four
years, is facing a social boycott that has made life difficult for her. She was 15
in 2009 when Anita Beg, a local agent, took her to Delhi, where she found
herself trapped in a web of sexual, mental and financial harassment. “My
mother had told me not to go. But one day when she wasn’t home, Anita
came and told me I could go with her for a trip to Delhi,” says Rabia. “There
were other girls with her who said they pay well in Delhi for very little work.
[ went along thinking | would be back soon.”

In Delhi, Rabia was taken to a placement agency in Shakurpur Basti run by
Mahesh Gupta. “l was sent to work as a maid at a bungalow in Punjabi Bagh.
Whenever | asked to go home, | was told that | couldn’t go anywhere for one
year. After a year, | was sent to Gupta’s office again. He didn’t pay me
anything and sent me to a bungalow in Ahmedabad,” she says. “When | told
my new employer that Gupta didn’t pay me and that | wanted to go home, he
gave me Rs. 11,000 and sent me back to Gupta. Of that, Gupta let me keep
only Rs. 2,000 and sent me to Guwahati.”

That was not the end of Rabia’s ordeal. Though she returned home at the
end of 2011, she was trapped once again by the traffickers. A man called
Walson Godra tricked her into believing that he was friends with Gupta and
could help her get her money back. “He said it would take just one day,” she
says. Godra took her to another agency in Delhi run by two men, Imran and
Mithun. “When | called Walson, he said he had reached Assam and would
come back soon. The next day, | was told that Walson had sold me off for
Rs. 10,000. | was forced to work at a bungalow in Rohini. | ran away after
amonth.”

Rabia went to the agency’s office and asked to be sent home. “But Imran
called Mithun and three others and told them to take me away and do what
they liked,” she recalls. “Mithun threatened me that if | didn’t agree to work,
he would send me to a worse place. I had fever. On the pretext of taking me to
a doctor, they took me to a brothel. When | refused to be left there, they took
me to another place and sexually abused me for a week. Then they left me at
the Old Delhi Railway Station. An auto driver helped me reach an ashram
from where | was sentto Assam.”

“Everybody knows about it now. My mother has suffered a lot of humiliation.
| won't even get married now,” she says in a breaking voice. “l haven't
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In the Dark: The daughter of Dafli, a blacksmith, has been missing since 2011. Photo: Vikas Kumar

recovered completely. My abdomen hurts all the time. I'm afraid | will never
be fine again.”

In 2009, Suman Nagasiya of Silonibadi village was taken to Delhi by a local
agent, Stephen, when she was only 15. “Suman died two months ago, just a
month after she returned,” says her father Mahanand Nagasiya, 50. Women
from the neighbourhood told TEHELKA that Suman was sexually assaulted
in Delhi.

“Suman was a student in a nearby school. Stephen, who has taken several
girls to Delhi, wanted to take her there too. When | and her mother refused,
he told Suman that other girls from the school were also going with them,”
recalls Mahanand. “One day she went on a picnic with her friends and
Stephen took her to Delhi from there. Later we were told that she worked at a
bungalow in Gurgaon.”

Suman was seriously ill when she returned home this year. “Her employer
sent her back with Rs. 15,000 when she fell ill. We spent it on her treatment
but she didn’t survive,” says her father. “They had done something terrible to
her in Delhi. She couldn’t even stand on her feet.” A boy from the
neighbourhood told TEHELKA that Stephen had also taken his 11-year-old
sister, Julia Khadiya, to Delhi four years ago. She hasn’t returned home.
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Another girl from the village, Lalin Horo, was 16 in 2010 when she was taken
to Delhi. She returned after two years. “We were in dire straits as there was
little work in the tea gardens. Along with some other girls, | went with an
agent Vijay Tirki to Delhi,” she says. “He took us to Umesh Rai’s office in
Shakurpurand | was sent to Shalimar Bagh to work as a maid for Rs. 2,000 per
month.” But she wasn’t paid even after two years. “Umesh took all the
money. They were not letting me leave and didn’t even allow me to speak to
my family,” she adds. Fortunately, Lalin’s father went to Delhi looking for her
and managed to bring her back.

In 2011, Shivangi Khujoor and her sister Elema of Dulhat village, who were
16 and 17 then, were taken to Delhi by a relative, Kusma Tarki. “Kusma took
us to Sri Sai Enterprises run by Srinivas. Elema was given work at the office
while | was sent to a house in Malviya Nagar, where | worked for four
months,” says Shivangi. “My sister left after Srinivas sexually abused her. |
learnt of it later when they asked me to work for him. He made advances at
me too. | went to the police, who sent me home but didn’t arrest Srinivas.”

While Article 23 of the Constitution bans human trafficking and bonded
labour and there are strict provisions against trafficking under the Immoral
Traffic Prevention Act, 1986, itwas only in March that a clear definition of the
crime was written into the Indian Penal Code (IPC). Following the Criminal
Law (Amendment) Act, based on the Justice Verma Committee’s
recommendations, Section 370(A) of the IPC defines human trafficking as
follows: “If a person recruits, transports, harbours, transfers, or receives, a
person or persons, by using threats, force, coercion, abduction, fraud,
deception, abuse of power, or inducement for exploitation including
prostitution, slavery, organ removal, etc., he will be committing the crime of
human trafficking.”

The horror that girls like Sonali, Shanu, Rabia and Suman have faced is a
reminder that we are still a long way from ending human trafficking. A
confidential report released by the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in response to an RTlfiled in July last year backs the harrowing tales
of these girls. It confirms that a large number of 10 to 15-year-old girls
brought from the Northeast to Delhi and Mumbai are victims of trafficking.

According to the report, “Most of the girls are made to sign papers written in
English, which they don’t understand. Their pay ranges from Rs. 2,200-
4,500, but the entire amount is kept by the placement agency. These
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agencies are not legally registered and function under the Partnership Act.
These girls are not allowed to talk to their parents nor are they given
permission to visit any of their relatives in Delhi. Many of these girls also
become victims of rape and sexual violence. There is evidence that in most
cases the local police are aware of these incidents of trafficking and the plight
of these girls.”

Walter Fernandes, director of the Guwahati-based North-Eastern Social
Research Centre, sees a connection between the closing down of many tea
gardens in the Northeast between 2005 and 2010, and the rise of human
trafficking from the region. “Families of the tea garden workers who lost their
livelihood became easy prey for traffickers,” he explains. “Poverty compels
them to look for work elsewhere and they trust anybody offering them an
opportunity to earn money.”

According to the NHRC report, a growing network of agents in the region is
the main reason for the rise in trafficking. Agrees Joseph Minj, a Lakhimpur-
based lawyer who takes up cases of missing girls: “There is an agent in every
village,” he says. “The lure of easy money makes many locals take up this
illegal activity.”

Lakhimpur Superintendent of Police P. K. Bhuyan, however, denied there
were any instances of trafficking in the district. “This indifferent attitude of
the police is also responsible for turning Lakhimpur into the capital of human
trafficking,” says Kailash Satyarthi, founder of Delhi-based Bachpan Bachao
Andolan (BBA).

In February, the BBA started a nationwide awareness march against the
growing incidents of human trafficking in the Northeast. The BBA also
petitioned the Supreme Court on missing children and in a landmark
judgment in May, a Bench headed by the then Chief Justice of India Altamas
Kabir directed the police to register all cases of missing children with the
assumption that they could be victims of kidnapping or trafficking.

“The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act and the Supreme Court’s decision
make it mandatory for the police not only to register cases of missing girls but
also to probe the functioning of local agents and placement agencies under
Sections 370 and 370 (A) of IPC,” says Satyarthi.

Replyingto a question during this year’s Budget Session in Parliament, Union
Minister of State, Development of North Eastern Region, Paban Singh
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Ghatowar, agreed that an increasing number of children have gone missing
from Lakhimpur. “But the police have traced many of them,” he said. “We
have issued a notice that a complaint should be registered every time a child
goes missing.”

But Satyarthi points out that traffickers are still shielded by politicians and
the police. “Nobody wants female trafficking to stop. They all profit from it,”
he says.

Though the government and the local police don’t have data on trafficking in
Lakhimpur, TEHELKA talked to nine traffickers who revealed that as many as
40 girls go missing every month from the district. They confessed to having
taken around 187 girls to Delhi since 2005.

1. Silvester

A resident of Lakhimpur’s Tunijan village,
Silvester took as many as 45 girls to Delhi
between 2005 and 2010 as an agent for the Sai
Placement Agency run by one Srinivas in New
Delhi’s Shakurpur locality. “When | started this
work, | was being paid a commission of
Rs. 3,000 per girl,” he admits. “By 2010, the
commission had increased to Rs. 6,000. Today,
the rate is Rs. 10,000.” Silvester says there are

hundreds of placement agencies in Delhi —
more than 200 in Shakurpur itself.

Srinivas had told Silvester that they could make a lot of money if they sent the
girls to foreign countries. “I think the girls are sent mostly to Arab countries as
the demand there is high,” he says. “Srinivas got Rs. 2 lakh for every girl sent
abroad. I never did it myself, but I know that local agents get Rs. 50,000 for it.”

Silvester quit working for the trafficking network in 2010. “Srinivas didn’t pay
the girls and their families came complaining to me. Then one also had to
deal with the police,” he says. However, he admits that the number of local
agents in Lakhimpur has gone up over the years.
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2. Vijay Tirki

Vijay Tirki, 45, is one of the most active agents in Lakhimpur. Some of the girls
he sent to Delhi are still in the clutches of placement agencies while others
returned empty-handed after toiling hard for years. “I started trafficking girls
three years ago. Many local agents were making a lot of money by taking girls
to Delhi. One of them gave me Srinivas’ card and | contacted him,” he says.
“So far, | have taken a total of 13 girls toDelhi.” Three of the girls he took to
Srinivas’ agency haven’t returned yet. “Srinivas didn’t pay anything to two
girlsand | can’t contact the others. One of them was sentto Chandigarh. They
are not letting her go either,” he says. Later, he worked as an agent for another
placement agency in Shakurpur run by one Umesh Rai. “One of the girls is
still there,” he says.

3. Ajanta

Ajanta, 23, is the youngest of the traffickers who spoke to TEHELKA. “I went
to work in Delhi for the first time when I only 15 or 16,” she reveals. “A local
agent had taken me to Srinivas. He made me work for a year. | came back
with Momin, an agent, and went to Delhi again with another agent Kusma.
| worked there and made some money, so | started taking other girls along.
Now | don’t work. | don't like working. | only send the girls to one Sushant

in Govindpuri. Some three months ago, | sent three girls aged between
15and 22.”

4. Samuel Tarki

Samuel Tarki admits to having sent around 35
girls to placement agencies in Delhi between
2003 and 2012. He started trafficking girls after
. getting in touch with Srinivas’ placement
agency in Delhi. According to him, there are
agents in every village and at least 60 girls are
trafficked every month from the district. He told
TEHELKA that the number of agents has gone up
since the closing down of tea gardens in the

region in 2003. “Fear of the police, though, has
made their operations more secretive,” he says.
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5-6. Kusma Tarki and Jewel Khujoor

The NHRC report mentioned in the story discloses that between August 24,
2008 and April 19, 2010, Kusma Tarki trafficked 53 children to Delhi by
promising them jobs. A resident of Dulhat Bagan, she admits that she and her
brother Jewel Khujoor did take these children to Delhi. “I used to work for
Srinivas but left when my son fell ill. Srinivas paid me only Rs. 5,000 for a
year’s work, buttold me that if | brought others from my village, he would pay
me a commission,” she says. Kusma reveals that besides local agents, girls
already working with placement agencies are also asked to bring other
children from their village in lieu of a commission. “There are so many of
them who haven’t returned home. Srinivas used to talk to Jewel about
sending girls out of the country. I'm sure they do that. Perhaps that’s what
they did with my neighbour Sonali Barla who hasn’t returned home,”
says Kusma.

'if 7. Stephen
Three years ago, Stephen used to send boys to

Sister Jocelyn and Mahendra Nayak of Munirka
in Delhi to be hired as security guards. “Then |
started sending girls to Babita Enterprises in
Shakurpur run by one Pravin,” he confesses. “So
far, 1 have taken about 22 girls to Delhi.”
(Stephen was later arrested from Sonepat,
Haryana in a case of trafficking.)

8-9. Vishwajit and Anita

In 2010, Vishwajit had brought a 17-year-old
Suhani Lohar from Dulhat Bagan to Umesh
Rai’s agency in Delhi. Later, Suhani was among
six girls who were rescued during a police raid
at Rai’s office. Suhani told the police that Rai
had sexually abused her. Vishwajit has spent
three months behind bars. Anita admitted to
having sent 10 girls from her village to Srinivas’
and Mahesh Gupta’s agencies in Delhi.
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'The asking rate for a girl is Rs. 40,000’

Pretending to be members of a middle-class family looking for a domestic
help, TEHELKA spoke to several placement agencies in Delhi. A hidden
camera recorded a conversation with Rakesh Kumar, who runs Uttara
Placement Agency in Shakurpur. (Edited excerpts)

Rajesh Kumar, placement agent, Delhi.
Photo: Hidden camera grab

Please suggest a place where there is no hassle in getting a girl and the
matter is fixed at once.

Yes, absolutely, you will get a good response from Panna Lal. He returns the
amount if the girl doesn’t suit you. In Shakurpur, there are many who send the
girl, take money and then help her flee. With Panna Lal, it’s not like that.

Ok. What is Panna Lal’s address?

There is a Shamshan Ghat to the left of Britannia Chowk. Take the turn next to
it. [t's right there in front of Barat Ghar. He always has girls.

Where does he get the girls from? Jharkhand?
He has girls from Jharkhand, Assam and Odisha. He buys girls from more
than halfthe agencies.

How much is he going to charge? What about the girl’s pay? She will have to
do everything.

His rate is a little high. He takes around Rs. 35-40,000. If the girl is 'semi-
trained’, itwould be Rs. 5,000 for her.

Is his rate the highest around here?
Yes. He’s the kingpin here. More than halfthe agencies sell girls to him.
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Earlier, we had brought a girl from Chirag Delhi. We paid Rs. 30,000 for her.
But she ran away within three months...

We are not like those who provide the girl, take the money and then help the
girl flee...Shakurpur is full of such cheats. Subodh, Montu Misra, Aalam,
Anil, Umesh Rai and Pravin are all like that.

The Chirag Delhi guy told us about Umesh Rai and Pravin. Can we get girls
from them?
They are crooks. All of them in Shakurpur are crooks.

Where is their agency?

Umesh’s office was at M-680, right above my office. But he closed it down
and went to some other place in the city. But Pravin still lives there. Let me tell
you, if you come after the 20th of this month, you can take the girl from me.
[ will have girls after the 20th.

You are from Mathura, UP, isn’tit? How did you get into this business?

| used to work as a scrap dealer in Himachal Pradesh. My uncle knew Panna
Lal. Panna Lal often said that he wanted to open an office there. He asked me
to work with him. So I joined.

So, he sends girls to Himachal as well?

They are sent everywhere; mostly Himachal and Srinagar. Shambhu is the
one who sends them abroad. He prepares agreements of two years. Panna
Lal operates within the country.

Tell me of someone who could send a girl abroad. My sister needs someone
to take care of her kid.

The one | mentioned is good. Choose a girl and he will take care of all else.
He has contacts. Otherwise you can wait. Before the 20th, you won't find a
girlanywhere else.

Why?
There is police from Jharkhand, Bihar and Assam here. Around 5,000 girls
the agents brought have gone missing. They haven’t returned home yet.

Where do they go?
Arre, it's nothing. The agents bring them and the agencies place them
somewhere. Then we lose track of them. No one knows where they go.
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The Yin, Wounded
December5, 2011

The feature focuses on the extremely sensitive but hardly spoken about issue

of female circumcision prevalent among the Bohra Muslim community. The

story has been backed by interviews with social activists, doctors as well as

Bohra Muslim women who have found the courage to speak out.
A Cutting Tradition

Female circumcision, now widely referred to as female genital mutilation
(FGM)

Dawoodi Bohra Muslims are Ismaili Shias and trace their origins to the
region in and around Egypt, from where they might have adopted the
practice besides other local customs. Now intrinsic to their identity

Most of the community lives in Maharashtra, Gujarat and Rajasthan.
Population: 10 lakh. Are prosperous traders and well educated

Most Bohras are under the control of the clergy, headed by the Syedna.
Those who question the clergy’s authority find themselves
excommunicated

Bohra girls undergo genital mutilation when they are seven years old. It is
a clandestine ritual unlike male circumcision that is publicly celebrated.
No other Muslim sect in India observes this ritual

The hood of the clitoris is cut off. This is followed by application of an
antiseptic and an indigenous medicine called abeer that cools

The crude mutilation of the clitoris exposes the nerve endings and is
meant to discourage masturbation and limit possibility of sexual pleasure
from clitoral stimulation

The procedure is called khatna, it is carried out by select elderly women of
the community and often without medical supervision, using just a razor

Debarshi Dasgupta, Outlook

Debarshi Dasgupta is a correspondent with Outlook since 2007,
and writes primarily on developmental issues. He won the award for
the Best Issue Based Feature at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.
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* Little details are available of the extent of this practice, given the secrecy.
There are claims, though, that some choose to go to hospitals to get
itdone

* Justified in the name of community traditions and religious sanction.
Critics, however, say there is no mention of it in the Quran

Online forums like Rage of Bohri Women are encouraging women of the
community to speak up.

It has been 53 years since she was subjected to the agony. But as Zenab Bano,
a retired political science professor in Udaipur, recounts the horror of that
day, the wound is laid bare all over again — still raw, still unhealed. Barely
seven years old then, she was told to go with her friend and her grandmother
to a function for children at the end of which she would get a gift. “Before |
realised what was happening, there was this woman pulling down my
undergarment,” she says. “I had no idea what she was doing. Ithurta lotand |
cried.” What Bano describes is the female circumcision ritual called khatna
that most Bohra Muslim girls in India had to go through then. And which is
still a rite of passage for many even today. What happened to Bano was never
openly talked about within her household. “Whenever | asked my mother
about it, she would say it's nothing and that it'’s done to all,” she says. The
efforts of a 42-year-old Bohra woman from Mumbai, however, may finally
bring the taboo subject to light, despite the cold indifference of orthodox
members. Tasleem (who doesn’t want to reveal her surname), the mother of a
19-year-old girl, launched an online petition this October to try and get
Bohra high priest Mohammed Burhanuddin to put an end to this archaic
ritual. She sent her campaign material, including a large cardboard blade
embossed with a photograph of a wailing girl being circumcised, to
Burhanuddin’s office, but got no response. This campaign has now been
picked up by Indian Muslim Observer, a website dedicated to Muslim affairs,
for broader dissemination amongst other Muslims. According to Tasleem,
khatna is still widely practised. “It still happens among rich, poor, the middle
class,” she says. “I'd say 90 per cent still practise it.” Bohra reformist and
scholar Asghar Ali Engineer too acknowledges that female circumcision is
still very much prevalent. “But it would be difficult to ascertain the scale as it
is a very hush-hush affair. In big cities like Bombay, itis done is hospitals right
after birth and in smaller towns it is done around the age of six.”
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Khatna is a tradition the Bohras trace back to their origins in Africa, one they
continue with because they see this as an attempt to stay true to their faith.
However, most Bohra women and men even today would rather keep this
practice a secret rather than question a custom that is now universally seen as
agross violation of awoman’s body.

“There has to be zero tolerance for something downright degrading like this,”
says Tasleem. “One can argue that there are certain health benefits to male
circumcision, but for women there is nothing but pain. In fact, it's pure
gender bias because it’s meant to suppress a girl’s sexual desire (see info box).
You don’t really castrate a man, do you? He can go on raping, that’s fine, buta
woman must be under control.”

Tasleem herself was lucky to have had parents who spared her the pain and
indignity, something her daughter can also thank Tasleem for. Very few
Bohras have signed up so far for Tasleem’s campaign; most who have are
non-Bohra Muslims and Hindus. It is an uphill task, for it's not just
conservative women who force circumcision on their daughters but, in at
least one instance according to Tasleem, even a liberal woman based in
Dubai, who even as she sends her daughter to an international school chose
to bring her to Mumbai to be circumcised.

When contacted by Outlook, Quresh Ragib, who handles public relations at
the high priest’s office, flatly refused to discuss Tasleem’s petition. “I am not
interested in discussing this non-issue. The real reason behind this petition is
propaganda. They are just using you like tissue paper,” he said.

But even as some within the community may find the ritual abhorrent, they
continue to perpetuate khatna because it guarantees support from the Bohra
clergy and members. As one Bohra father put it to Outlook, many parents
who choose not to circumcise their girls fear being excommunicated from a
community that is closely knit under the influence of its clergy, which
supports the practice but doesn’t enforce it directly. Not following
traditions, like female circumcision, can also preclude important milestones
in the life of a Bohra girl, like misaaq (initiation ceremony into adulthood)
and exclusion even after death by not being allowed burial at a communal
graveyard. “Who wants to take up a fight with the community?” he asks.
“We just lie each time somebody asks us if we have got our two
daughters circumcised.”
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There seems to be no religious sanction for khatna. “It has nothing to do with
Islam,” says Asghar Ali Engineer, “as the Quran doesn’t mention it. There
may be some controversy about its mention in the Hadith but the fact is that it
is an attempt to suppress sexuality so that women do not go astray.” One
invalidated theory supports the idea that the Bohras, who are essentially a
trading community and would travel often on long voyages, adopted this
practice to prevent their women from having extra-marital affairs in their
absence. Another prominent Bohra Muslim and a noted social activist, J.S.
Bandukwala, tells Outlook that the practice stopped in his family with his
mother. “The family felt it was not needed at all. It's not mentioned in the
Quran and even leads to unhealthy consequences.”

Indeed, more than just an abuse of women'’s rights, khatna can also cause
medical complications if executed in unhygienic conditions or by an
untrained pair of hands wielding the blade. Bano, who is researching abuse
of women in south Rajasthan for a project sanctioned by the University
Grants Commission, is documenting actual instances where female
circumcision did go horribly wrong. This includes a case where a Bohra girl
had to be hospitalised in Udaipur a few years back because she had bled
excessively after suffering a cut deeper than what was intended. It reminded
Bano of the time her childhood friend went through the same trauma.

Because it still tends to get done secretly, even Bano has little idea if
conditions have improved at all. “One does not really know if the dais use the
same kind of razor blade as in my time, if the blade is new or is it sterilised,”
she says. In a paper titled 'All for Izzat' that she wrote in 1991, Rehana
Ghadially, a retired professor from IIT-Bombay and who suffered the
indignity herself, profiled a 75-year-old woman who used a “rusted barber’s
razor duly blessed by the clergy” and a small stone to sharpen her razor. But
even if it is medically supervised and hygienic these days, it doesn’t make the
rationale for female circumcision any more acceptable.

The practice finds mention in a 2009 cable on the Bohra community from the
US consulate in Mumbai. Detailing an interaction between six Bohra women
and consulate representatives, the women reportedly “affirmed that female
circumcision was practised in their community, ordained and supported by
the Syedna’s decrees”. Terming the practice “medieval”, the cable (among
those made public by Wikileaks) adds that they “acknowledged that for
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males, the circumcision is for health reasons and that for women the
procedure is to curb sexual desire and prevent wives from straying from their
husbands”. Neelam Gorhe, a women’s rights advocate and member of the
Maharashtra legislative council, is cited in the cable as someone who has
come across such cases.

When contacted, Gorhe, also a gynaecologist, did affirm she knew women
from “certain western states and a certain section of the society whose
clitorises — and not just their tips — had been completely removed.”
According to her, the first step in trying to deal with this practice is to
acknowledge that it actually happens. “Rather than ban this with force, this
has to go along with social transformation and be carried out in a manner
that’s participatory and democratic,” she says. Tasleem’s petition, whether
successful or not at this stage, may just provide the chance to begin a
conversation on the subject.

The award winners at the National LMA, 2011-12.
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Boys Don’tCry

September 16,2012

Even as awareness about child sex abuse grows, male child abuse is still seen
as non-existent. It defies the patriarchal logic of Indian society.

An 18-year-old boy, having been a victim of repeated abuse since childhood
by his own mother, stands at the crossroads of life. Aman* is unable to
articulate his sexuality or his sexual feelings. His mother is the only family he
has had during most of his growing years, having lost his father and brother
when young. A mother who bathed him, and some more, for as long as he
can remember. Today, Aman is sexually drawn to his mother.

Aman’s case may be unconventional and exceptional, given that reported
cases of women as abusers is a minority, and mothers even lesser, but the
abuse he has undergone isn’t new. In the patriarchal setup we live in, male
child sex abuse remains hidden and disbelieved. The reality is stark.

An extensive research survey spanning 13 states in India by The Ministry of
Women and Child Development, Prayas and UNICEF, reported that of the
12,447 children who were part of the study, 53% reported sexual abuse —
52% boys and 47% girls. Dr. Shekhar Sheshadri, renowned child
psychologist at NIMHANS, Bangalore, established the high incidence of
male child sex abuse over a decade ago in afirst of its kind CSA study. He says
thatthe situation hasn’t changed much today.

The Need to be aMan at All Times

Given how prevalent male child sex abuse is, one wonders why it’s hushed
up. “The short and long term effects on both boys and girls is equally harmful,
but gender bias and patriarchal nature of social structures gives huge
importance to female CSA while ignoring male CSA,” offers Dr. Shaibya
Saldanha, sex educator, who started Enfold Proactive Health Trust to work on
CSA, HIV and other related issues.

Deepa Ranganathan, www.thealternative.in

Deepa Ranganathan writes for www.the alternative.in. She won the
award for the Best Feature (Web) at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Southern Region.
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A male victim of child sex abuse is burdened, not only by the abuse and
everything that it brings, but also by being a 'victim’ - a position traditionally
reserved for women. Anuja Gupta, founder and executive director of the
RAHI (Recovering and Healing from Incest) Foundation, New Delhi,
explains it further. “Traditionally, in a society like ours, men are not supposed
to be victims; men are supposed to be aggressors. When men are victimized,
they get confused about their masculinity and that causes a lot of problems
when they grow as adults in terms of self esteem and self-confidence.”

RAHI Foundation has been working with adult survivors of child sex abuse
for the past fifteen years. Gupta explains that adult male survivors begin
questioning both their masculinity and sexual orientation.

While abusers mostly turn out to be family or friends, the other
misconception is thatthe abusers are always male.

Harish lyer, a gay rights activist and survivor of CSA himself, points out that
there have also been cases involving female abusers. “Forget about
discriminating against boys when it comes to such offenses, there is also
denial of the fact that even a woman could abuse a child. Aman* is a case in
point. Butyou’ll never hear such stories,” he says.

Vidya, programme co-ordinator at Equations, a research organization in
Bangalore that has done extensive study on CSA and child pornography, says
that gathering data for such studies is not easy, especially when it involves
male children. “The child does not know whom to tell or not because society
will never believe him. He undergoes the same trauma and emotion that a
girl child undergoes,” she says. Sometimes, a male victim is threatened into
silence by the abuser. “If it’s a male victim, the abuser might threaten to abuse
the sister(s) too. There is additional pressure of protecting the rest of the
family. So the child never comes out to talk about what he went through,”
she explains.

The Power to Take Advantage

An abuser may commit CSA for various reasons. However, these causes, as
commonly understood and perceived, are also burdened with assumptions.
One of them is sexual experimentation, commonly seen as one of the causes,
but has nothing to do with sexual abuse. Abuse, by its very definition, is
non-consensual.
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lyer says sexual frustration could also be a possible cause. “It’s not about the
sex; it's more about power. They know they can disempower and exploit
another being.”

Sometimes, abusers are victims themselves. “Most child abusers have
suffered deep emotional neglect and trauma in their childhood, usually by
abusive adult caretakers. They are very often heterosexual married men with
children of their own,” says Dr. Saldanha.

Another possibility is that abusers could prefer male children over female as
the former do not get pregnant in the process. “There have been cases of
foreign tourists wanting to have sex with boys only because of that one
reason”, says Vidya, quoting from research studies conducted by Equations.

A System llI-Equipped to Help Survivors

India does not have a single comprehensive law that addresses CSA at
present. B. T. Venkatesh, a Bangalore based child rights lawyer and advocate
dismisses the current provisions for CSA redressal under the IPC as archaic.
“The penal law that we have goes back to 1860. We adopted all the colonial
laws post-independence, except a few, and the status continues to remain
the same even today,” he says.

And then again, the affected person might not even want to take the legal
route. Gupta notes, “More often than not, the abusers are people the victim
has known, loved, or related to. In such a case, survivors of sexual abuse may
not necessarily want legal action against them.”

Dr. Saldanha believes that India lacks adequate trained personnel to deal
with a sensitive issue like CSA. “Not just counselors, there is a general lack of
child protection services too. Most teachers, administrators, doctors and
paramedical staff are completely at sea when it comes to prevention of abuse
and rehabilitation of children who have suffered sexual abuse,” she says.

RAHI has consulted on the new comprehensive bill dealing with CSA
which has been tabled at the Rajya Sabha. “The fact that work is happening
in drafting a new law across the country is welcome. Sooner or later, we
hope there is a law on CSA. The process has begun and it’s quite hopeful,”
Guptasays.

lyer believes that a new law on CSA which speaks more descriptively about
male child sex abuse and sexuality education is the need of the hour. “As a
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matter of fact, there is no said age you can assign to sex education. Right from
the time when the child starts pointing at his/her private parts, instead of
calling them fictitious or funny names, one ought to call a penis a penis and a
vagina avagina. That's where sex education starts,” he says firmly.

Both teachers and parents are equally responsible and competent enough to
teach the child, says Gupta, emphasizing that they have to work together.

lyer sums it up accurately with, “Sexuality education has to start; law
restructuring has to begin; victim’s documentation has to be improved. All of
this has to happen together. There is no structured process. There has to be a
rounded approach and what s required is action.”

* Some names have been changed to protect identities.

Performance at the Eastern Region event, 2011-12 in Kolkata.
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Walking the Line

May 8, 2011

They are women at a disadvantage, abandoned and abused, often used as
pawns by racketeers. This is a report on the thriving sex trade near the
Indo-Bangladesh border.

“WAMINA Bibi is from Sirajganj in Bangladesh. Manasi Mistry is from Katwa
in West Bengal’s Burdwan district. Both, however, share a common destiny.
They are engaged in sex work to sustain themselves and their children.
Amina works in the Kalabagan red light area near Dhulian town in
Murshsidabad district, where extensive erosion by the Padma river has
displaced thousands of people. Manasi works on the highway near Farakka,
not far away from the barrage of the same name on National Highway 34.

Amina and Manasi have something else in common, though they
don’t know each other. For want of a better term, it could be called the
“border” connection.

Amina says, “l got involved in smuggling rice across the border when my
husband abandoned me with two children. | was constantly harassed by
border security forces on both sides; especially by those in the Border
Security Force who man the outposts of the fence. | also ran into debt and did
not have money to bribe and so had to give in to them.”
In the local parlance, this is regarded as “payment” for a favour extended
when money runs short and survival becomes a focal point for women
like Amina.

One day Amina decided to come over to Dhulian along with another woman
by paying Rs. 3,000 to a “lineman” who smuggles in persons illegally to
India. Subsequently, she ended up in Kalabagan. Of her two children, a
28-year-old son is still in Bangladesh but her 13-year-old daughter is in a
shelter home in Berhampore, district headquarters of Murshidabad.

Ranjita Biswas, The Statesman

Ranjita Biswas was earlier with The Statesman, Kolkata. Now she
is Editor with Trans World Features, the only syndicated feature
service in eastern India. She won the award for the Best News
Feature at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,
Eastern Region.
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The 42-year-old Manasi was abandoned by her husband, too, and at first
worked in a major red light “para” at Kalna in Burdwan district. “But when
we getolder, getting customers is difficult as young girls turn up every day. So
we have to move to the highway,” she says.

One can see ramshackle sheds lining the highway at the Farakka stopover
which the “maliks” rent out to the women and also take a cut on their
earnings. Manasi’s clients are mostly people from the “camp” — those
keeping vigil on the border, truck drivers, etc. She does not work during the
day, though many do — namely the “flying” Female Sex Workers who
commute from nearby areas and return home. She confides that she now
earns Rs. 8,000-10,000 a month. She wants to send her daughters, 12 and
eight years old respectively, to a hostel if her “babu” agrees. Like many of the
FSWs, she a “babu” —a live-in partner who is regarded as a proxy husband in
the red light areas of West Bengal.

Manasi’s “babu” is 26-year-old Samsul Sheikh from Bangladesh. Without
batting an eyelid, he says, “I used to be a cattle smuggler from the age of 21,
taking herds of cows to Dhaka, and used to make Rs. 1,000-5,000 per cow.
We had contact with people on both sides. | was robbed and also was not
given the money | was supposed to get. | left the job two years ago.” He does
not “do” anything now and lives off Manasi’s earning and “looks after the
house”. He claims to love her daughters. Though a Bangladesh citizen, he
boasts, “Soon I'll get my voter ID card, | know the right people. I've lived here
formany years, after all.”

According to Bela, a madam, who has six to seven girls under her working at
Kalabagan, of around 300 FSWs in the area, eight to nine are from
Bangladesh, all having illegally entered the country. The Indo-Bangladeshi
border fence, which was initiated by the Indian government in 1986 to curb
smuggling and illegal migration through the porous border, does not seem to
be foolproof enough even today though most of West Bengal’s border stretch
of 2,216 km. has been fenced. Many areas fall under waterways, making it
more difficult to fence it off. The matter gets more complicated as the border
demarcation, and fencing, has been such that some Indian farmers have land
beyond the fence, practically making it an Indian enclave within
Bangladesh, and vice-versa.
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Human trafficking, particularly of young girls and women for prostitution,
with promises of a “better life” across the border is a well-documented fact.
Organisations like Delhi Childline or Mumbai’s Justice and Care, a human
rights support agency that helps rescue victims of trafficking from brothels,
report that many of the girls are from Bangladesh who enter India through the
border with the help of a network of contact persons and procurers.

Arecent research on cross border issues by ethnographer Swagato Sarkar for
Sanjog, an NGO primarily focusing on issues of violence against children,
and which also collaborates with NGOs in the border areas, found that
“smuggling and sex are intertwined” in the border area. Many of the
trafficked girls are underage, below 18 years.

According to the Suprava Panchashila Mahila Uddyog Samity, a
Berhampore NGO that works for child rights and also runs programmes to
combat trafficking and sexual exploitation, there are 1,438 FSWs in the
border area in Murshidabad, but only per registration with them. It says there
might be many more.

*Some names have been changed to protect identities.
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Manufactured Shame

July 28,2012, Issue 30 Volume 9

The telecast of a young girl’s molestation in the heart of Guwahati by a local
news channel has jolted the nation’s consciousness. People all over the
country were shocked because the girl was sexually assaulted in public by a
mob of 30 men while bystanders watched. Also shocking was the filming and
telecast of this act.

What was initially touted by a news channel as an exposé on the depravity
and moral turpitude in society is now emerging as an event which was
manipulated by the channel to “create” news. On 9 July, the whole country
was outraged by a video clip aired by News Live, a leading news channel of
Assam, which showed a young girl being groped, clawed, beaten and
molested in full public glare outside a pub on the busy G. S. Road of
Guwahati, the Northeast’s biggest city.

People were shocked, the people of Assam more than anybody else. Public
morality had hit an all-time low. How could this happen on a busy street of a
state capital? How could bystanders watch as a mob of not less than 30 men
humiliated a young girl? Where was the police in all this? There was a storm
of outrage as social media sites went into overdrive. Questions were raised
and debated, calling for a strong protest against this heinous act.

Amidst all this clamour, another question gnawing at the sides was the role
played by the news channel, News Live, which filmed the whole episode.
RTI activist and leader of the Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) Akhil
Gogoi claimed to have laid his hands on video clippings that demonstrated
that the News Live reporter who filmed the whole incident had instigated the
mob. TEHELKA has reviewed these clips and the truth is horrifying.

Akhil alleged that Gaurav Jyoti Neog, the News Live reporter who had called
in his camera unit to film the incident, had orchestrated the molestation to

Ratnadip Choudhury, Tehelka

Ratnadip Choudhury is a Principal Correspondent with Tehelka. He
was awarded for Best Investigative Feature — Magazine at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Eastern Region.
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“manufacture” a “sensational news piece” to boost the channel’s TRP. “News
Live is promoted by Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma, his wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sharma is its chief managing director (CMD),” says Akhil. “The
channel has been involved in false and fabricated news from the start, but
this one has been the most unethical. News Live reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog
has instigated the molestation and | have video footage to prove that.” The
raw footage has since been handed over to state DGP Jayanto Narayan
Choudhury. Sources say that in its preliminary report to the Union home
ministry, the police has hinted at the reporter’s involvement in instigating the
molesters. Gaurav has been working for News Live since 2009.

Interestingly, the News Live office is located at Christian Basti, not far from
Club Mint Bar where the incident occurred. The channel has admitted that
Akhil got the footage from somebody in their office. TEHELKA has found that
there were people in the office who were against this kind of unethical
journalism, and these were the people who handed over the footage to Akhil
to blow the lid off the whole episode. The channel’s Managing Editor Syed
Zarir Hussain has admitted that it was a News Live reporter who shot all the
raw footage. There are two shots of footages. One shot by an open camera
used by channels to cover news, and the other footage, which actually
indicts the news reporter was shot by the reporter himself on his own mobile
camera. The digital camera visuals were shot by News Live reporter Dibya

Public outcry Youngsters protesting the horrific molestation that shook up the city
Photo: Ujjal Deb
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Bordoloi and his cameraperson Jugal, reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog shot the
other clips with his cell phone.

In a reconstruction of the hitherto unaired footage, we have tried to recount
what happened outside the Club Mint Bar on the evening of July 9.

According to News Live, reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog was on his way home
from work when he heard the ruckus outside Club Mint (the bar is about 200
metres from the channel’s office) and started shooting with his cell phone.
Sensing something sensational afoot, he asked his office for a camera unit to
be sent to the spot. Though the channel claims that Gaurav had asked the
news desk to inform the police, nothing in the raw footage or otherwise that
establishes this claim. The Assam Police has maintained that they received
no calls from News Live or any other media organisation informing them
about the molestation. The first calls it got, the police claims, came from Club
Mintand later from the Hotel Gateway Grandeur, situated close to the pub.

The footage starts at the point after two girls have been thrown out of the pub
following a scuffle over alost ATM card as the victim recollects later. The girls
are waiting on the road for an autorickshaw, when ambient noises are heard
in the background. The conversation is not very clear. Later, one can see that
a group of boys, who were standing outside the bar at a wine shop, had been
recording the girls’ movements with their cell phones and had passed some
comment. One girl in a white T-shirtand a pair of shorts slaps one of the boys.
The footage then shows the girl engaged in a physical struggle with the boys.
The other — the victim — is wearing a black top and shorts. A male voice is
heard: “Send a camera immediately near the income tax office.” Akhil claims
this is the voice of the News Live reporter Gaurav, a fact admitted by the
channel, which has aired the same visual with the same voice claiming it to
be Gaurav’s.

'Please come quickly, she has been caught...(to the mob) the camera is
here. Hold her. Hold her,’ the voice in the footage is heard saying

Further, the raw footage shows the other girl being chased by a group of boys.
Someone shouts: “Catch her, make her naked, make her naked, catch her.”
This voice is strikingly similar to the voice the channel admits belongs to
Gaurav. (The authenticity could only be proved by a forensic examination,
but ex facie it does appear to be Gaurav’s). This can be deduced from the
circumstances around the clippings. In a situation where there is a lot of
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noise in the background, it is likely that the most audible voice will be of the
person holding the phone. Also, most of the people voice matches the earlier
male voice that News Live had itself identified as belonging to Gaurav.

What follows there after are horrific scenes of the girl being pulled from all
sides, thrashed and fondled. Someone pulls her top to expose her bra,
another man gropes her private parts when she is pinned down. She cries and
shouts for help, and tries her best to free herself. A voice is heard saying:
“Make her naked, let people see her... she is a prostitute and she dares to do
this.” The molestation gets even more violent, more brutal. The frame, albeit
shaky, is clear enough to see the girl struggling all the while screaming “help,
help!” This blood-curdling scene plays out again and again. Bystanders can
be seen watching, some from a distance, some to get a ringside view. No one
comes forward to help the traumatised girl.

As the recording continues, the same male voice is heard again, this time
distinctly: “Please come quickly, she has been caught...(to the mob) the
camera is here, hold her, hold her.” Circumstances suggest that this could
again be Gaurav’s voice, because he has called his colleague at the News
Live office, Dibya Bordoloi to come to the spot with a camera team.

Night duty reporter Dibya Bordoloi arrives with the cameraperson. The
camera rolls, this time with the lights on. The face of the main accused
Amarjyoti Kalita becomes distinct here. Kalita in a red T-shirt and a cap, takes
charge of what has by now become a circus. The footage shows how the girl
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Hunter-to-hunted: Rup Kanta Kalita (27), Deba Das (22), Nabajyoti Barua (22), Jitu Moni Deka (30) and
Dipak Deb (50), five of the alleged accused being produced before the CJM Court on July 17.
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breaks away twice from the molesters, only to be brought back each time.
Pulled by her hair, her jacket ripped apart, her undergarments visible, the
mob was enacting a “live act” in its most horrific form. Amarjyoti was pulling
the girl by her undergarments, another assaulter was pulling her by her hair.
This part of the raw footage caught on News Live cameras holds the key for
the police investigation. This is the part that Akhil has not released to the
media and News Live has not aired.

Many questions arise out of this. Did any of the molesters personally know
the reporter? Police sources confirmed that almost all the molesters whose
faces have been identified did not have prior criminal records. A well-placed
source in the Assam Police has confirmed that Gaurav knew prime accused
Amarjyoti pretty well; a few others in the mob knew each other since they
worked in the same area. So the question automatically veers towards the
intent of “manufacturing” news. Or does it go deeper than that? Only a
forensic test of the raw footage will throw up conclusive answers. Managing
Editor Hussain defends his reporter. “It is because News Live had aired the
visuals that the molesters are behind bars,” he says. “If we had given the
footage to the cops directly, it would have been put in cold storage as has
happened frequently in the past.”

Even after Mukul Kalita and some other people restore order and call the
cops, Amarjyoti Kalita is still seen trying to grab the girl from behind

In the open camera footage, the perpetrators were clearly enjoying being
filmed. Some were even smiling at the camera. Gaurav is also seen wearing a
black T-shirt and a pair of jeans. “Initially, Gaurav tried to protest, but things
went out of control so our reporters kept rolling,” defends Hussain. TEHELKA
found no video frames or audio streams in the raw footage, to remotely
suggest that Gaurav tried to dissuade the mob at any time. Though the
footage does show that, the other reporter Dibya shouts at the molesters and
even tries to rescue the girl. Despite numerous attempts to contact Gaurav,
the reporter was not available for any comment.

The footage then shows the girl running towards traffic on the busy G. S.
Road asking car drivers for help. The mob follows her shouting that she is a
prostitute. Incredibly, this seems reason enough for people notto intervene in
what they could have seen as an act of moral policing. A man on a
motorcycle tries to stop the crowd, but in vain. It is only when vernacular
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daily Ajir Axom’s senior journalist Mukul Kalita, who happened to be passing
by, interferes, that some other people also come to the rescue of the girl.
Dibya also tries to bring some order. No such effort is made by Gaurav.

After some order has been restored, Gaurav is heard shouting at Dibya for not
carrying the channel mic ID (channel logo attached to the mike) and
snatches the gun mic before asking the victim: “Please tell me what
happened.” What the girl says is perhaps the most telling statement in the
footage. “I was returning home after attending a birthday party, you have
done it... you people have done it,” she says. This is a shocking revelation.
Akhil claims that the victim was talking about Gaurav and the molesters.
News Live claims nothing is conclusive; traumatised as she was, the girl
might have meant all the people or some people around her, or may be
venting at the constant rolling of the camera.

TEHELKA has in its possession a copy of the victim’s statement at the Chief
Judicial Magistrate’s court. Written in Assamese, one section of the statement
reads thus: “...they started to tear off my clothes; a media team was shooting
the scene instead of helping me. The mob tore my clothes and started groping
my private parts. | somehow saved my face from being exposed by the
camera. | was shellshocked. A gentleman saved me, the police arrived and
dropped me home.”

The footage reveals people led by Mukul Kalita trying to convince cops to
reach the spot fast and also trying to ensure the girl’s safety. Even then,
Amarjyoti Kalita is seen smiling and grabbing the victim from behind.

Above the din, Dibya is heard telling Gaurav: “This girl’s career, future is
ruined.” After a brief pause, a voice, probably Gaurav’s, is heard: “Ruined
meaning?” Leaning towards Gaurav, Dibya’s face is visible for a second. “I
have done all this!” someone says. Though TEHELKA cannot independently
verify this, a comparison with other audio streams in the clip gives the
impression that the voice making this boast belongs to Gaurav. The footage
ends with the girl being taken away by the police. The molestation even then

and the mob groped the girl even while she was seated in the police van.

The cops have already taken voice samples of Gaurav and confiscated the
News Live camera, tapes and computers where the video footage was
processed. The memory card of the cell phones that he was using has also
been sent for forensic tests. After Akhil handed over the raw footage to the
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cops, Gaurav resigned from News Live. In his defence he said he had quit to
ensure “a free and fair investigation”. On July 18, he applied for an
anticipatory bail at the Gauhati High Court, though he still has not been
named an accused or detained by the police.

Launched in January 2008, News Live gained reputation for its smart
presentation, vast coverage and a knack for breaking news before anyone
else. The past few months had seen the channel dedicating huge chunks of
airtime to what many describe as “on-air moral policing”. From stories of
young girls getting drunk and unruly scenes inside bars and on the streets to
hosting regular panel discussions on what women should wear, the channel
was almoston a moral crusade.

In 2011, News Live Editor-in-chief Atanu Bhuyan made it to the headlines of
national dailies after he made unsavoury comments about Aahom girls from
upper Assam. The Tai-Aahom Students” Union had even locked down News
Live bureau offices in upper Assam towns.

Interestingly, Akhil’s claims of “manufactured” news got approval from an
unexpected quarter. In a press conference, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi came
down heavily on the news channel. “I cannot approve the fact that the TV
crew wenton rolling their tapes for almost 45 minutes without making efforts
to save the girl,” said a stern-looking Gogoi. The chief minister has asked the

Angry wave: Social activist Akhll Gogo: leading a demonstratlon in front of the News Live office on July 15.
Photo: Ujjal Deb
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CID to investigate the role of the channel in the molestation. A team of police
officers led by DGP Choudhury has been entrusted with the task of nabbing
the culprits. The chief minister has said that a crackdown will happen
without infringing on the freedom of the press.

Ofthe 14 molesters who have been identified, the cops have already arrested
12. At the time of going to press, two, including prime accused Amarjyoti
Kalita —a casual employee of the state government’s information technology
agency AMTRON —were still absconding.

Editor Atanu Bhuyan quit his office, not owning moral responsibility, but
citing apprehensions that the chief minister would “pressurise” the
management to sack him. For his part, the CM got the Chairperson of the
National Commission for Women (NCW) Mamta Sharma to visit Guwahati
and meet the victim, after an earlier NCW fact-finding team led by Alka
Lamba left Guwahati without meeting him. Lamba was later removed for
naming the victim during a press conference. Shockingly, even the CM'’S
office repeated the same callousness. After Tarun Gogoi had met the victim,
the CM’s office released pictures of the girl with Gogoi. Not only this, they
even revealed her identity. Though Gogoi later apologised for the slip-up,
asking the media notto publish the pictures, he continued naming her.

The brutality was not confined to the street. NCW member Alka Lamba, and
even the CM’s office, named the victim without a care for her reputation
The incident has scarred Assam. The state that prides itself on its treatment of
women has now been reduced to a group of bystanders. “The rest of the
country protested violently, people started calling Guwahati a city of
bystanders,” says Guwahati-based author Ayushman Dutta. “People
watched with voyeuristic pleasure the horrific scenes of a girl being ravaged
on the streets. Some even took photos and made the odd MMS, but no one
stopped their car to help her, they did not even bother to lower their car
windows.” The incident has also sparked a debate on the mad race of news
channels for TRPs.

Interestingly, the All Assam Students Union (AASU) and the Assam
Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP), both of which have never missed
a chance to issue diktats on New Year’s or Valentine’s Day, have maintained
astony silence on this.

90



But, it is with the police that the buck finally stops. The government has put
the wheels in motion. The SSP, Guwahati city, Apurba Jibon Baruah has been
transferred. “We are looking at all aspects of the evidence. If the reporter and
the channel are found guilty, we will act,” says DGP Choudhury.

Tarun Gogoi has declared that he will create the position of a City Police
Commissioner. But many of the recommendations of the expert committee
constituted after the 2008 serial blasts in Guwahati has been kept in cold
storage. “Almost all our recommendations have not been implemented,”
says H. K. Deka, former DGP and member of the expert committee on police
reforms. “With the city moving fast to becoming a metro, police
modernisation is a must, transferring the SSP is not a solution.” In size and
population, Guwahati is similar to Bhubaneswar. However, where the
Odisha capital has 3,500 dedicated police personnel, the Guwahati City
Police has 210 sub-inspectors and 1,300 constables manning the streets.
Nowhere is this void felt more than in the pubs and clubs of the city.

But for all this, if it turns out that the media has behaved in a callous manner,
its very relevance will be questioned. If proven true, this would perhaps be
the first incident in which a media house has had a frighteningly complicit
role in a despicable crime against a woman. While it is almost sure that this is
our News Of The World moment, media houses, especially electronic
media, need to rethink their priorities: higher TRPs or news ethic. Until that
happens, the spectacle will continue.
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Lost World

May 17,2012

The feature provides a closer look at the lives of survivors of acid attacks. It
details their lives post such attacks, their mental and psychological trauma,
the stigma that they face, the financial burden owing to high hospitalization
bills and their struggle to get justice. In most cases of acid attacks the
perpetrators get away scot free and justice is never delivered at all. The
feature calls for more stringent laws to deal with acid attacks and a more
humane approach and support for survivors of the attacks.

An acid attack ends the life of a victim as she knew it, and starts a road
littered with heartbreaks

“It took him one minute to destroy my life.”

— Zakia, an acid attack victim, in Saving Face, an award-winning
documentary by Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy

Sixty seconds are easy to be dismissed as inconsequential in the procession
of minutes and hours. Sometimes, however, in 60 seconds, everything
changes. A few seconds are all it takes to splash acid on someone. And acid
takes five to 30 seconds to etch its ruin on the person.
That is what happened to Haseena Hussain, a computer operator, in 1999.
She quit her job when the attention of her boss, Joseph Rodrigues, became
too ardent. A spurned Rodrigues poured two litres of sulphuric acid over her.
“My face became a lump of flesh,” she would later recount. Her lips, nose
and ears merged into one mass and had to be re-grafted. There is a permanent
hole in her skull, one side of her neck is welded to her shoulders and she
became completely blind. Haseena was only 19 years old then.

Acid attacks have their root in hatred. While there are many villains in such
incidents, from spurned suitors and angry mistresses to estranged partners
and irate moneylenders, the victim is almost always a woman.

Nikita Doval, The Week

Nikita Doval was a Special Correspondent with the Week when this
was written. She won the award for the Best Feature — Magazine at
the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2012-13, Northern Region.
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The name of Aarti Thakur of Goregaon, Mumbai, was added to this long list
on February 1. Pintu, her former landlord whom she spurned, hired people to
splash acid on her. Today, she lies in the National Burns Hospital in Airoli,
Navi Mumbai, waiting for her scars to first emerge and then heal, before the
long and painful spells of surgeries. “The acid has burnt the skin around her
eyelids, and one eye cannot close,” says cosmetic surgeon Sunil Keswani.
“As soon as she stabilises, we will have to operate on her, as the cornea might
dry up, causing blindness.”

For a survivor, an acid attack starts a life littered with obstacles, heartbreaks
and isolation. So tough is it that many choose to shut out a world which they
once dreamt of conquering. But there are also those who choose to rise like
the phoenix, though never whole again, determined to be seen and heard.
“I would wear a veil before stepping out of the house. Children taunted me,
neighbours shunned me. | could not share my pain even with my parents,”
says Jayalakshmi, whose husband attacked her with acid in 2003. She would
have continued hiding in her village in Karnataka’s Tumkur district, had not
been for a school teacher and a doctor. “They told me that my face might be
burnt but my strength was still intact. My husband took away my right to lead
a normal life but not my freedom or my abilities,” she says. Today, she is an
active member of the state Women’s Commission’s rural programmes.
Even if these women try and rebuild their lives, society and the legal system
ensure that nothing comes easy. Shirin Juwaley, who was attacked in 1998 by
her husband after she asked for a divorce, went on to do her MSc. in
development and human rights. She runs an NGO, Palash, that deals with
rehabilitation of people with disfigurement, and is widely regarded as a
motivational speaker. Last year, however, a Mumbai college principal
refused to let her address students, saying that she would dissuade them
from marriage.

“Society’s refusal to engage with victims scars them further,” says clinical
psychologist Dr. Rajat Mitra, director, Swanchetan Society for Mental
Health. Speculation about the victim’s morals and harassment is par for the
course. “I have abuses hurled at me when | walk down the road. There are
days when it seems the whole world is intent on intimidating me,” says Syeda
Rahath Unnisa, an acid attack victim from Bangalore. Rahath, who runs a
boutique, shakes with anger every time she describes the harassment at the
hands of the local jamaat. “But | will fight till the end. No one can take away
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my right to live with dignity,” she says. She opens the store in spite of repeated
threats and intimidation by her husband, who threw acid on her and is now
outon bail.

Legal apathy is the most disheartening factor in these women'’s struggle.
Currently, there is no section in the Indian Penal Code that deals specifically
with acid attacks in spite of its rampancy. Acid attack cases are dealt with by
sections 320, 322, 325 and 326 of the IPC. Of these only section 326
addresses the issue of being attacked by a corrosive object but categorises it
as ‘grievous hurt’. Though this section allows punishment up to life
imprisonment, most convicts get only a jail term of three to four years.
Compensation, if ordered, is often paltry.

Dr. Mahalakshmi had a flourishing practice in Mysore when she was
attacked by her landlord in 2001 after she turned down his sexual advances.
The accused, Chikkabasallaiah, was sentenced to three years in jail and
ordered to pay her 120,000 as compensation. Today, she works in a
government hospital, seeking to rebuild her life and striving for some
semblance of normalcy. In Haseena’s case, Rodrigues continued
intimidating her throughout the trial and even threatened to douse her
younger sister with acid. Her family, however, was undeterred, and fought
the case. He was sentenced to five years in jail.

According to a Thomson Reuters Foundation survey last year, India was
ranked fourth among the most dangerous countries in the world for women.
However, even by our abysmal standards of women safety and gender
equality, acid attacks remain a woefully under-investigated crime. In fact,
there are no nationwide statistics available on the crime. Accordingto a 2011
study by the Avon Global Centre for Women and Justice at Cornell Law
School, New York, 153 cases of acid attacks were reported in India from
January 2002 to October 2010 in different newspapers. “It is quite possible
that attacks in rural areas go unreported,” says activist Sushma Varma of
Campaign & Struggle Against Acid Attack on Women. The organisation,
which is perhaps the only one of its kind in the country, also relies on media
reports to find victims in Karnataka.

Acid burns are far more severe than those induced by fire. Usually, victims
are attacked with concentrated sulphuric acid, nitric acid or hydrochloric
acid. All of them are easily available over the counter. This correspondent
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bought two litres of concentrated acid for 150 from a hardware store with no
questions being asked in spite of the repeated emphasis on “acid which
will burn’.

Perpetrators aim at the face, neck and chest. The intention is not to kill but to
maim for life. “The attack is as much on your femininity and identity as a
woman as itis on the individual,” says Dr. Mitra, who has interviewed several
offenders. “The message is, if | cannot have you, no one else can.”

Abhinav, who attacked his classmate Arti Srivastava ten years ago in Kanpur,
reportedly said more than once after the attack that he wanted to ruin her
face so that she would finally agree to marry him. “The rage these men feel
towards women is pathological,” says Dr. Mitra. “They describe them in
abusive, derogatory terms. The offenders also tend to see themselves as
victims who have been harmed by the women. There is rarely any
remorse expressed.”

For the victims, the process of recovery is arduous, both physically and
mentally. Dr. Mitra says it is advisable for victims not to see their reflection for
some time, as the experience can be shattering. “Most victims who have
been disfigured report out-of-body experiences. They are completely
disassociated from their body,” he says. Depression, fear, victimisation and
insomnia are just some of the other troubles that come calling.

“We need a specific act to deal with acid attacks,” says Supreme Court
lawyer Aparna Bhat, who is pursuing a public interest litigation since 2006.
“We are also asking for a ban or regulation on the sale of acid and a
rehabilitation process to be put in place.” Bhat is counsel for Lakshmi, an
acid attack victim in Delhi.

Based on Bhat’s PIL, the Supreme Court, in 2009, sought a response from
state governments on banning the over-the-counter sale of acids. The
governments have also been directed to look at the rehabilitation and a
compensation scheme for the victims. Also, a committee constituted under
the home secretary has recommended insertion of sections 326 Aand 326 B,
hurt by acid attack, in the draft Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2011.

The Law Commission of India and the National Commission of Women have
also submitted reports asking for a specific section to deal with acid attacks.
Both the reports recommend life sentence for the attacker and monetary
compensation for the victim.
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“The whole system is bad,” says Rahath. Does that dishearten her? “Never,”
she says with a flash of fire in her eyes. “This is not a battle | chose to fight, but
if you have thrust it on me, then | will emerge victorious.”

Acid Over the Counter

On a busy Saturday afternoon, THE WEEK’s Chief Photographer Sanjay
Ahlawat approaches a hardware store in Delhi’s Paharganj area. “I want to
buy acid,” he says to the proprietor. An attendant brings a plastic bottle
containing a copper-coloured liquid.

“Is this strong?” Sanjay asks. The attendant nods. “This is what is used for
cleaning,” he says. Sanjay insists that he wants something “much stronger”.
The proprietor looks up and asks why. Stubborn stains, says Sanjay.

Satisfied by the perfunctory explanation, the proprietor says stronger acid is
available but one has to be very careful. “It will burn you,” he says. “Are you
sure you want it?”

Sanjay nods, and the attendant brings out a beer bottle containing a thick
greenish liquid. The bottle is sealed with a plastic cap. Sanjay’s attempts to
open itare met with a stern reprimand. “Open it only where you intend to use
it. And if there is any left, just pour it down the drain,” says the proprietor.
Sanjay wants to know if this can burn a person. “Oh yes,” he says, before
asking for Rs. 50. “lt will eat your skin away.”

Lame Laws

Acid attacks are punishable under sections 320 (causing emasculation and
disfigurement), 322 and 325 (voluntarily causing grievous hurt) and 326
(causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means) of the Indian Penal
Code. However, none of these has been effective in dealing with acid
attacks. Most perpetrators get away lightly as the case registered is for
causing grievous hurt.

In 2006, lawyer Aparna Bhat filed a PIL in the Supreme Court requesting that
section 326 A be introduced to deal specifically with acid attacks. She also
sought a ban on the over-the-counter sale of acid. A decision on Bhat’s PIL is
still pending.

The Law Commission of India and the National Commission for Women
have also asked for a specific section to deal with acid attacks. Both
recommended compensation for victims.
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A committee constituted under the home secretary has recommended
insertion of sections 326 A and 326 B, hurt by acid attack, in the draft
Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2011.

In 2009, the Supreme Court sought a response from state governments on
banning the sale of acid. It also asked for a rehabilitation and compensation
scheme for victims. In 2007, Karnataka had announced a compensation
scheme after the Bangalore-based NGO Campaign and Struggle Against
Acid Attacks on Women filed a PIL. According to the scheme, victims of acid
attacks will be paid between Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 2 lakh for advanced
treatment. Employment, too, was promised. “However, most promises are
yetto see the light of day,” says Sushma of the NGO.

In 2012, Delhi announced a package of Rs. 3 lakh for victims whose faces
were disfigured and Rs. 50,000 for others.

Syeda Rahath Unnisa, 34
‘Iwill nevergive in’.
Attacked by her husband of 13 years, in Bangalore, in June 2011

The morning of June 17, 2011 dawned with a lot of promise for Syeda Rahath
Unnisa. Her divorce from her estranged husband had come through, her
boutique was doing roaring business and she had just applied for a new
passport. But Abdul Wakil, the divorced husband, had other plans. He
showed up at her doorstep, offering to take their two daughters, Sophiya and
Sumaiya, to school. “I protested, but he insisted. En route, he stopped at a
bakery and got them goodies, the first time ever,” says Rahath. After dropping
the girls, Abdul came back, this time to carry out his threat of the past six
years — throw acid on Rahath. “He caught hold of me by the neck. | was
wearing a loose cotton nightshirt and he poured it down my torso,” the soft-
spoken woman recounts.

She is standing behind the counter of Sophiya’s Boutique, her pride and joy,
which, till the attack took place, was flourishing. “I would get orders worth
Rs. 10,000 every day. Now business is sporadic,” says Rahath. A thick mass
of hair is gathered at Rahath’s nape. “It used to touch my knees,” she
confides. In fact, it was the curtain of thick hair that saved her face from being
burnt, though there is a dark patch on her right cheek left by the fumes
of the acid. Her brother, a doctor, cut off her burnt hair in the ICU.
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Rahath remembers running to the bathroom scared that Abdul would come
after her again, determined to maim her face this time. “I called my brother
after barricading myself only to find that Abdul had already dialled his
number to say 'l am coming for you now’.” She kept pouring water on herself
till her family arrived.

All of Rahath’s right shoulder, starting from her collar bone is burnt. “It is till
here,” she says, pointing to her navel and her legs. “The only silver lining is
that my face remained unscarred.” She has already undergone skin grafting
and the doctor is extremely pleased with the results, she says.
“I was asked to wear tight clothes, preferably jeans and a shirt, so that the skin
got stretched.” Little did Rahath know that this small gesture would make life
even more difficult for her. The local jamat leaders, she says, used this as a
starting point for harassing her. “I was asked to wear a burkha, never mind
that their daughters wear the same kind of clothes,” he says. And the
intimidation and harassment have not stopped. Abuses are hurled at her as
she walks down the road, and then there are the propositions and threats.

The spectre of Abdul also looms large. Within a month of being arrested, he
was out on bail. “He is politically connected and every time | open the
boutique, a few goons show up. They threaten to throw acid again.” Abdul is

keen on a compromise and wants Rahath to withdraw the case and
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Syeda Rahath Unnisa, an acid attack victim, with her daughters Sophiya and Sumaiya at her boutique
in Bangalore.
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reconsider the divorce. “I will never give in. | want justice, an eye for an eye,”
she says with vehemence, even as her eyes well up. “l want to blast out at all
those who were instrumental in giving him bail. Is a woman’s life worth
nothing in this country? He threw acid on me and today he roams the streets
free.” The next date of the hearing is still some months away.

Abdul and Rahath had a love marriage, but it turned sour soon after the birth
of their first daughter. “He wanted a son. Then the dowry demands started.
Once | brought home Rs. 50,000 and another time, | sold my jewellery to
satisfy his demands. But it never stopped there,” she says.

Rahath had been an architecture student when she got married, but gave it
up. She found herself turning to designing as a means of being independent.
“l love designing,” she says, showing pictures of her creations on her
mobile phone. There is a gown which she proudly says is similar to what
Katrina Kaif wore for an appearance and a flower girl dress that she made for
a wedding in the UK. Her daughters are her models, posing excitedly in their
mother’s creations.

Rahath has already spent Rs. 9 lakh on her treatment and is financially wiped
out. She acknowledges the support of her sisters and brother and admits that
she would have been completely at sea without them. “Acid victims have
been promised compensation by the government, but nothing has come
through till now. | have made innumerable trips to the women’s commission
and government offices. Each rickshaw ride costs me a few hundred rupees,
money | can ill afford.”

But no matter how tough the day, Rahath always finds the strength to smile.
“My daughters keep me going. My younger one tells me "Mama, tension

rn

deneka, lene kanahin’,” she laughs.

The older one, Sophiya, she admits, has matured much before her years.
“Sometimes she says let us kill ourselves, we will be free from all of this then,”
says Rahath. “But | am a fighter. My daughter will be one, too.”
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PranithaT., 24

ANew Life

Attacked by the spurned lover of a friend in December 2008
By Lalita lyer

On the evening of December 10, 2008, Pranitha T., a final-year engineering
student at Kakatiya Institute of Technology and Sciences in Warangal, was
returning home from class on her Scooty with friend Swapnika.
Three men on a motorbike overtook them and one of them, Sreenivas Rao,
called out Swapnika’s name. When Swapnika turned around, he threw acid
on her face and fled. Rao was Swapnika’s neighbour. As she had spurned his
advances, Rao wanted revenge.

Swapnika took the brunt of the attack, while Pranitha, who was wearing a
helmet, took a hit on the right side of her face, neck and back. “As soon as |
realised that something had been thrown at us, my first reaction was that the
men had sprayed water. But with the burning sensation, | realised that it was
more serious,” recalls Pranitha.

Both of them fell from the vehicle and a crowd gathered. By the time they
reached a nearby hospital in an autorickshaw, Swapnika had been blinded
and was in unbearable pain. Pranitha called her mother and Swapnika’s
parents and told them what had happened.

Swapnika was shifted to Yashoda Hospital in Hyderabad, which had better
facilities. But, on December 31, days after Rao and his associates were killed
in an alleged encounter with the police, she succumbed to the injuries.

Pranitha had suffered 60 per cent burns and spent more than three months at
Axion Hospital in Hyderabad. She tries not to think of the incident, which has
left scars on her neck and the right side of her face. “Why should I blame fate?
I am happy and doing well in my life,” says Pranitha, who is a software
developer with Infosys now. “l am alive and going around doing things other
people of my age do.”
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Jayalakshmi, 39
Erasing the Scars
Attacked by her husband of 18 years in June 2003

Jayalakshmi, a women'’s rights activist, has devoted her life to the
empowerment of rural women in Karnataka. But, ten years ago, if anyone
had told her about her future, she would have laughed, before bursting
into tears.

On June 25, 2003, Jayalakshmi, then 31, was at home watching
television when her husband of 18 years attacked her with acid. The scars on
her neck, arms and the lower half of her face reflect his brutality and the
acid’s corrosiveness.

“I was a simple housewife with ordinary concerns. The biggest of them was
my husband’s drinking problem. One day, | put my foot down and refused to
let him enter the house,” she says. Her husband, a weaver, spent 10 days
outside home and reportedly told villagers that he would throw acid on her to
“teach her a lesson”. He was convinced she had thrown him out because she
was having an affair.

Ironically, when Jayalakshmi was attacked, she was watching Chandrika, a
television show in which the protagonist was an acid attack victim. “I was
waiting to see how Chandrika was going to react to her being disfigured
when my life turned upside down,” she says.

On being attacked, she almost fainted but still managed to push her husband
out of the house and lock the door. “My clothes were sticking to my body,”
she says. “l watched my skin erupting and the pain was unbearable.”

Jayalakshmi describes the days that followed — her trip to the hospital, the
refusal of the staff to treat her, her father insisting that they try and save her, or
consider mercy killing. “I was lucky that a doctor in the local hospital asked a
specialist to come down and look at me. Dr. Suresh, the surgeon who treated
me, always had a kind word for me,” she says.

She had several surgeries (“Five or six, | forget,” she says) before she decided
not to go ahead with more. “My father had taken a loan,” she says. “Even
though the surgeries were being done free of cost, the medication was
bleeding them dry.”
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When talking about her recovery, her eyes well up. “I don’t want to talk about
those days,” she says. “Do | have to?” Jayalakshmi says she would sleep on
plantain leaves on the floor as the wounds hurt. In her parents’ village, she
wore a veil every time she stepped out. “The children would crack cruel
jokes, the adults would shun me. | never considered myself beautiful
but | just did not know how to live with this face,” she says.
She feared her parents would believe her husband’s imaginings of an
extramarital affair if she discussed her troubles. It was the local school
teacher who gave Jayalakshmi the strength to move on. “He told me that my
body may have been disfigured but my mind is still my own,” she says.

She started counselling other women and got involved in activism. “Women in
rural areas have no voice,” she says. “I try to give them one.” Today, she is her
district’s representative in the State Women’s Commission’s rural programme.
The media has lauded her and college girls tell her she is an inspiration, but
Jayalakshmi still feels defined by her scars. “If | see children coming towards
me on the street, | cross over. | don’t want to scare them,” she says.

Jayalakshmi’s husband was sentenced to 10 years in jail and was released
three months ago. She has not met him, even though he indicated that he
wanted to get back with her. “Does he think | can forgive and forget?” she
asks. Her daughter does not talk to him but her son is in touch. “He tells me,
"What has happened has happened. Forget it’,” she says. “He is a married
man himself. | wonder how can he even say that.”

Even as she stops to ponder over her own statement, her phone starts ringing.
She wipes her tears, answers with a smile and is off, like a flash, trying to
make the world a better place for women.

Crime and Punishment

Pakistan, after the Oscar success of the film Saving Face, is seriously
considering legislation against acid attacks. According to some estimates,
nearly 150 women are attacked every year. In 2002, Bangladesh passed the
Acid Crime Prevention Act 2002 and the Acid Control Act 2002. These acts
strengthened the criminal procedures for acid violence cases with a capital
punishment provision. They provide for setting up of a rehabilitation centre
for the victims and making legal and medical aid available to them.

Most importantly, these acts forbid the sale of acid over the counter, making it
a licensed trade. Though the attacks continue, the frequency has come down
since the enactment of these laws.
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Like Cattle, from Kabul

February9,2013

This is the story of how Afghanistan has become a source, transit point and
destination for sex trafficking. Through interviews with trafficked women
both in Delhi and Kabul as well as with social workers, human rights experts
and other officials/agencies, the story presents a holistic picture of trafficking
from the reasons for trafficking to the various methods through which it is
carried outto the various agencies and their work to combat this.

She calls herself Diljan. But, that is not her real name; pimps and customers
call her so. “l serve the rich and the executive class,” said the round-faced
blonde with green eyes. “If the guys have money, they can have me for a
night.” Depending on the nature of the service, her rates range from
Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 90,000 for a night. Though women of other nationalities,
including Russians and Ukrainians, still dominate the flourishing sex trade in
India, Diljan said Afghans like her had pushed many of them out of business.

Back home, she was a simple and devout girl, who wore the hijab and rose
early each day to say the dawn prayers before helping her mother in kitchen.
Then came the war in 2001. She and her family fled from Kandahar to Kabul,
where they stayed in a rented house. Her nightmare began when a man
raped her, she said, while returning home from the market. He threatened to
kill her if she told anyone about it. She would be raped again that month by
another man, who made the same threat. In 2011, a woman approached her
with a waitress’s job in a posh Delhi hotel. She jumped at the chance. The
woman got her a passport and visa and put her on a plane. In Delhi, she was
told that the job had fallen through.

She ended up being an escort. “There were six other Afghan women already
at work,” recalled Diljan. THE WEEK'’s cross-border investigation and
interviews with dozens of victims reveal a disturbing story of how

Syed Nazakat, Kabul & New Delhi, The Week

Syed Nazakat is a Special Correspondent with news magazine,
The Week, in Delhi. He won the award for the Best Investigative
Story (Magazine) at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region
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Afghanistan has become a source, transit point and destination for victims of
sex-trafficking. Nobody knows exactly how many Afghan women have been
sold into sexual slavery. Like the drug trade, trafficking takes place in a
shadowy world. Some girls like Diljan are cheated by pimps and sold to
traffickers. Others are abducted, raped and psychologically pummelled into
submission. The rampant trafficking has put Afghanistan on the US’s “Tier 2
watch list” of countries which are failing to fight human trafficking.

Human trafficking in Afghanistan grew as the many decades of war caused
displacement of millions. Chronic poverty and growing crime increased the
vulnerability of women. Geography is another crucial factor; Afghanistan
has six direct neighbours including Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan. Many of
these borders are nearly impossible to guard, thanks to inaccessible terrain
and tribal fiefdoms. Palwasha Saboori, director, Afghan Women Training and
Development Organisation, said hundreds of women are trafficked every
year. Still, it remains a hidden crime, one that the government is not
combating, said Saboori. In the last two years alone, her organisation has
rescued 319 women and girls. “Almost all of them were sexually abused,”
said Saboori.

At present, 727 victims of rape and trafficking are being rehabilitated at eight
shelters run by the Afghan government. These shelters, first established in
2007, are temporary homes providing protection, accommodation, training
and health care to the victims. Many such shelters are managed by local and
international NGOs. Victims who cannot find a place in the shelters often
end up in prison. “We have an army of victims in Afghanistan. But we do not
have enough shelters to rehabilitate them,” said Zakia Baryalti, director,
ministry of women’s affairs. At a shelter in Kabul, | met Marzah, a young girl
from Logar province, who, after months of therapy, was able to speak about
her ordeal. She said she was raped when she was nine, and was then sold into
sexual slavery. All she wants now is a life in oblivion. "l do not want to return
to my village. My family will kill me. I have brought such shame to them,”
said Marzah.

In another Kabul shelter, Perveen Jan told me the story of how she had
survived bombs, only to be trapped in a brothel. The US bombing of 2001
had destroyed countless villages like hers. Amidst the raging war she fled to
the nearest town, Jalalabad, where the situation was a little better. Then, her
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mother called her and told her about a prospective groom. She thought the
marriage was fixed, only to realise a few weeks later that she was sold to him
for 20,000 Afghani. She would be traded to ten men over the next three years.
In 2011, a pimp drove her across the Turkhan border checkpoint into
Pakistan. Here, she had to dance semi-naked, entertain rich men, and have
sex with customers who paid her owner a few thousand Pakistani rupees.
Last year, when her Pakistani owner was away, she escaped and fled to
Jalalabad. Now, she is traumatised and unable to speak.

“She has been destroyed,” said Zaibesh, 21, her friend at the shelter and a
victim herself. "When | met her and heard her story, | forgot all my pain and
misery." Zaibesh’s parents were killed by her brother-in-law for trying to
protect her from sexual abuse. The killer has threatened to kill her too for
running away. As she spoke about how she was repeatedly raped and
abused, she suddenly paused and cried out loud, “People have done such
bad things to me. | just hate myself for what | have gone through." In her
brimming green eyes you can read the tragedy of a land drained by war.

The Afghan constitution, written after the fall of the Taliban in 2001,
enshrines equal rights for men and women. And, the new landmark law,
passed in 2009, has for the first time criminalised forced marriages. Yet,
women remain at the receiving end. Like the overwhelming presence of
foreign troops on Afghanistan’s streets, there is also the overwhelming
absence of women in public.

Every day, from different parts of the country, complaints pour in to the office
of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission. “Trafficking of
women is going largely unreported due to tribal and societal acceptance of
the practice,” said Dr Sima Samar, chairperson, AIHRC. As a young girl, Sima
lived through the civil war between Mujahideen groups, which ravaged
Kabul before the Taliban conquestin 1996.

She witnessed unimaginable cruelty and many deaths. "Much of the brutality
you see these days," she said, "is because people have become insane from
all these wars.” Last year, an AIHRC survey on trafficking confirmed that
majority of trafficked women had lost their parents in the war and had no
family support and protection. Others were caught in the vicious cycle
because of extreme poverty and early, forced marriages. “Afghanistan is one
of the poorest countries in the world. There are hardly any jobs for the young.
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Then there is a growing uncertainty about the future,” said Sima. “All these
conditions make Afghanistan ideal for human trafficking.”

The trafficking network has both local and international routes. The routes,
most often, connect to Gulf countries (mostly, the UAE), Pakistan and Iran;
India is a relatively new destination. Traffickers exploit vulnerabilities and
lack of opportunities. They make promises of marriage, employment,
education, or a better life.

Once a girl lands in New Delhi, the agents use surrogate advertisements,
promising ‘'massage’ and "escort services’, to attract clients. Some Indian
newspapers are riddled with scores of such ads promising full body massage.
They offer 24-hour service, at home and in hotels. Online advertisements
boast of "hot Afghani girls" who are “always ready to do anything with you for
your betterment and satisfaction.”

Delhi Police Deputy Commissioner (crime) S. B. S. Tyagi said that there was a
huge influx of foreign sex workers to India. “We have arrested many such
girls,” he said. He confirmed that Afghan girls were new entrants. He said,
“We enforce anti-prostitution laws by checking classified advertisements
and the internet for those soliciting sex, but it is difficult to clamp down
on high-class prostitutes and clients whose liaisons are usually arranged
in private.”

The Kabul Police’s chief of criminal investigation, General Mohammad
Zahir, told THE WEEK that his department was aware of Afghan girls working
as call girls in India. “They may have been cheated and exploited," he said.
"We do not have details of how these women were trafficked to India, but we
are raising the issue with our counterparts in India. On the face value, this
seems to be a part of well-organised criminal gang.”

The introduction of a direct flight between Kandahar and Delhi and an
increase in the number of Kabul-Delhi flights has in part facilitated the
trafficking. In a bid to strengthen its ties with Afghanistan, India has also been
generous with visas; in 2012, the Indian embassy in Kabul issued around
58,000 visas. Though the majority of them were for patients, a good number
were also for young Afghans in search of a better life and future.

Zakia said Indian movies and TV serials were very popular in Afghanistan.
“When Afghan girls watch these movies, they dream of a world where
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women are free," said Zakia. “They run away and become very vulnerable.”
She said that the decades of war made the youth ignorant of the outside
world. At the ministry, when Zakia was talking to me, Khatija, an old woman
from the Taliban-dominated Maidan Wardak province, came to check about
Zia Gul, a missing girl from her neighbourhood. Zakia’s staff made a series of
calls to the shelters in Kabul, Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif, to trace Zia.
Unfortunately, there was no news. Khatija was told that Zia might have
escapedto Iran, Pakistan, or, perhaps, India.

"She was a free sprit," said Khatija, showing me the picture of a tall, beautiful
blonde. Two days before she went missing, Zia had visited Khatija’s home to
show off a new dress. Now Zia’s family is accusing Khatija of selling her to
traffickers. “Her brothers have threatened to kill me, if | do not bring her
back,” Khatija said, almost talking to herself. “Where can | find her?”
In Kabul, authorities never believed that sex trade was flourishing, until
2005, when General Ali Shah Paktiwal, who was chief of criminal
investigations, got a tip-off that the scores of Chinese restaurants in the city
were actually fronts for brothels.

The subsequent police raids uncovered how the years of war and influx of
foreigners had created a burgeoning demand for sex trade. “What surprised
me was that all those brothels were being run in the heart of city," recalled
Paktiwal. “The brothels were largely serving foreign security contractors,
NGOs and spies.”

Paktiwal said that around 96 Chinese women were arrested and deported. A
high-profile case alleged that American security company RA International
was running a popular brothel called Light House. At the time of the raid, RA
International was providing security to the US embassy in Kabul and was a
sub-contractor of ArmorGroup North America, Inc. The brothel was raided
after James Gordon, then RA International director of operations, turned
whistleblower. The case became so sensational that details about the
investigation were never made public.

In Afghanistan, far more controversial is the issue of local sex workers, who
stay underground in a society that pretends that they do not exist. Prostitution
is so taboo here that the car industry went into a tizzy in 2011 when a pimp
bought a flashy car with the number 39. Overnight, nobody wanted cars with
plates numbered 39. The number had become a synonym for pimps! People
even avoided mobile phones with the dreaded digits.
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Here, all extra-marital sex is defined as adultery and is prohibited both by
customary and statutory laws, with harsh punishments for prostitutes and
their customers, which include not just prison but even being sentenced to
be stoned to death.

Farzana Wahidy, an award-wining Afghan photographer, was the first to film
the secret trade (see box). In 2008, while following a story on Afghan women,
she came to know about a brothel in Kabul. It looked like a normal house
from the outside. “Inside, | noticed that there were only women," she said.
“They were working as sex workers. Instead of going out, they were using cell
phones to contact their customers."

In the brothel, the oldest girl was a 15-year-old orphan who had lost her
parents in a rocket attack on Kabul. Another girl, an 11-year-old, became sex
worker after she was repeatedly molested by a man who had lost a leg in a
landmine explosion.

The most touching story was of a young girl in Herat who set herself afire
to evade pimps. “She was in such pain. Her body had almost burnt
completely,” recalled Farzana. Later, when Farzana saw her old pictures, she
could not control her tears. "She was so beautiful," said Farzana.
The terrifying fact is that the Herat girl is not the only woman in Afghanistan
to take such drastic action. Every year, hundreds of desperate Afghan women
commit suicide by self-immolation to escape abusive marriages, abusive
in-laws, poverty and forced prostitution.

“This is not merely a women'’s issue,” said Shukria Barakzai, MP and leading
Afghan politician. “It is an economic problem, a societal problem, a
migration problem and most of all a question of the future of this country."
Her concern over women’s declining status has deepened as the Hamid
Karzai government seeks reconciliation with the Taliban. “The Taliban is not
the solution to anything,” she said. “The government has to protect and
respect the honour of every citizen of this country. Unfortunately, it has failed
todothat.”

As music blared from the loudspeakers in the dimly-lit cafe in South Delhi,
Diljan’s cell phone rang. Her response was brief — “Yes, yes, I’'m coming.”
She hurriedly finished her cigarette and got up. She had a customer to attend
to, and a car was waiting downstairs. | followed her outside, and before she
left, one last question — did she want to leave her profession? The answer
came, wrapped in loud laughter: “Itis my business. It was the will of God.”

Names of victims have been changed to protect their identities.
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Bravely Fought the Teen

February 17,2011

This is about Sunita Murmu, a young woman from the tribal community
who lodged a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in her
community for sexually harassing, torturing and ostracizing her. She
followed up her complaint bravely and ensured that the leaders concerned
were arrested .

Young Sunita lodged a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in
her tribal community and ensured that they were arrested for sexually
harassing, torturing and ostracising her.

Sixteen-year-old Sunita Murmu is quite the celeb in her locality these days.
This teenager had the courage to approach the remote Mohammadbazar
police station in Birbhum, one of West Bengal’s most backward districts, and
lodge a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in her community.
Of course, she did not stop there. Young Sunita also ensured that the men
were arrested for sexually harassing, torturing and ostracising her.

Not so long ago, Sunita was just another tribal girl, with little education,
living quietly in a male-dominated society. She had no idea of her rights and
spent her days working as a daily wage labourer to support her parents. And
like most girls her age, she too fell in love. Her life, however, turned into a
nightmare the day her involvement with a non-tribal boy from the nearby
village was discovered by the local tribal panchayatin June last year.

The self-proclaimed panchayat met and decided on the punishment for her
romantic attachment: She was stripped publicly and made to walk around
the village, even while being jeered at and sexually harassed by random
villagers. Those who were party to this heinous crime went a step further;
they took photos and videos of her in that situation, and turned them into
multimedia messages (MMS) that were forwarded to everyone in the village
as awarning to other girls not to repeat Sunita’s crime.

Saadia Azim, Business Line
Sadia Azim is with The Business Line, Kolkata. She won the award

for the Best Human Interest Story at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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Not one person came to the rescue of the traumatised young girl, including
the police at the nearby Mohammad bazaar station. Her shocked parents,
too, could be of little assistance. For about two hours, Sunita was forced to
walk nearly 8 kms. after which she was literally dumped. Plucking up
whatever courage she had left, Sunita made her way back home only to be
taunted by neighbours and others. No case was registered against her
attackers and no one dared defy the tribal panchayat’s diktat, even though
the area has an elected panchayat.

As the community leaders were party to the crime, all evidence was
tampered with. For two months, Sunita remained isolated in a corner of her
hut. It was during these dark days that she resolved to raise her voice for
justice. Her parents tried hard to dissuade her and divert her attention.

Meanwhile, the MMS continued on their rounds. Those close to her family
advised her to forget the incident and move ahead. Looking back, Sunita
says, | wondered how people thought | could forget what happened to me. |
am living with that pain, which will remain for all time. But | shall now fight
againstall crimes against women in the name of traditional values.

When the police knocked on her door during an inquiry two months later,
her family dissuaded her from speaking up. But Sunita decided to go ahead
and fight on her own. She told the police everything that happened and
lodged a formal complaint. But there was no evidence except for the MMS
doing the rounds. None was willing to testify, either out of fear or in solidarity
with the perpetrators who were viewed as safeguarding tribal values.

But there was no stopping Sunita. As Bidhan Ray, the Sub-Divisional officer
(SDO )of Rampurhat investigating the case, recalls,it was amazing to see a
victim so confident. We thought she may be in depression and would not
cooperate. Also, in such cases the chances of victims turning hostile are very
high. But Sunita could identify the criminals since they were from her locality
and she knew them well. Her confidence won everyone’s support.

Just two days after the complaint was filed, the six main accused were
arrested. Barely out of their teens, the accused had allegedly incited the
crowd and later forced everyone to keep quiet.

Fearing a backlash from the community, Sunita was sent to a government
welfare home ’Pushparag’ in Rampurhat. She remains there even today,
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trying to pick up the pieces of her life. She has learnt weaving and
embroidery, and the district administration has opened a savings account
for her.

It was a proud moment for Sunita when the district administration decided to
propose her name for the National Bravery awards. It is an unusual case
because, despite being a victim, Sunita fought for herself. We decided to
propose her name as she has not just taken on criminals but also stood up
against organised crime, regressive and outdated values, and self-
proclaimed, unauthorised panchayat-like bodies, says Saumitra Mohan, the
district magistrate of Birbhum.

Sunita was among the 26 children who were honoured by President Pratibha
Patil with the National Bravery Award last month. Sunita has been able to
regain control of her life. She is a fast learner and mixes well with other
teenagers. Yet, she continues to lead a life of seclusion and ostracism, admits
Satyabrata Banerjee, the superintendent of her welfare home.

Many of Sunita’s family members refuse to talk to her. The accused are out on
bail and the locals fear her life may be in danger at her Santhal village of

The Hindu: Sunita Murmu of West Bengal receiving a momento from President Pratibha Patil when the
National Bravery Award winners of 2010 called on her at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.
Photo: V. Sudershan
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Burtola, where the majority are daily wagers or dependent on government
schemes for their livelihood. But Sunita remains unfazed, | have not gone
back but it does not mean | have done anything wrong. | want to finish my
studies and fight for the rights of others who have been abandoned like me.

Her courage has proved inspiring for many other girls in the region.
Kuntalshree Bhattacharya, the headmistress of a local girls” school, says, |
keep telling my girls that enduring crime is equal to being a party to it. Learn
from Sunita, who could win accolades for defying the wrong in society.

Sunita’s friend at her village, who wishes to remain unnamed out of fear, says,
“We are proud of her. But what is alarming is that the culprits are roaming free
while the one who fought for what is right is living away from home.”

But things are slowly changing, with voices now raised in her support.
Women'’s organisations are demanding that Sunita should be rehabilitated
within the community. Says District Magistrate Mohan, “We are trying our
best, but for now she has to concentrate on her studies and the skills she is
learning at the welfare home. It is a three-year course and Sunita is enjoying
interacting with her new friends. Meanwhile, her accomplishments are
being recognised even within her community. Our assessment is that her
medal, the cash prize and the national recognition will gradually change
public opinion in her village.”

Sunita Murmu with the Welfare Home Superintendent. At the Home, Sunita has been able to take back
control of her life as she is learning new skills like weaving and embroidery.
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Section 376, The Week

The Week started the campaign Section 376 in January 2013, a few weeks
after the Nirbhaya incident of December 2012, as a sustained year long
regular feature on sexual violence that women face at home and outside.
Written by staff correspondents of the magazine, this series addresses a wide
range of issues relating to rape with the intention of making readers, police
and governments better understand and prevent crimes against women.
Besides dealing with the trauma of rape victims, the series examines
unprofessional, unscientific and inhuman methods of evidence collected by
investigators and doctors as well as apathy shown to victims at police
stations. It also explores the insecure lives of girls in slums and what the girl
child goes through when the rapist is a guardian or a person known to her.
While discussing the everyday hazards faced by girls and women, it also
informs readers about precautions that they can take against sexual
predators. Reproduced are two articles from the series.

Rise Against Rape

In India, a woman is raped every 22 minutes. In 2011, Delhi saw 572 rape
cases. Madhya Pradesh topped the list with 3,406 cases. These figures could
be an understatement, as many rapes are not reported, for reasons ranging
from the police refusing to register a complaint, to powerful men intimidating
victims and shame on the victim’s part.

On December 17, the day a paramedical student was gang-raped in Delhi, a
13-year-old tribal girl was raped by two men at Khadra village in Madhya
Pradesh. Going by the statistics, at least a hundred women were raped on the
same day. The rapes, however, went unnoticed; there was no public outrage
againstthem, like what we saw at India Gate.

Every rape is brutal. Every rape is violent. Each one is horrifying. On the face
of it, the only difference between the cases in Delhi and in Madhya Pradesh is
in the degree of brutality. Yet, our responses to them have been starkly

SECTION 376

The Week carried a year-long campaign to raise awareness about the various issues related
to the heinous crime of rape entitled “Section 376”. The Week was awarded for the Best
Campaign at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Southern Region.
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different. True, the little girl in Madhya Pradesh went back to her job as a
daily-wage labourer while the 23-year-old Delhi student is fighting for her
life. But the inhumanity of the act of rape itself, not to mention the violation of
the body and the mind, is no different for the two girls. Or for that matter, any
woman, man, child or transsexual.

Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code defines rape and lays down
punishment for the crime. Enacted by the British in 1870, the law is woefully
inadequate. The Supreme Court, in Sakshi v. the Union of India, recognised
its failings and suggested that the legislature amend it.

We decided to call THE WEEK’s campaign against sexual assault on women
by this name: Section 376. We hope this campaign is at once a reminder,
an appeal and a resolve to fight crimes against women. At a point when
emotions are running high and votaries of retributive justice seem to be
winning hands down, we hope that this column makes each of us introspect.

This column will speak of stories of violated lives as well as societal attitudes
that, though not directly a cause for rape, feed a mindset that perpetuates
this most terrible violation. The first story, by Deepak Tiwari, is that of
the tribal girl who was raped at Khadra in the heart of India.
Sakhi (name changed) dropped out of school when her father died of malaria
a few years ago. The daughter of a landless Kol tribal and the fifth of seven
children, she lives in a mud house in a hamlet called Khadra, a few
kilometres from Karondi, which is geographically the central point of
the country.
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Like most tribal girls in the village, Sakhi works as a daily-wage labourer. She
is considered "half labour’ by her employer, as she is a minor. During the
harvest season though, she is treated as an ‘adult’ and entitled to full wages.
She goes to work with her mother, and they ensure each other’s safety. They
were working in the fields on December 17 when the mother received a
message that a distant relative was coming to their house to finalise the
marriage of her eldest son, Marra. At three in the afternoon, the mother asked
Sakhi to go home; the house had to be white-washed to receive the guests.

Sakhi was walking home when two young men of her village, Shankar Bedia
and Barati Kol, abducted her on their motorcycle to a secluded place. “They
tied my hands and left me in a well till late evening,” she said later. “In the
night, they took me to the field of Shankar Bedia and kept me in the farm hut.”
She was repeatedly raped for the next 48 hours. It was on the evening of the
second day that Shankar’s uncle, Soni Bedia, found the girl and released her.

Sakhi told her mother and her elder sister’s husband, who lives close by,
about the incident. Mustering great courage, the three reported the matter to
the police. In rural India, no complainant can register an FIR without
spending hours at the police station. Sakhi was no exception. After hours at
the police station, she was sent for a medical examination and a case was
registered under sections 341, 342 and 363 (abduction and confinement),
366 (compelling for intercourse) and 376 (rape) of the Indian Penal Code.

Even a week later, fear is writ large on Sakhi’s face. She has lost all
confidence. Along with her mother, she is back labouring in the fields. The
neighbours hang around her house, guiding a regular stream of visiting
police and administrative officials, who are busy making a case for
mandatory compensation given to rape victims belonging to the Scheduled
Castes or Scheduled Tribes. Said Sakhi’s mother: “Nothing has changed for
us. Our life is as usual. For poor people like us, the priorities are different. |
am concerned about tomorrow’s meal. Nothing else.”

’

Though they are poor, the family is not covered by 'below poverty line
benefits. They are so scared of the police that four years ago, when
Sakhi’s nephew, a toddler, went missing, the family did not even go to the
police station.

There are no anti-rape protests in Khadra. Shankar and Barati have been
arrested and sent to jail. Sakhi’s family is reluctant to speak about the case.
But for some whispers at the tea-stall in the village, life here has moved on.
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Armed with an App

THE WEEK campaign: Applications that can help you in times of distress
should be part of every woman'’s phone.

If the city cannot protect its women, it's time women found their own tools
and techniques to tackle harassment and safety threats of any kind. For the
tech-savvy woman, a number of applications have been launched to provide
that sense of security in times of emergency, says Senior Correspondent
Sharmista Chaudhury.

Situation 1: It’s late and you are on your way from work. You get down at the
bus stop and walk towards home through that familiar narrow dark alley. You
hear footsteps behind and catch the sight of a shadow. You walk as fast as
your legs can carry you. In a few minutes, you feel another shadow has
joined thefirst.

Situation 2: You are waiting by the sidewalk to let a procession pass by. You
can’t move an inch in that tightly-packed crowd and suddenly you feel a
hand touching you.

Whether you are alone or in a crowd, the question is always the same: what
will you do? While in a crowd you may try to fight back or cry out loud, but
will those around you help? What if you had a device that could scream
when you are in trouble, or alert people within a 3 km. radius, or inform your

loved ones in case of an emergency?




With applications permeating almost every aspect of urban life, it was only a
matter of time before they provided a solution for women’s safety, too. Says
Annie Mathew, director, alliances and business development, BlackBerry
India: "Women must have every tool at their disposal to tackle harassment
and safety threats of any kind. Mobile applications are a critical part of this
new age armoury. In the light of recent events that have highlighted the need
for enhanced safety for women, apps like the Panic Alarm Button are
particularly popular and have seen many downloads by women looking to
ensure their own safety.”

By the time schoolteacher Siddhi Mehta, 23, heads out to work, the city is just
waking up. The early morning train travel did not worry her much till she
heard that a 58-year-old woman was gang-raped near the Santacruz railway
station in Mumbai. Reports suggest that the woman was groped at the station
as she got off the train and then dragged to a bus stop near the station where
she was forced to drink alcohol and then raped. “That incident scared me,”
says Mehta, who travels to that station every morning. “Even if you have a
pepper spray, you might not be able to use it at the time. However, you
always have your phone in your hand.” She has installed an application,
Bachao, on her phone that sends text messages to five people on her contact
list at the touch of a button.

After news of the Delhi gang-rape shook the nation, app developer Kamlesh
Yadav decided to address the problem. He came up with Awaaz. “The idea
was to create a system for women’s safety, so anyone within a 3km radius
would be alerted,” he says.

The latest and probably the most publicised application is VithU, an initiative
by Channel V, which stemmed from its crime-based television show,
Gumrah. The app, which has had four lakh downloads, sends alerts every
two minutes to designated contacts if you press the power button twice. App
developer Erick Rustomjee from Bombay Works says it is only a matter of
time before more nuanced applications hit the market. “I think right now the
technology is in its infancy; this is just the beginning,” he says. “As soon as
the platform goes forward, we will see more features and functionality.”

Trupti Deshmukh, 30, a photographer who works for a social media
marketing company, travels on work quite often. For her, these apps have
become a means to pacify the family. “After the photojournalist’s rape
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in Mumbai, my family insisted that | keep such a safety app to alert them,”
she says.

While many women have embraced the technology, there are those who
think that an application is merely an appendage to tackling the real issue.
Even if it does have an impact, it will not have a broad base, says technology
writer Jubin Meha. “I feel they do not work," he says. "These applications
are preventive, but we also need apps that spread awareness or tackle the
root problem.”

Incidentally, there is some amount of work being done in this sphere, too. An
online initiative, Harassmap-Mumbai launched by Akshara, aims at
encouraging women to report any form of sexual harassment on a web site.
Actor Rahul Bose, who has worked closely with the initiative, says, “In the
US, with a population of 313 million people, 84,000 cases of rapes were
reported last year. While in India, with a population of 1.2 billion, only
24,900 cases were reported. This shows that many cases are not being
reported. This map will give a true picture of how Mumbai treats its women.”
The idea is to map the trends perceived on the site and then work with the
police to make these areas safer.

APPS YOU CAN USE

Sentinel: Sends smses and emails to emergency contacts

Nirbhaya: Sends alerts during emergency situations; you can also send
messages by shaking the phone.

Scream Alarm: The app literally screams

Panic Alarm Button with Flashlight and GPS on BlackBerry 10: Press the red
panic button and the phone will send a message with a link to Google Maps
with your GPS- or GSM-based coordinates.

VithU: Press the power button twice to send out messages to listed contacts,
who will also receive updates on your location.
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Even Men are Vulnerable
December 11,2013

A part of a four-part series, this story is about the controversial issue of
making Section 375 of the IPC more gender neutral. It talks about the fact that
men too can be sexually assaulted. Such cases are rarely reported or
acknowledged, but are traumatic for the survivor. Often they are not believed
and and there is no law to protect them resulting in few cases being reported.
The story is based on the experience of a 24-year-old man who was assaulted.
For those who think only women can be raped, this is going to be a shocker.
While Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code is definitely made to address
sexual violence against women, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013,
doesn’t seem to be as gender neutral as a law is supposed to be.

The rape of a 24-year-old boy by nine men, that took place about a year ago
in the slums of Kurla, was never reported by the victim to the police as he
knew that his complaint would not be taken seriously. He knew nobody
would believe thata man can be raped.

The incident left the youth scarred physically and mentally. The ADC got to
know about the case through an NGO in the city. Details about the NGO and
the victim have been kept confidential on request. The ADC spoke to the
victim’s friends about the incident as the victim was apparently not in the
state of mind to talk about it.

“Abhi thoda thoda woh bhoola hai uske baare main. Par hume pata hai kya
hua. Aur hum sach hi batayenge”, said a close friend of the victim. (He has
slightly gotten over it. But we know what has happened and we will only tell
the truth.)

“This happened six months ago. He was at a bus stop in Kurla waiting for a
bus to get back home when a boy came to him and lured him into going with
him. Usne meethi meethi baatein karke use phasa liya aur apne saath le gaya.

Shwetha Kannan, Afternoon Despatch and Courier

Shwetha Kannan works with Afternoon Courier and Despatch. She
z-‘ won the award for the Best Feature at the Laadli Media and
Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14, Western Region.
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(He sweet-talked our friend into accompanying him.) He took him to a
nearby slum and there my friend noticed nine people waiting. Before my
friend could react, all the nine men caught him and forced themselves on
him. Uske saath zor zabardasti ki aur bahut amaanviya tareeke se uska rape
kiya.” (They raped him in a very inhuman manner.)

The boy was subjected to rape for an hour and a half and was then left at the
spot by his assaulters.

“He somehow managed to reach home. It was a Saturday. On Monday when
he met us, he was a changed man. From being talkative and chirpy he had
become silent. We noticed that he was unable to concentrate on his work
and that he used to cry silently when he was alone. And it was only later that
we got to know about what had happened.”

The victim had to be counselled for a week and was administered Anti-
Retroviral Treatment (ART) as precautionary measure against contracting the
HIV virus.

“It was only after his HIV tests came negative that he started feeling better. He
isokay now,” said a friend.

Can Men be Raped?

“Yes,” says eminent psychiatrist Dr. Harish Shetty. “Cases of men being
sexually assaulted are not uncommon. And when there is one victim and
many assaulters then, yes, rape is possible. Men are often raped by men
when in a drunken state at parties. Such cases do happen but go unnoticed
because they are never reported.”

Dr. Shetty said, “Such cases aren’t reported because of shame and guilt,
because men feel that nobody will believe them, because the law is weak,
because nobody wants to come out of the shell and talk about the incident

rn

and finally, because of the fear of being labelled 'gay’.

According to Dr. Shetty, the way to handle such cases is to have gender
inclusive and gender sensitive laws and more open dialogues about rape,
irrespective of the gender of the victim.

“The concept of men being raped needs to be legitimised now,” said
Dr. Shetty.
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Bindumadhav Khire, a gay activist and president of Samapathik Trust, Pune,
said, “If one goes by the definition of rape given in Indian law, then men
cannot be raped because, according to the law, it is only for women by men.
Forcible peno-vaginal penetration, use of fingers or objects, oral or anal sex
does amount to rape now-a-days, but it is only for women. When any of this
happens to men, it is considered to be unnatural sex. | am of the opinion that
the definition of rape needs to revised and that anti-rape laws should be more
gender inclusive.”

A
Singer Usha Uthup being felicitated by Dolly Thakore at the National LMA, 2011-12 in Mumbai.
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YRAT A § Fgar A et

In this editorial in Hindi, the author enumerates the reasons for the increase
in violence against women. He brings out the fact that while there has been a
lot of social and economic.
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_Shiv Balak Misra

Shiv Balak Misra writes for Gaon Connection, Uttar Pradesh. He was
awarded for Best Editorial at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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Journalist Shiv Balak Mishra receiving the Award from Singer Sunita Rao at the National LMA, 2012-13.
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SISt EECENCRINEE CRIN

September 14,2012

This article in Marathi touches on how the movement against ‘pre-birth sex
selection’ should not affect a woman’s lawful right to abortion and why the
words ‘female foeticide’should be replaced by ‘pre-birth sex selection’ as the
usage of the former hampers a woman’s right to terminate her pregnancy, etc.
The author has analysed this issue from a right’s perspective.
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Aruna Burte, Divya Marathi

Aruna Burte is a feminist activist and has been consistently writing
on gender issues. She was awarded for Consistent Engagement with
Gender Issues at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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1 Fedld TETEld =uei 003 o1 THfeTHas gfaay’
o THRUYE Tt fFae S0l weursT= f Heilel a1 Jar o oL,
o TraTaen T forT qur,

o T T 1T 37T o |ivTor

& T 3.

e & A Efertt T’ sufr TRyt ifefres
7 B Teh STkl % Yhal. ATeiel THIROga! THcfae wea
3T ST TEg TTohd. TSiIehea B T Ul T 8% IThel
S G Xas, ¥TeheT | HalT Shivdiiel STFedl adf df gefauman
SR TR fEE T YR TS IR e Fes 1
3TTR. IO & TS I ST TSThi T SoRIRThH! THeA Qi Aral. il
TR0l ITSHIT el 3R, o) faifacia sRarE | ayae
3. AT YRS §ea AEihel hifyeiel JelhR Sl
. T AT SRSV @ISTH SEeh Yol saadgen A
e geT. HIAGYIN HIaTE & Aasalsr= U 3778,

A ASAEH RI AT A 89, 003 AT HIAAENAH
IBUIHS! @STId higl Slad TR ST Tl e
ST X TRuATE (ol B3, S7R0 SAE Shldrd. HRA ¢ o
Tah JEEHE Yol WSTH S Beh 0 Teh TN 85T 3T7R.
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QIS &ETER IO A0 A, es WM @ ST
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STAU=Erea forrdea el s

March 18,2013

This feature in Marathi by Jahnavi Sarate which appeared in the Maharashtra
Times is on how the Jat Panchayat was opposing a girl’s education after
marriage and how the girl was even ready to divorce her husband in order to
pursue her education. Her consistent writing had its impact with the Jat
Panchayat actually withdrawing their opposition and accepting the girl’s
right to education.

SIS ATl @, 319 31STel el STd; U Tl STl TErelr=a
HeTaR 33! X T TTRTa TR Fovllehs ¢ el L@ral et feqor
B 37Te FEUL ferett fvr ferean g aretr) afespd e, R 791 Fga™
ST SuTehs 2 1 IRIRIAE hica X fSTealTdiel geretehdsidre
T GHTSTICT Tehl TEU SO o€ Jehrel 371for 3= fereror
BT STAu=Tr=aT foRITd ST foe Taarerer drefagt e,
eI MU 3H Tfe.

T Tl ((Tel Seerel 318 ) & Mrel SHIST e qeul. 31 HIsa
3TISTR! STCTfaaTare 0T Jredelt ST, ST T ar=aT Jrem st
ST AT otl, 9H, & STe-r=l faemen o, &l
Afe el e, Aol Tt ST’ =1 g A dl. 4o
fYTepTaen Gt fiestell, T o HTe 9aR TqedT fad ifirae 2.

Jahnavi Sarate, Maharashtra Times

Jahnavi Sarate writes for the Maharashtra Times, Kolhapur. She won
the award for Best News Feature at the Laad/i Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.

129



HElehgA ST G& girel. fofetm Rreror 8 v A, 18 gArevard
3T, AT, 37T (Huiarer 3™ qfee.

T ALY ST ST Il hicisTall ST AT, FHAT ALl HTHT=AT
HAH! feafatyTa STaueraiehs TehK ohall, AT e
fr1aTeT STeT qIel STEHTE TeTe VIR AT, “3TF=AT STidie
AT FTehTareT a4 31Te. Ta TRl 318, T SIS & 3T Th
A FYAT S8 WX, @ 7 a1 3T e e ot
3T AT 3T frereh STy ST¥Nh S A F it
ST e,

<8 Wdq fi=an gdaaen sfespd A ol a1 IR
T g forean TSeh Ufeet. IR aar I a<ie oAfon
o STSTiT el MR IeIeTd o ARG &8 WXl ST STeT=l a1
ST HThal e,

T el TR 80 & A B, 7, STAq=ae TSl
A 3TEX 38 Wed Gisfag! <a fRrefumen Anf didhe e,/
- ST T
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MM TH TR Lt 1 & 2

October 19,2011

The article raises the issue of how work done by women, whether at home or
outside, is rarely acknowledged and often belittled. The double burden
which working women face is also mentioned. The author has written this in
a lighter vein keeping the urban and rural difference in perspective.

YT I SIoT BT STCTH T 2T 8. . ©: o1 TN 1 DI hT WA
YA 2. .. I3HL IGHI YT, It T e 31 39 33T Hsta-
TSI UTE-TaT U @ 99T & S0 IGh qQ Gl AT,
gehy fafth, SITeX T @MY, S X & 37T el off &g
AT & SR forsTell o1 forey off SRAT 8. 1 A O Golg o T ITH BT &
rofeh-HTS AN, B, Tl | 31T &R T M A eH 5T | Tl <kl
T, Y 15 53 ol 37 ST TRT THRT G 91 37K 'g7h
e ST e €, 3TRER 3ot e i &.. 3R g T afredt off e
2. | O 7 i gore @ e F gl a8 €. WIete & e & 7 T |
@ § 3R A ST T Qi <1 <l 3T T bl Shehy. ..
olleT W1 WelgH & & 03 W.. §gd a8 L @ &.. (Tl T8 @i’
< 3R AT T & ST 8, T el gU).. "8G € IR..Th A
3R F TS ol o 373N AT Tt <hl dfthep 37 o1dl qH Rl ™
@ A | T A fewR 987 &8 el Tl 8, 8 W @ TE <. .9h
ST € AR TRRRT 41 ¢, FEw o § & el &1, 31| ot & Wt
. A 31 1 & o el & fer v ¢

Swati Sharma Shaiwal

Swati Sharma Shaiwal has been writing on gender issues
consistently. This article appeared in Naidunia Media Ltd., Madhya
Pradesh. She won the award for the Best Feature at the Laad/i Media
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.




3T T 1 & WehTlT a1 STe | ST st ATRE § TSy 2|
5k & o A M M T oY g & ST el (emell hH 39 SfRh B
9 TSI T o foTT <11 STt & | SfET &0 Fiehetdl & el o ke
S 3- o€ IR €. g Teh! ‘T fheq’ (1R grell § HehaTd i
T 39N T §U) o T 30 eia il g & el @il 17 WX
T2 39 TR b ey § Teh el Il . | TIal 3o gaTl 3 off 5 W
& QA1 T 3 TR T Y = G B e 2 ik &, et
G o7 el Y ok Tl T of Sl T | iRy F et Uk graiRee
Yor T & 31K 3gen! fmiierdt g3 |t 7 @ (Fed-hed & e A
e Tt 371 TE. 3 ReAeh’ Y gf8 Q ‘gl T ) “d v for
IR YSIyM AR, 39 off Tt ISy & | e | fean &
HIE ‘FHIU-U’ IEY H TH’ HM | G A el oAl § f 9T
2. 9T, STg 1 09 A o (AU & e 1 ARG AR T ©.. | g
3 T o off aTeX ¥ 9 31T 3R &, W forg o ret-=imere,
HosTI-Td & S ST & /S qiEs Fe’ 9 & aga & ST e |
R o R oiifthy & et ifaw’ & O el & g o 3iik
FA FR

TIeTe o aTell a8 o @l 37T ‘redy’ off.. | goe 9 & 3ﬁT${I§:\-
UI& o STATAT Hostl YR o W1 THIE o off W vl iU, a9 &
I IR SITSTIR ) T | O =Tl . 31T @ Rl sg A =i fifelt 8 |
g9 ¥ 9@ ot o 379 T STk 3TH 4 Gh T 93 & @i |
3R 4TS & woqr off 3 | “aTesT g3l S g ‘du’ ¥ o |
3711 GIeTE e aTel o1 o Ief & agd 5 faen ¢, A q it em.. e
ST Qe ST, | SR Y 3@ ol 2. G $ A @ | - of
G FHTTWE | “3T .. 3T S FeRF | it o T TE 2 S vere
IS 3 o1 € 1 T A Gall | T ek He) b1 1 1 | W Y fww
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Teh 37 T GHT TohT & Tohel 3ot & | 3R et & 7 S gan § o3
& S T HIST 3 oo ST 3. .. S e &7 @ e =t @
YT T Shellell ST &1 3H & 7T | 379 fteht & t ae ‘g’ fered)
2, 0% R oXg g T BT HITeT il A0 e AT A & A A
qhd B

3 iRt o) Ol 31 3 s &Nl & Siferet Ureld gU & ) T
S 1 & 1 & | SAW T ol wedl b 99 i h forq e @
@ ot T WS T SR et feE™ o e @ e d @
A ST 8 | e I AHL-=TehT € wifeh 3TepT ol <@ 1 IS 2 |
ftAT T 92T SR, & X Y GeTiae X ... g fo oft vm
TSAT 2.... | “fepal o el & AR 3 feer el & a’ § S
et T GTTT .. | T AT o |rer o1ST THa Tl § Hehdll me el
T8 < Giee € | e W ARk 3 g AR gleed .. e S T e
O it o Tl TS sram et el 1e”
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A Tog.. oSl HawTTh !

August 18,2011

The story in Marathi talks about the plight of women waste-pickers in
Mumbai; their working condition and health problems. Waste-picking is a
caste and gender-based activity of the urban poor. These women work in
unhygienic conditions and are socially marginalized. Their role in keeping
the city clean is often overlooked by the people. Their efforts at getting
together to form a group through NGOs working in some suburbs in Mumbai
has been taken note of by the Government and efforts are being made to
improve their lot.

IS <3, IagLal 379 3T Hdi= Jadae saFagLd Hd-ar
W&y A1 AAifed Afeeied ATel. HTBERIET AT Ha-ATd WEIQ
Seetd el 3R, SIS foeha 3fuielell o el SIeheiehid
AEATA I o AT 3UHT 3 RTARN ST o I G
FHLATT. SERT hed M oo a8y RErAfherT e
Ifshal ITSAUATEIE! a1 Afgell 3Tcaid Hevarel H{Hen! ssflerd TEdId.
SRR WEEUa Hap el Seu-A1 BTG Higelgos
YSEREA HEFTRAHeT SheeeTqe Yoy Sie 3718, quT e
T G HIH VTS YTABIER el S HTar.

TTAT I 9T, |0 e hicbghg Sietat 31T, Urdter Ui+ 31g,
FEghSIdiel & YMHUATHIS! FIATd STHUT el T STl
HITE, hie d TAME! G JUEu HI0T 9181 Fielehs fagd

Amita Bade, Prahaar

Amita Bade has been writing a regular column “Mahila” for many
years now. She writes about the diverse aspects of the lives of women
and the problems faced by them. She works with Prahaar. She won
the award for the Best Column at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.
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YA, TH=ATehe e Y el e STl Yol foerd . iehi-t
e fEoel FerT Medl e caTer 3eXfate eom-ar A Afgcien
BRREERSEIRE R

ST FRSTUT STeg] ARGy ST degl a1 ¥l Afgeti= fead g&
Bl el oAl HOMN-AT HeMRUlcheal S arge=ar Tl
FEIGerae Ha Ml HOGME! 1 Tl IS, ST
fordmIeiel sherighes YA ATl STEvash o e a1 Mal
AT . FoolT e8] e STCATER HAT ATl ST SO el 379 -
I T TR0 P, I H Qe a8, deed,
A ST YehTCell el GHTHe Tihaard! qrdedrd. & M
T STAMT AT 3Tk TSI FHER STE AN 379, 907 &
SUSTIfadre WM TG Age T TRIQIATN J &1 id &=
e faemauar=h = ¥<us §& 319d.

- faehl AR AT STEUR AR ¢ Y A S S
BRI 37TR. AT Aecl Had e ST STUiiHe Sl Fld ST i
RIS T TR 3TRed. AR, &0, & AaRedn
SATSTIHT AT WA ST AN 31T =l SR T
3TEHH 3Tt 3TTR. | AT LTl AFTIR T SO R 0-3 Y4
fehell el UIEIaR STgd =ATel AR 3TFedH U138, dhekel fofeht ¥
il @S Gied hid YA, =N & STudrEl geye urgd A1
FHORATE Al SH oA+ AEdel g 4 ohell 318, o
Hegd B! Yoo GH-aadh 1. JuTel FIGH I = Tehl-
Il R A=UT-AT Agelie ITH WA bl 3R, HSHA Foa
Hagd HeRl JEu-aT Yo o Afgell HHfad SMeT 3TgH, T ¥ 3
TS IR 37T
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e TMedl e TATaLo FARAT Sauarean a1 Afgciean M Hed
AL U3 faSehI AT 9, hdalel! Ul SHRdi Ty el
M HLATE HH A1 Afeel T feet 37, 1 foshrl § 3 o=
AfgeT HeRl Modl FLUATERIERT T THd-a19 Gd GIR HL0aT
HTHE! T L.

A h ] IS FUhR 7181 TTe ATETS! SYTH 3Tk He
T 3T, JUATAT HTIG-hlel- T HeII+ GEATd hedHa el
el U AT HEH-AT T3 I F& el STAY (6
3T, AT 3TUH TAb FUH il T ehel] HaeIH TS
TS HI TATTHT Shedl . gefehe eIl §-41 UBIF 99 Mg a1
gog offtt Tl geRdlal R HeRaud HEH-AHS I
FHANHACITITAT AIST BAHR AN 3778, U1 Toieh shaid o

= Y r

.
ek

Journalist Amita Bade receiving the Award from Chhavi Rajawat, Sarpanch of Soda village of Rajasthan.
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fren STS[R! for=I ettt A1l WIS Gei=an ATeaHIqd Tehd 33,
TIRUIT- 1 AT A= T = ST} S ol SIiTet Sreav) Y16 ol 3718, &
A AT T GehiIcHeh ME 37R.

T, Wacis, JareH 3. .

ST TMESA STRA Tl Al FHelio=eh Afgti=al HereHTel
ST, el T TehI] SRR THS[ el or=Ion-AT Jieel Tod
ST, QU SRl R 7 AFl §H:g=1 ST r=areh Harg
AT ST hlcssil BUIMTIS! Teh HisTed fetf-eh =retere ST
T AT HTT STercile Hevel Yaed ol Wiaehil UreidTel 4eh siedl
SR oA STGTEHES SIS 3T FHR A JelleaT S Seh sareetr
gEard ohell. T R 3-¢¥ 1 aud & aid STHeAes 3TN Jail
3T, FRTeroei i Jaire Sl ST

1. I HIGH, TH-ah, TITh! eeHT, Td) §a fawe §7ee 1q

formeT §7Te8 A1 WA FHeloeeh Hfgeli=al Hele=a1 STedel 3.
-7 A STHTR] Ao T AU ST 22 AT, ol Ml e
IS fale & AN, TR HS@R RUH UG el faweer
7l AT STh! Hea gel ST =T 7 UM forTeh Jes
ST JF T, FHerlaeeh Afgctiedl HetyMe= Il shedray
ol et A=A 3Y Ufeed ifest, A1 for=ire=r formet e =i
L STEIE LI 3. I SIearedie fGu aref w
[T, FeBTel AT T ST Yot i GURGUiad sietd ST,
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Kutch Mitra’s campaign in Gujarati covers an array of different issues relating
to women and gender like detailed information about the Domestic Violence
Act and the recourse available under it and how to claim the same, the
mindset of society which while on one hand wants to ape the western
culture, on the other hand denies women freedom even to use mobiles or go
out alone. The campaign calls for a change urging women to be
economically, physically and mentally strong.

AY5d Al sl Yool 2090-2941 83g (Sl 2 Heyell vis
¢3¢3 &l 241 2 % G| Al sAled] Yoyl M5 2239 Sl YA D 3
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2ol 200l RAM 244 Aefl Al 2edt RARadR v 4y 8. 9l Ao
stiaeidil Ysi: fleaiiedl did B8] 6. Auiogel A Ul H(AA ciead
HI2Y 595 1553 Ug* O AU [RH1dd 4. 2 RH1Ue 234l HHiyal]
21101131 ] YA A4 AR 15 012 YU 2.

Lyl 30424130 2414 I 44 [z Deil R a5 Hellary . Jusi ARy
301 U4 15 3 00—y Aoitlg B, 0 Aeidl A 4AD AR % 0
Al u2-l G13 9. 42 % Lyl Sy % AHU Qe 215 531880l Ay
Al 20021 013 @214 245 212 Uefid 524,

211 Rl gl A1) 245 oloid 24 €9 3 Al Add URdAdH 2Aidg 8. 81, )
ald A1 €9 § d GIEdId ES5IAMHS A4 ASIRAHS G Il €9, drll A YR

Kutch Mitra

Kutch Mitra won the award for the Best Campaign at the
g rlt et m 28 ezt | Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender

sw “x Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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Electronic Media

Surrogate Maa

Neetu Rana’s documentary in Hindi ’Surrogate Maa’ analyses the pros and
cons of surrogacy. Her interviews with women staying in the Surrogate
House reveal the socio-economic compulsions behind women choosing to
become surrogate mothers. She also brings out the mindset of people who
want their own biological child and opt for surrogacy which makes the
Surrogate House a place full of hope and life for both, the surrogate mother as
well as the biological parents. She also exposes the flipside where surrogacy
becomes a means for exploiting women who are forced to be surrogates at
the cost of their health.

Neetu Rana, IBN 7, Delhi

Neetu Rana won the award for the Best Feature at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Northern Region.

Vidhi Vanchitalu

In Mehboonnagar district of Andhra Pradesh, the cruel and medieval
practice of marrying girls from poor and backward communities to the
village deity and then sexually abusing them still continues. These girls are
called joginis and are treated as sex commodities by men. Their children
often grow up as orphans. The efforts of NTV awakened the administration
and efforts are now being made to stop this inhuman practice.

Swaroopa Potlapally, NTV

Swaroopa Potlapally works with NTV. She won the award for the
Best News Feature (Telugu) at the Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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Reporting on Gender-based
Violence and Discrimination

Electronic Media

Ee Vedana Inkennallu

Indian tradition still considers widowhood a curse, an aberration, and a
misfortune of gigantic proportions. Widows are considered an economic and
social burden, and while some are relegated to a life of seclusion in their own
homes, others are evicted by their family to prevent them from inheriting
money or property. Widows don’t have many social rights within the family.
The programme in Telugu talked about putting a stop to the current practice
of isolation and exploitation.

Padma Vangapally, 10TV

Padma Vangapally is the producer of Maanavi programme of 10 TV.
She won the Best Documentary Award at the Laadli Media and
Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.

Jautuka Na Jibana

Dowry as a social evil has been spreading especially among so called
educated and enlightened people who instead of directly demanding dowry
are resorting to new and novel methods of extracting gold, money, vehicle,
etc. from the girl’s family. As anchor of JAUTUKA NA JIBANA’, a programme
in Oriya, Rakhi, by talking to a father who lost his daughter to this social evil
as also getting experts to mediate, forcefully put forth the message that such
commercialization of marriages can only lead to sorrow and disaster. She
also highlighted the fact that while earlier in tribal society dowry was not in
existence, now it has become rampantamong tribals too.

Rakhi Ghosh, Naxatra News

Rakhi Ghosh handles two programmes independently for Naxatra
News channel including Rahaa focusing on issues on women and
children. She won the award for the Best Topical Programme Award
at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2012-13, Eastern Region.
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Jeevo Manav Gaurav thi

These 89 episodes in Gujarati on contemporary social issues highlighted
sexual harassment, domestic violence, dowry, rape, etc. Presented in face to
face interaction of invited studio audience with specialists and activists, this
programme generated awareness about redressal mechanism and legal
options available to women.

Manisha Sharma, Doordarshan Gujarat

Manisha Sharma is a writer and reporter. She has made documentary
films on various topics. She won the award for the Best Issue Based
Programme at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2011-12, Western Region.

Satakshi: Save the Girl Child

This was a 94.3 MY FM Initiative for the girl. Alittle girl was found cryingina
dustbin and the FM team helped find her a home and mobilized sponsors for
her education and medical aid. By presenting this story in a song based
format the programme in Hindi managed to sensitise listeners towards the
girl child.

94.3 MYFM, Rajasthan

94.3 MYFM won the Best Issue Based Radio Programme at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Western Region.
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Analysing Policies
and Programmes

There is no dearth of laws, policies and programmes in the country and most of these
are meant to protect women from discrimination and violence as well as ensure that
they are able to exercise their rights that are enshrined in the Constitution. Yet, at the
level of implementation we find many lacunae. Lack of awareness among women
about their rights, legal provisions and entitlements under various programmes, the
patriarchal mindsets of the implementers who subvert the very purpose of the legal and
other provisions to deny women their rights, and other cross cutting issues of class,
caste etc. are responsible for the continuing violence and discrimination against
women in spite of the existing laws and programmes. There are also contradictions and
gaps in the laws which need to be debated and brought into the public domain.

Media can play a major role as a watch dog on effective implementation of laws,
policies and programmes, provide in depth insight into issues in implementation and
finally highlight the cases where they have been effectively implemented benefitting
women as they are meant to.

While Satya Prakash brings to the women readers all their legal entitlements in an
interesting fashion, Tejaswini Pagadala looks at the Child Marriage Act and the issues
in its effective implementation. Vishnai Vittal on the other hand explores the class bias
in development investments, with governments prioritizing cost intensive mega
projects over inclusive development that gives equal importance to the survival issues
of the poor and marginalized.

Kulsum Mustafa and Shirish Khare present two positive case studies and write
about an innovative livelihood project i.e goat rearing and how the empowered
women Panchayat members are being instrumental in transforming the villages in
Bundelkhand district of Madhya Pradesh respectively.

Even when laws and regulations are in place it is often not easy to get justice. Vinay
Deshpande narrates the struggle of a woman to get justice in a sexual harassment case
while Saswathi Ghosh takes us through the Rana Plaza fire tragedy that exposed the
exploitative working conditions of women garment workers and calls attention of the
Government and Industry to revisit the sector and see where things are going wrong.
Mahua Das’s feature underlines the difficulties in rehabilitating the trafficked girls due to
the social prejudices against them and the need to look at solutions that empower them.

Amarjit Gill and Prajakta Dhulap focus on efforts to stop Pre-birth Sex Selection in
Bibipur Village of Haryana and in Maharashtra respectively. Ram Tarun and Kishtiah
Nandagiri focus on the hurdles in accessing and reaching school services to children
in remote rural areas while Shai Venkatramana compares two conflict ridden areas —
Gadchiroli and Jammu & Kashmir to underscore the point that quality services
could be provided even in conflict areas if we have a people centric approach to
service delivery.



Print and Web Media

Getting Her Goat:

Food and Finance Come on Four Legs
March 26, 2011

The article outlines how impoverished women can overcome poverty by
rearing goats and in the process improve their own nutritional intake. This
has been done with the assistance of Goat Trust whose chief focus is to
promote goat-based livelihoods.

Her bright red woollen sweater, multi-coloured glass bead necklace and a
pair of anklets lay in the corner of the thatch-roofed hut. There was a pall of
gloom hanging heavy in the air. Seven-month-old Jhumri, around whom the
entire family had rallied ever since she was born, was severely unwell - she
had caught a severe cold and stomach infection. All the family members
were frantic. Unfortunately, despite the tender care, Jhumri did not survive
the infection.

Even today when Hakikun, 50, remembers the suffering her beloved goat
went through, she has tears in her eyes. "She was the most loved of my five
goats. She died because | did not have money for her treatment," she says,
tears rolling down her wrinkled face.

One may wonder why Hakikun is so emotionally attached to her goats, but
her love for these hardy animals is not surprising considering that they
supplement her income. Not only do they help her make ends meet, they
allow her to provide better for her children — Currently, only her youngest
11-year-old son lives with her, though she has married off two daughters and
her two older sons have moved away from the village. Hailing from
Madanapuri, a village located 50 kilometres from Rae Bareili district in
India’s most populous state of Uttar Pradesh, Hakikun works hard the whole
day as a daily wage labourer only to earn a paltry sum. But her goats chip in —
she can sell their milk and earn a few extra rupees. Over the years, Hakikun

Kulsum Mustafa, www.boloji.com

Kulsum Mustafa has over 30 years of experience in journalism
and is the Secretary General of Media Nest, an organisation involved
with media persons’ welfare. She won the award for the Best Feature
at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,
Northern Region.
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has played mother to several kids and goats and that’s why Jhumri’s death is
mourned like that of a precious family member. To Hakikun, Jhumri’s loss is
both an emotional and financial blow.

"Women in poor households in rural areas as well as some urban pockets of
the state have been keeping goats as a supplementary livelihood source.
However, goat rearing has never taken the form of an enterprise because
aspects like marketing, veterinary services, feeds and breeding have never
been looked into seriously," says Sanjeev Kumar, the founder secretary of
Goat Trust.

Headquartered in UP’s capital Lucknow, the Trust has a presence in five
states, and their chief focus is in promoting goat-based livelihoods. "The Trust
has been working towards organising this sector for over a decade now,"
informs Kumar, who has a degree in livestock product and management.

After working as a livestock researcher for several years, in 1998 Kumar
decided to use his expertise to help women form Self Help Groups (SHGs)
around dairy farming. That goats can provide food security, nutrition and
employment, especially for women, was something he learned while
working with rural women. "l have to thank Ram Dulari, an illiterate village
woman from Rajasthan, for drawing my attention to the economic benefits of
rearing goats instead of cows for dairy farming," says Kumar.
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Over a decade ago, he had initiated a group loan for some poor women in
Alwar district in Rajasthan to pursue dairy farming but the scheme
unfortunately failed because there was a severe drought that year. Angry and
fearful of how they would pay back the bank, Ram Dulari had lashed out at
him, saying, "You have got us into this mess. You made us dream big —telling
us that rearing cows would be beneficial. But our little goats are much better
any day. They are easy to rear, eat so much less and still give two litres of milk
every day."

This angry outburst remained with Kumar. He realised that the goat was the
animal for the poor, especially for poor women. Which is why he decided to
set up the Goat Trust, with the help of a few friends and an initial investment
of just Rs. 5,000 (US$ 1 = Rs. 45.1). The Trust was formally registered in
Lucknow in 2008.

Today, it has partnered with 26 small non government organisations (NGOs)
that work in UP, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh. Across the five states, they have partners in 145 villages, who have
trained over 2,500 women as goat rearers and promoted 125 special goat
nurses. Financial aid is provided with the assistance of the Sir Dorabji
Tata Trust.

While focusing on creating awareness about goat rearing, the Trust works
towards engendering good breeds, marketing and research. Regular training
workshops on goat specific livestock diseases are also organised, where
women friendly techniques of training are employed. For instance, the
colour coding of medicines —a mixture of allopathy and herbal medicines —
helps in easy identification. Women trained as goat nurses are given a
primary goat healthcare kit and the Trust regularly updates information on
preventative health care and good practices. The women are also taught
marketing techniques, which includes traditional selling methods so that
they have the confidence to sell goats without waiting for a male member to
be present.

Hakikun and others have benefited tremendously from this. Hakikun
received three days goat management training and money through the
revolving fund initiated by the partner NGO - Vishwas Sanstha. The
revolving fund is provided through the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust to women who
have been organised in Self Help Groups. Further, the Goat Trust has trained
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a woman from her village as a goat nurse, who provides regular appropriate
healthcare service for a nominal price.

Then there’s Hayeda Begum from Khale Ka Purva hamlet in Rahi block of Rae
Bareli, who in December 2010 was able to get a fair price for her male kid —
her training allowed her to negotiate the price of Rs. 2,550. She says, “Live
body weight pricing enabled me to assess the real price and negotiate well.
Assessment of price had intrigued me for years, but it turned out to be quite
simple and it helped me take a stand with the local traders."

Goat rearing may still not be a full-fledged livelihood option — it is mostly for
supplementing family income — but goats have definitely ensured the food
security of many impoverished households. They have escaped hunger and
disease just because they have a goat to take care of their dietary needs.
Goats have also proven to be a ready source of cash for buying ornaments or
clothes or paying the school fees. And had it not been for goat milk, children
in many villages that have benefitted from the Goat Trust’s work, would never
have known the taste of milk, since the big cooperative dairies buy up all the
buffalo and cow milk available in these villages.

To women like Hakikun and Ram Dulari, these hardy creatures are indeed
their reason for empowerment and well-being — they give them financial
security, put food on their table and, yes, allow them to dream of a good life
for their children.
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Poor Sidelined in Mega-Project Frenzy

July 23,2010

This web report is a detailed investigation of how Government Schemes
bypass the disempowered.

They are the ones who go out in a majority on election day and vote. But very
little has been done for Bengaluru’s poor. This is the second in a series of
two articles.

"I don’t want my daughter to make the same mistakes | made", says 35-year-
old Selvi P., a domestic worker who married at the early age of 19 to Pazhani,
who then used to work at a petrol bunk. Against her family’s wishes, Selvi
married the man she was determined to spend the rest of her life with.

But her happiness was short-lived as her husband soon took to alcohol and
beat her up regularly. Selvi even suffered fractures due to this domestic
abuse. At one point in time, she was at the brink of ending her life by
drowning herself in Ulsoor lake, after her husband poured a can of kerosene
on her.

A few years ago, Pazhani, who used to work as a painter, suffered a stroke,
thanks to his profuse drinking. His left hand was paralysed as a result, forcing
him to quit working.

He briefly attended a rehabilitation programme and has since quit drinking.
Selvi hopes that he will one day go back to work and bring home some
money. Meanwhile she continues to work in a house in Ulsoor where she
earns about Rs. 500 a month. Her weak bones, that have borne the brunt of
her alcoholic husband, allow herto do very little work.

To the better-off, English-schooled citizens, this will seem like a classic story,
heard time and again from their own domestic helps or their neighbours. But
Selvi’s story does notend.

Vaishnavi Vittal, bangalore.citizenmatters.in

Vaishnavi Vittal earlier used to write for Citizen Matters. Now she

has switched from print journalism to broadcast journalism and is

with NEWS X. She won the award for the Best Investigative Report

at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,
Southern Region.
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She doesn’t want her daughter Savita P and sons, Pramod Kumar and Prathish
Kumar, to suffer like her. "l never studied, at least my children should study
and live a good life", she says, teary-eyed.

Luckily for Selvi, she has been able to educate her children with no worries,
because of financial assistance from a local non-governmental organisation
called Ashwini Charitable Trust (ACT), based in Ulsoor. ACT targets children
in and around low-income neighbourhoods of Ulsoor, and supports them till
they are gainfully employed.

About the plight of those like her who are stricken with poverty, Selvi says,
"The government nods their head for everything but they do nothing for us"

Ask her why the government doesn’t do anything for the poor in Bengaluru
and she says, "Facilities are given to those who already have something.
Those who don’t have anything, continue to not have anything."

Selvi’s not alone in feeling like this. For the lakhs in Bengaluru who are
economically weak, the sentiments running are similar.

In Bangalore east’s Byappanahalli, work is progressing at a fast-pace at the
site of the metro rail station, scheduled to be finished by the year-end. A few
hundred metres from here, on Old Byappanahalli Road, lives 25-year-old
Kalaivani with her husband and four children.

On a recent trip to Mysore, Selvi saw the campus of IT major Infosys. Since then it is her dream that her
daughter Savita works there. Photo: Vaishnavi Vittal
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Every morning, just before dawn, Kalaivani goes out to the bushes nearby to
attend nature’s call. "One side is fear of snakes. The other side is fear of
someone staring", she says. With no toilets/bathrooms in the settlement
where she lives, the women folk are forced to leave their modesty behind and
use the opento relieve themselves.

The men get into lots of fights, says her neighbour 28-year-old Annamalai,
when they catch anyone staring at their women behind the bushes. He
explains that the government cannot even build toilets for them because they
live on land that belongs to the Railways.

The "trum shed’ (an informal name the neighbourhood has acquired) site
where he, Kalaivani and 400 other families live, adjacent to the railway line,
has seen no improvement ever since Annamalai can remember.

"Government Ignores us because We aren’t Educated and Rich”

For the underprivileged in Bengaluru, the fight for survival is a daily affair.
While you can easily get water at your doorstep, they still walk a mile for a
pot of water. While you go to a private hospital for your check-up, they go to
the dilapidated dispensary nearby. While you shop at the local supermarket
for your groceries, they buy rice and wheat infested with worms. As cliché as
all this may sound, it remains true today in a Bengaluru that has otherwise
made its mark on the ‘global map’.

Annamalai says the apathy of the state government and local city council is
due to vote-bank politics. He points out that in the recent BBMP council
elections, it was only the poor who went out and voted. "Why do rich people
not go out and vote? Because they have everything. If | had everything, even |
wouldn’t have bothered to go out and vote", he expresses. The relative rise in
voter turnout from the better-off citizens during the past two years in
Bengaluru clearly has notimpressed Annamalai.

So why do the city’s elected representatives ignore the very people who have
helped them come to power? Stark poverty in a remote part of the country
may perhaps be easier for everyone to be blind to. But when it’s glaring and
right next door, how do local politicians and government officials get by? The
poor themselves feel itis because they aren’t educated.

Suresh A., who lives in Rajendranagar, a well-known low-income
neighbourhood in the posh Koramangala locality of south Bengaluru, says,
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Residents of trum shed on Old Byappanahalli enjoy direct to home satellite television. But basic amenities
like toilets are still a far cry for them. Photo: Vaishnavi Vittal

"Education is the number one factor." Himself a high school dropout,
25-year-old Suresh says it is because the poor are uneducated that the

governmentignores them.

M. Manjula, who works as a domestic help in Ulsoor in central Bengaluru
also feels the same way. "We are not educated. That’s why the government
doesn’tdo anything for us", she says. It is for this reason that she wants a good
education for her children. "l want my son to work in a bank and my daughter
to become a doctor."

These parents feel that their children will not have to live the life they have
had to, if they get a decent education. "Children should study well and do
well. They should not have to shed tears like us", says 30-year-old Parvati, a
mother of two.

And it isn’t just the adults who feel that it is the lack of education that is a
cause for poverty. Speaking to students sponsored by ACT, strong remarks
come out on why their mothers and fathers have lived under the shadow
of poverty.

13-year-old Gayathri, a ninth standard student of Maharishi Agastya
Vidyalaya (located in Ulsoor’s S. C. Garden), is very plain in her mind why
some women become domestic workers and others don’t. People work as
maids because they haven't studied, she says. "Education is needed."
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On the other hand there are some amongst the poor who don’t stop there.
They feel that the government has ignored the poor because they are busy
pleasing the rich. "Government supports only rich people because of
money", says Shilpa P., 17, a 1st pre-university (PU) student. Her friend
Manju M. also feels similarly saying, "Government is not doing anything for
us because we don’thave money."

Sangeetha R. says the government takes advantage of people being poor,
and therefore does nothing for them. Swathi V. feels the government
doesn’t help the poor because they think the poor aren’t vocal enough
about their problems. "The government thinks we can’t question them.
If anyone questions them, they’ll just pay them to keep quiet", says the
15-year-old student.

Talking to these youngsters, it’s clear that their own realities are shaping their
ideas about "'what government is’ itself. Still, they think someone high up in
politics will listen to them. "If | get a chance to speak to a 'big’ person I'll ask
them to look into our needs", says Swathi.

Poor Governance and Inequitable Use of Funds

So at a time when Bengaluru continues to grow at a fast pace and there is an
increase in the influx of migrants, what do people in city politics and
grassroots work feel are the reasons for basic amenities still not reaching
the poor?

Earlier this year, low-income citizens of Mathikere were provided temporary
housing under this flyover, as their houses were being demolished for
road-widening.

N. P. Samy, President of the Karnataka Kolageri Nivasigala Samyukta
Sanghatane (KKNSS), says education is the key. KKNSS is a state-level slum-
dwellers federation, started by slum-dwellers, to fight for their rights and their
place in society. "Without education, no society can go forward", stresses
Samy, who also believes that the lack of committed bureaucrats and
politicians results in no opportunities for those who need them the most.

BJP’s Jayanagar constituency MLA B. N. Vijaykumar, who has been
appreciated for his serious-minded local initiatives over the past two years,
says the system isn't working because of "useless" government officials.
"Everyone thinks politicians are above government officials. It's not the
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reality. Take the case of a food inspector or a clerk, they’ll do what they want.
They are lazy, incompetent", he says, adding that they need to be motivated
to work, which initself a laborious task.

Former MLA and present corporator of Hanumanthnagar (Ward 155),
K. Chandrashekar also blames it on the bureaucracy. "The bureaucracy is not
introducing schemes in a proper manner. That’s why it’s not reaching the
right places. Many people are not aware of the benefits", he opines.

But co-founder of Bangalore-based not-for-profit Janaagraha, Ramesh
Ramanathan, feels that the problem is with the way government institutions
are designed, where there’s no single agency looking into the needs of the
urban poor. In Bangalore, for example, you have the Karnataka Slum
Clearance Board, BBMP, BWSSB, BDA and so on, most of them not working
in coordination with one another, making the system more complex, says
Ramanathan. (Janaagraha works with citizens and the government to
improve urban governance).

"If there is a problem in a slum and you approach the local corporator, he
can’t do much. A corporator cannot control the slum board because it
doesn’t come under the corporation. He can probably use influence, that’s
all", says Ramanathan, explaining where the problem lies.

He also feels that prioritisation of funds is not equitable and transparent.
"We see arbitrary decisions being made. So many crores are allocated for
metro rail. In the process of prioritising, it is always the poor who are
affected", he adds.

Bangalore-based filmmaker and political ecologist Pankaj Gupta also
echoes this opinion. "Just look at the investments - at public expense - being
made for connecting up Electronic city, the IT hub in Outer Ring Road, and
the ITPL. Look at the investments being made to keep the airport
well-connected", says Gupta.

Gupta’s and Ramanathan’s views are insights into a system lacking in a
balance of priorities. It is noteworthy that teenagers Shilpa and Manju of
Ulsoor already summed up the same sense in their own way earlier in this
report: the government has ignored the poor because they are busy pleasing
therich.
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Mega Projects Versus Pro-Poor Policy
So where should change in the city begin from, for real improvementto reach
the poor?

Gupta feels that a good and responsible governance is what is required.

Ramanathan says it all needs to begin with collection of data from which the
deficit can be measured. He explains that there is no accurate data on how
many slums there are in Bangalore. "The slum board does have some data but
itis not comprehensive. How difficultis itto have an accurate list?", he asks.

The collection of data should include information on the number of
households, electricity connections, toilets, access to bus stops and so on.
"We keep talking about parking for two-wheelers and four-wheelers. My wife
(Swati Ramanathan who co-founded Janaagraha) wrote a report where she
asks about parking for pushcarts and autos".

It is estimated that the population of the poor is more than 15 lakhs in this
growing metropolis. While the city and state’s decision-makers are hosting
investor meets and having sleepovers at the Vidhana Soudha, very little is
being done for the underprivileged.

So at one end of the spectrum lie mega projects like metro rail, road-
widening, signal free corridors and so on. At the other end lie Selvi and her
lot, who, in their large numbers are major contributors of low-priced labour
to Bengaluru’s economy. For now, in the midst of high-rise buildings,
shopping malls and multi-national companies, the Selvis continue to
struggle to make ends meet. Their hope: a better life for their children.
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Battling Predators at Work
January 23,2013

The Vishaka guidelines were meant to counter sexual harassment in the
office but women employees who complain often end up fighting a
lonely battle. The report deals with the case of a woman who was harassed at
the workplace and refused to keep quiet about it. Lacunae in laws and
implementation make it extremely difficult to seek justice in sexual
harassment cases.

This is the story of a woman who allegedly suffered sexual harassment at her
workplace, a multi-national company, but did not give up the fight even after
the organisation suspended and later dismissed her.

Activists have lamented how women who choose to fight the demon of
sexual harassment at the workplace are often targeted. In cases where they
decide to struggle alone, they are shown the door. Lack of strong protective
legislation worsens their plight.

To hear her tell it, the case of 32-year-old Rama Lobo (name changed to
protect identity) was no different. She is now entangled in a maze of cases
and counter-cases running in various courts, nearly a year-and-half after she
was suspended from service. But this mother of two children has not given
up. Nor has herfamily, which is backing her.

Rama Lobo joined Godrej Hicare Ltd. on December 1, 2005. The division
merged with ISS Integrated Facility Private Limited, a Denmark-based MNC,
in April 2009. She worked with ISS Hicare Private Limited, a Pest
Management Service provider which is a part of ISS Group — one of the
world’s largest facility services providers with a presence in Europe, Asia,
USA and Australia. The company is fighting the sexual harassment and unfair
dismissal charges in courtand has also filed a defamation case against her.

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit, The Hindu

Vinaya Deshpande is Principal Correspondent with The Hindu in
Mumbeai. She won the award for Best Investigative Crime Story at
the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2012-13,Western Region.
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Ms. Lobo worked in the HR (Human Resource) department and was a top
performer with consistently good ratings, so much so that her organisation
even funded her e-MBA programme by paying Rs. 3 lakhs. According to her,
things changed when a new person joined the organisation in 2010 at a very
senior position in the HR department. Ms. Lobo’s boss, who used to report to
him, resigned abruptly. And she then found herself shifted to various
sections, kept without work for some time, and allegedly given hints about
“performing as per expectations.”

Every time she was put on a new task which she had not done earlier, she
took it as a challenge and excelled at the job — something admitted to by her
colleagues and bosses including senior HR personnel.

But the hints did not stop and one day, when she wanted to know why she
wasn’t being promoted despite good performance, she was allegedly told
that mere performance was not sufficient, and that she needed to sit after
office hours for getting promoted.

“On June 29, 2011, [My boss] told me, "You don’t understand how to get
promotions, you are very hardworking and honest and your performance is
excellent, but this is not enough, | told you before also, you have to use your
body and your nose, mouth and tongue to get things done and to go up the
ladder.” While talking about all this, he pressed his hand against my hand and
gestured very seductively,” Ms. Lobotold The Hindu .

Unable to bear it, she says she screamed at him and stormed out of his office

to the nearest police station to register a complaint. Her office staff persuaded
her not to file a police complaint, fearing the reputation of the company
would be scarred. A senior management official assured her that her
complaint would be heard by the internal committee for investigating
sexual harassment.

But while hearing her case on June 30, the company allegedly flouted the
Supreme Court’s guidelines under the Vishaka judgment, as also its internal
regulations under the firm’s sexual harassment policy.

The confidentiality clause was breached even as the top management held a
meeting with female staffers later and told them that Ms. Lobo had raised a
sexual harassment complaint as she was unhappy at not being promoted,
and that the accused person was not at fault. The internal committee, which
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signed its report on July 5, concluded that Ms. Lobo’s allegations
were untrue.

When asked by The Hindu in a detailed email about the alleged flouting of
norms and other pertinent queries, ISS Hicare responded, “We wish to state
at the outset that the matter is sub judice and hence, we do not wish to give
any comment at this juncture. The allegations are completely false and
baseless. In fact the accused person [has] already filed a defamation suit
againstMs. Lobo [name changed] and it is accepted by the court.”

Itis, ultimately, the case of a high performer turned into a “dull, lazy, adamant
and non-cooperative” employee. She had also “brought disrepute” to the
company by escalating the matter to the senior management of the parent
company outside the country. The company, which, she claims, initially
promised her an apology letter and a promotion later suspended her before
sacking her unceremoniously, on August 13, 2012 after deciding her
complaintwas untrue.

“I was only talking about my dignity. | demanded a safe working
environment. If | brought the injustice to the notice of my own seniors in the
parent company, how did | bring disrepute to the company,” she asked.

Women'’s rights activists have pointed out that the organisations generally
view such cases from the perspective of the company’s prestige and not as
breach of an individual employee’s right to dignity and safety, leading to
skewed attitudes and hushing up of such cases.

It was the Bombay High Court which came to the rescue of Ms. Lobo.

On the basis of a writ petition filed by her, it directed the police to register a
First Information Report in the case and directed the company to reformulate
a committee as per the Vishaka guidelines to investigate charges of sexual
harassment.

The company has filed counter-cases of defamation and extortion against her

and her husband.

The accused has also filed a defamation case against her in a local court. The
proceedings in all the cases continue.
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Child Marriages: When Laws Betray Children...

November 12,2012

This article explains how despite the presence of laws our country is unable
to solve the riddle of child marriages and age of consent, which has left even
the courts confused.

You wouldn’t know she’s a widow until you spend over an hour talking to
her about her family. In the midst of this, Asma suddenly begins gasping for
breath as she cries copiously. Her smudged kajal defines the stream in
which her tears flow down her rosy cheeks. Her puffed up eyes reflect the
tiredness on her face. As if she has cried the night before | met her.
Recollecting her husband'’s death, the 40-year-old woman says bluntly “he
died of cardiac arrest.”

Splashing water on her face, in a morbid tone, she says: “I'm not crying
because he died. I'm upset because he hasn’t written the property on my
name.” She continues “How should | take care of all the children? | do not
work. So, where will | get the money from?” The irksome expression was an
indication of a harrowing life she underwent after her wedding.

“Why should I cry for him?” she asks, adding that she was robbed of
childhood because she was married off at the age of 13 to Sajid, a man 23
years older than her. Gradually unravelling her wedding diaries, Asma says
“This man had come to Hyderabad from Oman. He stayed at a motel which
was a stone’s throw away from my house in Old City.”

Being a “richie rich”, he managed to win over my parents by offering
monetary help during difficult times, she reveals. In return, he wanted me,
she says. “My marriage was a transaction and | was the commodity,” Asma
reveals. A victim of domestic violence, Asma was taken to Oman after her
wedding with Sajid.

Tejaswini Pagadala, www.countercurrents.org

Tejaswini Pagadala is with Deccan Chronicle and her passion lie
in covering and reporting on human rights. She has written on child
sex abuse, sex education, human trafficking, Dalit rights and
deprivation and child marriage. She won the award for the Best
Feature at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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“He had three wives and 16 children. The old man wanted me only for sex,”
she laments, adding that she has three kids with him.

Six months after her wedding, Asma told her husband that she wanted to go
back to Hyderabad. “He said yes to that. | was happy | wouldn’t be in chains
anymore.” He used to visit us one or twice a year, she reveals.

Taking a deep breath, she says “Hum logon mein ye sab chalte rehta!
Bahut Shadiyaan hote yahan tho, (It is a common practice among us,
Muslims. Child marriages are rampant in Old City),” in the native
Hyderabadi Hindi language.

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA) of 2006 states thata “child” or
minor under this law is defined as someone below 18 years of age, in the case
of girlsand 21 years, in the case of boys.

Under the Act, a male adult above 18 years of age, who marries a child, shall
be punishable with rigorous imprisonment extending to two years or with a
fine of uptoRs.1 lakh or both.

“Whoever performs, conducts, directs or abets a child marriage, including
parents or an organisation will also face similar punishment,” it says.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) defines a child as a person
below 18 years and identifies the rights of children. A woman’s right to free
and informed choice in the matter of a marital relationship is a fundamental
human right which is secured by the provisions of a number of international
human rights instruments, says Article 23 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

These international organisations enumerate various human rights standards
for the protection of children, choice of relationship and the age at marriage,
and inform the laws on child marriage in India.

Arab Nationals

But, Asma’s example reflects the prevalence of child marriages among
Hyderabad’s minority community. Reasons for this can be attributed to the
heavy influx of people from Saudi Arabia, Oman and other Gulf countries
into Old City.
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According to activists, the “fixed-term matrimony” practice began in the
1970s after the Gulf countries banned their citizens from bringing home
minor foreign brides.

Hyderabad has been a hunting ground for Gulf Arabs seeking young, virgin
brides. This racket came to light in the early 1990s when an alert air hostess
rescued a weeping pre-teen, Ameena, from her 60-year-old Arab husband,
on aflight out of Hyderabad.

M. A. Shakeel of Human Rights Law Network says the incidence of
child marriages is high in Old City of Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh. “These
foreign nationals come on a conditionality stating they are distant relatives
of a person living in Old City or that they are physically disabled,”
Shakeel adds.

Temporary marriage contracts called Mutah happen in Old city. Generally,
aged and wealthy Arab nationals visit India, especially Hyderabad in Andhra
Pradesh, to prey on teenage girls by paying fat cash as dowry to their parents.
They marry a minor, stay in Hyderabad for a brief period and fly back home.
“This has been an age-old practice,” Shakeel explains.

In a shocking incidentin January 2007, a 60-year-old Arab was on a wedding
vacation to Hyderabad. He had married three girls, Sahana, Fatima and
Asfiya, atasinglessitting. All, within 10 minutes.

Similarly in May 2004, one Muhammad Zafer Yaqub Hassan al-Jorani
hailing from Sharjah came to Hyderabad on the pretext of a cataract
operation. Jorani was living with his two wives and 11 children in his Sharjah
residence. On May 7, he had married Sabah, a 19-year-old girl, in
Hyderabad. Two days later, he divorced her. On May 24, he had married
another 16-year-old girl Ruksaar. Following this, Sabah braved to approach
the police and got Jorani arrested. Police later learnt that Jorani was living
with his two wives and 11 kids at his Sharjah residence.

A person who has been a witness of several such marriages and did not want
to be named says, “I have seen such marriages. | even tried to alert the police.
Inturn, l was threatened.”

Reflecting the same opinion, Mr. Shakeel says, the Human Rights Law
Network had faced several such threats in their attempts to thwart child
marriages. “In one case, we were informed about a child marriage. When we
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were on our way, we had received threatening calls from local politicians. It
was difficult to intervene,” he says, adding that the child marriage was finally
stopped with the help of the Mandal Revenue Officer and the RDO.

Contradictory Laws Perpetrate Child Marriages

The Qazi Act of 1880 gives a free will for Qazis to perform weddings as the
Act doesn’t specify any age limit for marriage. According to S. Umapathi
inspector general, CID, Urdughar, there is a need to amend the Qazi Act. He
adds that a clause specifying the minimum marriageable age of girls as 18
years also has to be brought into the Act.

Even the Sharia Law perpetrates child marriages as it says that a girl after
attaining puberty is ready for marriage, without specifying the age
limitagain.

However, Farida Hussain, president of All India Women’s conference,
explains in a report that the Qazi Act amendment would not solve the
problem. “The problem is prevalent among minor girls of other communities
too,” she says.

Irrespective of the communities in which child marriages are prevalent, child
rights” laws in India are very contradictory. “They somehow rationalise child
marriages. Different laws like the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA),
2006, the Juvenile Justice Act, the proposed Protection of Child Against
Sexual Offences Bill contradict and clash. There is no clarity,” rues Mamatha
Raghuveer of Tharuni.

An example of this can be the Protection of Children Against Sexual Offences
Bill (awaiting to become an Act). How? It has said that a minor (boy) below
18 may undergo criminal procedures if anybody complains that he has had
sex with his wife, amounting to rape. “It is mandatory for everyone to report
any under-18 sex, including the doctor the wife consults if she is pregnant,”
the Bill says.

But, under the Indian Penal Code, sex with a woman under 16, and under 15
if she’s the man’s wife, constitutes statutory rape and can attract a jail term of
a few years or life imprisonment. So, if a girl named A is 14 years old at the
time of her marriage, her husband has to wait for four years to have sex with
her according to the former law, while the IPC says he’ll have to wait for
two years.
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The Marriage Registration Dilemma

The provision included in the Hindu Marriage Act (includes Jains and
Buddhists), Muslim Marriage Act, Christian Marriage Act, Parsee Marriage
and the Divorce Act says that no marriage involving minors will be null and
void unless one of the spouses seeks annulment.

Ms. Raghuveer says many advocates are misusing the above clause in
Marriage Registration Act and the PCMA to get divorce faster for their clients.
“In most cases, the husband coaxes the girl into seeking a divorce when he
actually wants it,” she opines, adding that a person can get divorce quickly
underthe PCMA Act.

On the other hand, Mr. Shakeelh adds a different angle to this. “Firstly, if the
man has married a minor, he would be questioned. He can be booked under
acriminal case for it,” he says.

The practice of manipulation of birth and marriage certificates is also part of
child marriages. “Most of girls don’t have age proof or birth certificates,” says
Venkat Reddy, National Convener of MVF.

“Even if they show an age proof, it is likely to be manipulated. Same goes
with a Marriage registration certificate,” reveals Subhash Chandra, a district
official of child welfare committee.

Low Conviction Rates

The lack of establishing evidence also leads to low conviction rates in child
marriage cases. According to Mr. Umapathi, “People do not report these
cases. Moreover, if a case goes to a court, the evidence is diluted.”

Because it takes years for a child marriage case to reach the courts, most of
them (involved) are acquitted. “Girls do not take a strong stand. They
succumb to family pressure and withdraw the case,” Mr. Umapathi explains.

Of the total 1659 child marriage cases taken up in courts in 2011, only 76
people were convicted across India under the PCMA act, with a pendency
rate of trials at over 88 per cent. The statistics show that every one in four
persons is acquitted.

Anamusing trend evident in such cases is the out-of-court settlement. “This is
convenient as they don’t have to spend so much time and money,” says
Achyuta Rao, president, A. P. Balala Hakkula Sangham, adding that even at
that stage parents want the couple to re-unite.
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Policy Intervention in Andhra Pradesh

Five years after the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act has been passed, the AP
government has taken steps to curb child marriages.

Following the state’s directions, Sunita Laxma Reddy, Women and Child
welfare development minister, said: “Many parents we counselled feigned
ignorance of the law. After propagation of the rules, we will act strongly.”

The six-tier system of Child Marriage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) has been
set up from the district down to the village level to effect implementation of
the Act.

However, the dismal numbers point at the lack of data recording and
vigilance in villages despite high incidence of child marriages in certain
districts. The CMPOs, who are vested with powers of a police officer and can
thwart a wedding and book cases as well as village child marriage
prohibition and monitoring committees and the gram panchayats, opine that
child marriages have ended.

What Can be Done?

According to Mamidi S. Chandra, director, Carped and member of ICPU,
there should be a comprehensive, inter-related law regarding age of consent
and marriage across religions.

Expressing discontent over confusing laws for children, Ms. Raghuveer
says, “All these laws only add to our woes. They don’t address the child
marriage problem.”

Interestingly, Mr. Shakeel says that the PCMA alone is enough to penalise
people involved in marrying off a minor. “It should only be implemented
effectively,” he says.

One should see itas a demand and supply chain, says Mr. Reddy, continuing,
“because there is demand for girls (from the boys’ side), there is supply. So,
this should stop.”

While those are some suggestions to stop forced child marriages, we have
another set of astounding advices from Haryana’s Khap Panchayat to its
former chief minister urging to bring down the age of consent from 18 to 16
for girls. That said, all marriages below 18 years should be automatically
made void.
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A recent United Nation’s report on child marriages states that the number of
child marriages has been declining in India. Unfortunately, the dropping
numbers only to point at the contradicting laws that result in dismal reporting
of such cases.

In fact, the riddle of the age of consent and child marriages has left even the
highest institution in our country, the Judiciary, confused. So, where else do
we go?

(This article has been written as part of the Asmita Media Fellowship
2012-13)

Dolly Thakore with special guests Naseeruddin Shah, Shabana Azmi, Javed Akhtar and Dr. A. L. Sharada
(Director, Population First).
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Empowered & Independent

July 4,2013

The article below focuses on the rehabilitation of trafficked girls. It is pointed
out that most of the time the girls rescued were not rehabilitated properly.
Unable to go back to normal life without a source of income, they can hope
to be mainstreamed only if society treats them sensitively.

Love, marriage and security are distant dreams for trafficked women or
those forced into prostitution. Metro shares the stories of women who
made a journey from despair ro hope and a life worth living, with help
from knights, not perhaps in shining armour, but with the courage to
overcome stigma

She ran away from an oppressive family, only to be sold off to a brothel in
Mumbai. Nusrat, now Srishti, was lucky to be rescued from there and taught
herself to be self-sufficient. Wife, mother and project co-ordinator with a
rehabilitation centre, Nusrat’s is a tale of inspiration...

Nusrat was nine when she ran away from home and a conservative Muslim
joint family in Howrah where girls weren't allowed to read and write or step
out of their home.

“I'd see my cousin brothers go to school but whenever | told my mother |
wanted to study, she would hush me up. [ wasn’t allowed to mix with Hindus
and had to bathe five times if | did. | would always feel upset so one night |
fled home and wentto Howrah station,” recalls Nusrat, now 23.

The sleepy nine-year-old dozed off on a platform bench and woke up to find
herself on a moving train. “Awoman was sitting beside me and told me "don’t
worry, | will take you to a place where you'll be safe and also earn money’. So
[ went along with her.” Nusrat was brave enough to land up in Mumbai with a
stranger but not old enough to realise that she had been sold to a red-light
areain Chor Bazaar.

. a Mohua Das, The Telegraph

Mohua Das has been a special writer of The Telegraph, Kolkata since
2006 and has steered 'The Telegraph Metro Safe City and Unsafe
City’, the newspaper’s editorial driven initiates against sexual
harassment in the city. She won the award for the Best New Feature
Series at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2012-13, Eastern Region.
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“I remember seeing a lot of women in pretty clothes standing along the
stretch. | was taken into a house and kept inside a room hidden within walls
where | found many little girls like me. We’d be given good food to eat, made
to watch films and sometimes a doctor would come and check us,” says
Nusrat. Although comfortable, she found it disturbing to watch the movies
and being overfed. “Now | realise that those were blue films that we were
made to watch and stuffed with food to make us fleshy.”

Nusrat had luck on her side when Mumbai’s police conducted a sudden raid
on the traffickers’ den and rescued the girls. Nusrat returned to Calcutta and
was put in the Liluah Home. “But my parents rejected me... they felt that for a
girl once sold into a red-light area, there was no returning home,” says
Nusrat. “I came of age by 13 and realised what it meant to be on your own.”

She moved from one shelter home to another and gradually worked towards
empowering herself with education and dance.

“I wanted to do something that would be useful for me and for girls like me.
So | became part of a rehabilitation centre and trained myself so that | could
train others,” says Nusrat who also went in for a new name to go with her new
identity when she turned 18. “Since my family had shunned me as a child, |
did not want to keep my family name. | went to the Alipore court and got my
name legally changed to Srishti.”

Like any other teenager, she fell in love with a boy who worked at a fast food
shop next to her hostel. “I would visit his shop and we got talking, then one
day he proposed to me,” said Srishti, a senior trainer and project co-ordinator
with a rehabilitation centre.

Although honest about her background, Srishti didn’t want to emphasise her
past for fear of another rejection. “l was afraid, so | lied to him about my name
and my parents but he laughed and told me one day that he had found out
everything about me and was ready to accept me for whatlam.”

After two years of dating and setting up their own fast food eatery, they signed
the marriage papers in 2009. “He did not hide anything from his parents
either. Although hesitant at first, they finally approved.”

Srishti, who has a one-year-old son, says, “I'm very happy today and lucky
because I've seen many survivors like me who don’tfind a boy ready to marry
them or a family that accepts them. The few that do are often subjected to
taunts and torment. | hope that more girls find understanding men like my
husband, who are willing to give innocent girls a fresh lease of life.”
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Enough is Enough

July 22,2012

There are several laws to protect women at all stages of their lives. But as facts
show, they continue to suffer at the hands of society and the system. The
article below gives us the types of violence faced by women, the laws that
exist and the status.

Woman who is protected in her adolescence by the father, in her youth by
her husband, and in her old-age by her son, deserves no freedom at any
time”. (Manusmriti 9:3)Thousands of years after the Manusmriti prescribed
a very restrictive code of conduct for women, Indian society is refusing to
look beyond it. Every time one thinks that the condition of women has
improved, there is a Guwahati or a Bhagpat — a minor girl is molested and
stripped by a mob in public or a khap panchayat issues a fatwa that women
can’t use cell phones and dare not go out without covering their faces. One is
forced to rethink.

Even worse are the statements of those who are mandated by the law to
protect the rights of women. National Commission for Women chairperson
Mamta Sharma’s statement after the Guwahati incident that "Women should
be careful in dressing themselves’is highly insensitive and outrageous, to say
the least. It also exposes the limitations of the system that always appoints
people with political backgrounds to such posts, perhaps fearing an
independent person mightembarrass the political establishment.

When the Indian constitution came into force on January 26, 1950, we opted
for universal adult franchise at a time when women did not have voting rights
in many of the western countries, including Switzerland. Today, we have a
woman president, a woman speaker, a woman chairperson of the ruling
coalition and several successful women in various fields. Notwithstanding
these achievements, 65 years after independence, the condition of women in

Satya Prakash, Hindustan Times

Satya Prakash is the Legal Editor at Hindustan Times, New Delhi.
He won the award for the Best Informative Feature at the Laadli
Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
Northern Region.
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general is deteriorating. What is also disturbing is the fact that they are unsafe
even in the so-called educated urban set-up.

A woman is harassed and discriminated against throughout her life
(see lifestages).

Obviously, the Manusmriti’s advice isn’t working. According to a study by
the South India Cell for Human Rights Education and Monitoring, a woman is
molested every 26 minutes. One woman is raped every 34 minutes. Nearly
five lakh girls are killed every year even before birth.

One-fourth of the 15 million girls born every year don’t get to celebrate their
15th birthday. Around 1,000 honour killings (mostly girls) take place every
year. According to "UN Human Development Report 2011”, India ranks a
low 134 among 187 countries in terms of the human development index
(HDI), thanks to the gender inequality practised in the country.

Fifteen years after the Supreme Court laid down guidelines to deal with
sexual harassment at the workplace, India is still struggling to have a proper
law to deal with the issue. It’s taken 12 years for the government to consider
the Law Commission’s 172nd Report on Review of Rape Laws and propose
changes in the Indian Penal Code. God knows how much more time it will
take to translate

the Bill approved by the Cabinet on July 19 into a proper law. Enough is
enough. The time for talk is over. Here’s how things stack up — and the
reasons why action needs to be taken. As of yesterday.

How safe are women in India:

Life cycle of an Indian woman: exploited, subjugated and shortchanged from
birth to death

BIRTH (0-4 YEARS)
Foeticide

Overview: A joint study carried out by researchers in India and Canada
projects that half a million unborn girls may be aborted in India every year.
According to the 2011 Census, the country has an average sex ratio of 940
females to 1000 males. Kerala has the highest sex ratio at 1084 while
Haryana has the lowest at 877. The union territory of Daman and Diu has a
sex ratio of 618. Things don’t look set to get better. According to the GOI'’s
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, there will be 931 females per 1000
malesin 2016 and 930 by 2021.
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The idea that the sex ratio is more skewed among the uneducated or rural
population isn’t entirely true. In 1901, it stood at 979. More than a century
later in 2011, it has fallen to 947. In urban areas, it was 910 in 1901; it stood
at926in2011.

Law: A number of laws have been passed to curb female foeticide and
improve the gender balance in 1982. The spotlights first focused on clinics
offering sex determination tests. The Central Act PreNatal Diagnostic
Techniques Act (Regulation and Prevention of Mususe) was passed in 1994.

Status: Though it’s estimated by the UN that 50 million girls are missing in
India due to foeticide, a few hundred cases are registered under the PNDT
act. Convictions are even fewer with not more than a hundred in 18 years of
the law’s existence. But perhaps things are set to change. Last week, the Jind
Maha Khap, a gathering of more than 300 khap panchayats, denounced
female foeticide.

Infanticide
Overview: In the case of infanticides, things are trickier as these cases are
often reported as still-births or not reported at all.

Law: Culprits can be tried under the Indian Penal Code.

Status: Though there are enough provisions to try culprits under murder
charges, female infanticide goes largely unnoticed.

Nutrition

Overview: Girls are more likely to be malnourished than boys in India

Law: Provisions of domestic abuse can be used if girl child is being
discriminated against in terms of food distribution due to her gender.

Implementation: Since it is hard to identify such cases, the laws are
never implemented.

Status: The malnutrition level in male children is 45.6 % and 48.9% in
girl children.

CHILDHOOD (5-12 YEARS)

Education

Overview: There is a 20-40% shortfall of attendance for girls in Rajasthan,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and
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Orissa. The shortfall is 5-10 % in Assam, Punjab, Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu.

Law: The Right to Education Act provides for universal education for children
in the age group of sixto 14.

Implementation: The male female sex ratio for school attendance shows the
difference is lower in the six-10 years age group. The drop out rate is higher
for girls in the 10+ stage.

Status: The gender bias against the girl child continues to manifest itself with
families not sending their girls to school.

Child Marriage

Overview: For every woman aged below 18 getting married in urban areas,
three are doing the same in rural areas. ] & K has seen the largest dip in
underaged brides at 83%. Kerala is the only state that has seen a 50%
increase in girls getting married by age 18.

Law: In 2006 the Government of India replaced the Child Marriage Restraint
Act 1929 with the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act. Now child marriage is
punishable with rigorous imprisonment. A non-bailable offence, those
performing child marriages, male adults above 18 years marrying a child and
the persons responsible for the child could be severely punished.

Implementation: Despite the Delhi High Court declaring child marriage a
violation of human rights, the practice is still rampant.

Status: The incidence of of early marriages remains high in Jharkhand,
Rajasthan, Bihar, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Chattisgarh with Jharkhand topping the chartat 71%.

Girl Child Labour

Overview: The NSSO survey2009-10 puts the number of working children at
49.84 lakh. 19.25 were female. However UNICEF data of 2004-05 had put
the number of working children ata much higher figure of 60 million.

Law: The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 prohibits the
employment of children below 14 years in 70 hazardous occupations.
Domestic work and hotel work is on the list of banned occupations. The
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) of Children Act of 2000 made it a
crime, punishable with a prison term for anyone to procure or employ a child
in bondage.
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Implementation: Despite the list of hazardous occupations, the practice of
employing child labour continues.

Status: Minor girls from rural and tribal areas who work as domestic help are
often kept in inhuman conditions and deprived of basic amenities.

Child Trafficking

Overview: There are two million child commercial sex workers between five
and 15 years of age. They form 40% of the total population of commercial
sex workers in India. Five lakh children are forced into this trade every year.

Law: Section Five of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act or PITA of 1986 states
that procuring or inducing a child into prostitution will be met with a
minimum seven-year prison sentence which can be extended to a life term.
The Juvenile xxxJustice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, intends
to help the large number of children in need of care and protection but many
fall victim to abuse at state home too.

Status: Minors continue to be forced into begging, prostitution, pornography,
the organ trade and sex tourism.

ADOLESCENCE (13-18 YEARS)

Sexual Violence

Overview: One out of two children in schools have faced sexual abuse
according to 'Study on Child abuse India 2007’conducted by the Ministry
of Women and Child Development. About 63% of girls in Delhi have
experienced sexual abuse at the hands of a family member. Nearly 33% of
the women said the perpetrator had been the father, grandfather or a male
friend of the family (Sakshi, 1997).

Law: The Parliament has passed the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Bill, 2011 during the last Budget session.

Implementation: To protect children below 18 from sexual abuse, the
Parliament has set up special courts for speedy trial of cases against them and
provided stringent punishment extending up to life term for offenders.

Women in Media

Overview: The number of cases under the Indecent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act 1986 has been increasing over the years —from 190
in 1998 to nearly 900 in 2010. As per the National Crime Records Bureau,
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there was a nearly 200% increase in reported cases between 1999 and 2000.
Andhra Pradesh with 753 cases in 2010 has accounted for the highest in
the country.

Law: Indecent Representation of Women (prohibition) Act, 1986 (IRWPA)
deals with the prohibition of advertisements and selling of publications that
indecently represent women. The Information Technology Act, 2000:
Section 67 of the IT Act is a legislative measure against pornography, while
the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 prohibits the
transmission of advertisements which are not in conformity with the
Advertisement Code.

Implementation: In May 2012, the government said it is considering
including visual media and computer (includingthe internet) within the
scope of the IRWPA.

Sanitation

Overview: Accordingto a 2010 survey by A. C. Nielson, nearly 90% women
in India use ashes, newspapers, dried leaves, even husk sand during their
periods due to unaffordability of sanitary napkins. Menstrual hygiene is
lowest in eastern India with 83% women saying their families can’t afford
SNs. Due to inadequate protection during menstruation, adolescent girls
miss five days of school every month, 23% drop out of school after they
start menstruating and over 70% of the women have some kind of
reproductive tract infection in their lifetime, increasing the risk of contracting
associated cancers.

Law: There is no uniform legislation on the subject and different states have
municipal byelaws.

Status: In June 2010, the Union Health Ministry announced Rs. 150 crore
scheme to provide sanitary napkins to adolescent girls in rural areas for
Re. 1 per pack. However, this ‘plan’is yet to kick off.

YOUTH (18-40 YEARS)
Honour Killing

Overview: It is estimated that 1,000 honour killings take place per year
across India, against the global figure of about 5,000 across the world. (India
figures according to 2010 independent study by lawyers Anil Malhotra and
Ranjit Malhotra of Malhotra & Malhotra Associates, Chandigarh. (Global
figures according to UNHRC, 2010.)
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Law: There is no separate law to deal with honour killings. IPC 302, the law
dealing with murders is used to prosecute the accused in such cases.

Implementation: Supreme Court lawyer Aishwarya Bhati says that as society
changes, the law changes to adapt to it. She cites the formulation of 304B of
the IPC to deal with dowry deaths in 1986 after dowry deaths had become an
overwhelming menace. Bhati adds, “Just as special circumstances of dowry
deaths were recognised and laws formulated to deal with such crimes, it may
be time to formulate laws to deal with honour killings, where the onus of
disproving the allegation would be on the defendent as opposed it being on
the prosecution.” If a law formulated around circumstances — for example,
unnatural death under suspicious circumstances occurring close to
marriage, after a history of threats, and caste-based animosity — could be
established for honour killings, convictions would become easier.

Status: In the absence of a specific law, the khap panchayats are having
a field day as even the general Indian Penal Code provisions relating
to unlawful assembly and murder are not being implemented by
law-enforcement agencies.

DOWRY

Overview: Although legislations against the dowry system are in place — the
first one becoming law in 1961 and another stringent one against dowry
deaths formulated in 1986 — the practice continues largely because Indian
society internalizes a patriarchal culture, which is also becoming
increasingly consumerist.

Law: In 1986, after pressure from activists, the Indian Penal Code was
amended to include section 304 B, specifically against murder following
harassment for dowry.

Implementation: Various crime-against-women cells have been formed
around the country by various states, which deal with, among other things,
dowry harassment complaints. However, awareness of the existence of these
cellsis still very low among women.

Status: According to the National Crime Records Bureau’s figures, 8,618
dowry deaths were reported in 2011, a rise of 91% since 2006. The 2011
figure translates into 23.61 cases of dowry deaths in the country every day. A
charge-sheeting rate of 92% and a conviction rate of 35.8% were reported
for2011. Inthe same year, 6,619 cases of dowry harassment were reported.
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Domestic Abuse

Overview: Despite the legislation, instances of domestic violence are
rampant. According to a report by UN Women, around 35% Indian women
suffer physical violence at the hands of their partners while nearly 40% men
and women think that it is sometimes or always ’justifiable’ for a man to beat
his wife. There is no law dealing with marital rape.

Law: The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 came into
force on October 26, 2006. It means to protect the wife or female live-in
partner from domestic violence.

Implementation: Little has been done to address domestic violence. Public
intervention would be helpful and NGOs have initiated campaigns like
“Ghanti Bajao” (“ring the bell”).

Status: According to National Crime Records Bureau’s 2011 figures, 99,135
cases of domestic abuse were reported — a rise of 57% over 2006. For 2011,
the NCRB reports a chargesheeting rate of 94.4% but a dismal 20.2%
conviction rate.

MIDDLE AGE (40-60 YEARS)
Sexual Harassment at Work

Overview: According to an all-India study by NGO Sakshi, 80% women
confirmed that sexual harassment existed in their workplace. The Supreme
Court defines sexual harassment as any unwelcome gesture, behaviour,
words or advances that are sexual in nature.

Law: India still awaits a law dealing with this problem. In the absence of one
the Supreme Court has said the Vishakh and others vs State of Rajasthan
(1997) is to be used as a set of guidelines.

Implementation: Dr. Medha Kotwal Lele, coordinator of Aalochana, filed a
petition with the Supreme Court which said that neither the Centre nor the
states had implemented the Vishaka Guidelines. A case that has been cited in
this regard is that of Baroda’s MS University where a research scholar was
repeatedly abused by her supervisor and on complaining, none of the
Supreme Court’s guidelines were followed, specifically that of involving an
NGO familiar with sexual harassment cases.

Status: The Ministry of Women and Child Development has prepared a draft
entitled "The Protection of Women against Sexual Harassment at Workplace

175

BIPSW GOM PUE 1utid

sawwe.Sold pue
sa101|04 SuisAjeuy



Analysing Policies
and Programmes
Print and Web Media

Bill, 2007 to provide for the prevention and redressal of sexual harassment of
women atthe workplace. However, this is still at the Bill stage.

Divorce

Overview: Indian divorce laws are skewed against women because most of
them do not enjoy high economic status. Even in the case of claiming
maintenance, men can feign loss of wealth. Tracing property in India is tough
and women seldom have the means to do so. Men often buy property in the
name of their relatives and plead poverty in divorce courts.

Law: As per Hindu Marriage Act, both women and men can file for divorce
and have equal rights. But in terms of maintenance and custody battle over
children, women tend to be at a disadvantage because of their low economic
status. The triple-talaq way of terminating Muslim marriages does not give
Muslim women any say in the matter. A marriage can be dissolved even
without the consent of the wife.

Status: According to an upcoming study on The Economic Rights &
Entitlements of Separated and Divorced Women in India, more than 80% of
the more than 400 separated or divorced women surveyed blame “cruelty or
domestic violence in their marital homes’, for their split.

Political Enpowerment

Overview: The crucial stage of empowerment in a democracy is involvement
in law-making and the political process. Despite being close to half the
population, women are under-represented in the political process, at the
central level as well as in the legislative assemblies. Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 and National Policy for Old Persons
1999, Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 (section 125 for maintenance).

Status: In India, the representation of women in Parliament is 11%, which is
lower than sub-Saharan Africa. In 2000, the number of women in the Lok
Sabha was 49, which progressed to 60 in 2012. From 9% in 2000,
representation now stands at 11%. This is below the average of 18% in
South Asia.

Law: The Women'’s Reservation Bill, ensuring 33% reservation to women in
Parliament and state legislative bodies, was passed in the Rajya Sabha in
March, 2010. Itis pending in Lok Sabha. It seeks to reserve 181 of 543 seats in
the Lok Sabha and 1,370 of 4,109 seats in the 28 State Assemblies.
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Implementation: Following a constitutional amendment in 1993, 33% of
seats are reserved for women in Panchayati Raj institutions. Reservation in
Panchayat institutions has been implemented effectively in most states.

OLD AGE (60 YEARS +)

Widowhood

Overview: Women in their old age become subject to more subjugation as
they are discriminated against for a share in property by inheritance or
otherwise. Widows, who are left with no socio-economic standing of their
own after their husband’s death, are abandoned by their families in the
religious town of Vrindavan. A Supreme Court-appointed panel has
highlighted their pathetic condition.

Law: The Hindu Succession Act of 2005 granted women co-equal
inheritance rights to ancestral and jointly owned property. In 2011, the
section of the law which denied rights of a widow to inherit her husband’s
property upon remarriage was repealed. The Widow Remarriage Act of 1856
allowed Hindu women to remarry after death of their spouse.

Implementation: Enforcement of this law is weak. Many women are still
denied inheritance.

Status: India’s elderly population has already crossed 100 million during
2011. As per the 2011 census, for elderly at (60+) population sex ratio is in
favour of elderly women by 1022:1000. There are 40 million widows in
India, almost 10% of the female population.

Old Age Homes
Overview: Old age homes in India are a myth. We have only about 2000 old

age homes operational across India with only 50 old age homes for women.

Law: Maintenence and Welfare of parents and Senior Citizens Act 2007 and
National Policy for Old Persons 1999, Criminal Procedure Code 1972
(Section 125 for maintenance)

Implementation: Procedural delays are common and are a great hindrance
to these beneficial legislation.

Status: As per a study almost 17,000 people in India turn 60 every day and
9000 among them are women. About 2500 old women die every day.
(Agewell Foundation)
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aTeHIeRT 3Tl T Tepet STeIeH-Teh Ufeifaes fasta

This story, which was published in Ujala Chadi in Jaipur, is about a Dalit
village in Sikar in Rajasthan which did not have a school for children in the
age group of 6 to 14 years. The Government school was 2 km. away and the
private ones were expensive. So a group of Dalit women started a movement
to open a school and finally succeeded in opening one after 2 years. The
story also tells us about the obstacles they faced in the process.

TSTEI & Yot TRX o STaSHT T ahl TeHIfeh a&il | I8l & ¥ 2%
Y o T Y 0 T | 31 Fodll o (oT8 Sl H Shls LRI Whed el
off | 5= UG el ST | S=ell bl UQTS bl ST 33T &l bl &t aTeHifeh
T Y 3R 7 | 7o Sl & Tepet G 3 foe g STl 4 i
Tt Tt 3TieTeH Y R | 59 SR 37 QI o Tehrard o | Tl
A TR ST ThTae ol QAT fordll | STRETERT, % Foa R0 ¢
T S 3 310+l Sl & T Geraeh] & & foran |

e I Al Sl F R FheiHIat g¥ TRepi Thet ST ¢ | el <ieh 3ot 3
TeftEl 3 T TSE T UN e ST ISl o1 S
TRETETEl hl ST HATT Tad o | S7h! Sl § e 51! et il G |
TG & o7 | 3 1 3791 & et H Teped YA = 9 |

=9 He # et e “areHifen Afge ST e 6l | He ¥ e Hs]
TAN R | 3R FEGER R 0 0 § I GH ThICAH heerek I Thet I AT h

Ramtarun, Ujala Chadi

Aruna Burte is a feminist activist and has been consistently
writing on gender issues. She was awarded for Consistent
Engagement with Gender Issues at the Laadli Media and
Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,
) Western Region.
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BN TR HEAI ek ¢ ) &R e fereqrr 31k fiesoyel 31ifthe o <fereht
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Q ¢ STFI R 0 { o i YTl forT = STN=TE ot feAfa starr i |
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39 feT il ¢ R o ol - gl &1 A @ | Fome, S, =i,
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May 1,2013

This feature highlights the empowerment of women in the underdeveloped
and tribal areas of Bundelkhand district of Madhya Pradesh. The women
Panchayat members were instrumental in the progress being made in their
villages be it in education, health, sanitation, roads or agriculture. That their
work is well appreciated by the community is established by the fact that they
have been contesting and winning elections in the general category, thus
changing the perception that politics is not for women.

YR S &, T TR T ST o TR 3 Afgersii § <1 &, 54
Y Tl Tl | 37T 9 &) E3Teh gl ST 7ed I&¥1 H Y=t TS ah <fHArel |
Teerstl I Tk (T el & € o e ie o1 ol ohal T8 o | 370
SHTETL hl TS T foh I8 AlGeT3Hl ehl ST < o 1 I 78]
&9 Y Tl T YT oA Fhesl sehUR T@- i & SiTeT & | 36 §9a I8
qaH & fere fop Afectd T T8 AT et iR S A TR
T | 39 S =l | Aieciel i Tee hredr STReo ot < fa e | vy
¥ T YT & YaTel STEd @ R o e H i) S W) Afeernst %
Y T SR 1 T Pl Tl &2

7y Gerer 1 A gU A el & off 3t & ach SR el & |
HX G A6 o 3Tihs Teh ST Tl (Her & TsHIfa | Afgetsdl @t
ISHERY I O TE o I ¢ | et g8 ST 3 fow deerer J
Tl Tt T 31K S ST & firet tiensl I gehgT iah STe
S Y& I A B AT TS GHA ST | G T8 3 &g

Shirish Khare, Tehelka

Shirish Khare is a senior correspondent with Tehelka magazine,
based in Bhopal. He won the award for the Best Feature-Magazine
" Award at the Laadli Media and Advertising Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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October 13,2013

The story below in Bengali is about the Rana Plaza fire last year in which 11
women garment workers died and hundreds were injured, opening up
critical questions in Bangladesh’s garment industry worth Rs. 2,000 crore.
About 80% of the workers in this industry are women who are paid a
pittance, with no minimum wage standard or safety norms. The fire is a
wake-up call for the West, for the employers and the governmentto revisit the
sector and see where things are going wrong.

S FIGHTIE 191 0 (@ 408, T [ S e A F AT S RIRE?
REITRCTR T TR YRAF G 21T 2PiT FPgPIof TSI |

Il (RFISCS 2omeT, @b e 7w ia @ @adt «It% Naod
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2@ AfeE 2050 TR TTAMGE (STE 2T AR T¥oa A=l
RIS | - (90% TEHIME T@EF, o4we T4 | I7-308
[T [AYPTe IRFAWT 9T T AT T AREF AR AF,
g IRAMCIT =5 @ TS BT 47 T J2HI 2SR
B0 2ICF | FIRe, IRFATCT G2 a1 [l (o ld G 27512
feria 9 T i o9 4Nema aFvza oideE |

AW TR (10 TAE IAE FIR FCA 8¢ T7F S,
T bro SR AT | 9T @i wiraifzaa sretmfos s e
@ &g A6 =CAC, 702 | -SRI IRAWCIT 92 TeRA
TriAfod aFa IR 5 wilw, 99 F TGRS T 29MET

Saswati Ghosh, Ananda Bazar Patrika, Kolkata

Saswati Ghosh has been active with the women’s movement in
Kolkata for the past 27 years. She is a founder member of Nari
Nirjatan Pratirodh Mancha, Kolkata and Maitree Network. She
writes regularly in various dailies and journals and her columns raise
pertinent questions on various burning issues. She teaches
Economics at the University of Kolkata. She was awarded for
Consistent Writing on Gender Issues at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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June 18,2012

Pre-birth sex selection is most rampant in Haryana and the women in Bibipur
village started a movement to stop this. The author of this story followed the
entire movement by focusing on it. The origin of the movement is written
about and how the women approached and engaged in a dialogue with the
khap panchayat to gain its support to the movement and finally how it
galvanized the Government of Haryana to initiate action against people
involved in the practice of pre-birth sex selection.
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AmarjeetS. Gill, Amar Ujala

AmarjeetS. Gill is with Amar Ujala. He won the award for Consistent
Writing on Gender Issues at the Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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Kolhapurchi Leki

There have been more than 100 episodes of the show Reportage, a weekly
issue-based programme in Marathi titled ‘Kolhapurchi Leki” which is an
analysis of the Save the Girl Child campaign being implemented in Kolhapur
district of Maharashtra for one and a half years. It is about the challenges
before the campaign and the measures taken by the Government to

implement the PCPNDT Act in order to arrest the falling sex ratio in
the district.

Prajakta Dhulap, IBN lokmat

Prajakta Dhulap is Associate Editor with IBN Lokmat, Magharashtra.
She won the award for Best News Feature at the Laadli Media
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.

Samasyala Odi Badi

Most of the schools in rural areas lack basic infrastructure facilities like
classrooms, benches, toilets, etc. Lack of toilets is a big problem for girls.
While lack of these amenities is not spoken about or given importance, it is
one of the main reasons why girls drop out of schools after a certain age.
Samasyala Odi Badi, a programme in Telugu, depicted the problems of lack
of toilet facilities and the difficulties faced by girls due to this. The issue is
examined in the light of the Supreme Court Directive regarding clean toilet
facilities in schools.

Kistaiah Nandagiri, Vanitha TV

Kistaiah Nandagiri is with Vanitha TV, Andhra Pradesh. He won the
Best News Feature Award at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender
Sensitivity, 2011-12, Southern Region.
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Born in Conflict: Valley vs Ghadchiroli

Shai Venkataraman has been reporting on development related issues for
over 17 years now. In the documentary 'BORN IN CONFLICT: Valley vs.
Ghadchiroli’, she raises the issue of health and maternal safety in conflict
ridden Jammu and Kashmir and contrasts it with Ghadchiroli where services
are being reached to the children and women by the NGO ‘Search’. Because
of the conflict and the Government apathy, women in Kashmir are not able to
access quality health services leading to high maternal and child mortality.

Shai Venkataraman, NDTV

Shai Venkataraman was among 11 journalists from across the
world selected to participate in a fellowship programme instituted
by USAID (United States Agency for International Development).
She is with NDTV, Mumbai. She won the award for the Best
Documentary at the Laadli Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity,
2011-12, Western Region.
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Interpreting
Research

Data is constantly being churned out by Government Departments, Agencies,
Research and Academic Institutions, Non-Government and International
Organizations. We also have the Budget and Economic Survey data which are also a
good source of information and data on the investments made, their impact and the
action that is intended to achieve social and economic development goals. All these
documents are replete with information on gender indicators. However, hardly ever
is there an attempt to analyse and report on these documents from a gender
perspective. What do they say about the status of women, their access to institutions
and resources? What are the allocations made for ensuring that the policies and
programmes translate into benefits for the women? These are important questions that
need to be analysed in the media.

Media also has the capacity to conduct opinion polls, surveys and research studies in
collaboration with marketing agencies and academic institutions on the changing
social mores and values. They provide an insight into how the world around us is
changing and how that change is being perceived by the people. This is not only
significant from a sociological perspective, but could be a major platform for
advocating for change.

Both the articles featured in this section have gathered information from various data
sources as well as collected first hand. While Priyanka Vora used the data to show
how even in an environment that is bereft of resources to nurture children to protect
them from malnourishment, girls are doubly disadvantaged due to the gender
discrimination at the household level. Hemlatha on the other hand, dug into
available data with various departments to highlight the prevailing practice of
infanticide in the Chamrajnagar District of Karnataka.

The need for more such reporting cannot be ignored.



Print and Web Media

Healthy Meal: More Out of Reach for Girls

October 31,2012

This investigative story is about how girl children are denied basic nutrition
because of society’s prejudices against them. The causes of malnutrition
among children in Mumbai’s slums range grom poverty to lack of knowledge
about healthy food to children being born underweight due to repeated
pregnancies of the mother. An important fact is that girls are discriminated
against. They are neglected, more malnourished and more underweight than
the boys.

MUMBAI: Swapnali, 4, Supriya Gurav’s fourth daughter, is three kilos
underweight and malnourished, despite there being adequate food at home.
A resident of Shiv Shakti Chawl in Andheri (east), the 38-year-old has five
daughters, the youngest being 17-month-old Arya, who weighs seven kilos
and is 1.5 kilos underweight.

Supriya blames the poor health of her daughters on her five pregnancies.
“In pursuit of a male child, we have ended up with five girls,” said Supriya,
whose husband Santosh said they want a male child for religious reasons.
Supriya is right: doctors said children like Swapnali and Arya don’t attain
healthy weight because they have low weight at birth, a result of the mother’s
poor health. Children who are born low weight can suffer health
complications later in life, said child health experts. “With multiple
pregnancies, the mother’s health will be compromised. Children who have
intra-uterine growth restrictions can suffer from diabetes and hypertension
later in life,” said Dr. Ashok Anand, professor Of gynaecology, J. J. Hospital,
Byculla. In the slums of Andheri, young girls are more likely to suffer from
severe malnutrition than boys.

Malnutrition figures based on gender classification in this area reveals that
malnourishment is higher in girls. In July, 183 girls up to the age of six years
were found to be severely underweight (SUW), a physical indicator used by
the World Health Organisation to describe malnutrition, as compared to

Priyanka Vora, Hindustan Times

Priyanka Vora works with Hindustan Times, Mumbai. She won the
Award for Best Investigative Story at the Laadli Media Awards for
Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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155 boys in the same age group. Under the Integrated Child Development
Scheme’s (ICDS) Andheri project, of 7,597 children weighed in September,
144 girls were SUW, compared to 127 boys.”Somewhere, the mother is
upset that she has delivered girls and she unknowingly or knowingly neglects
the health of the girl child. The data may be reflecting this bias,” said Prema
Ghatge, child development project officer, ICDS Andheri.

Such discrimination is not restricted to Andheri alone — the slums in Bandra
and Dharavi too reflect the trend. Dr. Anand said a woman needs to
recuperate after childbirth.

“Multiple pregnancies will not let the mother supply adequate nutrients to
the foetus.” To address the health needs of malnourished children, Andheri’s
ICDS has tied up with Larsen & Toubro Health Centre in Andheri, and
aanganwadi workers take the children and their mothers there for free
consultation. “Most of the malnourished children suffer from iron, vitamin A
and C deficiencies, which affect growth. Their resistance is low so they are
susceptible to various diseases and many have worm infections,” said
Dr. Shubhada Joshi, paediatrician, Larsen & Toubro Health Centre, in Andheri.

Despite the availability of such facilities in the area, six year-old Sahil
Sawant,who lives in Subhash Nagar slums, which is spread on a hilltop, is
eight kilos underweight. His mother Saylee has not yet taken the boy, who
should weigh at least 17 kilos, to a hospital. Children in the area who get
interventional medical care have responded well and gained weight. Three-
and-a-half-yearold Kartiki Patil from Janshakti Nagar slums is the youngest of
three girls. At 10 kilos, Kartiki is about two kilos underweight. “Kartiki
weighed less than 2.5 kilos at birth. Till six months ago, she could not even
walk properly, but after having vitamin tonics, she has now started gaining
weight,” said an aanganwadi teacher, on condition of anonymity as she is not
authorized to speak to the media. Some slum residents claim they visit
expensive private clinics because the government clinics often don’t have
doctors and medical staff. “We take our son to a doctor who charges Rs. 700
a visit. We can’t afford it, but we have no option as there are no doctors at
these government dispensaries,” alleged Mayuri Dhuri, whose 20-month-
old son Vedant is malnourished and ill all the time.

Major Slums Covered Under ICDS

Andheri: Pump House, Subhash Nagar, Gundawali in Andheri (East)

According to ICDS, there are around12,000 children between 0 and 6 years
who live inthese slums
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FIGHTING MALNUTRITION

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION defines severe acute malnutrition
or SAM by a very low weight-for-height ratio, by visible severe wasting, or by
the presence of nutritional oedema, which is a swelling caused by
insufficient protein intake. According to WHO indicators, used by India,
malnutrition is measured in three ways: weight-for-age (underweight),
height-forage (stunting), and weight for- height (wasting). THE CENTRE'S
INTEGRATED CHILD DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (ICDS) adopts the weight-
for-age criteria, where the child’s weight is calculated as per his or her age
and is classified as severely underweight (SUW) and moderately
underweight (MUW). The women and child development department
implements ICDS in the state. In Mumbai, there are 33 projects under ICDS
in slum pockets. Each project includes aanganwadis, which look after the
health and education of children, their mothers and pregnant women in the
assigned area. Children between 0 and 6 years are covered under the ICDS.

WHAT SOME NGOS ARE DOING

A charitable trust, Ojus Medical Institute has initiated a pilot malnourishment
eradication programme in Nehru Nagar slums, Juhu, which aims to identify
malnourished children between 6 months and 5 years and treat the children
to recovery. At a health camp, children from 30 aanganwadis in the area
were screened, and 36 children were found to be suffering from severe acute
malnutrition. OMI is now giving these children eggs every alternate day.
They claim to have reduced the number of severely malnourished children in
Nashik’s slums by 10% through this same exercise last year.

2 kg underweight: Bhakti Mestri, 22 months old

Atseven kilos, the girl is severely underweight. She lost her mother when she
was six months old and is looked after by her grandmother, with whom she
lives in atiny room in Malpa Dongri, Andheri (east).

2 kg underweight: Kartiki Patel, 3 and a half years old

She is the youngest of three girls. At 10 kilos, this girl from Janshakti Nagar
slums weighed less than 2.5 kilos at birth. Until six months ago, she could
not walk properly, but vitamin tonics from the aanganwadi have made a
huge difference.
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Crime Report: Graph Shooting

November 23,2013

MORE AWARENESS, OR IS IT GETTING WORSE? On almost all counts, be it
lewd behaviour that is many times accepted as ‘routine’, or molestation and
even rape, the data of the police force from Chandigarh, SAS Nagar and
Panchkula show a spike. While many, including top cops, attribute it to
increased awareness, many others see a more basic problem: As women
assertthemselves, crime against them increases too.

CHANDIGARH: In the past five years, crime against women has seen a
significant spike in Chandigarh. SAS Nagar and Panchkula are no different.

Be it molestation, rape or even the cases of snatching, all went up. In
comparison to around 200 cases of crime against women registered in 2009,
this year till November 20, 345 cases have been registered. Last year, around
300 cases were registered. The maximum number of cases is of molestation
—129 sofar, as against 45 last year.

The surge in molestation cases is also being attributed to awareness drives
initiated in the city by police, with SSP Naunihal Singh holding talks in
colleges and schools. The 16/12 Delhi gangrape last year appears to have
had its effect too in terms of awareness.

Under the ‘sexual harassment’ head, there is a dip in cases, as per the
data, but a comparison over the long term shows that the cases have
increased significantly since 2008. However, this year, 35 rape cases were
registered, as against 27 last year. The majority of these cases had minor girls
as victims, particularly those from slums, and the offenders were relatives
or neighbours.

Hindustan Times, Chandigarh

Carrying out a survey of women in the three cities of Chandigarh,
Hindustan Times ran a campaign ‘Fighting Shame-Safer Tricity For
Women' for nineteen days highlighting the findings and coming out
with suggestions to make these places safer for women. Run by six
reporters spearheaded by Monica Sharma, this well designed
campaign helped in putting this issue of violence against women in

the public domain and creating awareness and was awarded The
LaadliMedia and Advertising Award for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14
for The Best Campaign.
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With the advent of technology, misuse of the virtual space is also being
witnessed. At least 12 cases were registered by the cyber crime cell, wherein
women complained that someone had morphed their pictures and out
them online.

SAS Nagar district has seen almost double the number of molestation and
rape cases as compared to last year. While it saw 66 cases of molestation as
against 31 last year and just 13 in 2010, rape incidents went up to 46 in
comparison to 22 last year and 24 in 2010. But ‘eve-teasing’ (categorised as
sexual harassment in the law now) cases were only three, reflecting that girls
here still hesitate to complain about something casually seen as ‘routine’.

In Panchkula too, data of the past four years shows a drastic increase in
molestation cases, at 35 till now in 2013, as against nine last year in the
district. Panchkula police attribute this to the amendments in the Indian
Penal Code that widened the definition of sexual harassment. The law now
includes stalking and other such forms. The number of rape cases has also
witnessed a 50% increase from last year.

‘I Rejected His Proposal...He Pointed a Pistol at Me”*

Working with a pharmaceutical company at Manimajra right above the
Motor Market, | had to bear dirty looks of the mechanics every day. One of
these days, a shabbily clad middle-aged man walked up to me with a
‘friendship’ proposal. I rejected his proposal, butthe matter did not end there.
The man, working as a mechanic in the market, would follow me every day,
from office to home, home to office. He also got my mobile number and
would send me text messages and keep call. | was harassed, but did not what
to do. When | told him, point blank, that | was not interested in him, he got
agitated and threatened to kill me. Once, he even pointed a pistol at me.
That's when | decided to lodge a formal complaint with the Manimajra police
station in September this year. | did not even reveal the matter to parents, who
would have not allowed me to work if I would have vented my heart out.
Sadly, after the police complaint, there was no change, as he was out on bail.
A day before Diwali, he came and started abusing me in full public view. He
even threatened to give me “an injection of AIDS”. That day, | recorded his
actin my mobile phone and told him that | would give the video to the police
if he did not stop. I haven’t seen him since, but the possibility of encountering
him again sends shivers down my spine.

*The writer is a 26-year-old woman who wishes to remain anonymous
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Crime Against Women: Police Data

Type 2011
Chandigarh

Sexual Harassment 46
Molestation 21
Rape 27
SAS Nagar

Sexual Harassment 2
Molestation 13
Rape 24
Panchkula

Molestation

Rape 16

What Women Say: HT-IDC Survey

Has Sexual Harassment Increased? Yes

Chandigarh SAS Nagar
89% 97%
Reported Matter To Police? Yes
Chandigarh SAS Nagar
9% 20%
Official Speak

Environment Changing

2012

87
45
27

10
31
22

2013*

56
129
35

66
46

35

21

Panchkula

80%

Panchkula
12%

*Till November 29, 2013

“The overall environment and mindset of people are changing. Women

should come forward to report sexual harassment, and must not bear such

torture. The social awareness campaign by the Chandigarh police has

witnessed more and more women coming forward to report crimes. Of the

129 molestation cases, we have cracked 118.”

—R. P. Upadhyaya, Inspector General of Police, Chandigarh

More Awareness Now

“Ahelpline, woman police squads and awareness against sexual harassment

have resulted in a positive change. Women squads remain present outside

202



colleges and schools, which encourages female students to come forward
and complain without hesitance. The increase in the number of cases is also
due to the changes in the law and more awareness among women.”

- Swarndeep Singh, Supdit. of Police, City, SAS Nagar

It’s Getting Better

“There are several reasons behind increase in the cases. Police staff have
been asked to register cases immediately and also arrest and present
chargesheet in 30 days. Awareness courses are being conducted and staff
being sensitised. Women have also started feeling secure as the cases are
dealtwith on priority.”

—Rajbir Deswal, Commissioner of Police, Panchkula-Ambala

VOXPOP

Need Positive Roles

“The problem of unsafe environment for women has been there for ages. The
reasons of the visible increase in number of cases pertaining to crime against
women are: social consciousness and increase in reporting the issue. Media
has to play a positive role. Civility is on discount. Parents and educational
institutions, along with the community, have all been found wanting.”

— Dr. Pam Rajput, Social Activist, Chandigarh

Complain, Now

“We are not doing anything special for women safety across tricity other than
challaning motorists. Teen girls are the most unsafe and vulnerable. We
should have effective women safety cells in the police. More woman cops
need to be deployed and we need more police presence around schools and
colleges. Also, women should come forward to complain.”

— Harjinder Kaur, councillor, Ex-Mayor, Chandigarh

Safe, Comparatively

“Compared to neighbouring cities of Punjab, the tricity is quite safe for
women. People here are quite broadminded, and women do not face any
major incident of harassment, even if they move about late at night. City
youngsters are an aware lot, and they generally do not resort to sexual
harassment. But healthy teasing, commenting on girls, is common.”

— Gautam Bhardwayj, IT Executive, Chandigarh
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Dress Matters

“Tricity is safe in comparison to other cities in the region. Police also bring
about a sense of security even while moving around late at night. But how
safe a city is largely depends upon the way your dress up. | have noticed if |
take a stroll or move out wearing a salwar-suit, no one comments. Once you
wear jeans or pants, eyes of many youngsters turn to you.”

— Neelam Sharma, housewife, SAS Nagar

PGs to Blame

“The tricity is not safe at all for women. The main reason is the mushrooming
of paying guest accommodations in almost all the sectors. Boys zipping
around the city in swanky cars and commenting on girls is a common sight in
almost all the markets. Chandigarh police should deploy more woman cops
sothatgirls can approach them in case of any problem.”

— RajMalhotra, Educationist, Chandigarh

Need More Cops

“The tricity is a safe place to stay in a broad sense. But the police presence
needs to be increased, particularly at night and in SAS Nagar and Panchkula.
Women working at call centres and IT companies have odd working hours,
often ending their work late at night. With more police at night, the number of
incidents of sexual harassment can come down.”

— Akanksha, IT Professional, Chandigarh

Know the Law: Stricter after the Delhi Gangrape Last December

What is ‘Sexual Harassment’?

The definition of sexual harassment now includes any avoidable sexual
advances, verbal or through gestures or use of suggestive or pornographic
material, includes whistling, obscene remarks; demand of sexual favours;
threats, innuendoes; avoidable physical contacts, touching, patting,
pinching, etc.

Stricter provisions in Indian Penal Code
Section 354A: Sexual Harassment

® Entails rigorous imprisonment up to 5 years, with fine, or both in case of
physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual
overtures; or ademand or request for sexual favours
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e Imprisonment up to 1 year and/or fine in case of making sexually coloured
remarks; forcibly showing pornography; or any other unwelcome physical,
verbal or non-verbal conduct of sexual nature.

354B: Act with Intent to Disrobe a Woman

Assaults criminal force to any woman or abetment of such act with the
intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked; punishment is
Imprisonment not less than 3 years, up to 7 years, and fine.

Section 354C: Voyeurism

Means watching or capturing a woman in private act, which includes an act
of watching carried out in a place which, in the circumstances, would
reasonably be expected to provide privacy, and where the victim’s private
parts are exposed; or the victim is using a lavatory; or the person is doing a
sexual act that is not of a kind ordinarily done in public. Punishment in case
of first conviction, imprisonment not less than 1 year, may extend to 3 years,
also liable to fine. On subsequent conviction, jail 3-7 years and fine.

Section 354D: Stalking

Means following a woman and contact, or attempt to contact, such woman
to foster personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of
disinterest by such woman; or monitor the use by a woman of the internet,
email or any other form of electronic communication. Punishment is
imprisonment not less than 1 year, may extend to 3 years, plus fine.
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November 26, 2012

The stoy “Sayalende Huttidavaru’in Kannada focuses on female infanticide
prevalent in some little known villages in the backward Chamrajanagar
district of southern Karnataka. Visiting villages in the region in the guise of a
surveyor for an NGO, interacting with self-help groups, district officials,
government health workers, digging into documents of National Rural
Health Mission, analyzing each report and cross checking demographic data
with the Census office. The author’s seven month long quest managed to
unearth the prevalent practice, which was going unnoticed for years. This
expose led to more NGOs working on this issue, and also renewed the efforts

by the Government to implement available schemes for the welfare of the
girl child.
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Hemalatha H., Vijaya Karnataka

Hemalatha H. works with Vijaya Karnataka. She won the award for
| the Best Investigative Report at the Laadli Media and Advertising
Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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Advertising
Awards

Advertising Professionals have for long argued that their job is to sell products and
not bring about social change. They claim that they reflect reality and changing that
reality is not their calling. However, anybody who watches advertisements knows
that it is constantly creating new images, aspirations and perspectives to create
new demands for products and services. Is it possible to make advertisements that
move beyond gender stereotypes and reflect the emerging aspiration for a more
gender equal and gender just world? More importantly, can this be done without
undermining the bottom lines? The ads featured in this section show that it is possible
to do so and reflect a growing commitment of young Advertising Professionals who
are part of the social change reflecting the same in their communication.



Advertising Awards

Advertising Awards

Amul Moppet / Sylvester Da Cunha

Special Jury Award (2011-12)

Considered the most recognizable character to grace hoardings for 50 years,
the iconic girl in a polka-dotted dress, the Amul moppet, continues to
enthrall everyone with witty and tongue-in-cheek humour. This was
awarded for being one of the most successful creations of Indian advertising.
This is probably the first ad campaign to use a girl child as the mascot as early
as the 1960s and continues to engage people around topical issues. The ads
are a humorous take on everything that bothers society. The Amul girl is like a
spokesperson of the masses; she plays the role of a social observer.

Age of Marriage / DDB Mudra

Best Public Service Advertisement (2011-12)

Half of India’s 50-million girls are married off before the legal age of marriage
which affects their health and leads to pregnancy and then maternal and
infant deaths. The National Rural Health Mission gives out the message on
the right age of marriage. This advertisement in Hindi uses masculinity as a
tool to overcome one of the most important problems which the country
faces. The importance of girl child education is stressed upon and it breaks
the silence on the right age of marriage. While the ad shows other male
members in the family bragging about their masculinity by fighting goons,
one man says he fought with the whole system to ensure that his daughter
goes to school.
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Sumanto Chattopadhya of O&M advertising agency being awarded for Best Advertisement by S. V. Sista
(Executive Trustee, Population First).

Tejaswini / Corporate Film of Tata Steel / Sumanto Chattopadhyay / Ogilvy
and Mather

Best Advertisement (2011-12)

This is about the Tejaswini project that took an unprecedented step in the
Indian steel industry by imparting technical training to women in the steel
plant. Technical work in steel plants was always considered an exclusively
male domain. This project thus broke gender stereotypes. The corporate film
of Tata’s 'Tejaswini’ made by Ogilvy and Mather in Hindi highlights the
efforts of the Tatas to empower women and provide opportunities of
alternative livelihoods through vocational education. The tribal women
members near Kalinanagar area in Odisha were being trained to undertake
various activities and become self sufficient. The film reflects the success of
Asha Hansda who took training for 2 months to become a heavy vehicle
driver under the project.
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Advertising Awards

O&M advertising agency team being awarded for the Bournvita ad by Suresh Shetty and Dr. A. L. Sharada.

Aadatein / Bournvita / Ogilvy and Mather

Best Advertisement / Product (2012-13)

The advertisement for Bournvita Aadatein — mother and son shows a mother
inspiring her child to greater heights by enhancing rather than subduing her
own skills so that he actually competes with her. It shows the mother having
the confidence to step out of home and be a high energy, high action role
model for her child with a compelling message that a mother can bring out
the best in her child by bringing out the best in her. It encourages mothers to
inculcate strong habits in their kids and focuses on the importance of
motherhood in shaping a child’s life.
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Team from Lowe Lintas advertising agency being awarded for Best Advertisement Service at the
National LMA, 2012-13 in Mumbai.

Bhagyalakshmi / LIC HFL / Lowe Lintas

Best Advertisement / Service (2012-13)

The advertisement for the Bhagyalakshmi Scheme of LIC for women’s home
loans is a path breaking one which highlights the right of a woman to own her
own house independent of her father’s or husband’s house. The ad aims to
cater to the needs of a growing number of women home seekers. This is a
particularly radical thought in a world where women own less than 1% of
global property.

Hum Chhuyenge Aasman / Government of Madhya Pradesh

Best Campaign on Girl Child (2012-13)

This campaign which won the best campaign on girl child is a
comprehensive multi media campaign that promoted sports among girl
children through various interventions. The well designed campaign by the
Department of Sports and Youth Wefare, Government of Madhya Pradesh
had a directimpact on the participation and performance of girls in a number
of sports events at the state, national and international levels.
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TVC/ She Can, You Can / Saloni / Tupperware / IBD INDIA

Best Brand Promotion (2012-13)

This ad celebrates women's entrepreneurial and leadership skills to make a
difference to the lives of other women. The television campaign features the
stories of Saloni Malhotra, who started a business process outsourcing unitin
rural India; and Chhavi Rajawat, credited with being the youngest woman
sarpanch in the country. The baseline is “She can, you can” as the campaign
hopes to get women to aspire to fulfil their dreams by joining the Tupperware
salesforce. The inspirational story of Saloni draws a parallel between her and
the increasing number of women who earn money and are empowered
through the direct marketing of Tupperware products.

Ladki Hui Hai / Kaun Banega Crorepati / Leo Burnett / TVC

Best Programme Promo (2012-13)

The promo Ladki hui hai for Kaun Banega Crorepati depicts the story of a
woman fighting gender discrimination from birth, till she wins the one crore
prize money. It sensitively showcases scenes of discrimination which are still
everyday occurrences in most parts of India. Her triumph at the end and the
never-say-die spirit all through the commercial is greatly inspiring to all
women, particularly parents of girls. The promo featuring Amitabh
Bachchan and aired frequently at prime time had created widespread
awareness about gender discrimination in families.

Team from Leo Burnett being awarded for Best Programme Promo at the National LMA, 2012-13 in Mumbai.
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Hawa Badlegi/Court Marriage / Havells Fans Lowe Lintas / TVC
Advertisement / Product (2012-13)

The series of ads speak about inclusiveness and gender equality and have
been crafted to highlight the need to initiate change in mindsets and stop
discrimination and inequality. The ads talk about the notion of a better
tomorrow with the tagline hawa badlegi. This is an attempt to change
people’s mindset through a campaign that chronicles change. The ideas of
social equality and gender equality have been adopted to promote the
product. The series of ads focus on greater inclusivity with the tagline "Hawa
badlegi” and feature a man offering to take his wife’s surname, a family
inviting a housemaid to join them at the dining table and the parents leaving
the choice of choosing the religion to the child —all challenging gender and
other forms of discrimination.
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Special Awards

Films

Gauri Shinde: English Vinglish

Best Mainline Film (2011-12)

Gauri Shinde won the award for English Vinglish, which deals with the issue
of under valuing of women’s work at home and the humiliation that women
are subjecting to for frivolous reasons, in this case her inability to speak
English, by the family members. The journey of Shashi to USA and her
success in gaining her own identity and self-respect makes it an interesting
film that drives home the message without compromising on the
entertainment value.

K. P. Suveeran: Byari

Best Feature Film (2011-12)

K. P. Suveeran was awarded (2011-12) for directing the film made in Beary
language and spoken by the Muslim communities in parts of Karnataka and
Kerala. It depicts the culture and tradition of the Byari community. It
highlights the strict laws and regulations of marriage, the pros and cons of
divorce in Islam and how it affects women. The film is based on issues
connected with marriage and divorce in Islam and tries to bring such
problems to the notice of Islamic law -makers.

Mrinal Kulkarni: Prem Manjhe Prem Manjhe Prem Astal?

Feature Film (2012-13)

Mrinal Kulkarni was awarded (2012-13) for the film Prem Manjhe Prem
Manjhe Prem Asta!? This Marathi film brings out the nuances of changing
gender equations by portraying the romance between two single parents,
Anushree and Rohit. The film, while portraying Rohit as taking over the
responsibilities of child care and the household without reservation, also
shows how Anushree picks up the pieces and gets on with her life. The
coming together of the two and the appearance of their estranged spouses
into their lives brings face to face the conventional expectations of society
from the woman to return to her husband and her desire to get on with her life
with the new companion.
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Special Awards

Theatre

PurvaNaresh: OK, Tata Bye Bye

Special Jury Award (2011-12)

Purva Naresh was awarded for the Hindi play OK, Tata, Bye Bye, which is
based on Bachchda women, who by tradition are sex workers. The play
tackles the sensitive issue of caste-based prostitution. Directed by Rabijita
Gogoi and written by Purva Naresh, the play is the story of a filmmaker
couple, Pooja and Mitch, who come to India for shooting a documentary on
the subject but have to face a lot of problems in their journey.

Ramanjeet Kaur: Baawre Mann Ke Sapne

Ramanjeet Kaur (2012-13) was awarded for the Hindi play Baawre Mann Ke
Sapne, an all women production enacted by homemakers who have gone
through vigorous training in discipline of time, space and body besides
sessions on acting and communication.The play talks about upper and
middle class Indian women as being the most unprivileged lot in terms of not
having a voice. It has used theatre as a therapy for homemakers. The actors,
all homemakers, have shared their anxieties, deep dark secrets, and joys and
sorrows. Excerpts from short stories by Indian women writers like Jhumpa
Lahiri and Bulbul Sharma have been woven into the narrative.
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Books

Gita Aravumudan: Disappearing Daughters: The Tragedy of Female
Foeticide

Special Jury Award for Best Book — Non-Fiction (2011-12)

Gita Aravumudan got the Special Jury award for her book 'Disappearing
Daughters: The Tragedy of Female Foeticide’. She talks about an organized
crime with the assistance of ultrasound technology to determine the child’s
sex. A compelling account of ‘female foeticide’ in India, the book is a
valuable study of the problem. She has used investigative reporting to
explore different aspects of the issue, its beginnings and backlash and how it
can be stemmed. The book combines interviews, case studies, analyses,
statistics and history and also suggests the way forward that may save future

generations of daughters.

= "I.:r .f.l_ |I |
Author Gita Aravumudan with Dr. A. L. Sharada, Director Population First
at the National LMA, 2011-12

splemy |e1dads



Special Awards

Ranjit Lal: Faces in the Water

Special Jury Award for Best Book - Fiction (2011-12)

Ranjit Lal was awarded for ‘Faces in the Water’ which deals with the subject
of infanticide and son preference. The Diwanchand family boasted of having
only sons; no daughters. The water from a magical well in their farmhouse
was the reason behind this ‘good fortune’, they said. One day, fifteen-year-
old Gurmi sets out to look for the well and what he sees changes everyone’s
world forever. The faces of three girls look up at him from the water, and draw
him into a world of fun, games and cyber magic. And Gurmi has to face up to
an unnerving truth as murky as the surreal well. ‘Faces in the Water” is the
story of lives lost to appease our society’s insatiable hunger for male children,
and the price families pay for its sake.

Dr. Lakhbir Kaur: Desh Vibhajan aur Naari ki Trasadi

Non-Fiction (2012-13)

Dr. Lakbir Kaur Verma was awarded for her non-fiction book in Hindi
Desh Vibhajan Aur Naari ki Trasadli, an analysis of more than 40 novels and
100 short stories written in a number of languages during partition and post
partition period. The author analyses the projection of women in these
writings and also the impact of partition on women. What happened to the
thousands of women during partition? Women who were violated, raped,
abducted? Women who were left homeless? Women who went missing?
Children who were born out of rape? These were the questions which had
driven the study but unfortunately the literature of one of the most traumatic
periods of our history does not provide many answers.
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Special Laadli Awards

Shaukat Kaifi receiving the "Laadli of the Century’ Award from Naseeruddin Shah.

Shaukat Kaifi

Laadli of the Century (2012-13)

Shaukat Kaifi was given this award for her years of sincerity and dedication to
the world of theatre and cinema. She has played diverse characters — ranging
from the meekest to the vilest person. She is remembered as Pagli in the play
Pagli, as the black woman in Africa Jawan Pareshaan, Amma in Garam
Hawa, Khanum Jaan in Umrao Jaan and Madam of the brothel in Salaam
Bombay. She showed the world glimpses of the reality of a woman'’s life
through her different roles. She started her career in Prithvi Theatre playing
various characters in plays like Deewar, Ahooti, Africa Jawan Pareshaan,
Naukrani ki Talash, and Pagli. While with IPTA, she acted in Garam Hawa in
1974 directed by M. S. Sathyu.
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Bhanu Athaiya receiving the ‘Laadli Lifetime Achievement’ Award from Filmmaker Ashutosh Gowariker.

Bhanu Athaiya

Lifetime Achievement Award (2011-12)

Bhanu Athaiya was given this special award. She started as a freelance
fashion illustrator and went on to become the most well-respected costume
designer of Indian cinema. She has worked in over 100 films since the 1950s
with noted Indian directors as well as International ones like Conrad
Rooks and Richard Attenborough. She won the Academy Award for the
Best Costume Design for her work in the 1982 film Gandhi. She was the first
Indian to win an Academy Award. She has also won two National Awards.
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Special Laadli Awards

Artist Lalitha Lajmi receiving the ’Lifetime Achievement * Award from Shabana Azmi and Health Minister,
Shri Suresh Shetty.

Lalitha Lajmi

LaadliLifetime Achievement Award (2012-13)

Lalitha Lajmi was given this Award because her paintings portray women
with mirrors, symbolizing self reflections and masks, indicating how
everyone puts a mask to conceal their true feelings. Her focus has always
been on women and man-woman relationships. She started painting in the
early 1960s when she participated in a group exhibition at Jehangir Art
Gallery. Her first solo exhibition was in 1961. Over a career spanning
five decades, she has had several exhibitions both at national and
international platforms.

Rina Mukherji

Laadli Extraordinaire (2012-13)

Rina Mukherji was given this Award because she challenged her her illegal
termination arising out of a complaint of sexual harassment at the workplace
against The Statesman, Kolkata. She won her case after more than ten years of
relentless pursuit. The judgement, delivered by the Industrial Tribunal in
Kolkata. It was the first such delivered in India, which ordered that she be
reinstated with full back wages. This award honours those journalists who
have shown exemplary courage, tenacity and commitment in fighting
against gender violence and for gender justice.
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Our Jury
2011-12
Pradyuman Maheshwari
Vishwanath Sachdev
Prakash Bal Joshi
Sathya Saran
Mahesh Bhatt

Juhi Chaturvedi
Deepa Gahlot
Aanand Mahendroo
Vimla Patil

Ramesh Narayan
Neeru Nanda
Pradeep Guha
Mrinmayee Ranade
Sameera Khan
Goutam Rakshit

2012-13
Vishwanath Sachdev
Sidharth Bhatia
Shishir Joshi

Sathya Saran
Shobhaa De

Lynn de Souza
Nandini Sardesai
Dilip D’Souza

Satish Nandagaonkar
Monica Wabhi

Mrinmayee Ranade
K. V. Sridhar (POPS)

Monica Tata

Ranjona Banerji

Media Professional

Writer, Former Editor, Maharashtra Times
Artist and Author

Executive Editor, Enclomedia

Director, Producer, Screen Writer

Screen Writer and Advertising Professional
Writer and Journalist

Screen Writer, Director and Producer
Social Activist and Media Professional
Advertising Professional

Writer

Managing Director, 9X Media Pvt. Ltd.
Editor, Madhurima, Dainik Divya Marathi
Journalist and Writer

Advertising Professional

Editor, Navneet Journal
Journalist

CEO, Joining Dots & Founder Trustee of
Engage India Foundation

Journalist

Writer and Columnist

Founder, Social Access Communications
Sociologist

Writer and Journalist

Senior Editor, The Telegraph

Founder and Director of South Asian
Children’s Cinema Forum

Editor, Madhurima

Chief Creative Officer, India Sub-continent,
Leo Burnett

Managing Director, South Asia, HBO India
Pvt. Ltd.

Freelance Journalist
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Our Coordinators

Our Coordinators

Dolly Thakore has been the Coordinator of the National Laadli Media
Awards for Gender Sensitivity since its inception in 2007. She is a veteran
theatre actress and casting director. Trained in radio and television with BBC
London, she became one of the leading newscasters and television hosts,
interviewing prominent citizens from India and abroad. Dolly Thakore came
into the limelight as News reader in English for Mumbai Doordarshan. Most
of her career has been spent on the stage, acting in plays by master
playwrights including Tennessee Williams’ Streetcar Named Desire, Arthur
Miller’s All My Sons, Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party, and Edward Albee’s
Who's Afraid of Virgnia Woolf. She has been associated for over 10 years
with The Vagina Monologues, a part of a global movement to end violence
againstwomen

Western Region Coordinators

Revathi Asokan, Bhairav Desai —Mumbai
Ila Vakharia, Harita Talati— Ahmedabad
Tanu Dwivedi —Jaipur

Mumbai Secretariat: Miral Gosalia, Bhakti Vasani and Smita Pagnis

Northern Region Coordinators
Alka Pande - Lucknow

Madhavi Shree —New Delhi
Kumud Singh —Bhopal

Sohan Singh Rawat—Chandigarh

Southern Region Coordinators

Susheela Nair—Bengaluru

BhuvanesvariS., Sudha S waminathan —Chennai

Siby Kattampally, Bina Nair, Meera Ashok — Thiruvanthapuram

Satyavati Kondaveeti, Roopa Vani Koneru — Hyderabad

Eastern Region Coordinators
Manjira Majumdar —Kolkata
Manipadma Jena, Sanjaya Jena, Sandeep Sahu —Bhubaneshwar

Shikha Jyothi Hazarika, Ujjal Borah, Partha Prabal Goswami— Guwabhati
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Collaborating Agencies

Southern Region

Kesari Memorial Journalists’ Trust is a philanthropic organisation that works
for the capacity building and welfare of journalists in Thiruvananthapuram.
It was established about four decades ago and many well known journalists
were its office bearers. The name Kesari comes from the legendary
Malayalam Journalist, Kesari Balakrishana Pillai, who shaped Malayalam
journalism and played a pivotal role in shaping Malayali culture and thought
in the last century.

Bhumika Women’s Collective, Hyderabad was started in the year 1994 to
provide legal assistance to women in distress. Since 2006, they are running a
helpline “Bhumika Helpline” to support women in distress through
telephonic counselling and linkage building. Bhumika has emerged as an
advocacy organisation at the state level. It is also coordinating an initiative
called “Support Centre for Women” located in police stations as a support
mechanism for survivors of violence.

Eastern Region

Kolkata Sanved pioneered the use of dance movement as an alternative
approach to recovery, healing and psycho-social rehabilitation of victims of
violence and trafficking, and is working towards establishing itself as a
Centre of Excellence for Dance Movement Therapy (DMT) in South Asia.
Kolkata Sanved has been conferred the prestigious Beyond Sport Award
2009 in the 'Best Project For Health” category, The Diane von Furstenberg
(DVF) Award in 2011 and The 24 Ghanta News Maker 2012 Award for
outstanding achievement.

Northern Region

Sahayog, Lucknow is an NGO working for women’s empowerment and
emancipation. By providing relevant information to poor rural marginalized
women, Sahayog helps them access and realize their individual rights and
makes them aware of all the privileges they are entitled to. It works with the
mission of promoting gender equality and women'’s health by strengthening
partnership-based advocacy.
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Collaborating Agencies

TRIOs Development Support Pvt. Ltd.,, New Delhi is a national level
professional research and consultancy organisation established by a group of
experienced development professionals. It provides a basket of affordable,
competent and high quality innovative solutions and technical support and
services to various State Governments, Development Partners/Donor
Agencies, Foundations, Corporate Sector and Civil Society for Sustainable

Social Development.
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Our Supporters: 2011-2014

Dynamatic Technologies Ltd.

Essar Services India Ltd.

Make A Difference Foundation

R. Jhunjhunwala Foundation

Aditya Birla Managements Corporation Pvt. Ltd.
Cowasji Shavaksha Dinshaw Adenwalla Trust
Godrej Industries Ltd.

Hitkari Trading Corporation

Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation

Niraj Bajaj (Wular Trust)

Puncham A Child Aid Association

Reliance Industires Ltd.

Satellite Foundation

Simone Naval Tata & Noel Naval Tata
Skindia Finance

Symphony Ltd.

Tata Sons Ltd.

United Phosphorus Ltd.

Our Media Partners

Patrika Group

CNBC Awaaz
Exchange4media.com
Infochange
Hindustan

Tehelka

Metro India

Chhattisgarh Times



Our Creative Contributors
Dance by Students of NGO Umang

Group Performance by Klnkini, Jaipur

Solo Dance by Ms. Suranjana Dasgupta

Dance by Kolkata Sanved, Kolkata

Songs by Usha Uthup, Kolkata

Dance by Noopura Institute of Classical Dance and Music, Thiruvanthapuram
Dance by Soorya Group, Thiruvanthapuram

Dance Performance by Children of NGO Asha Jyoti, Lucknow
Kathak Recital by Dr. Kumkum Dhar

Dance by Students from AMCHI Project, Thane Dist. Mumbai
Music Performance by Padmashri Shubha Mudgal

Recital by Saxophone Sisters, Mumbai

Dance Performance by Shiamik’s Victory Arts Foundation, Mumbai
Music by Members of National Street Performing Arts, Mumbai
Dance by Massunoori Dance Academy, Hyderabad

Dance by Children from Melody Foundation, Delhi

Odissi Performance by Ms. Kasturi Pattanaik and her Troupe, Delhi
Dance by Students of Kangaroo Kids, Mumbai

Theatre by The Creative Arts, Kolkata

Dance by Children of NGO Samvedna, Ahmedabad

Play by Aditi Desai and her troupe, Ahmedabad

Dance by Children from NGO Kopal Vani, Chhattisgarh

Pandavani Recital by Smt. Ritu Verma, Chhattisgarh

232



Population First

Population First is a communications and advocacy initiative for a balanced,
planned and stable population. It was registered in March 2002 under the
Bombay Public Trust Act 1950. Our key objectives: to help reduce gender
imbalances in the population; sensitize the youth to gender and social
development issues; and work towards gender sensitive and social
development oriented health and population programmes.

AMCHI - Action for Mobilisation of Community Health Initiatives is a
community health and village development project which is being
implemented in 66 villages in the Shahapur block of Thane district
in Maharashtra. Our focus is on community mobilisation and empowerment
of women, youth and village institutions to ensure efficiency, accountability,
and transparency in the implementation of health and social development
programmes.

Youth Interventions — The project includes a series of capacity-building
workshops for college teachers in training and communication skills, for
addressing gender and sex selection issues with the youth. The Laadli
Changemaker Clubs launched in 2011, also aims to sensitise college students
through various activities about gender issues.

Our Trustees

Keshub Mahindra (Chairman), Mrs. Rajashree Birla, Jamshyd Godrej,

Deepak Parekh, Dr. M. S. Swaminathan, Mrs. Urvi Piramal, Dr. Indu Shahani,
S. V. Sista (Executive Trustee).



Laadli

Laadli works with various stakeholder groups to change the mindset that
undervalues the girl child and makes her unwanted in millions of Indian
homes. Through our comprehensive communications campaign we try to
address the gender discrimination and inequality between the sexes, which
is at the root of this problem. We work with the youth, media, medical
community at large to change this mindset and question the deep-rooted son
preference in our society.

The Laadli Media Advocacy initiatives put the focus on gender in the media
and work towards building a gender-just society. Population First is
committed to building such a perspective by engaging the media in
discussions on how it can shape, indeed, change mindsets. Through our
media interventions, we hope to accelerate the behaviour change.

We have conducted interactions with Creative Directors of advertising
companies and entertainment channels. We have also instituted Media
Fellowship for working journalists. With our National Creative Excellence
Awards for Social Change (NCEA) project we brought the rich pool of
creative professionals in the country to support the cause of the girl child
by developing appropriate, creative and high-impact communication
messages. The shortlisted entries can be viewed on our website. Our "Power
Media For Social Justice” workshop for working and student journalists are
highly appreciated.
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Shetty House, 3rd floor,
101, M. G. Road, Mumbai - 400 001.
Tel. : 491 22 22626672 Fax: +91 22 22702217
info@populationfirst.org

www.populationfirst.org
FB: http://www.facebook.com/groups/Laadli/
Blog: http://laadlimerilaadli.blogspot.in/
Twitter Handle: Laadli_PF

Contributions to Population First are exempt
from tax under section 80G of Income Tax Act.



el

Celebrate Her Life

An Initiative by Population First

www.populationfirst.org
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Dr. A. L. Sharada

Dr. Sharada is active in the
developmental sector for the last

25 years as a researcher, trainer and
programme manager. She is the
Director of Population First since the
last 12 years. She had the opportunity
to work with international agencies
like UNICEF, UNFPA and other
non-government organisations as a
consultant. She was on the faculty of
the Central University of Hyderabad
and Indian Institute of Health
Management Research, Jaipur. She
was invited by the State Department
of USA to represent India under the
International Visitors Leadership
Programme (IVLP) on Role of NGOs in
Global Gender Issues. She is a special
invitee to the State Supervisory Board
on PCPNDT Act, and was a member
of the Committee constituted to
suggest amendments to the MTP Act.

Nita Shirali

Nita Shirali completed her post-
graduation in History from Jadavpur
University, Kolkata. After a brief stint
in a Kolkata-based newspaper, she
has, since 1990, been associated with
several NGOs working on women's
issues in Kolkata and then in Mumbai.
Among the organisations she has
worked with in Mumbai include
Akshara and, more recently,
Population First.

Supported by

Population First

Through the Gender Lens brings to
you the writings from across the
country that reflect exemplary
courage, commitment and sincerity of
media persons in reporting on gender
issues. It is a compilation of some of
the most gender-sensitive writing
chosen specifically from our award
winning entries from print, electronic
and web media. The media persons
represented in Through the Gender
Lens cut across different types of
media organizations — from national
newspapers and TV channels to
regional publications to community
newspapers and radio. The stories
from regions facing insurgency,
Naxalism and armed conflict are
particularly riveting as they give us an
insight into their impact on women
and their lives.

The articles and features showcase
how events, incidents, progammes,
policies and data could be analyzed
using a gender lens. They demonstrate
the role of the media as the watchdog,
the conscience keeper and the change
maker. The insights they bring out are
thought provoking and the stories
they narrate are inspiring and at times
heart-rending.

www.facebook.com/groups/Laadli/

Laadli_PF
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