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Laadli Media Awards are true inspiration for all

those who are willing to devote their creative life for

the cause of gender sensitization. It gives recognition

to the recipients and encourages them to work

harder in future.

– Vice-Chancellor of the

Kushabhau Thakre University of Journalism

and Mass Communication, Raipur

Sachidanand Joshi isSachidanand Joshi

I think LMAAGS is an important initiative,

as much of the mainstream media ignores women's

issues and the media reportage that does exist is

often gender insensitive. In such a scenario, it is

imperative to give the right signals and recognize the

work of people who are giving the right kind of story

and display the right sensitivity. While judging,

I came across some very poignant and powerfully

written stories as well as some very well researched

features that impressed me.

– is a writer based in Gurgoan and

is the author of the 'Rangeeli Duniya' series for

children

Ms. Manjul Bajaj

“

”

At a time when safety of women is THE ISSUE

plaguing the country, Laadli awards are a milestone

in recognizing the efforts by women who brave all

odds to set an example not just for themselves but

also for millions of others globally. It encourages

others to come forward and be a part of a movement

for making the world a place of peace, respect,

honour and dignity for women.

– is a senior media professional currently

associated with ABP News

Sunil Jha

“

“

”

”
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Laadli

Laadli

Laadli

began as an idea that promised to bring about a silent revolution in

mainstream media. It promised to push the levers of change to challenge

gender stereotypes in everyday television commercials and news reporting.

It was not about one-time statements. It was about an ongoing movement

that would create a visible shift over time. It was about silent but impactful

storylines that would seep into everyday conversations to create a more

equal narrative. The shift was barely noticeable to an everyday viewer but

the impact was more than perceptible to those who spearheaded this change.

Voices that were silenced before now shared an opinion. Roles that were

gendered before now broke the mould. The media industry rose to the

formidable challenge of portraying a gender-equal society – of creating an

ideal would inspire emulation in the real world.

The media awards continue to be a touchstone for gender-sensitive

work in mainstream media. With the increasing popularity of the awards,

there is a discernible change in the quality of entries received over the years.

The submissions clearly reflect that there is better understanding of what

constitutes gender sensitive portrayal and reporting. The awards were

institutionalized to not only honour those who dared to mirror the complete

picture but also to encourage others to join the league.

The following pages applaud the efforts of journalists and media persons by

compiling their work in this second edition of the series. Some stories offer

resolution while others incite agitation. The narratives portray limitations and

allow possibilities for change. The protagonists are as much in the pages of

the book as are those who dared to uphold the inconvenient truth as it were.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) strives to address

discriminatory practices that impede gender equality. UNFPA India

commends Population First for launching the initiative and is proud of

its association with it. The journey of creating an equal world is replete with

its fair share of tribulations and triumphs. However, committed partners in

change make the journey worthwhile. With each passing year, alternate

voices gain greater strength, the possibilities of change gain tangible

contours and the distant destination ceases to be that far away.

UNFPARepresentative, India and Bhutan

Frederika Meijer

Foreword
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I am very happy to present the second volume of award winning entries of the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity.

is a compilation of a few select award winning entries from

2011-2014 covering the fourth, fifth and sixth rounds of awards. While all the

award winning entries deserve to be in the book, we had to make a difficult

choice of putting only a few in this collection which reflect the different

gender perspectives in journalistic writing.

I greatly appreciate the effort put in by Dr. A. L. Sharada, our Director and

Nita Shirali in putting this collection together. I hope you enjoy reading the

book as much as we have enjoyed putting it together.

We see a definite change in the way media is covering gender issues in the

last five years. Their role in reporting violence against women and changing

the way the country perceives heinous crimes like rape and sexual violence

is praiseworthy. Yet, at the same time, there is a need to work towards making

Gender Sensitivity a core value of journalistic writing and programming.

There is an urgent need for the media professional bodies, networks and

regulators to promote Gender Sensitivity as an integral part of journalism,

both as a calling as well as an industry.

The last few years have seen many women centric films which succeeded at

the box office as well, breaking the myth that women centric movies are not

commercially viable. Their success also proves that audiences are ready for

such movies.

I see encouraging signs ahead of Media and Advertising projecting women

and gender issues with more sensitivity. The Media Awards will

continue to be part of this transformation with your support and guidance.

Laadli Through the

Gender Lens

Laadli

Executive Trustee, Population First

S. V. Sista

Preface
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The last nine years were quite exciting and challenging for us. Working

closely with media and advertising, we were often overwhelmed by the

positive response from leaders in these fields. Rarely did we encounter any

resistance or opposition which proves that the media and advertising

fraternity is willing to be part of the change that we want. The fact that the

number of entries has reached from 100+ in 2007 to 1700+ in 2014, shows

the growing gender sensitivity in the media. We have also observed a

discernible improvement in the quality of entries which once again reflects

the concerns of the new generation media and advertising persons with

regard to gender issues. It is also heartening to note that a majority of our

winners are below 35 years of age.

This book is divided into five segments: Decoding Gender, Writing on

Current Events, Reporting on Gender-Based Violence and Discrimination,

Analysing Policies and Programmes and Interpreting Research. Each section

is accompanied by a conceptual note on how the selected entries enhance

gender understanding.

The writings reflect the commitment and hard work put in by the journalists.

Many of the stories had a positive impact with the Government Agencies, the

Police and the Judiciary responding to the stories and initiating action to

mend the situation or provide succour to the survivors of violence.

The stories make riveting reading and expose the various dimensions of

gender inequality and violence that prevail in the country.

Director, Population First

Dr. A. L. Sharada

From the Editor's Desk
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Covered 28 states and 6 union territories of India

13 languages

Entries increased from 120 in 2007-08 to 1700+ in 2012-13.

: Print, TV, OOH,

Radio, Digital, Direct Mail

: Newspaper, Magazine

and Feature Service Investigative Reports, Editorials,

Op-Eds and Columns

: TV, Radio News Features, Features,

Documentaries, Serials, Radio Plays,

Topical Programmes and Issue-based

Programmes

News Features, Features, Articles,

Blogs and Columns

Dance, Dance-Drama, Theatre,

Feature Films, Cartoons and

Multi-Media

Advertising

Print

Electronic

Web

Other Media

Service, Product and Public Service

News Features, Features,

•

•

•

Media Categories

Scope of Media AwardsLaadli
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Gender sensitivity in media is often assumed to involve women-centric writing. Yes, it

is about women but is written seeing the issues through a gender lens. It is also about

the social construction of what it is to be a man or a woman and what happens when

one does not fit into this dichotomy; the power equations between the various

genders; and the restrictions imposed on them by the gendering process. The stories

in this section highlight a few such dimensions of gender and how they are being

challenged and redefined.

S. Vijay Kumar’s story on a transgender athlete and Sindhuja’s photo feature on the

Kithadavar transgender festival of Koovagam highlight how those not fitting into the

gender dichotomy of male and female are marginalized in society. Both write-ups

succeed in highlighting the need for putting in place more gender inclusive systems

and institutions.

Aditi Bhaduri and Banesh highlight the stories of women who are quietly breaking

into the male bastions of the occupation of railway porters and masonry work in

Chattisgarh and Kerala respectively. While on the one side the women porters break

the myth that women cannot carry heavy loads, the women masons are proving that

they can do a lot more in construction work than merely carrying loads.

Yet another group which is often neglected in gender discourse is the single woman.

The near universality of marriage and the dominance of family often relegate single

women to the background. Vaidehi’s feature focuses on the struggles of single women

to assert themselves in a patriarchal society.

Breaking the silence around harmful social practices that increase the vulnerability of

women, undermine their dignity and equality and bringing those issues into the

public domain is yet another aspect of gender sensitive writing. Lina Chacki’s writing

on the exploitation of and violence against the baulins in a so called egalitarian and

liberal Baul community, Nishat Shamsi’s feature on bride bazaars in Maharashtra,

Rina Mukherji’s feature on menstrual taboos and Debarshi’s feature on the practice of

female genital mutilation in the Bohra community in India, point to the ways and

means by which various institutions and cultural practices work to restrict the

freedom and rights of women.

The under-valuing of women’s contribution as a home-maker and the double burden

of working women is an important aspect of gender roles which is highlighted in a

lighter but effective manner by Swathi Sharma while Amita Bade focuses on the

menial job of rag picking and unravels the caste and gender underpinnings of

the occupation.

Deconstructing
Gender



‘Weaker Sex? You Must be Joking!'
March 11, 2011

This feature is about women porters in Chattisgarh’s Raipur railway station

who have stormed yet another male bastion. Their saga of courage and

optimism inspires the author to document their journey so far. These women

have overcome a lot of restrictions and barriers to break into this domain.

As the train slowly chugged into Chhattisgarh’s Raipur station, my eyes

beheld a scene I had never imagined to find in a state that is considered one

of India’s least developed. A sari-clad porter was hurtling down the station

with bags on her head.

For a moment I was unsure whether she was indeed a porter. But then she

most definitely wore the signature red jacket and on her head was the rolled

up piece of cloth that porters use to cushion themselves from the heavy

luggage they carry.

Determined to find out more, I set out to meet this woman. And what a saga

of determination and optimism her life turned out to be.

Born and brought up in Rajnandgaon, the pleasant looking and always

smiling Parasai Sahu (36) studied till Std. 10. When she turned 18, her

parents got her married. Her husband worked as a bus conductor, earning

about Rs. 2,000 a month, but the fragile state of his health meant that Parasai

had no option but to look for a job to provide for her two children – a son and

a daughter – and her parents-in-law. So she turned to her uncle, a porter, who

helped her get a sweeper’s job at Raipur railway station.

She worked as a sweeper for four months, earning Rs. 2,400, which helped

to supplement the family income. Then her husband gave up his job as

a conductor and began working at the village cycle repair shop. This meant

a decrease in income. From then on, Parasai was in search for a more

paying occupation.

Print and Web Media

Aditi Bhaduri, WFS

Aditi Bhaduri is an independent journalist and researcher, who

writes for both the Indian and international media. She also acts as a

consultant to various organizations on issues of foreign policy,

conflict resolution, and gender. She won the award for the Best News

Report at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12.Laadli
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Opportunity came in the form of Maanbai (30). Never in her life would

Maanbai have thought that one day she would inspire another woman to

seek a better future. But Maanbai, even if she did not acknowledge it herself,

had already established herself as an unusual woman. A year ago, she was

appointed as the first woman porter at the Raipur railway station.

Maanbai had been married to a porter working here. When her husband fell

ill and died, the station authorities gave her his job. The work was arduous,

without doubt, but as the sole earning member of her family she had little

choice but to carry on with all the courage she could muster.

Unknown to her, she was also quietly playing a part in transforming someone

else’s life.

Parasai says, “When I worked as a sweeper, every day I would see Maanbai

working as a porter. She seemed so confident and in control, I wanted to

emulate her.” So, she mustered the courage to approach the station

authorities and ask if she could do similar work. To her huge surprise, they

agreed. She was given a form that she filled up with the help of her uncle

and finally, in October 2010, Parasai – like Maanbai – started working as a

station porter.

She is currently in her training period which will last another two months.

Her work will then be evaluated by a station officer. The training has not

exactly been a cakewalk. She’s had to undergo a medical test to get a fitness

certificate that entailed running a distance of 400 metres and walking for

200 metres within five minutes while carrying a weight of 40 kilos. She did it.

However, life as a porter has its challenges. It was not the punishing work as

much as the jealousy of male porters that has occasionally queered the pitch.

These men reportedly waste no opportunity to harass the two of them. Rues

Parasai, “I don’t think many of the male porters liked it when Maanbai and I

began working as porters”. They felt we were intruding in their territory and

would always pass snide remarks about us. Sometimes they even dissuaded

willing passengers from hiring us. We are pleasant with passengers, but even

that has been misinterpreted by our male colleagues, who float rumours that

we flirt with the passengers!”

Things came to a head when a male porter physically threatened Maanbai

and Parasai. The women were forced to report this to the station master who –
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fortunately – stood by them. Things have been more peaceful since and both

the station authorities and the passengers have generally been supportive.

“Once I saw three VIPs. I don’t know who they were, but when they saw us –

me and Parasai – they were so encouraging. They gave me Rs. 10 as

baksheesh (tip),” recalls Maanbai.

The main problem they now encounter is that passengers are often reluctant

to hire them. “Sometimes they feel sorry for us and prefer a male porter to

carry their luggage; sometimes they are worried that by making a woman

carry their luggage they would be committing a sin. “Paap chad jayega, they

say,” reveals Parasai. She adds, “What they don’t understand is that they are

helping us when they make us work and that we need this work to survive.”

She recalls her first encounter with a passenger. “I was nervous on the first

day. I fervently wanted my work to be appreciated. It was a family that hired

me and paid me for the first time. I earned Rs. 30 on that occasion and I am

grateful to that family to this day.”

For now, Maanbai and Parasai are the only women porters at the Raipur

station. They are daily wage earners, earning Rs. 100 each day on an

average. The official rate for the services of a porter here is Rs. 20 for every

40 kilos of luggage.

Sometimes, however, passengers tip them a few extra rupees. They get no

free days, but have to apply for leave when they want the day off.

For Maanbai, working as a porter was an imperative, but for Parasai it was

totally a matter of choice. So what does her family think about her

unconventional job? “They do not mind it. My husband is encouraging. Until

now I have earned about Rs. 3,000-4,000 a month, which is more than what

he does.” Yet, it is her husband who remains the decision-maker in the

family. Parasai hands her entire earnings to him every day. From this sum, he

gives her money to travel to work and to get something to eat. He also

decides how the money is to be spent. “We rarely buy anything for ourselves.

We buy what the children want. We don’t have a TV, so we are saving up for

that,” she says.

Parasai leaves home at six in the morning. It takes her about four hours to

commute to the station and back. This means that she is home only around

By Choice, Not Chance
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eight at night. So, who looks after the house? “My daughter and my

mother-in-law cook, clean and manage between themselves. I wash the

clothes,” she says. Her husband does not, of course, contribute to handling

the daily chores.

The tough work schedule of these two women could faze many a strong man.

But neither Maanbai nor Parasai regret being porters. Explains Parasai with

great enthusiasm, “We are village women. We are strong and used to hard

labour. I do not find the work tiring. I am very happy to do this work and enjoy

it. I just want to complete the training. Then, I can continue to work with

confidence, knowing that my job is permanent.”

First it was Maanbai who inspired Parasai. Now she in turn is inspiring others.

“Today the women in my village ask me if they can also apply for such a job,”

she says with a smile.
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Dance performance at the event during the 2011-12 Laadli Media Awards.Thiruvanthapuram
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Where Protectors Couldn't Transcend Gender
May 21, 2013

This report is about the gender discrimination faced by transgenders. Citing

the story of a famous athlete who was denied a job in the police force

because of being transgender, the author says how in spite of the Constitution

providing for social justice, they are denied their basic rights. There is a very

urgent need for a support system to educate and empower transgenders and

to mainstream them into society with equal opportunities and rights.

The Hindu.

Joining the police force was a dream come true for this promising athlete

from Villupuram district in Tamil Nadu. But the joy did not last long as she

was dismissed from service a couple of months later. Reason: it was found

during a routine medical check that she was a transgender.

Hailing from a poor family – her father works as a scavenger in the local

municipality – the constable tried her best to convince police officials that

she would produce results on a par with their expectations, but in vain. The

department made it clear that the force could accommodate either men or

women, but there was no place for the third gender.

She had a good track record in sports, NCC and academics. She performed

well in the written examination, physical test and personal interview and was

selected for the post of Grade-II police constable. “Women police recruits

have to undergo a medical check for pregnancy. During this exercise, it was

found that this particular constable was a transgender. She had qualified

based on the physical standards set for women. After a preliminary enquiry,

the person was dismissed from service,” a senior police official told

The woman participated in State-level athletic meets and bagged several

medals. On hearing the news, her shocked parents appealed to the

Superintendent of Police not to make public the reason for her dismissal.

S. Vijay Kumar, The Hindu

S. Vijay Kumar is with The Hindu in Chennai. He won the award for

Best News Report at the Media and Advertising Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.

Laadli
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This is not the first time that a transgender who made it to the force was

unable to function. “Santhi Soundararajan, who made the country proud by

winning a silver medal at the Asian Games in Doha, also qualified for

appointment in the police department. Despite repeated reminders from the

Police Training College, she did not join duty. Perhaps, she was scared that

her gender might cost her the job someday…,” the officer said. Santhi had

failed a gender test and lost her silver medal.

V. Suresh, advocate and human rights activist, said it was grossly unfair that a

person who qualified for a post should be denied the opportunity and

penalised for what nature had given to that person. “This is also arbitrary and

goes against Constitutional principles. Article 15 provides for social justice

in the context of people suffering discrimination. Transgenders squarely

fall under this category, though the term was not used when the Constitution

was written. The very spirit of Article 15 is to undo discrimination by

providing reservation.”

Saying that Tamil Nadu was in the forefront in devising social policies,

Dr. Suresh, who is also the national general secretary of PUCL, wanted the

state to take a stand on the issue of transgenders and render justice by

accommodating them as a category in education and employment.

According to Vikranth Prasanna, founder of 'Chennai Dost', which supports

the LGBT community in Tamil Nadu, there was a need for a support system to

educate and empower transgenders. “We appreciate the initiative of the

Dindigul Collector who gave a job to a transgender in a Government

Hospital. We hear that students were sent out of colleges when their gender

transformation became visible. Even in a popular IT firm, a well-qualified

transgender was asked to leave,” he said.

This kind of discrimination would only force transgenders to indulge in

commercial sex or resort to begging. “If livelihood is not guaranteed even to

the qualified ones, where will they go?” he asked.
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Taboos Take their Toll on Women
April 25, 2011

This feature talks about some taboos that simply refuse to go away. She

focuses on the taboos associated with women's menstrual period. By

conforming to regressive practices relating to menstrual period like using

cloth instead of disposable pads, not being given nutritious food, not being

allowed to enter the house and use toilets etc, women undergo a lot of

difficulties. Basic hygiene takes a back seat and they become more

susceptible to infections and prolonged reproductive health problems.

The recently-concluded 4th South Asian Conference on Sanitation

(SACOSAN) has ended with the Colombo declaration, which puts emphasis

on promoting menstrual hygiene all over South Asia to accomplish the

Millennium Development Goal (MDG 7) of making available water and

sanitation for all by 2015.

The statement has called for including in monitoring mechanisms specific

indicators for high priority measures such as Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

(WASH) in schools, handwashing and menstrual hygiene. The declaration

has sought to build and strengthen capacity for sanitation and hygiene

implementation, including investing in higher education facilities,

development of curricula, research and development, knowledge exchange

and partnership development.

This is most edifying for a region where menstrual taboos have, time and

again, put women at risk. Fortunately, the last few years have seen an

increased consciousness on the matter and specific initiatives have been

taken to address the needs of women and girls in India.

In India and other countries in the region, menstruation is associated with

being unclean.

As revealed by a UNICEF survey done under the aegis of the Sanitation,

Hygiene, Education and Water Supply in Bangladesh programme, drying

Rina Mukherji /www.justfemme.in

Rina Mukherji was recently awarded the Robert Bosch Stiftung

Media Fellowship to report on Euroscience Pen Forum (ESOF 2012)

Dublin. She contributes for www.justfemme.in

She won the award for the Best Feature at the Media Awards

for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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menstrual rags in dirty, hidden corners of the house results in women using

wet rags most of the time, particularly in the monsoon. Such a practice

caused teenaged Monira to suffer from severe vaginal itching due to

bacterial infection.

In the case of Shahana, an adolescent Bangladeshi girl, drying her menstrual

rag on a bean tree in the garden proved fatal. An insect that had settled on the

cloth which was drying in a shady grove away from bright sunlight found its

way into her vagina. The resultant infection proved fatal, and caused her an

untimely death.

The problem is compounded by the low priority given in families to women's

health. The 2004 Bangladesh Family and Health Survey found that a

husband's decision determined whether or not a woman would seek medical

help for a serious gynaecological infection. Even when a husband decides in

favour of medical consultation, long distances to be travelled to district

hospitals and the time consumed prevents women from the poorer sections

in India and other countries in South Asia from opting for medical help.

The use of sanitary napkins is being stressed on in countries like India.

However, buying napkins can end up quite expensive for poor households.

The government has taken to distributing sanitary napkins free of cost in

many districts. Besides, a low-cost sanitary napkin machine is enabling

women from self-help groups to make and sell sanitary napkins at Rs. 2

apiece in many parts of southern India. For easy disposal, incinerators are

now in use in many schools all over the country to get rid of used napkins.

But the practice of using sanitary napkins will take time to catch on. In fact, a

recent A. C. Nielson-PLAN India study on “Sanitary Protection, Every

Women's Health Right” revealed that only 12 per cent of Indian women used

sanitary napkins. Unhygienic and unsafe practices and traditional taboos

cause 70 per cent of Indian women to suffer from reproductive tract

infections, according to the study.

Hence, the UNICEF, along with local grassroots organizations in Bangladesh,

has embarked on enlightening young girls on the dangers inherent in the

practices followed. Young schoolgirls are told to perceive this as a natural

process, and made aware of the significance of hygiene during menstrual

periods. They are taught to wash their menstrual rags in adequate water, and

to dry them in sunlight. During the rainy season, when drying outdoors
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becomes difficult, they dry the rags by placing them on overturned baskets

placed on earthen stoves that continue to be warm after the cooking is done .

At the same time, improved sanitation is being stressed on; with emphasis on

building latrines that have a small raised platform to facilitate washing of

menstrual cloth by girls and women.

As matters stand, barring Sri Lanka and the Maldives, most countries in South

Asia remain off-track to achieve the millennium development goal of

providing improved sanitation to their populations by 2015. In fact,

sanitation coverage is as low as 5 per cent in war-ravaged Afghanistan, while

Nepal has achieved 43 per cent, Bangladesh 54 per cent, and India 68 per

cent. Even Sri Lanka, which boasts 85 per cent sanitation coverage, has yet to

provide adequate coverage in its northeastern provinces, which are slowly

recovering from three decades of civil strife, while Maldives lags behind in

providing sanitation to its smaller islands.

Evidently, a lot remains to be done to achieve full sanitation coverage, as also

solid and liquid waste management. Until incinerators are installed in every

school, and girls and women weaned to using sanitary napkins, it would be

well to impart the knowledge of menstrual hygiene. For this, it is important

that menstrual hygiene become a part of school curricula all over the region,

so as to override customary taboos which stand in the way of a healthier life

for women.
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Mr. and Mrs. Koovagam
June 27, 2012

The story is an attempt to change the misconceptions surrounding the village

Koovagam in Tamil Nadu and its transgender Koothandavar Festival which is

generally thought of as a place for radical sexual expression and an avenue

for sexual fetishes. A visit to the gestival, she feels, challenges one's

paradigms of gender identity, sexual orientation and gender diaspora. It

creates awareness about the struggles of transgenders for social and

economic inclusion in society.

“Why wouldn't you shoot me naked? Don't you find me attractive?” asks

Ruby, flaunting her newly acquired bustline while pushing the helm of her

saree down to show off the tattooed scorpion on her navel. I am at Koovagam

village in Villipuram district in Tamil Nadu, to witness the annual

Koothandavar temple festival.

Sindhuja Parthasarathy, The Alternative

Sindhuja Parthasarathy is a freelance travel and social documentary

photographer. She contributes for www.thealternative.in

She won the award for the Best Photo Feature (Web) at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Southern Region.
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The previous day, I had checked into the least seedy lodge Villipuram had to

offer – in a dingy room that was once painted green, and decorated thereafter

by spit. (Or is it bodily fluids?). The dustbin is overflowing with used

condoms, cheap makeup and filth that is nauseating to say he least, and the

atmosphere reeks of cigarettes mixed with arrack.

My sleep, if it can be called that, is interrupted frequently by constant knocks

on the door by pimps. Initially, I answer the door to confirm that I am a

woman and yes, a full woman. Aphotographer. And no, not available.

Time hangs heavy around me. The corridors outside ring aloud with claps,

noisy chatter and unprovoked screaming. I eventually slip into sleep that is

full of nightmares.

I wake up the next morning to see women walking around in their padded

bras and velvet petticoats (some found petticoats alone sufficient); brushing,

combing and getting dressed. Others were chatting up with seemingly male

like men.

I walked down to find Ruby, my neighbour, who had unpacked her bags by

now. She treats me to a display of silk sarees, evening gowns, wigs, lingerie,

jewellery and stillettoes, all that would be used up for the beauty pageant.

She adds, “I have been saving up for this all of last year.”
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I get free beauty tips and am advised to wear sunscreen every time I go out to

shoot in the sun. “…men love glowing skin, the whiter, the better,” declares

Ruby. She moves on to discuss sex and her demanding clients. On seeing me

getting uncomfortable, she smirks. “It is to put food on the table. It is a job,

just like yours. The better you are, the more money you get.”

A man walks in, and I prepare to leave when Ruby said that I would be safe

around him and winks impishly. She confirms in a whisper that he is

homosexual and explains that I would meet aravanis (transgenders), kothis

(feminine homosexuals) and panthis (so called straight male clients of kothis)

at the festival.

I continue to walk all day on the hot streets of Koovagam, trying hard not to

second guess people's identities or their sexual orientations.

It is the day of the pageant – time to select Ms. Koovagam.

The show starts with a talent contest which includes dancing to sexually

coloured songs. I hold my breath as I watch them dance in frenzy and

wanton fury.

And then starts the beauty pageant organized by the Villupuram District

Transgenders' (Women's) Welfare Association, which also doubles up as a

forum to build awareness around HIV and other sexually transmitted
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diseases. 84 transgenders walk the ramp, each trying to outdo the other in

their glitzy costumes and flashy jewellery. The audience cheers with hoots,

whistles and thunderous applause.

Winning the title means quite a lot admits Ruby, disappointment writ large on

her face post her elimination. We start rooting for Chayya Singh, a contestant

from Hebbal, Bangalore, a brilliant conversationalist who charmed

everyone with her chutzpah.

Harini from Tiruvanamalai wins the crown with Chayya coming in runners

up. Harini tells TV channels, “I spent Rs. 1 lakh for my costumes, accessories

and grooming. This is the first time I am participating. Tamil Nadu has given

me refuge and support. I left my house in Kochi at the age of 14.”

Chayya too has run away from home in Dharmapuri at the age of 14 with the

help of the then local collector. She had scored 400/500 in her 11th grade

and had won many debate contests back in school. Her parents were

inconsolable when they learnt that their brilliant boy now wanted to be girl.

“Over the years, they have come to terms with it, or maybe they have

resigned themselves to their fate. I wish I had graduated, got a decent job and

then got the sex change operation done. I hurried in my insecure teens and

like many others, moved to Mumbai,” she says. This is a common thought

and regret shared by many.
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She now supports herself as a bar dancer in Bangalore. I quiz her on her

present condition. “Well, atleast I don't spend every night with a new man

nor do I beg at traffic signals,” she adds with a smile.

I wish her good luck for the impending wedding the next morning.

D-day at the festival. Ruby and Chayya are dressed in their finest traditional

kanchipurams, and are heading out to the koothandavar temple.

In the Mahabharata, it was prophesized that the Pandavas would win the

battle of Kurukshetra only if they sacrificed a 'perfect' male from among

themselves to please Goddess Kali, who is the keeper of the Kurukshetra

grounds. Prince Aravan, a son born out of an illicit relationship Arjuna had

with a certain Naga princess, offered himself up, provided a few conditions

of his were satisfied.

For one, he wanted to consummate with a partner before being beheaded;

since no woman was willing to marry him and be widowed the next day, Lord

Krishna took the form of Mohini to marry him.

The following morning, Aravan was beheaded and his head left on the

grounds of war for him to watch the rest of the war, the other of his conditions.

He saw his widow Mohini beating her chest and wailing inconsolably,

bemoaning his death.
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This tiny village of Koovagam has a temple dedicated to Lord Aravan, the

prince warrior who is deified here. And it is here that the transgender

community assembles on the first full moon day of the Tamil month of

Chittirai to marry their Lord.

The marriage ritual is followed in letter and spirit, and for that one day, they

attain a position the human society continues to refuse to them, the status of

a wife.

On the temple grounds, thousands of Aravanis (as they call themselves) are

dressed in their best sarees and jewellery, all lined up to get married.

The sanctum sanctorum allows a very narrow strip of light to penetrate

through and is presided by the local priest or pujari. He makes an offering of

coconut and bananas, offers camphor to the deity, and recites various

mantras to invoke the spirit of the Lord. He then ties the thali.

“This yearly marriage and revelry brings us huge solace, it is this gaiety that

we await all year long,” says Sonika, an acquaintance. Soon enough, she

excuses herself to celebrate her wedding night.

There are countless men-panthis, lined up along paddy fields and coconut

groves. Sex is regular fare here. I see shadowy figures of copulating couples at

night while I am rushing back home.

I run into Sonika much later in the night, only for her to plead with me, “Can

you buy me dinner? The cheapo gave me just Rs.100 and didn't even use a

Nirodh (a brand of condom).” She hurls a few abusive Tamil words. I cringe.

I pay.

On the last day of the festival, a procession of the Aravan effigy travels all

around the village before being ceremonially beheaded and consigned

to flames.

What follows is a tragic event that would make any ancient Greek

philosopher proud. Lord Aravan's death is mourned through a high pitched

wail emanating from the transgenders who have just lost their coveted status

as a wife. They cry, they weep, they scream, they whimper; bangles are

broken, the sacred sindhoor is washed off their foreheads, the string of

flowers gets yanked from their hair and finally, the thali is torn off their

mortal bodies.
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I stand amongst the Transgenders and try to capture all the frenzied action

through my view finder. The broken glass bangles and thali fall on me. They

sing songs about their ill-fated life, and wish their sexual status was only

incidental. They cry over their birth, their mixed identities and their craving

to find a soulmate. I sense that these tears however go much deeper.

All the self-flagellation rends my willpower to be objective about the shoot. I

fail to separate myself from what is going on, I draw in the pain of the place

and people. I wail.

The Koovagam festival is an eye opener for anyone interested in

understanding the transgender community. Over the years, transgenders

have gone through continuous discrimination, humiliation, oppression and

continue to live on the fringes of society.

Most members of the community live in slums, eking out their livelihoods by

begging at traffic lights or through sex work. They continue to be hated and

feared for their sexual non-conformity and outrageous sexuality. Equally

disturbing is the violence and exploitation within the community. For

instance, the strong belief and practice of “Nirvana” – voluntary surgical

removal of male reproductive organs by a dhai/ mid wife without anesthetic

and how the date of Nirvana determines the seniority, power and respect to a

TG in their community.
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Legal victories such as revoking of Article 377 of the Indian Penal Code and

the Election Commission's inclusion of “Others” in its electoral rolls and

voter identity cards have done some good to the community. However, there

are many issues of inclusivity, sensitivity, gainful employment etc. that needs

addressing. But such societal changes will take a lot of time, and call for

persistent deliberate effort from all stakeholders to the system.

As for you and me, we can begin by making an attempt to educate ourselves

about the community and work towards changing our attitudes towards

people with gender-non conforming appearance or behaviour.

Before I bid goodbye and leave Villipuram, I ask Ruby, “What did you

pray for?”

She smirks. “Year after year I ask koothandavar for just one thing. Love.”
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%~ÖR dê³¶ÉâÏê©vâ~âR

%Àâ°W}â Àâ°Ú·°¥%~âR}â Ýêgâ·°

~üÖ{âÉÒË vê© ApâªÅâ Àâ°gâùª{â

September, 2011

Hussain Pasha's column in Kannada “Appa Kollisabedappa” on Father's Day

portrays an ideal father who is sensitive enough to take care of his girl child.

This column highlights the responsibility of the father to take a stand on sex

selection and save the daughters.

~âZ»ÀâÍâË m³}Ò Àâ°³pâ}ê© pâÆÀÖpâ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê© AkâîÉâÈÖgâ°yâK{ê. Àê°©

»ªgâÔâ¶[ Àâ°{âÉÒË vê© Akâîû{âpê, m³}Ò »ªgâÔâ¶[ ~üÖ{âÉêËG©

AkâîÉâ°Àâó{â° ªÃâÃÖÀâ }ÖXªÃâ°? E±Tpâ vê© gâÔâ}â°Q aª{â° ¬}â %zâÀÖ

Àâ°pâ°¬}â Akâîû{âpê Agâ·[Àê? E¶[ªÃâ°³ %Àâpâ}â°Q %gâ¶Éâ°Àâó{ê©dê?

Æµâ]{â %}ê©dâ pÖÍâågâÔâ¶[ AkâîÉâ°Àâ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê© ÅÖpâyâ{â¶[ %Íê³Dª{â°

ÝêÉâpÖÐ·[. Æ×yâZ }ê³©Ú, ÅÖpâ»©ªÃâ° ÉâªÉâ¯» ~âópâ°Íâ~ÖZ{üÖ}âXyêªÃâ°}â°Q a»K

Ýê©Ôâ°yêK. yâª{êªÃâ° ÝêÉâî}â Àâ°³·dâ Àâ°dâøÔâ}â°Q gâ°pâ°»Éâ°Àâ E¶[ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê©

%ÍÖDÐ AkâpâÇêgê³Ôâ\·[.

~âZ» ÀâXÑKªÃâ° ÏÖ·X dê{âÑ }ê³©Ú, %zâÀÖ }ê}âÄûdê³Ôâ\·° Ýê©ù %Àâîgê

}ê}â~Ögâ°Àâó{â° ÏÖ·X{â¶[}â %Àâ°W}â Àâ°Ú·°, %~âR}â Ýêgâ·°! Ýñ{â°,

ÏÖ·X{â¶[%Àâî±Tpê© }âÀâ°W ~Ö¶}â mgâyâ°K. Àâ°gâ° }Ö·°ø ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â Ýê³»Kgê

yâª{ê yÖÎ° Àâ°{üâX{â ÀâXyÖXÉâ %zâË ÀâÃÖÚdê³Ôâ\yê³vâgâ°yâK{ê. gâªvâ°

Àâ°gâ°yÖÎ°ªÃâ°}â°Q %»ªÃâÃÖÐ Ýâ×+dê³ªvâpê, Ýêx°J Àâ°gâ° yâª{êªÃâ°}â°Q

ApÖºÉâyê³vâgâ°yâK{ê.

Æµâ]{â %}ê©dâ pÖÍâågâÔâ¶[ ÆÆ{üâ ¬}Öªdâ{âª{â° AkâîÉâ·Rvâ°Àâ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê©

ApâªÅâÀÖ{â{â°M %Àê°©îdâ{â Æ¶ªÃâ°ª UªÏÖyâ}â ~âó»Z Éê³©}ê©pÖ

%~ÖR dê³¶ÉâÏê©vâ~âR

Hussain Pasha, Mahila Loka, Koppal

Hussain Pasha is a freelance journalist whose poems, short stories

and articles have been published in leading Kannada dailies. The

above column appeared in Mahila Lok. He won the award for Best

Column at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,

Southern Region.

Laadli
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Uª±°ÀâÀâùª{â. Æ¶ªÃâ°ª}â ~â»Q »©î Ýê³©{Ögâ Ayâ¾gê Apâ° Àâ°dâøÔâ°.

%Àâpâ¶[ ýîªÃâ°ÀâÔâ° Éê³©}ê©pÖ Agâ 16 ÀâÍâË{âÀâù{âMÔâ°.

~â»Q dâÔê{â°dê³ªvâ {â°ÿÙ{â¶[{âM Æ¶ªÃâ°ª yÖÎ° dâÔê{â°dê³ªvâ {â°ÿÙ{â

Àâ°vâ°Æ}â¶[{âM yâ}âQ Àâ°dâøÔâ dâ°îyâ° AgÖgâ dâ¹J©pÖgâ°»K{âM. yâ}âQÀâ°dâøùgê

yÖÎ°ªÃâ° ÄZ©» dê³vâ·° û{âM}Ö{â. ÝÖgâªyâ Ayâ yâ}âQ Àâ°dâøùgê E}ê³Q±T yÖÎ°

yâpâ·° yÖ}â° Upâvâ}ê Àâ°{â°Àê Agâ¶·[. %gâ¶ Ýê³©{â ~â»QªÃâ°uÖgâ{â¶[ yÖ}ê©

¾ªyâ° yâ}âQ Àâ°dâøÔâ}â°Q yÖÎ°ªÃâ°ªyê %Àâpâ}â°Q ÈÖ¶û ~êò©¸Éâ°Àâ Àâ°yê³Kª{â°

~ÖyâZdêø û{âP}Ö{â. %ÍêD© ÄZ©»Î°ª{â %Àâpâ}â°Q yÖÎ°}ê}â~Ögâ{âªyê

}ê³©Údê³ªvâ. %ªyâÝâ yâ}âQ yâª{êªÃâ° }ê}âÄ}â¶[ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê© AkâpâÇê

1910pâ¶[ Éê³©}ê©pÖ Apâª«û{âÔâ°. yâ}âQ yâª{êªÃâ°Ýâ°r°DÝâ±TÀÖ{â m³}Ò

5}â°Q ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê© AkâîÉâyê³vâÐ{âÔâ°. %{â° dâZÀê°©x ÅÖpâyâdâ³ø dÖ¶r°D

E¶[ ~âZ» ÀâÍâË m³}Ò 3}ê pâÆÀÖpâAkâîÉâÈÖgâ°yâK{ê.

gâªvâ° Àâ°gâ° yÖÎ°ªÃâ°}â°Q %»ªÃâÃÖÐ Ýâ×+dê³Ôâ°\Àâó{â° Ýêx°JÀâ°gâ° yâª{êªÃâ°}â°Q

ApÖºÉâ°Àâó{â° ÀêôuÖC¾dâÀÖÐ ÉÖ²©yÖÐpâ°Àâ %ªµâ. Àâ°gâ¾gê yÖÎ°%ª{êZ

Àâ°°Ð©yâ°. aÀê³WÀê°W %»ªÃâÃÖ{â yâ°ªryâ}â, Ýâtâ ÀâÃÖÚ %Àâ°W¾ª{â Ýê³vêyâ

»ª{Ögâ Àâ°gâ° ~Ö¶gê %~âR ±î© dâª~ê[ªÂÒ ÏÖdÒb ÀâÃÖyâZ.

A{âpê Àâ°gâùgê ÝÖgâ·[. %~âR %ª{êZ ý©pê³©. Éâ³~âpÒ ÀâÃÖX}Ò. Ayâ}â ÉâîÉâÀâ°

ªÃâÃÖpâ³ E·[. ÝÖgê© %~âR¾gâ³ Àâ°gâÔâ° %ª{êZ Àâ°gâ}âÉâÀâÃÖ}â. dê©ù{âM}â°Q

%Àâ°W ¾pÖdâîû{âpâ³ dê³ÚÉâ°Àâ ÝêôdâÀâÃÖªvÒ %~âR. Àâ°gâÔâ° Àâ°{â°Àê

ÀâªÃâ°ûbgê ±ª{Ögâ %~âR ÉêÈêdÒD ÀâÃÖÚ{â Àâpâ}ê© Éêô. ÝÖgê©Àâ°}êgê Éê³ÉêªÃâÃÖÐ

±pâ°ÀâÀâÔâ AªÃê°øªÃâ°¶[ yÖÎ°ªÃâ°{ê© ~üêô}âÈÒ %·[Àê©? (Àâ°ÝÖ}âgâpâgâÔâ¶[

E{â° %·[¶[ %ÉÖ{üâX). Ivâ°Ä ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 2001 pâ¶[ 1,130E{âM

¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ 2011 pâ¶[ 1,093dêø dâ°û¬{ê. %ª{â ÝÖgê 2001pâ¶[{âM

dê³~âRÔâ (983), ÏêªgâÔâ³pâ }âgâpâ (908), ÏêªgâÔâ³pâ° gÖZÆ°©x

(945)ÊÈê[gâÔâ¶[ 2011 pâ¶[ªÃâ°³ ªÃâ°zÖûL» dÖ~ÖÚdê³ªÚÀê.

2011 pâ m}âgâx»ªÃâ° dê· %ªÑ %ªµâgâÔâ}â°Q }ê³©Ú{Ögâ AhÖyâdÖî

ÆÍâªÃâ°gâÔâ° dÖx°yâKÀê. Åâ³ZxÝâyêX ÅÖpâyâ{â¶[ Ýêkâ°+yâKÈê E{ê. ÉÖdâ_pâyê,

%«Àâ½¬P~âZÀâÃÖx Oî{âªyê Ýêkâ°+»Kpâ°Àâ Åâ³Zx ÝâyêXªÃâ° ±Ýâ°yê©dâ

%~âR %ª{êZ ý©pê³©

%~âR dê³¶[ÉâÏê©vâ~âR
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¾xËªÃâ°{â¶[ ~âZÀâ°°Ù ÀâXÑK Uª{âpê yâª{ê. %Íê³Dª{â° ÀÖyâb·X dê³vâ°Àâ

%~âRª¬pê yâÀâ°W~âó»ZªÃâ°pâ ~Ö¶gê %Àâpâ yÖÎ°gâÅâËÀâ}êQ© ÉÖÆ}â

Àâ°}êªÃâÃÖÐÉâ°»K{ÖMpê. ~âó»ZªÃâ°}â° Ýêyâ°K AdêªÃâ° ÄZ©» %}â°ÅâÆÉâ°yâK Adêgê

ÀÖyâb·X {üÖpê UpêªÃâ°Ïê©dÖ{â%~âRª¬pâ}â°Q }âÀâ°W}â°Q dê³¶[ÉâÏê©Ú %ªyâ

%Àâpâ° yÖÎ° gâÅâË{â¶[ªÃê°© pê³©ºÉâÏê©dÖ? Ýêx°J Åâ³ZxÝâyêX

Ýêkâ°+»Kpâ°Àâó{â° Àâ°{üâXÀâ° Àâ°yâ°K Àê°©·W{üâXÀâ°ÀâgâË{â¶[. ±vâÀâpâ° Åâ³ZxÝâyêX

ÀâÃÖvâ·[. A{âpê Ýêx°J Ýêyâ°K ÏÖ·X ÆÀÖÝâ ÀâÃÖvâ°yÖKpê.

2011pâ m}âgâx»ªÃâ° ~âZdÖpâ Åâ³ZxÝâyêXªÃâ°¶[ ÝâªÃâÃÖËx Àê³{â·°,

~âªuÖÏÒ Upâvâ}ê© ÉÖL}â{â¶[Àê. %¶[ 2011pâ¶[ ÉÖÆpâ gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøùgê

927Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøÔâ ¶ªgÖ}â°~ÖyâÆyâ°K. %¬©gâ 914dêø dâ°û¬{ê. dâÔê{êpâvâ°

{âµâdâgâùª{â ÝâªÃâÃÖËx, ~âªuÖ±dêø %ªsdê³ªÚ{âM Ýêx°J Åâ³ZxÝâyêX

Ävâ°gâ° ogâÀâ°{üâX~âZ{ê©µâ, Àâ°ÝÖpÖÍâå, IyâKpâ~âZ{ê©µâ, IyâKpÖfÖªvâ,

eîÉÖb, mÀâ°°W dÖúW©pâ{â·³[ Ýêkâ°+»K{ê. o pÖmXgâÔâ¶[ 0¥6 ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â

Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøÔâÉâªfêXªÃâ°¶[ dâ°ûyâ dâªÚ{ê. ÅÖpâyâ{â¶[ Ýêkâ°+»Kpâ°Àâ m}âÉâªfêXªÃâ°

Àê©gâÑøªyâ 30 ·dâ_ dâÚÀê° Ýêx°J úµâ°gâÔâ° m¾ûÀê. %ª{âpê %Íê³Dª{â° Ýêx°J

Åâ³ZxgâÔâ°ÉÖø X¾ªgÒ Éêªr}âË¶[ yâÀâ°W vêzÒ vê©rQ°Q ¾{üâËîûdê³ªvâ°

mgâ»Kgê dÖ¶vâ{ê© Ýê³©Ð{ÖMpê.

2001pâ¶[ pÖmÉÖL}â{â úZ©gâªgÖ}âgâpâ{â¶[ ÏÖ·ÑªÃâ°pâ ÉâªfêX 1000dêø

850 Eyâ°K. ogâ 2011pâ¶[ 854pâdêø Oî{ê. E{â° ÅÖpâyâ{â¶[ %»

dâÚÀê°Àâ°ýÔÖ ¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ{â Npâ°. {ê©µâ{Ö{âXªyâ Åâ³Zx ~âî©dê_ ¾Íê©{üâ

dÖ}â³}â° ²ÐªÃâÃÖÐ uÖîgê³Ôâ\¬pâ·° AªÃâÃÖ pÖmX ÉâdÖËpâgâÔê© dÖpâx.

{ê©µâ{âyâ°ª± ÅâªÃâ°ªdâpâ ~âÀâ~üâóÈÒ AÐpâ°Àâ Àê°ÚdâÈÒ ÈÖ² Åâ³Zx ~âî©dê_

¾Íê©{üâ dÖ}â³}â° ²ÐªÃâÃÖgâ{âªyê }ê³©Údê³Ôâ°\»K{ê.

aª{êvê {ê©µâ{â¶[ µÖÈêgê Ýê³©gâ°»Kpâ°Àâ Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøÔâ ÉâªfêXªÃâ°¶[ Ýêkâ+Ôâ

dâªÚ{ê. Ýêx°J dâ°r°ª±{â dâx°J ¾m, A{âpê o dâxJ}â°QE·[ÀÖÐÉâ°Àâ dê·Éâ

ÀâÃÖvâ°Àâ¶[ yâª{êªÃâ° ~ÖyâZÀê Àâ°°ÙX. Odêª{âpê Ýêx°J ÝêyâKpê e¬Éâ°Àâ Ùkâ°Ë.

e¬û{âpê gâªvâ° ûgâ¬pâ°Àâ Ýê{âîdê. ûdâøpâ³ %Àâ}â°Ýê©gê³© O}ê³© Uª±

AyâªdâgâÔâ° µâyâµâyâÀâÃÖ}âgâùª{â Ayâ}â yâÈêªÃâ°¶[ gâ³vâ° dâsDÀê. ÝÖgÖÐ yâª{ê

yâ}âgê Ýêx°JÀâ°gâ° Ïê©vâ Uª± ¾{üÖËpâdêø±pâ°»K{ÖM}ê.

¤¤

ÝâªÃâÃÖËx ~üâÉÒD¥~âªuÖÏÒ }êdÒb D

%~âR {üêôªÃâ°Ë ÀâÃÖvâ~âR
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dâ}ÖËrdâ{â¶[ ý©Ð{ê

E{â° E}ê³Qª{â° dâzê

dâ}ÖËrdâ{â dê³~âRÔâ{â¶[ ÉÖÆpâ ~âópâ°Íâîgê 2001pâ¶[ 983 Àâ°ýÔÖ

¶ªgÖ}â°~ÖyâÆyâ°K. 2011pâ¶[ %{ê© 983 ¶ªgÖ}â°~ÖyâÆ{ê.

~âdâø{âpÖªÃâ°kâ³î}â¶[ 2011pâ¶[ Àâ°ýÔÖ ¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ 983 E{â°M

2011pâ¶[ 992dêø Oî{ê. ÀâÃÖÊ Àâ°°ÙXÀâ°ª»Z ªÃâ°ÚªÃâ°³pâ~âRpâ úÀâÀê³gâ$

ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[2001pâ¶[ 978 E{âM ¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ 2011pâ¶[ 995dêø Oî{ê.

Àâ°°ÙXÀâ°ª»Z Éâ{Ö}âª{âgñvâpâ {âÑ_x dâ}âQvâ ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 2001pâ¶[ 1022

E{âM Àâ°ýÔÖ¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ 2011pâ¶[ 1005dêø dâ°û¬{ê. pÖmX{â Àâ°ýÔÖ

Àâ°yâ°K Àâ°dâøÔâ dâÈÖXx Éâ×Àâ û.û.~Ös©·pâ gâ{âgâ ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 2001pâ¶[

969 E{âM¶ªgÖ}â°~Öyâ 2011pâ¶[ 978dêø Oî{ê.

Åâ³Zx ÝâyêX Oîùdê }ê³©vâÏê©dÖ{âpê AªÃâÃÖ ÊÈê[gâÔâ¶[pâ°Àâ 0¥6 ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â

gâªvâ°¥Ýêx°J Àâ°gâ°gâÔâ ÉâªfêX }ê³©vâÏê©dâ°. dê³~âRÔâ ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 0¥6

ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â99,460 gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøù{âMpê 94,739 Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøùÀê. úÀâÀê³gâ$

ÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 0¥6 ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â 90,271 gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøù{âMpê, 86,633

Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøùÀê. gâ{âgâÊÈê[ªÃâ°¶[ 65,464 gâªvâ°Àâ°dâøù{âMpê, 61,795

Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøùÀê. EÚ© dâ}ÖËrdâ{â¶[ 0¥6 ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â gâªvâ°Àâ°dâøÔâ°

35,27,844 E{âMpê 33,27,957Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøùÀê. ÝÖgÖ{âpê

gâªvâ°¥Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøÔâ ÉâªfêXªÃâ°¶[ EÍê³Dª{â° %mgâuÖªyâpâdêø dÖpâxÀê©}â° ?

yâª{êªÃâ° ÄZ©», yÖXgâ, ÉâÝâ}ê dê³ªvÖvâ·° ±ÔâdêªÃâÃÖgâ°Àâ ~üÖ{âÉÒË vê©

AkâpâÇê ogâ E}âQÍâ°D %zâË~âòxËÀÖgâ·° ÅÖpâyâ{â¶[ m³}Ò

3}ê©pâÆÀÖpâ{âª{â° %~âR }âÀâ°W}â°Q dê³¶[ÉâÏê©vâ~âR Uª± hê³©ÍâÇê uÖgâ½»

pâ³~â{â¶[ Àê³ÔâgâÏê©dâ°.
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´ÉÉlÉ Ë»É¾-nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+Éà »ÉÉ©Éà ~ÉÅX ±ÉeÉ´ÉÒ ±ÉÉeH´ÉÉ«ÉÉ{Éà ¥ÉSÉÉ´É{ÉÉùÒ
©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ
©ÉÉàlÉ »ÉÉ©Éà ©ÉÉlÉÞl´É{ÉÉà Ê´ÉW«É

NÉÒù-NÉÒùHÉÅcÉ{ÉÉ NÉÉ©ÉeÉ+Éà©ÉÉÅ Ë»É¾, nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ ¾Ö©É±ÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ HÉà> {É´ÉÉ> {ÉoÉÒ. G¬ÉùàH
¾Ö©É±ÉÉ ~ÉUÒ XàHà Ë»É¾-nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+Éà ~ÉÉùÉàc{ÉÉ ~ÉNÉ±ÉÉÅ §Éù´ÉÉ ~Éeà +à´ÉÒ Î»oÉÊlÉ ~ÉiÉ +É´Éà Uà.
+à´ÉÉ ÊH»»ÉÉ+Éà ~ÉiÉ PÉiÉÉ ¥É{ÉlÉÉÅ ù¾à Uà. ~ÉiÉ Hà÷±ÉÒH ´ÉLÉlÉ +à´ÉÖ ¥É{«ÉÖÅ Uà Hà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉ
±ÉÉeH´ÉÉ«ÉÉ »ÉÅlÉÉ{É{Éà Ë»É¾-nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ ~ÉÅX©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ¥ÉSÉÉ´É´ÉÉ W{ÉàlÉÉ+à ±ÉelÉ +É~É´ÉÒ ~ÉeÒ ¾Éà«É.
n©ÉyÉ»ÉÇ eànÉÃ Ê{ÉÌ©ÉÉu ´ÉÉlÉ Hà÷±ÉÒH +à´ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ Wà©É{ÉÒ »ÉÉ©Éà Ë»É¾-nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à ¾ÊoÉ«ÉÉùÉà
¾àcÉ ©ÉÚHÒ nÉÒyÉÉ ¾Éà«É...

©ÉyÉùÉlÉ{ÉÖÅ ÷ÉiÉÖÅ Uà.

ùÉmÉÒ{ÉÉà Ê´ÉÊyÉ´ÉlÉÃ yÉÉùÅ§É oÉ> SÉÖG¬É ~ÉUÒ{ÉÉà yÉ¾ù SÉÉ±ÉÒ ùÂÉà Uà.

PÉÊe«ÉÉ³{ÉÉà HÉÅ÷Éà ùÉlÉ{ÉÉ ¥Éà +É»É~ÉÉ»É{ÉÉà »É©É«É ¥ÉlÉÉ´Éà Uà.

+à ´ÉLÉlÉà W +àH nÉÒ~ÉeÉà +ÅyÉÉ® SÉÒùlÉÒ {ÉWù »ÉÉoÉà HÉÅ÷É³Ò ´ÉÉe càHÒ{Éà LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ yÉ´Éà¶Éà Uà.

»ÉÉäùÉyÉ÷Ä©ÉÉÅ »ÉlÉÉyÉÉù ~ÉÉ»Éà{ÉÒ »ÉÒ©É{ÉÖÅ +à LÉàlÉù Uà.

n¥ÉÉlÉÉ ~ÉNÉ±Éà +É´ÉlÉÉ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà Xà«ÉÉ ´ÉNÉù HÉà> ùÒlÉà lÉà{ÉÒ ¾ÉWùÒ ~ÉÉùLÉÒ ¶ÉHÉlÉÒ {ÉoÉÒ. ©ÉÉ÷à
+¾Ó ~ÉiÉ LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ Ë{ÉrÉÊyÉ{É ©ÉÉ±ÉyÉÉùÒ ~ÉÊù´ÉÉù{Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÖÅ +ÉNÉ©É{É UàH »ÉÖyÉÒ H³ÉlÉÖ {ÉoÉÒ.

The message in Gujarati for Mother's Day has been expressed through the

article which has four stories. They are about four mothers in rural Gujarat

who have shown immense courage in saving their children from wild

animals and thus overcome adversity. These women are not aware about

Mother's Day but by showing courage and defying the gender stereotype,

they have set an example.

Lalit Khambayata

Lalit Khambayata won the award for the Best Human Interest Stories

at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2012-13, Western Region.

Laadli
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+àH ¥ÉÉWÖ ©ÉÉlÉÉ +{Éà +àH ¥ÉÉWÖ ¥É¾à{É ´ÉSSÉà »ÉÖlÉà±ÉÉ ¾ÒùÉ{Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà Ê{É¶ÉÉ{É ¥É{ÉÉ´Éà Uà. HÉà>{Éà
LÉ¥Éù ~Éeà +à ~É¾à±ÉÉÅ W ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉ We¥ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ »ÉÉeÉ SÉÉù ´ÉyÉÉÇ{ÉÉ ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÖÅ ©ÉÉoÉÖ n¥ÉÉ´Éà Uà +{Éà
+É´«ÉÉà ¾lÉÉà +à´ÉÉ W ~ÉNÉ±ÉÉÅ+à ~ÉùlÉ £ùà Uà.. NÉiÉlÉùÒ{ÉÒ »ÉàH{e©ÉÉÅ W Ê¶ÉHÉù nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ
¾ÉoÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´ÉÒ X«É Uà.

nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ nÉÅlÉ §ÉÓ»ÉÉ´ÉÉoÉÒ ¾ÒùÉà SÉÒ»É ~ÉÉeÒ Acà Uà. +à ´ÉLÉlÉà W ¥ÉÉWÖ©ÉÉÅ »ÉÖlÉàu±ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ XNÉÒ
Acà Uà.

+ÅyÉÉ® Uà, ©ÉyÉùÉlÉ{ÉÉà »É©ÉÉà Uà, LÉÖ±±ÉÉÅ LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ ±ÉÉ>÷ ¾Éà´ÉÉ{ÉÉà lÉÉà HÉà> »É´ÉÉ±É {ÉoÉÒ, ~ÉiÉ
yÉHÉ¶É £áHÒ ¶ÉHÉ«É +à´ÉÒ ¥Éà÷ùÒ ~ÉiÉ ¶ÉÉàyÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÉà ´ÉLÉlÉ {ÉoÉÒ.

´É³Ò +¾Ó, +É LÉàlÉù ©ÉÉ±ÉyÉÉùÒ ~ÉÊù´ÉÉù{ÉÖÅ PÉù {ÉoÉÒ. +à©É{ÉÖÅ ´ÉlÉ{É lÉÉà UàH LÉÅ§ÉÉÊ³«ÉÉ
~ÉÉ»Éà{ÉÖÅ ´ÉSÉ±ÉÉ ¥ÉÉùÉ NÉÉ©É. +¾Ó lÉÉà ~É»ÉÉù oÉ> ù¾à±ÉÒ lÉà©É{ÉÒ ´ÉiÉ]Éù ùÉlÉ´ÉÉ»ÉÉà Hù´ÉÉ
ùÉàHÉ> Uà. HÉà> XlÉ{ÉÉ lÉÅ¥ÉÖ Hà +É´ÉÉ»É{ÉÖÅ ¥ÉÉÅyÉHÉ©É +à ´ÉiÉ]ÉùÉà{ÉÉ AlÉÉùÉ©ÉÉÅ ¾ÉàlÉÖ {ÉoÉÒ.
LÉÖ±±ÉÉÅ LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ hà£É+Éà ´ÉSSÉà »ÉÉ©ÉÉ{É ~ÉÉoÉùÒ nÉÃu´ÉÉ{ÉÉà +à÷±Éà oÉ> X«É +à©É{ÉÖÅ +ÉÊ¶É«ÉÉ{ÉÉ.

+à »ÉÅXàNÉÉà©ÉÉÅ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ Wà´ÉÉ Ê¶ÉHÉùÒ ~É¶ÉÖ+Éà{ÉÖwÅ HÉ©É ´ÉyÉÉùà »Éù³ oÉ> X«É. ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÒ SÉÒ»É{ÉÉ
+ÉyÉÉùà W lÉà{ÉÉ ©ÉÉlÉÉ Y´ÉÉ¥ÉÉ> »É©ÉY NÉ«ÉÉ Hà Ë»É¾ Hà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à lÉùÉ~É ©ÉÉùÒ Uà. +ÅyÉÉùÉ©ÉÉÅ
+Éà³É{ÉÉ +ÉyÉÉùà LÉ¥Éù ~ÉeÒ Hà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà Uà +{Éà ¾ÒùÉ{Éà ©ÉÉàhÉ©ÉÉÅ ~ÉHeÒ{Éà §ÉÉNÉÒ ùÂÉà Uà.
´ÉiÉ]Éù{ÉÉ ¥ÉÒX »É§«ÉÉà Acà, nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà +÷HÉ´Éà l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ PÉiÉÖ ©ÉÉàeÖÅ oÉ> X«É. +à W KÉiÉà
Y´ÉÉ¥ÉÉ> nÉÒ~ÉeÉ ~ÉÉU³ nÉàe¬É +{Éà ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÉ ~ÉNÉ ~ÉNÉeÒ ±ÉÒyÉÉ. ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÖÅ ©ÉÉoÉÖ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ
©ÉÉàhÉ©ÉÉÅ ¾lÉÖÅ, ~ÉNÉ Y´ÉÉ¥ÉÉ>{ÉÉ ¾ÉoÉ©ÉÉÅ. LÉàlÉù ¾lÉÖÅ +à÷±Éà hà£É{ÉÒ HÉà> H©ÉÒ {É ¾lÉÒ.
Y´ÉÉ¥ÉÉ>+à +àH ~ÉUÒ +àH hà£É A~ÉÉeÒ ¥Éà-mÉiÉ £Ò÷ nÉÃqù ù¾à±ÉÉ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ ~Éù yÉ¾Éù Hù´ÉÉ
©ÉÉÅe¬É. nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà +É ùÒlÉà ´É³lÉÉà ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà oÉ¶Éà lÉà{ÉÉà +ÅnÉW {É ¾lÉÉà. ~ÉÊùiÉÉ©Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà ~ÉiÉ
¾lÉ¨ÉlÉ ¥É{ÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉà +{Éà oÉÉàeÒ ´ÉÉù Xàù H«ÉÉÇ ~ÉUÒ +ÉLÉùà ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÖÅ ©ÉÉoÉÖ UÉàeÒ nÉÒyÉÖÅ. l«ÉÉÅ
»ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ ´ÉiÉ]Éù{ÉÉ ¥ÉÒX »É§«ÉÉà ~ÉiÉ +É´ÉÒ ~É¾ÉáS«ÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ, +à÷±Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà ¶ÉàhÉà càHÒ{Éà
+ÅyÉÉùÉ©ÉÉÅ +±ÉÉà~É oÉ> NÉ«ÉÉà. ùGlÉ ÷~ÉHlÉÉ ©ÉÉoÉÉ »ÉÉoÉà PÉÉ«É±É ¾ÒùÉ{Éà lÉlHÉ³ »ÉÉù´ÉÉù ©ÉÉ÷à
Ê´É»ÉÉ´Énù +{Éà ~ÉUÒ WÚ{ÉÉNÉh ±É> W´ÉÉ«ÉÉà +à÷±Éà +ÉWà +à »É±ÉÉ©ÉlÉ Uà.

+É PÉ÷{ÉÉ WÖ±ÉÉ> 2012{ÉÒ Uà. ´ÉiÉ]Éù ±É>{Éà £ùlÉÉà +à HÉ£±ÉÉà +l«ÉÉùà ¥ÉNÉÉànùÉ +{Éà
Ë±É¥ÉeÒ ´ÉSSÉà LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ ~ÉeÉ´É {ÉÉLÉÒ{Éà ´Éù»ÉÉnÉÃ oÉÉ«É l«ÉÉùà ´ÉlÉ{É lÉù£ W´ÉÉ{ÉÒ ùÉ¾ WÖ+à Uà.
yÉùlÉÒ{ÉÖÅ ~ÉÉoÉùiÉÖÅ +{Éà +É§É{ÉÖÅ +ÉàhiÉÖÅ HùÒ ù¾àlÉÉ ±ÉLÉ©ÉiÉ§ÉÉ>{ÉÉ +à ~ÉÊù´ÉÉù ©ÉÉ÷à +à
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yÉ»ÉÅNÉ ¥É¾Ö ©É¾Ç´É{ÉÉà {ÉoÉÒ, Hà©É Hà +à©É{Éà lÉÉà Hà÷±ÉÒ«É ©ÉÖ¶Hà±ÉÒ+Éà{ÉÉà »ÉÉ©É{ÉÉà Hù´ÉÉ{ÉÉà oÉlÉÉà ¾Éà«É
Uà. {ÉÉ{ÉHeÉ ¥ÉÉ³H{ÉÉ NÉÉ±Éà LÉÅW{É Xà>{Éà +É~ÉiÉ{Éà +à ¥É¾Ö ~«ÉÉ®Å ±ÉÉNÉlÉÖÅ ¾Éà«É Uà, ~ÉiÉ
»ÉÉeÉ ~ÉÉÅSÉ ´ÉyÉÉÇ{ÉÉ ¾ÒùÉ{ÉÉ NÉÉ±Éà LÉÅW{É{Éà ¥Én±Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ {É¾Éàù{ÉÉ Ê{É¶ÉÉ{É +à nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉ
¾Ö©É±ÉÉ{ÉÒ «ÉÉnÉÃ +~ÉÉ´ÉlÉÉÅ ù¾à Uà.

nùÊ©É«ÉÉ{É ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà Hù{ÉÉù +à nÉÒ~ÉeÉà În{É-yÉÊlÉÎn{É LÉÖÅLÉÉù oÉ> ùÂÉà ¾lÉÉà. +à÷±Éà oÉÉàeÉ
În´É»É ~ÉUÒ lÉà{Éà ~ÉÉÅWùà ~ÉÖùÒ WÚ{ÉÉNÉh »Éù¥ÉÉNÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´Éà±ÉÒ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+Éà ©ÉÉ÷à{ÉÒ nWà±Én©ÉÉÅ
©ÉÉàH±ÉÒ nÉÃu´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´«ÉÉà Uà. +à nÉÒ~ÉeÉà l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÊ³«ÉÉ ~ÉÉU³ +ÉÅ÷É ©ÉÉùÒ ùÂÉà Uà, ~ÉiÉ +à{ÉÒ
+ÉÅLÉÉ©ÉÉÅ nÉÃuLÉÉlÉÉà LÉÉä£ §É±É§É±ÉÉ{Éà eùÉ´É´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷à ~ÉÖùlÉÉà Uà.

22 X{«ÉÖ+ÉùÒ, 2009

WÚ{ÉÉNÉh ~ÉÉ»Éà NÉÒù{ÉÉù{ÉÉà hÉà³É´É ~ÉÖùÉà oÉÉ«É l«ÉÉÅ +É´Éà±ÉÖÅ SÉÉàH±ÉÒ NÉÉ©É.

»É´ÉÉù »É©ÉÎ~lÉ{ÉÒ G¬Éù{ÉÒ PÉÉàyÉÉiÉÉ oÉ> SÉÖHÒ Uà +{Éà ¾´Éà lÉÉà ¥ÉÉ~ÉÉàù{ÉÉ +ÉNÉ©É{É{ÉÉà
»É©É«É Uà.

»ÉlÉlÉ yÉ©ÉyÉ©ÉlÉÉ ù¾àlÉÉ WÚ{ÉÉNÉh +{Éà §Éà»ÉÉiÉ{Éà XàelÉÉ +à ù»lÉÉ ~Éù ¥É¾Ö ¥É¾Ö lÉÉà ©ÉÉàeÒ ùÉmÉà
ÊNÉù{ÉÉù©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ~ÉNÉ ©ÉÉàH³Éà Hù´ÉÉ {ÉÒH³lÉÉÅ W{ÉÉ´Éù(Ë»É¾){ÉÉ Çn¶É{É oÉ> ¶ÉHà. ~ÉiÉ +ÉWà lÉÉà
»É´ÉÉù{ÉÉ n»É W ´ÉÉN«ÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ l«ÉÉÅ +àH Ë»É¾iÉ +à ù»lÉà SÉÉ±ÉÒ +É´ÉlÉÒ ¾lÉÒ.

ù»lÉÉ HÉÅcÉ{ÉÉ LÉàlÉùÉà©ÉÉÅ ©ÉWÚùÉà HÉ©É HùlÉÉÅ ¾lÉÉÅ. {ÉÉ{ÉHeÉà ùÉ¾Ö±É ~ÉiÉ lÉà{ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ »ÉÉoÉà
LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ HÉ©É HùlÉÉà ¾lÉÉà. lÉà{ÉÉ ©É©©ÉÒ ùàLÉÉ¥Éà{É +¾Ó ©ÉWÚùÒ HùlÉÉÅ ¾lÉÉÅ.

LÉàlÉù{ÉÉ Uàeà ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà +àH±ÉÉà Xà> Ë»É¾iÉ{ÉÒ nÉh »É³HÒ. +à +É©Éà«É Ê¶ÉHÉù{ÉÒ ¶ÉÉàyÉ©ÉÉÅ W
{ÉÒH³Ò ¾lÉÒ. ´É³Ò Ë»É¾iÉ{Éà HÉà>{ÉÉà eù ¾lÉÉà {É¾Ó +à÷±Éà W lÉÉà yÉÉà³É În´É»Éà ©ÉNÉ°ùÒoÉÒ
eÉ©Éù ~Éù ~ÉÅX ~ÉUÉelÉÒ SÉÉ±ÉÒ +É´ÉlÉÒ ¾lÉÒ.

ù»lÉàoÉÒ ÊSÉ±ÉÉà SÉÉlÉùÒ Ë»É¾iÉ LÉàlÉù{ÉÒ ´ÉÉ³{ÉÒ +Ée¶É ±É> +àH±ÉÉ ùÉ¾Öw±É »ÉÖyÉÒ ~É¾ÉáSÉÒ NÉ>.
SÉÉùàH ´ÉyÉÉÇ{ÉÉ ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà ¾WÖ lÉÉà Ë»É¾iÉ{ÉÉ ¾Ö©É±ÉÉ{ÉÉà +ÅnÉÃu¶ÉÉà +É´Éà +à ~É¾à±ÉÉ Ë»É¾iÉ{Éà lÉà{Éà
H©ÉùàoÉÒ ~ÉHeÒ ±ÉÒyÉÉà. eùÒ NÉ«Éà±ÉÉ ùÉ¾Ö±Éà ¥ÉÖ©É ~ÉÉeÒ +à, »ÉÉÅ§É³Ò LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ HÉ©É HùlÉÉ ¥ÉyÉÉ{ÉÖÅ
y«ÉÉ{É Ë»É¾iÉ{ÉÉ ¾Ö©É±ÉÉ ~Éù NÉ«ÉÖÅ. ~ÉiÉ Ë»É¾iÉ »ÉÉ©Éà oÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÉà HÉà>{Éà Ê´ÉSÉÉù +É´Éà +à ~É¾à±ÉÉÅ W
ùàLÉÉ¥Éà{Éà ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà ¥ÉSÉÉ´É´ÉÉ Ë»É¾iÉ »ÉÉ©Éà ©ÉÉàùSÉÉà ©ÉÉÅeÒ nÉÒyÉÉà.
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ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà LÉáSÉÒ ±Éà´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ ~É¾à±ÉÉ lÉÉà ùàLÉÉ¥Éà{É{Éà »É£³lÉÉ ©É³Ò NÉ>, ~ÉiÉ Ë»É¾iÉ +É»ÉÉ{ÉÒoÉÒ
Ê¶ÉHÉù{Éà UÉàeÒ nÉÃu´ÉÉ{ÉÉ ©ÉÚe©ÉÉ {É ¾lÉÒ. HÉLÉ©ÉÉÅ lÉàeà±ÉÉ ùÉ¾Ö±É ~Éù £ùÒ Ë»É¾iÉà ~ÉÅXà
ANÉÉ©«ÉÉà. ùÉ¾Ö±É +{Éà ùàLÉÉ¥É¾à{É{ÉÉ ¶ÉùÒù ~Éù oÉÉàeÉ AWùeÉ oÉ«ÉÉ. +à nùÊ©É«ÉÉ{É ùàLÉÉ
¥É¾à{É »É©ÉY NÉ«ÉÉ Hà Ë»É¾iÉ ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà W Ê{É¶ÉÉ{É ¥É{ÉÉ´ÉÉ ©ÉÉNÉà Uà. LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ HÉ©É HùlÉÉÅ ¥ÉÒX
HÉ©ÉnÉùÉà ¾WÖ nÉÃqù ¾lÉÉÅ. +à ©ÉnÉÃu +É´Éà l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ HnÉSÉ ©ÉÉàeÖw oÉ> X«É. ~ÉÅX©ÉÉÅ
UÚ~ÉÉ«Éà±ÉÉ Ë»É¾iÉ{ÉÉ {É¾Éàù ¾´Éà ¥É¾Éù {ÉÒH³Ò +É´«ÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ. ùÉ¾Ö±É ©ÉÉ÷à +à +àHÉnÉÃ {É¾Éàù
~ÉiÉ Y´É±ÉàiÉ »ÉÉÊ¥ÉlÉ oÉ> ¶ÉHà +à©É ¾lÉÉà. »É©É«É-»ÉÅXàNÉÉà ~ÉÉùLÉÒ ùàLÉÉ¥É¾à{Éà lÉlHÉ³ Ê{ÉiÉÇ«É
±ÉÒyÉÉà +{Éà ùÉ¾Ö±É{Éà W©ÉÒ{É ~Éù PÉÉ HùÒ ~ÉÉàlÉà ©ÉÉoÉà »ÉÖ> NÉ«ÉÉ. §ÉÖùÉ> oÉ«Éà±ÉÒ Ë»É¾iÉ ©ÉÉ÷à ¾´Éà
Ê¶ÉHÉù ùàLÉÉ¥Éàu{É ¾lÉÉÅ. Ë»É¾iÉà {É´É-n»É @SÉ »ÉÖyÉÒ £àu±ÉÉlÉÉà, ¥É¥¥Éà @SÉ{ÉÉ {É¾Éàù
yÉùÉ´ÉlÉÉà ~ÉÅXà ùàLÉÉ¥É¾à{É{ÉÉ oÉÉ~ÉÉ{ÉÉ §ÉÉNÉà NÉÉàc´ÉÒ nÉÒyÉÉà. {É¾Éàù ¶ÉùÒù©ÉÉÅ LÉÚÅ~ÉlÉÉ WlÉÉÅ ¾lÉÉÅ,
±ÉÉà¾Ò{ÉÒ yÉÉùÉ+Éà ´É¾àlÉÒ WlÉÒ ¾lÉÒ. Ë»É¾iÉ ´ÉyÉÉùà +ÉJ©ÉH ¥É{ÉÒ ùàLÉÉ¥É¾à{É{Éà Ê´ÉLÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ ¶É°
Hùà +à ~É¾à±ÉÉÅ ÷Éà³Ö l«ÉÉÅ +É´ÉÒ ~É¾ÉáSÉlÉÉ Ë»É¾iÉà ~ÉÅXà ~ÉÉUÉà LÉáSÉÒ ±É> ´ÉNÉeÉ{ÉÒ ´ÉÉ÷ ~ÉHeÒ...

l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ Ë»É¾iÉ »ÉÉ©Éà ©ÉÉlÉÞl´É{ÉÉà Ê´ÉW«É oÉ> SÉÖG¬Éà ¾lÉÉà.

©ÉÉ-nÉÒHùÉ ¥É{{Éà{Éà PÉiÉÉ ÷ÉÅHÉ +É´«ÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ. ùàLÉÉ¥É¾à{É ¾WÖ ~ÉiÉ LÉàlÉùÉà©ÉÉÅ ©ÉWÚùÒ Hùà Uà,
V«ÉÉùà Ë»É¾iÉà UÉàeà±ÉÉ Ê{É¶ÉÉ{É ùÉ¾Ö±É{ÉÉ ¶ÉùÒù ~Éù Xà> ¶ÉHÉ«É Uà.

{É´Éà©¥Éù, 2005

Ê´É»ÉÉ´Énù, yÉÉùÒ, ¥ÉNÉ»ÉùÉ mÉiÉà«É lÉÉ±ÉÖHÉ ´ÉSSÉà ÷àHùÒ+ÉàoÉÒ PÉàùÉ«Éà±ÉÖ ©ÉÉàiÉ´Éà±É NÉÉ©É.

eÉÂÉ§ÉÉ> ©ÉH´ÉÉiÉÉ{ÉÉ LÉàlÉùà +à »É´ÉÉùà ©ÉÉiÉ»ÉÉà PÉiÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ.

+ÉNÉ±ÉÒ ùÉmÉà LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ §ÉY«ÉÉ{ÉÉà yÉÉàOÉÉ©É ¾lÉÉà. ©ÉÉ÷à ©ÉÉàeà »ÉÖyÉÒ ¥ÉùÉ¥Éù §ÉY«ÉÉ nÉ¥ÉeÒ{Éà
WÖ´ÉÉÊ{É«ÉÉ+Éà ~ÉÉ»É~ÉÉ»É{ÉÉ LÉàlÉùÉà{ÉÒ +ÉàùeÒ+Éà©ÉÉÅ +ÉeÉ ~Ée¬É ¾lÉÉÅ. lÉà±É©ÉÉÅ lÉ³ÉlÉÉ
§ÉY«ÉÉ{ÉÒ lÉelÉeÉ÷Ò, ´ÉÉlÉÉà{ÉÉ NÉ~ÉÉ÷É, cÉ©ÉiÉÉ{ÉÉà LÉLÉeÉ÷.. +à ¥ÉyÉÉ +´ÉÉW ´ÉSSÉà ¥Éà+àH
¶ÉàhÉ´ÉÉ Uà÷à +É´Éà±ÉÒ §ÉàLÉe©ÉÉÅ +àH ~ÉÉH÷ ´É«É{ÉÉà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà ©ÉÉàHÉ{ÉÒ lÉ±ÉÉ¶É©ÉÉÅ ùÉ¾ Xà> ùÂÉà
¾lÉÉà. Xà ÷Éà³HÒ©ÉÉÅoÉÒ HÉà> +àH±É-nÉàH±É +±ÉNÉ ~ÉeÒ +Éà® +É´Éà lÉÉà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà lÉà{ÉÉ ~Éù PÉÉlÉ
±ÉNÉÉ´É´ÉÉ lÉä«ÉÉù ¾lÉÉà. ~ÉiÉ ©ÉÉàeÒ ùÉlÉ »ÉÖyÉÒ +à´ÉÒ lÉH ©É³Ò {É¾Ó. nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à ÊyÉùW NÉÖ©ÉÉ´ÉÒ {É
¾lÉÒ. ùÉ¾©ÉÉÅ {Éà ùÉ¾©ÉÉÅ »É´ÉÉù ~ÉeÒ..
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»É´ÉÉùà +Éà~É{Éàù SÉ±ÉÉ´É´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ ¾Éà´ÉÉoÉÒ eÉÂÉ§ÉÉ>{ÉÉà +hÉùàH ´Éù»É{ÉÉà nÉÒHùÉà §ÉÉ´Éàu¶É ´É¾à±ÉÉà
XNÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉà ¾lÉÉà. »ÉÉlÉàH ´ÉÉNÉà +à +ÉàùeÒ©ÉÉÅ ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ »ÉÉoÉà Ê¶ÉùÉ©ÉiÉ HùÒ ùÂÉà ¾lÉÉà. +à
©ÉÉ-nÉÒHùÉ{Éà LÉ¥Éù {É ¾lÉÒ Hà lÉà©É{ÉÒ nùàH Ê¾±ÉSÉÉ±É ~Éù +à +ÉàùeÒ©ÉÉÅ W H¥ÉÉ÷ +{Éà n´ÉÉ±É
´ÉSSÉà LÉÉÅSÉÉ©ÉÉÅ UÚ~ÉÉ«Éà±ÉÉà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà {ÉWù ùÉLÉÒ ùÂÉà Uà. +É +ÉàùeÒ©ÉÉÅ HÉà>H lÉÉà +É´É¶Éà W +à
+{ÉÖ§É´ÉÒ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà LÉ¥Éù ¾lÉÒ. +{Éà +Ånù +É´«ÉÉ ~ÉUÒ +à Ê¶ÉHÉù{Éà U÷´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ ~ÉÉàlÉà ©ÉÖ¶Hà±É
¥É{ÉÉ´ÉÒ nÉÃu¶Éà +à´ÉÉà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÒ yÉ¾Éù¶ÉÊGlÉ ~Éù Ê´É¹ÉÉ»É ¾lÉÉà.

Wà´ÉÒ lÉH ©É³Ò +à »ÉÉoÉà W nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à §ÉÉ´Éà¶É ~Éù ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà HùÒ nÉÒyÉÉà. l«ÉÉÅ ¾ÉWù lÉà©É{ÉÉ ©É©©ÉÒ
~ÉÉù´ÉlÉÒ¥Éà{É WÖ´ÉÉ{ÉXàyÉ nÉÒHùÉ ~Éù nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉà ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà W> nÉÒ~ÉeÉ »ÉÉ©Éà Wà ¾ÉoÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´«ÉÖÅ +à
±É> yÉ¾Éù Hù´ÉÉ nÉàe¬É. +ÉàùeÒ ¥É¾Ö {ÉÉ{ÉÒ ¾lÉÒ +à÷±Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉà ~ÉKÉ ©ÉW¥ÉÚlÉ ¾lÉÉà.
nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à ~É¾à±ÉÉ §ÉÉ´Éà¶É{Éà +{Éà ~ÉUÒ lÉà{ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ ~Éù ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà HùÒ nÉÒyÉÉà. §ÉÉ´Éà¶É{ÉÉ ©ÉÉàhÉ ~Éù
~ÉÅX{ÉÉ yÉ¾ÉùoÉÒ +àH +ÉÅLÉ +eyÉÒ ¥É¾Éù {ÉÒH³Ò NÉ> +{Éà nÉÃuLÉÉlÉÖ ¥ÉÅyÉ oÉ> NÉ«ÉÖÅ.
~ÉÉù´ÉÊlÉ¥Éà{Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà ´ÉÉ«ÉÉâ +à÷±Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà lÉà©É{ÉÉ ~Éù lÉÚ÷Ò ~Ée¬Éà +{Éà ~ÉÅX{ÉÉ +àH ~ÉUÒ +àH
yÉ¾Éù HùÒ LÉÉà~ÉùÒ©ÉÉÅ ÊlÉùÉe ~ÉÉeÒ nÉÒyÉÒ. ¾ÉoÉ, ~ÉNÉ, ~Éà÷ Wà ¾ÉoÉ ±ÉÉN«ÉÖ +à SÉÒùÒ {ÉÉL«ÉÖÅ..
ùÉlÉoÉÒ ùÉ¾ Xà> ù¾à±ÉÉ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÒ §ÉÚLÉ ¾´Éà ¥ÉàHÉ¥ÉÚ ¥É{ÉÒ ¾lÉÒ +à÷±Éà HÉà> lÉà{Éà +÷HÉ´Éà +à
~ÉÉà»ÉÉ«É +à©É {É ¾lÉÖÅ. ´É³Ò +à HnÉ´Éù ~ÉiÉ ¾lÉÉà +à÷±Éà »Éù³lÉÉoÉÒ +÷HÉ´«ÉÉà +÷Hà +à©É
{É ¾lÉÉà.

oÉÉàeÒ ´ÉÉù©ÉÉÅ +É»É~ÉÉ»É©ÉÉÅ »ÉÖlÉà±ÉÉ ±ÉÉàHÉà +É´ÉÒ ~É¾ÉáS«ÉÉ +{Éà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éà §ÉNÉÉ´É´ÉÉ yÉ«ÉÉ»É Hù´ÉÉ
±ÉÉN«ÉÉ. nÉÒ~ÉeÉà +ÉàùeÒ©ÉÉÅ +Ånù ¾lÉÉà +à÷±Éà Hà÷±ÉÉHà UlÉ A~Éù SÉeÒ, {ÉÊ³«ÉÉ CSÉHÉ´ÉÒ
A~ÉùoÉÒ ~ÉiÉ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{Éàu +É¾ÖÊlÉ+Éà +É~É´ÉÉ{ÉÉà yÉ«ÉÉ»É H«ÉÉâ.. +à©ÉÉÅ nÉÒ~ÉeÉà +ÉàùeÒ{ÉÒ ¥É¾Éù
{ÉÒH²«ÉÉà +{Éà ¥É¾Éù Wà »ÉÉ©Éà +É´ÉlÉÉ NÉ«ÉÉ +à ¥ÉyÉÉ{Éà +ÉNÉ±ÉÉ ~ÉÅXoÉÒ ±ÉÉ£É ©ÉÉùlÉÉà NÉ«ÉÉà.
´É³Ò nÉÒ~ÉeÉà +Ånù NÉ«ÉÉà.. ¥É¾Éù.. +Ånù-¥É¾Éù HÖnÉHÖnÉÃ HùÒ +{Éà +à nÉÊù«ÉÉ{É PÉiÉÉ{Éà
PÉÉ«É±É H«ÉÉÇ..

+àHÉnÉÃ e]{É ©ÉÉiÉ»ÉÉà{Éà Xà> ¥ÉÉY ¾ÉoÉ©ÉÉÅoÉÒ »ÉùÒ WlÉÒ ±ÉÉNÉÒ l«ÉÉùà nÉÒ~ÉeÉà ù´ÉÉ{ÉÉ oÉ>
NÉ«ÉÉà. l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à +eyÉÉà e]{É ±ÉÉàHÉà{Éà »ÉÉù´ÉÉù ±Éà´ÉÒ ~Éeà +à´ÉÉ PÉÉ«É±É HùÒ {ÉÉL«ÉÉ
¾lÉÉÅ. ¥ÉÒX Hà÷±ÉÉH{Éà {ÉÉ{ÉÒ-{ÉÉ{ÉÒ >X oÉ> ¾lÉÒ. »ÉÉäoÉÒ ´ÉyÉÖ SÉÒù£Ée ~ÉÉù´ÉÊlÉ¥Éà{É{ÉÉ ¶ÉùÒù
~Éù oÉ> ¾lÉÒ...§ÉÉ´Éà¶É{ÉÒ +ÉÅLÉ©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ~ÉiÉ ±ÉÉà¾Ò ´É¾àlÉÖ ¾lÉÖÅ. lÉlHÉ³ »ÉÉù´ÉÉù ©ÉÉ÷à ¥ÉyÉÉ{Éà
n´ÉÉLÉÉ{ÉÉ§ÉàNÉÉ HùÉ«ÉÉ.
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nÉÒHùÉ{Éà ¥ÉSÉÉ´É´ÉÉ ~ÉÉù´ÉÊlÉ¥Éà{Éà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉà Y´É nÉÃu´ÉÉà ~Ée¬Éà. ±ÉÉÅ¥ÉÒ »ÉÉù´ÉÉù, {ÉÉ{ÉÉ-©ÉÉà÷É
+Éà~Éùà¶É{É, V«ÉÉÅ-l«ÉÉÅ ÷ÉÅHÉ+Éà +{Éà càùàcù ~ÉÉ÷ÉË~ÉeÒ ~ÉUÒ ~ÉiÉ ~ÉÉù´ÉÊlÉ¥Éà{É ©ÉÉ÷à
LÉÉ÷±ÉÉ©ÉÉÅoÉÒ C§ÉÉ oÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ ©ÉÖ¶Hà±É ¾lÉÖÅ. +à©É{ÉÖÅ +à +´É»oÉÉ©ÉÉÅ W oÉÉàeÉ ©ÉÊ¾{ÉÉ+Éà ~ÉUÒ ©ÉÉàlÉ
oÉ«ÉÖÅ. XàHà lÉà©É{Éà §ÉÉ´Éà¶É ¥ÉSÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉà lÉà{ÉÉà »ÉÅlÉÉàyÉÉ ¾lÉÉà. ©ÉÉlÉÉ+à Y´É +É~ÉÒ{Éà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉ
HÅyÉÉàlÉù{Éà ¥ÉSÉÉ´ÉÒ ±ÉÒyÉÉà ¾lÉÉà. §ÉÉ´Éà¶É ¾WÖ+à +à LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ HÉ©É Hùà Uà. Wà +ÉàùeÒ©ÉÉÅ
nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà H«ÉÉâ ¾lÉÉà, +à +ÉàùeÒ lÉÉàeÒ ~ÉeÉ> Uà, Hà©É Hà l«ÉÉÅ ù¾à´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ HÉà>{ÉÖÅ ©É{É {É
¾lÉÖÅ, Ë¾©ÉlÉ ~ÉiÉ {É ¾lÉÒ. nÉÒ~ÉeÉ+à ©ÉÉ{É´É ÷Éà³HÒ ~Éù Uà±±ÉÉ ´ÉyÉÉÉuo©ÉÉÅ Hùà±ÉÉà +à »ÉÅ§É´ÉlÉ&
»ÉÉäoÉÒ ©ÉÉà÷Éà ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà ¾lÉÉà.

20 X{«ÉÖ+ÉùÒ, 2009

yÉÉùÒoÉÒ ´ÉÒ»ÉàH ÊH±ÉÉà©ÉÒ÷ù nÉÃqù ¥Éà-mÉiÉ NÉÉ©É{ÉÒ »ÉÒ©É{ÉÉ ÊmÉ§Éà÷à +àH LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ n¾ÉÊe«ÉÉà
~ÉÊù´ÉÉù »ÉÖlÉÉà ¾lÉÉà.

~ÉùÉàh oÉ´ÉÉ{Éà ¾WÖ oÉÉàeÒ ´ÉÉù ¾lÉÒ..

+à ´ÉLÉlÉà W +É Ê´É»lÉÉù©ÉÉÅ HÖL«ÉÉlÉ oÉ«Éà±ÉÉà XÅ¥ÉÉà {ÉÉ©É{ÉÉà Ë»É¾ +É»É~ÉÉ»É©ÉÉÅ Ê¶ÉHÉù{ÉÒ
¶ÉÉàyÉ©ÉÉÅ W©ÉÒ{É ~ÉNÉlÉ³à HùÒ ùÂÉà ¾lÉÉà.
LÉÖ±±ÉÉ LÉàlÉù©ÉÉÅ »ÉÖlÉà±ÉÉ ¥ÉÉ±ÉÉ§ÉÉ> ´ÉÉPÉà±ÉÉ{ÉÉà ~ÉÊù´ÉÉù ~Éù Ë»É¾{ÉÒ {ÉWùà SÉeÒ NÉ«ÉÉà.
±ÉÖSSÉÉ> ©ÉÉ÷à HÖL«ÉÉlÉ oÉ«Éà±ÉÉ XÅ¥ÉÉà+à 13 ´ÉyÉÉÇ{ÉÉ ¾ùà¶É{Éà ~ÉNÉàoÉÒ n¥ÉÉàSÉÒ ±ÉÒyÉÉà. XÅ¥ÉÉà{Éà
LÉ¥Éù ¾lÉÒ Hà +É {ÉÉ{ÉÉ Ê¶ÉHÉù{Éà ±É>{Éà §ÉÉNÉ´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ »Éù³lÉÉ ù¾à¶Éà.
¾ùà¶É{ÉÉà ~ÉNÉ ©ÉÉàhÉ©ÉÉÅ ±É> XÅ¥ÉÉà+à ~ÉÉùÉàc{ÉÉ ~ÉNÉ±ÉÉ §Éù´ÉÉ ¶É° H«ÉÉÇ..¾à¥ÉlÉÉ«Éà±ÉÉ ¾ùà¶Éà
¥ÉÖ©É-¥ÉùÉeÉ ¶É° H«ÉÉÇ. +à »ÉÉoÉà W ¥ÉÉWÖ©ÉÉÅ »ÉÖlÉà±ÉÉ ©ÉÉlÉÉ ©ÉÅWÖ¥Éà{É{ÉÒ Ë{Énù CeÒ NÉ>. ´ÉyÉÖ
Ê´ÉSÉÉù´ÉÉ{ÉÉà ´ÉLÉlÉ {É ¾lÉÉà. nÉÒHùÉ{ÉÉà ~ÉNÉ Ë»É¾{ÉÉ ©ÉÉàhÉ©ÉÉÅ ¾lÉÉà.. Xà ´ÉyÉÖ ´ÉÉù Hùà +{Éà +àH
´ÉLÉlÉ Ë»É¾ l«ÉÉÅoÉÒ nÉà÷ ©ÉÖHà lÉÉà nÉÒHùÉ{ÉÉ ¾ÉeHÉ Ê»É´ÉÉ«É H¶ÉÖÅ ¾ÉoÉ {É +É´Éà +à ´ÉÉlÉ ~ÉiÉ
{ÉÒ ¾lÉÒ.
XÅ¥ÉÉà{Éà l«ÉÉÅ W ùÉàH´ÉÉà ùÂÉà..
©ÉÅWÖ¥Éà{É ¾ÉoÉ©ÉÉÅ Wà +É´«ÉÖÅ +à ±É> Ë»É¾ ~Éù yÉ¾Éù Hù´ÉÉ ©ÉÉÅe¬É. Ë»É¾à ~ÉNÉ ~ÉHe¬É ¾lÉÉ,
lÉÉà ¥ÉÉHÒ{ÉÖÅ ¶ÉùÒù ~ÉHe´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ ©ÉÅWÖ¥Éà{Éà ¾lÉÖ +à÷±ÉÖ Xàù +W©ÉÉ´ÉÒ nÉÒyÉÖÅ. nùÊ©É«ÉÉ{É
+ÉWÖ¥ÉÉWÖ©ÉÉÅ »ÉÖlÉà±ÉÉ ¥ÉÒX +Én©ÉÒ+Éà XNÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉ.
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~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉ ~Éù ¾Ö©É±ÉÉà oÉÉ«É +{Éà ~ÉÉàlÉà PÉÉ«É±É oÉÉ«É +à ~É¾à±ÉÉ Ê¶ÉHÉù{Éà ~ÉelÉÉà ©ÉÖHÒ Ë»É¾ ù´ÉÉ{ÉÉ
oÉ> NÉ«ÉÉà..

l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ©ÉÉÅ ¾ùà¶É{ÉÉ ~ÉNÉ©ÉÉÅ Ë»É¾{ÉÉ SÉÉù {É¾Éàù ¾ÉeHÉ SÉÒùÒ{Éà +Éù~ÉÉù ~Éà»ÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉ ¾lÉÉÅ. lÉÉà
~ÉiÉ ©ÉÉàlÉ »ÉÉ©Éà +à ©ÉÉlÉÞl´É{ÉÉà Ê´ÉW«É ¾lÉÉà.

+àH ¥ÉÉWÖ W{©ÉlÉÉÅ ¥ÉÉ³HÉà{Éà ùàhÉ ©ÉÖHÒ nÉÃulÉÒ nHÖÅlÉÉ+Éàn{ÉÒ ~ÉiÉ +É~ÉiÉÉ »É©ÉÉW©ÉÉÅ ¾ÉWùÒ
Uà, V«ÉÉùà ¥ÉÒY ¥ÉÉWÖ nù´ÉÉWà +É´Éà±ÉÉ ©ÉÉàlÉ{Éà ~ÉùlÉ £ù´ÉÉ ©ÉW¥ÉÚù HùlÉÒ ¥ÉÉÅHÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà
~ÉiÉ Uà. +É SÉÉùà«É ©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà{Éà ©ÉyÉ»ÉÇ eà +à÷±Éà ¶ÉÖÅ +à LÉ¥Éù {ÉoÉÒ, ~ÉiÉ +à©É{Éà +à LÉ¥Éù
ùÉLÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÒ W°ù ~ÉiÉ {ÉoÉÒ!

+©É nÉÃu¶É{ÉÒ +à +É«ÉÇ ù©ÉiÉÒ& ¾ÒùÉà nÉÒ~ÉeÉ{ÉÉà Ê¶ÉHÉù ¥É{«ÉÉà ¾lÉÉà, V«ÉÉùà ùÉ¾Ö±É ({ÉÒSÉà{ÉÒ
lÉ»É´ÉÒù){Éà Ë»É¾iÉà H©ÉùàoÉÒ DSÉHÒ ±ÉÒyÉÉà ¾lÉÉà. ¥É{{Éà ÊH»»ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +à »ÉÅlÉÉ{ÉÉà{ÉÒ lÉÉùiÉ¾Éù
lÉà©É{ÉÒ ©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà W ¥É{ÉÒ ¾lÉÒ. nÉÒ~ÉeÉà +{Éà Ë»É¾iÉ »ÉÉ©Éà ¥ÉÉoÉ §ÉÒe{ÉÉùÒ nùàH ©ÉÉlÉÉ{ÉÉ
ÊH»»ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ Ê¶ÉHÉù ¥É{ÉÒ ù¾à±ÉÖ »ÉÅlÉÉ{É lÉà©É{ÉÖÅ +àH©ÉÉmÉ »ÉÅlÉÉ{É {É ¾lÉÖÅ. lÉÉà ~ÉiÉ ©ÉÉmÉ »ÉÅlÉÉ{É ¾Éà´ÉÉ
LÉÉlÉù +à ©ÉÉlÉÉ+Éà+à ©ÉÉàlÉ{Éà ~ÉeHÉù +É~É´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ XXà Ê´ÉSÉÉù H«ÉÉâ {É ¾lÉÉà..
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oÉÉèeÖÅ ´ÉyÉÖ »mÉÒ Ê´ÉºÉè
Maulika Derasari in her blog in Gujarati 'Maanrangi' focuses on gender

inequality in everyday life and the burden on the working women. She writes

about how education plays an important part in a woman's life and how an

educated woman impacts her family members and surroundings. While

acknowledging the need for men and women to maintain their individuality,

she urges readers to challenge gender stereotypes and redefine them to bring

in more gender equality in the family.

§ÉiÉè±ÉÒ »mÉÒ ~Éù©É Ê©ÉmÉ°~Éè »ÉÖLÉqÖ&LÉ{ÉÒ ´ÉÉlÉÉè Hù´ÉÉ{ÉÒ ±É¾èWlÉ ´ÉyÉÉùè Uè +{Éè qÖ&LÉ qÚù Hùè
Uè. +è Ê¡É«ÉÉ°~Éè ù»É§É«ÉÖÇ »ÉÖLÉ ´ÉyÉÉùè +É~«ÉÉ Hùè Uè. V«ÉÉÅ Hè³´ÉiÉÒoÉÒ »ÉùLÉÉ~ÉiÉÖÅ ¶ÉÉè§ÉlÉÖ
¾Éè«É Uè l«ÉÉÅ W »mÉÒ ~ÉÖ®ºÉ{ÉÉÅ ©É{É +èH¥ÉÒXÅ »ÉÉoÉè ©É³è Uè. Hè³´ÉiÉÒ ~ÉÉ©Éè±ÉÖÅ »mÉÒ-ùl{É HqÒ
~ÉÉèlÉÉ{ÉÖÅ lÉèW LÉÉèlÉÖÅ {ÉoÉÒ. Wè©É »mÉÒ Ê´É{ÉÉ »ÉÅ»ÉÉù »ÉÚ{ÉÉè Uè +è©É Hè³´ÉiÉÒùÊ¾lÉ »mÉÒoÉÒ »ÉÅ»ÉÉù
Ë»É¾-´ÉÉPÉ{ÉÉ ´ÉÉ»É´ÉÉ³ÖÅ §É«ÉÅHù ùÉ{É Uè +{Éè §ÉiÉè±ÉÒ »mÉÒoÉÒ »ÉÅ»ÉÉù ù©ÉiÉÒ«É ¥ÉÉNÉ Uè.
+É´ÉÖÅ qÉèh»ÉÉè ´ÉºÉÇ ~É¾è±ÉÉÅ {É©ÉÇqè H¾è±ÉÖÅ.

»mÉÒ{ÉÖÅ ´«ÉÊGlÉl´É ¶ÉÉèË~ÉNÉ, £è¶É{É, NÉÉèÊ»É~É, >º«ÉÉÇ, {Éè>±É-~ÉÉèÊ±É¶É, ©ÉèH-+~É, ¥ÉÅNÉeÒ+Éè {Éè
Ë¥ÉqÒ Hè +ÉÅ»ÉÖ+Éè©ÉÉÅ W »É©ÉÉ> {ÉoÉÒ WlÉÖÅ. +èoÉÒ ´ÉyÉÒ{Éè PÉiÉÖÅ ¥ÉyÉÖÅ Uè, ËWqNÉÒ©ÉÉÅ
Hù´ÉÉ Wè´ÉÖÅ.

UÉ~ÉÉÅ Hè ©ÉèNÉèÊ]{ÉÉè©ÉÉÅ«É »mÉÒ Ê´ÉºÉ«ÉH HÉè±É©É ¾Éè«É +è÷±Éè »ÉÖÅqù qèLÉÉ´ÉÉ {Éè »ÉÉùÒ ´ÉÉ{ÉNÉÒ
¥É{ÉÉ´É´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è{ÉÒ Ê÷~»É{ÉÒ Ë]H©ÉË]H Xè>{Éè HÅ÷É³Éè {Éè ´ÉyÉÖ lÉÉè NÉÖ»»ÉÉè +É´É´ÉÉ ±ÉÉNÉè Uè. »mÉÒ
¶É¥q {Éè÷ ~Éù »ÉSÉÇ H«ÉÉê +{Éè +¾É. »mÉÒ+è +ÉHºÉÇH qèLÉÉ´ÉÉ +{Éè ¥Éq{É{ÉÉÅ +ÅNÉÉè{Éè »ÉÖeÉè³
ùÉLÉ´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è, Hè ~ÉUÒ ~ÉÉ÷Ç{Éù{Éè ´É¶É©ÉÉÅ ùÉLÉ´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è ¶ÉÖÅ ¶ÉÖÅ Hù´ÉÖÅ Xè>+è +è´ÉÒ »É±ÉÉ¾Éè{ÉÒ
§Éù©ÉÉù LÉÚ±ÉÒ. +É ¥ÉyÉÖÅ HÉèiÉ {ÉIÒ Hù¶Éè? »mÉÒ LÉÖq Hù¶Éè Hè +É ©ÉÉ÷è«É +èiÉè ±ÉÉèHÉè{ÉÒ
»É±ÉÉ¾Éè ±Éè´ÉÒ ~Ée¶Éè? XèHè +è ´ÉÉlÉ +±ÉNÉ Uè Hè PÉiÉÒLÉùÒ »mÉÒ+Éè{Éè LÉÖq{Éè ~ÉiÉ +É©ÉÉÅ W ¥ÉyÉÖÅ

Maulika Derasari

Maulika Derasari is an author and creator of a blog “Maanrangi”.

She won the award for Best Blog Award at the Media

and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Western Region.

Laadli
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»ÉÖLÉ qèLÉÉ«É Uè. ~ÉiÉ. ¾´Éè ¾´ÉÉ ¥Éq±ÉÉ> Uè «ÉÉù.. +É©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ¥É¾Éù {ÉÒH³Éè +{Éè WÖ+Éè
+{Éè {É Xè> ¶ÉHlÉÉ ¾Éè«É +è©É{Éè ¥ÉlÉÉ´ÉÉè Hè »mÉÒ+Éè +É Ê»É´ÉÉ«É ~ÉiÉ Hè÷Hè÷±ÉÖÅ Hùè Uè.

´ÉºÉÉê ~É¾è±ÉÉÅ SÉÉiÉG«É §É±Éè H¾Ò NÉ«ÉÉ ¾Éè«É Hè »mÉÒ+Éè{ÉÒ lÉÉHÉlÉ lÉè©É{ÉÖ »ÉÉåq«ÉÇ, «ÉÉä´É{É +{Éè
lÉè©É{ÉÒ ©ÉÒcÒ ´ÉÉiÉÒ Uè ~ÉiÉ, W°ùÒ {ÉoÉÒ Hè +ÉWè«É +è©É ©ÉÉ{É´ÉÖÅ. ¾ùÒ£ùÒ{Éè ´ÉÉlÉ-´ÉÉlÉ©ÉÉÅ
»mÉÒ+Éè{ÉÒ ¥ÉÖÊu Hè +è{ÉÉ SÉÉÊùm«É Ê´ÉºÉè{ÉÒ ´«ÉÉL«ÉÉ+Éè £éHÉlÉÒ ù¾è Uè ~ÉiÉ ¾´Éè +É´ÉÒ
´«ÉÉL«ÉÉ+Éè ¥Éq±É´ÉÉ{ÉÉè »É©É«É ~ÉÉHÒ NÉ«ÉÉè Uè.

Ë±ÉNÉ§Éèq +ÉLÉÒ qÖÊ{É«ÉÉ{ÉÒ »mÉÒ+Éè{Éè ±ÉNÉ§ÉNÉ G«ÉÉÅH {Éè G«ÉÉÅH »~É¶Éê Uè.

£GlÉ +èH »mÉÒ ¾Éè´ÉÉ{ÉÉ HÉùiÉè W +è +©ÉÖH ùÒlÉè ~ÉÉU³ Hè ´ÉÅÊSÉlÉ ù¾Ò X«É Uè.

HÉè~ÉÉêùè÷ ´É±eÇ ¾Éè«É Hè »ÉÉ©ÉÉÊWH, ~ÉiÉ »mÉÒ+è ¥ÉyÉè W §Éèq§ÉÉ´É{ÉÉè »ÉÉ©É{ÉÉè Hù´ÉÉè ~Éeè Uè.

HqÉSÉ »mÉÒ ~ÉÉèlÉè +É §Éèq§ÉÉ´É{Éè «ÉÉèN«É ùÒlÉè ~ÉeHÉù´ÉÉoÉÒ qÚù ù¾èlÉÒ ¾¶Éè +oÉ´ÉÉ Ê´ÉùÉèyÉ »ÉÉ©Éè
»Éùè{eù HùlÉÒ ¾¶Éè. +è ~ÉiÉ +èH HÉùiÉ Uè Hè +É´ÉÉ §Éèq ¾WÖ SÉÉ±ÉlÉÉ ùÂÉ Uè.

»mÉÒ +{Éè ~ÉÖ°ºÉ +èH W ~ÉÉèÊ]¶É{É ~Éù +èH W »É©É«Éè qÉLÉ±É oÉ«ÉÉÅ ¾Éè«É lÉÉè ~ÉiÉ »mÉÒ{ÉÉè ~ÉNÉÉù
~ÉÖ®ºÉ HùlÉÉÅ ©ÉÉè÷è §ÉÉNÉè +ÉèUÉè W ¾Éè«É Uè. ~ÉiÉ +É{ÉÖÅ HÉùiÉ HÅ~É{ÉÒ+Éè{ÉÒ +èH ©ÉÉ{ÉÊ»ÉHlÉÉoÉÒ
+±ÉNÉ Ê´ÉSÉÉùÒ+è lÉÉè LÉÖq »mÉÒ W Uè. ©ÉÉè÷è §ÉÉNÉè +è LÉÖq W +ÉèUÉè ~ÉNÉÉù »´ÉÒHÉùÒ ±ÉèlÉÒ ¾Éè«É
Uè. »ÉÖÅqùlÉÉoÉÒ LÉèeÉ> ¶ÉHè +è´ÉÉ ¡Éqè¶ÉÉè©ÉÉÅ »mÉÒ ¥Éè-Ê]]H W> ¶ÉHè Uè ~ÉiÉ ¥ÉÖÊuoÉÒ LÉèeÉ>
¶ÉHè +è´ÉÉ ¡Éqè¶ÉÉè©ÉÉÅ WlÉÉÅ +è{Éè Ê]]H oÉÉ«É Uè. +É ©ÉÖtè »É©ÉÉyÉÉ{É {É HùÒ{Éè +è +eNÉ ù¾è lÉÉè
HqÉSÉ ÊSÉmÉ HÅ>H +±ÉNÉ W C~É»ÉÒ ¶ÉHè.

¾©ÉiÉÉÅ ¾´ÉÉ SÉÉ±ÉÒ Uè +èH '´ÉÉq'{ÉÒ.. '{ÉÉùÒ´ÉÉq'.

{ÉÉùÒ ¶É¥qoÉÒ ©É{Éè HÅ>H +iÉNÉ©ÉÉè oÉÉ«É Uè. +É ¶É¥q '{Éù' ~ÉùoÉÒ »ÉÒyÉÉè W ClÉùÒ +É´«ÉÉè
¾¶Éè. ~ÉiÉ, »mÉÒ +è »´ÉlÉÅmÉ ¶É¥q Uè, +èH +±ÉNÉ +Éè³LÉ ¥É{ÉÉ´Éè +è´ÉÉè.

+É ´ÉÉq +è´ÉÉè Uè Wè©ÉÉÅ ~ÉÉèlÉÉ{Éè »ÉÉ©ÉÉ{«É HùlÉÉÅ HÅ>H +±ÉNÉ qèLÉÉe´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è »mÉÒ ~ÉÉèlÉè +{Éè +è
»mÉÒ{Éè HÅ>H +±ÉNÉ qèLÉÉe´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è ~ÉÖ°ºÉÉè ~ÉÉèlÉ~ÉÉèlÉÉ{ÉÉ ]ÅeÉ ±É>{Éè HÚqÒ ~Éeè Uè.

»mÉÒ{Éè ~É¾è±ÉÉè ¡Éè£ù{»É +É~ÉÉè. »mÉÒ{Éè +±ÉNÉ +Éè³LÉ +É~ÉÉè. »mÉÒ{Éè +±ÉNÉ »oÉÉ{É +É~ÉÉè.
+{ÉÉ©ÉlÉ +É~ÉÉè ´É..´É.
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+ùè +É +{ÉÉ©ÉlÉ ¡ÉoÉÉ{ÉÉè W »ÉVWe Ê´ÉùÉèyÉ oÉ´ÉÉè Xè>+è. Hè©É Hè ©É{Éè +è W {ÉoÉÒ »É©ÉXlÉÖÅ Hè
»mÉÒ{Éè +©ÉÖH ÷HÉ W +{ÉÉ©ÉlÉ ¶ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è? qè¶É©ÉÉÅ qùèH WN«ÉÉ+è »mÉÒ +{Éè ~ÉÖ®ºÉ{ÉÉè +èH
»É©ÉÉ{É ¾H ¾Éè´ÉÉè Xè>+è, 50-50 ÷HÉ.

Ê¥É]{Éè»É Hè {ÉÉèHùÒ HùlÉÒ »mÉÒ{Éè ´ÉÍHNÉ ´ÉÖ©É{É H¾è´ÉÉ«É Uè ~ÉiÉ, »mÉÒ ¥É¾Éù HÉ©É Hùè Hè {ÉÉ
Hùè ´ÉÍHNÉ ´ÉÖ©É{É lÉÉè ~É¾è±ÉèoÉÒ W Uè. ¾´Éè lÉÉè +è{Éè e¥É±É ´ÉÍHNÉ ´ÉÖ©É{É H¾è´ÉÒ Xè>+è. Hè©É Hè
+è{ÉÒ Ê¥É]{Éè»É Hè Xè¥É{ÉÒ »ÉÉoÉè »ÉÉoÉè PÉù +{Éè ¥ÉÉ³HÉè{Éè »ÉÅ§ÉÉ³´ÉÉ{ÉÒ W´ÉÉ¥ÉqÉùÒ lÉÉè ¾Y
±ÉNÉ§ÉNÉ +è÷±ÉÒ W Uè. +è©ÉÉÅ ~ÉÖ®ºÉÉè+è §ÉÉNÉ ~ÉeÉ´«ÉÉè {ÉoÉÒ ¾Y.

¾Y ~ÉiÉ ~ÉÖ®ºÉÉè{Éè ~Él{ÉÒ lÉÉè »ÉÖÅqù +{Éè NÉÉèùÒ SÉÉ©ÉeÒ{ÉÒ W Xè>+è Uè. ¥ÉÖÊu LÉ~ÉlÉÒ {ÉoÉÒ,
+è©É{Éè. ¾É, ¡ÉèÊ©ÉHÉ ¾Éè«É lÉÉè ~ÉÉUÒ ¥ÉÖÊu¶ÉÉ³Ò Xè>+è. ~Él{ÉÒ lÉÉè HÂÉNÉùÒ W ¾Éè´ÉÒ Xè>+è,
HÉè> q±ÉÒ±É {ÉÉ Hùè +è´ÉÒ.

»mÉÒ+è {ÉÉèHùÒ ~ÉUÒ PÉùè +É´ÉÒ{Éè ÷Ò´ÉÒ +Éè{É HùÒ, »ÉÉè£É ~Éù ~ÉNÉ SÉeÉ´ÉÒ{Éè SÉÉ-HÉè£Ò{ÉÒ
£ù©ÉÉ>¶É {ÉoÉÒ Hù´ÉÉ{ÉÒ, ¥É±Hè +èiÉè Êù±ÉèG»É ~ÉiÉ oÉ«ÉÉ Ê´É{ÉÉ ù»ÉÉèeè XèlÉùÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ Uè. »ÉÉ»ÉÖ-
»É»ÉùÉ{ÉÖÅ, ¥ÉÉ³HÉè{ÉÖÅ {ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ-©ÉÉè÷ÖÅ HÉ©É ~ÉlÉÉ´É´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ Uè. +{ÉÉW-©É»ÉÉ±ÉÉ{ÉÒ Ê»É]{É ¾Éè«É Hè ~ÉUÒ
HÉè> »ÉÉ©ÉÉÊWH ´«É´É¾ÉùÉè ¾Éè«É. HÉè> ©ÉÉÅqNÉÒ{ÉÉ Ê¥ÉUÉ{Éè ¾Éè«É Hè ¥ÉÉ³HÉè{ÉÒ »HÚ±É©ÉÉÅ
+èÎG÷Ê´É÷Ò] ¾Éè«É, +É ¥ÉyÉÉÅ©ÉÉÅ Wè÷±ÉÒ ©É¾è{ÉlÉ »mÉÒ Hùè Uè +è©ÉÉÅ{ÉÖÅ HÅ> ~ÉiÉ, §ÉÉN«Éè W
~ÉÖ®ºÉ{ÉÉ §ÉÉNÉè +É´Éè Uè. ´É¾éSÉiÉÒ ¾Å©Éè¶ÉÉÅ »É©ÉÉ{É ùÒlÉè oÉ´ÉÒ Xè>+è +è Ê{É«É©ÉÉ{ÉÖ»ÉÉù SÉÉ±ÉÒ¶ÉÖÅ
lÉÉè +É´ÉÒ PÉiÉÒ »É©É»«ÉÉ+Éè{ÉÉ +ÅlÉ ~ÉiÉ ]e~ÉoÉÒ +É´É¶Éè.

+É ©ÉÉ÷è{ÉÖÅ qùèH Hq©É AcÉ´É´ÉÉ{ÉÒ ¶É°+ÉlÉ »mÉÒ+è W Hù´ÉÒ ~Ée¶Éè. ~ÉÉèlÉÉ{ÉÉ qÒHùÉ+Éè{Éè
PÉù{ÉÉÅ«É qùèH HÉ©É ¶ÉÒLÉ´ÉÉe´ÉÉÅ ~Ée¶Éè. UÉèHùÉoÉÒ +É {É HùÉ«É +{Éè UÉèHùÒ+Éè+è +É ¥ÉyÉÖÅ W
Hù´ÉÖÅ ~Éeè +è´ÉÒ ©ÉÉ{ÉÊ»ÉHlÉÉ{ÉÉ £è±ÉÉ´É©ÉÉÅ«É »mÉÒ{ÉÉè W ©ÉÉè÷Éè £É³Éè Uè. UÉèHùÉè »ÉÉ´ÉùiÉÒ ~ÉHeè lÉÉè
lÉùlÉ W H¾è´ÉÉ> X«É Uè Hè lÉÖÅ ù¾è´ÉÉ qè. ¶ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è ~ÉiÉ? +É ¥ÉyÉÖÅ ¾´Éè ©ÉNÉW ¥É¾Éù £éH´ÉÖÅ
~Ée¶Éè. lÉ©ÉÉùÉ qÒHùÉ+Éè{Éè«É {ÉÉ{É~ÉiÉoÉÒ W qÒHùÒ{ÉÒ Wè©É ¥ÉyÉÉÅ W HÉ©É ¶ÉÒLÉ´ÉÉeÉè. +l«ÉÉùoÉÒ
W +è{ÉÉ Ê´ÉSÉÉùÉè{ÉÖÅ +É ùÒlÉè HÅeÒ¶ÉË{ÉNÉ {É HùÉè Hè ~ÉÖ®ºÉ +É HÉ©É {É Hùè. qÒHùÒ HùÒ ¶ÉHè lÉÉè
qÒHùÉè Hè©É {É HùÒ ¶ÉHè?

~Él{ÉÒ oÉÉèeÉ Êq´É»É ©ÉÉ÷è PÉùoÉÒ ¥É¾Éù {É W> ¶ÉHè. ¶ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è? ~ÉÊlÉ{Éè W©É´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ ¥É¾Ö lÉH±ÉÒ£
~Éeè.
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qÒHùÉ+Éè{Éè ù»ÉÉè> ~ÉiÉ ¶ÉÒLÉ´ÉÉeÉè Hè WèoÉÒ +è©ÉiÉè +ÉLÉÒ ËWqNÉÒ W©É´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è ~Él{ÉÒ ~Éù
+ÉyÉÉÊùlÉ {É ù¾è´ÉÖÅ ~Éeè. Hè©É Hè ¾´Éè{ÉÉè «ÉÖNÉ +è´ÉÉè {É¾Ó +É´Éè Hè Wè +l«ÉÉù »ÉÖyÉÒ SÉÉ±ÉlÉÖÅ ùÂÖÅ
Uè. ¾´Éè{ÉÒ ~Él{ÉÒ 10-15 Êq´É»É{ÉÉ HÉè> G±ÉÉÊ»É»É ©ÉÉ÷è, ¡É´ÉÉ»É ©ÉÉ÷è, ÷ÄèËHNÉ Hè ÷ÄèË{ÉNÉ ©ÉÉ÷è
Hè ~ÉUÒ Ê¥É]{Éè»É ©ÉÉ÷è ¥É¾Éù W¶Éè lÉÉè PÉù, ¥ÉÉ³HÉè Hè PÉùeÉÅ ©ÉÉlÉÉÊ~ÉlÉÉ{Éè ~ÉÊlÉqè´Éè »ÉÅ§ÉÉ³lÉÉÅ
¶ÉÒLÉÒ ±Éè´ÉÖÅ W ~Ée¶Éè.

qÒHùÒ{Éè ~É¾è±ÉèoÉÒ W ~ÉÉùHÒ ©ÉÉ{ÉÒ ±Éè´ÉÉ{ÉÉè Êù´ÉÉW Uè +{Éè V«ÉÉÅ ~ÉùiÉè Uè +è PÉù ©ÉÉ÷è lÉÉè
~ÉÉùHÒ ¾Éè«É W Uè. V«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ ¡Éè©ÉoÉÒ ¥É{{Éè ~ÉKÉè SÉÉ±Éè Uè l«ÉÉÅ »ÉÖyÉÒ lÉÉè ´ÉÉÅyÉÉè {ÉoÉÒ +É´ÉlÉÉè. ~ÉiÉ
V«ÉÉùè »ÉÉ»ÉùÉ ~ÉKÉ©ÉÉÅ HÅ>H lÉH±ÉÒ£ oÉÉ«É Uè l«ÉÉùè {ÉÉUÚ÷Hè »mÉÒ+è W »É©ÉÉyÉÉ{É Hù´ÉÖÅ ~Éeè Uè.
Hè©É Hè, Ê~É«Éù©ÉÉÅ +è ~ÉÉùHÒ Uè ¾´Éè; +{Éè »ÉÉ»Éùè +è{Éè ~ÉÉèlÉÉ{ÉÒ NÉiÉ´ÉÉ lÉä«ÉÉù {É ¾Éè«É l«ÉÉùè
+èiÉè ¶ÉÖÅ Hù´ÉÖÅ? «ÉKÉ¡É¶{É Uè +É. +É´Éè ´ÉLÉlÉè »É©ÉÉW ~ÉiÉ »ÉÉoÉ {ÉoÉÒ +É~ÉlÉÉè. »Éù´ÉÉ³è +è
LÉÖq +èH ~ÉiÉ ¥ÉÉWÖ{ÉÒ {ÉoÉÒ ù¾èlÉÒ. ¾É, +èH±ÉÒ »mÉÒ{Éè {É¥É³Ò NÉiÉ{ÉÉù ©ÉqqNÉÉùÉè lÉä«ÉÉù W
¥ÉècÉ ¾Éè«É Uè. ~ÉiÉ, +É´ÉÖ HÅ> ¥É{Éè l«ÉÉùè Xè »mÉÒ »´ÉlÉÅmÉ +{Éè ~ÉNÉ§Éù ¾Éè«É lÉÉè +è ÷aÉù
NÉùq{Éè »É©ÉÉW ´ÉSSÉè Y´ÉÒ ¶ÉHè Uè, ±ÉÉè±ÉÖ~É {ÉWùÉè{Éè ¥ÉèyÉeH lÉ©ÉÉSÉÉè ©ÉÉùÒ{Éè«É

+ÅlÉè LÉùÉ +oÉÇ©ÉÉÅ »É©ÉÉ{ÉlÉÉ ±ÉÉ´É´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è »Éeè±ÉÒ, WWÇÊùlÉ ©ÉÉ{ÉÊ»ÉHlÉÉ+Éè©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ¥É¾Éù
{ÉÒH³Ò{Éè »mÉÒ+è LÉÖq ©ÉI©É Hq©Éè +è Êq¶ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +ÉNÉ³ ´ÉyÉ´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷è ¡ÉÊlÉ¥Éu oÉ´ÉÖÅ ~Ée¶Éè.
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YÐL"y|¶ JÕ!
March, 2012

ER"WQU"LÍ¶ ERËeL"LÍ¶ JÃ A+U±´!

‘Vazhikattum Oli' in Tamil is about an NGO promoted by a group of women

who faced male chauvinism and social injustice in their life. She portrays the

strength and capability displayed by these women to face the discrimination,

and their efforts to create a support system for destitute women to fac life with

hope. Emphasizing that the life of a single woman is not inferior to any other

way of living, Vaidehi goes on to describe how it can be equally fulfilling.

A±T", LQYß, ULß ²Ú«R© ¹RÅ N"h¶ Y+W H&R" JÃ
ÄT §Å %T¡LÕß Y"Ïe+L¼Å pXTX B¡LÔ
C+QV"L CÝ§ Y+W YÃTYÀL+[ËP, CÃ±+T&V
%YÝeLo %N»fÚ B¡L&[ A§L¶. pXÃeh B¡
©+Q¼ÅX"R Y"Ïe+L C¶+N. TXÃe&L" B¤P]"]
Y"Ïe+L SWL¶

§ÃUQU"L"RYÀLÔ, LQY+W± ²Á«RYÀLÔ, CZ«RYÀLÔ,
ËY"LW R"]YÀLÔ, h|¶T R"W"Å +LËP±TyPYÀLÔ
G] Rà+U¼Å RËeh¶ %T¡LØeh BÝR+X¾¶,
Y"Ïe+L¼Å %YÕoN +R¾¶ L"y|fÚ JÃ A+U±´
YÐL"y|¶ JÕ .

YÐL"y|¶ JÕ +V BW¶² ©, YÐ]P ©¶ ²&WU", &WY§,
r^"R" BfV ºYÃ&U Y"Ïe+L¼Å YtpeL±TyPYÀLÔ.

L"X ©eh¶ iP YÀÚ©eh JÃ ©+Q &Y¤¶âR"ß
GÅX"Ã¶ LÅV"Q¶ T¡¢eL&Ú"¶. Gß&]"P© L"RÅ
LÅV"Q¶. T§]tr YÃc LÅV"Q Y"Ïe+L¼X JÃ S"Ô
iP N«&R"c&U", ¬¶U§&V" CÅ+X. AÀ R&U CÅX"R
A«R Y"Ïe+L¼&XÃ«© %YÕV YW &Y¡zV LyP"V¶
G]eh. ²Átr &T"] LQYÀ ÄT ©X Uy|·ÅX"U,

...

!

‘ ’

‘ ’

“

Vaidehi Ranganathan, Kungumam Thozi

Vaidehi Ranganathan works with Kungumam Thozhi, Tamil Nadu.

She won the award for Best Campaign at the Laadli Media Awards

for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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N¹R"V ©&XÃ«©¶ GeLoNeL ²Wo+]LÔ. Rà+U TVU"
CÃ«R©. Gß+]o r § CÃ«R SÅX U]reL"WjL&["P
BÝRÈ¶ AWY+Q±´¶ Gß+] Rà+U¼&XÃ«© %YÕV
%L"¡| Y«R©.

KW[Í ¸¡| GÒ«R&T"©, ·L±%TÁV ËT ©X pef,
fyP RyP UWQ±T|e+Le&L &T"¼y&Pß. A«R
ËT ©&X&V Gß Y"Ïe+L ¹ztpÃeLX"¶. C R+]¾¶
R"¡z, S"ß E¼&W"P CÃe&Lß]", A©eh H&R" JÃ
L"WQ¶ CÃeL¤¶â EQÀ«&Rß. hQU"f Y«R©¶,
&N¶ âJÃ A+U±+T BW¶²o&Nß. BÀY·Ã«©¶ TzeL

YN§¼ÅX"R ²Ô+[LØeh¶, U"ÚÝ §Ú]"ÕLØeh¶
¹ztN ERËL+[o %N»VÚ A+U±T" &SN¶ Y[W
BW¶²oN©. A©eL"L L[ ©X CÚjf]±T, S"jL N«§oN
%T¡L&["P ¬+X+U %W"¶T± TÁR"TU" CÃ«R©. A±T",
LQYß, ULßâ G«R B&Q"P BRWÍ¶ CÅX"U
RËefÚ %T¡L&["P L¡£À L+RL+[ §]¶ §]¶
&LyL BW¶²o&N"¶. Rà+U¼X RËefÚ %T¡LØeh
HR"Y© %N»V¤jfÚ +YW"efV ©X YÐL"y|¶ JÕ
A + U ± + T B W ¶ ² o & N ß . B ¡ © + Q C Å X " U
A+XeLÐeL±TPÚ G«R± %T¡¤¶ C«R A+U±´X
EÝ±²]W"LX"¶. AYjL&["P Tz±´eh¶, Rh§eh¶
H RTz AYjLØeh JÃ G§ÀL"X +R EÃY"efe
%L"| ©, %N"«Re L"ÅLÔX ¬ßâ, Y"Ï«© L"yP ¹z¾¶â
JÃ S¶²e+L+Ve %L"|efÚ A+U±T" Y[À«

§yzÃeh... - L¡£+W ©+P RTz %N"ÅfÚ ²&WU",
YÐL"y|¶ JÕ ¼ß R+XË.

T"À+Y¼Å LàÍ¶ U"ø"R ´ß]+L¾U"L A+U§V"L
CÃefÚ &WY§, C«R A+U±²ß %NVX"[À. ©VWjLÕß
EoN¶ T"À RYÀR"ß CYÃ¶.

%TÁVYjLR"ß T"À © LÅV"Q¶ T¡¢ YoN"jL.
G]eh Y«RYÃe&L", TzoN %T"¡¤jL GÅX"¶
R±T"]YjLßÚ G¡Q¶. §]¶ §]¶ AY&W"P N«&RL±
T " À + Y V " & X ¾ ¶ , A p j L U " ] & L Ô Ë L [ " & X ¾ ¶
iàehÝf ¬±&Tß. A«Ro sZÅX Gß hZ«+R Y[ÀÚ©
²zeL"U, %YÕ&V Y«&Rß. ¯ Y"Ï«©|ËV"ßâ
T"ÀeL&Úß â AYÀ NY"ÅËyP"À. º¤ Yvre

‘ ’

’ ’

‘ ’
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hZ«+R&V"P %YÕ¼X Y«R±T, G]eL"] J&W

S¶²e+L Gß&]"P G¶.H Tz±´¶, {oNÀ &Y+X¾¶R"ß.
Cßàeh Gß +TV+] G¶.².H TzeL Yor, JÃ SÅX
A«Rî©X EyL"W YopÃe&Lß. Gß +TV«R"ß G]eh
EXL¶. %T¡L+[ G±Tz SP R¤¶, U§eL¤¶â
AYâeh %N"ÅÆe %L"| © Y[À §Ãe&Lß.

Gß A¡Qß iP &TjeX &Y+X T"ÀeLÚ ²&WU"&Y"P
AÛ¹L¶ f+PoN©. AâTYjL+[± TfÀ«©efyP©X,
S"ß RàV"Ô CÅ+XjfÚ S¶²e+L %RÁtN©. S"jL
AâTËoN YÆ, Cà&U G«R± %T¡¤eh¶ YWeiP"©,
'YÐL"y|¶ JÕ'X Gß+]¾¶ C+Qorefy&Pß .

YÆL+[ R"¡z, %YÚÛ %TÚÚ ²Úh¶iP, LP«R L"X
¬+]ÍLÔ L¡£W"L YÐfßÚ] &WY§eh.

TPTP± &Tor¶, ©Ã©Ã T"À+Y¾U"L CÃefÚ r^"R",
&N"LjLÕß ´+RhÐ¼Å pef ¸¡PYÀ GßÚ"Å S¶T
¹zVËÅ+X.

U©+W¼X Gß U"U]"À h|¶T¶ %W"¶TÍ¶ ²WTXU"]©.
pß] YVr&X&V LÅV"QU"¼|or. LQYÃehe
hz±TZeL¶ CÃ«R©. &Y+X G©Í¶ T"ÀeL"U, U¢
&SW¹¶ &T"+R¼&X&V CÃ±T"À. G±&T"©¶ N¡+P,
²Wo+]ßâ h|¶T ©X ¬¶U§&V CÅX"U± &T"or.
&T"+R R+Xe&LÛ]©X, JÃ S"Ô S|W" §Á Ìy+P Ëy|
%YÕ&V ©W §ËyP"À. J¡&QL"Å YVrX UL+]¾¶,
T R+W YVrX UL+[¾¶ Yorefy| YÐ %RÁV"U
S| %RÃÍX ¬ß&]ß.

S"ß T R"Y©eh &UX TzeL+X. EXL¶ %RÁV"©. ¯
RÚ%L"+X T¡¢efÚ A[Íeh Eß+] P"ÀoNÀ
T¡¤&Yß â ·Wyz] LQYÃeh ¹ß]"z, Gß
²Ô+[jLØeL"LY"Y© Y"Ï«&R BL &Y¡zV LyP"V¶.
îiÅ &R"Ð ºXU", 'BÅ C«§V" ²¿yzòVß A¡y
&aÀ z%WîbÀî A&N"p&Vcß'X &Y+X f+Por, C±T
².BÀ.K.Y" CÃe&Lß. A±Tz&V G¶.H. ¹zo&Nß.

JÃ ¸yzjX ²&WU"+Y N«§o&Nß. Y«RYjL %TVÀL+[
Æîy G| §yzÃ«R S"ß, ²&WU"ßâ %N"ß S©¶,

”

“

‘

’
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CàòVÅâ &Ly&Pß. ^îy ²&WU" «â %N"ß]"jL.
LQY&]"P CàòVÅ CÅX"U &T+W %N"ÅÚ&R R±´jfÚ
¬ + ] ± ´ X Y [ À « R G ] e h , A © A § À o p V " L Í ¶
BoNÁVU"LÍ¶ CÃ«R©. AYjL&["P &SN¶ A+U±´X
Gß+]¾¶ C+Qorefy&Pß. A©eL±´ø¶R"ß
LQYß Uy|&U Y"Ïe+L CÅ+XjfÚ© ´ÁV BW¶²oN©.
UL+]¾¶ UL+[¾¶ SÅXTzV" Y[À ©, B["efy&Pß.
SP«R+R ¬+]or Cßàeh¶ S"ß JÃ %N"y|
L¡£ÀiP ËP Ú§Å+X. YVrX SP«R© YVrX
S P « § Ã « R " G ß E P ¶ ´ & X ¾ ¶ U ] r & X ¾ ¶
%R¶²ÃefÚ±T&Y SP«R+R¾¶, S"ß %^¼oN+R¾¶
¬+]or

N«&R"c±Ty|eL&Úß GßfÚ r^"R", YÐL"y|¶ JÕ
¼ß %T"Ã["[À.

Rà+U Y"Ïe+Leh RÔ[±TyP G«R± %T¡¤¶,
YÐL"y|¶ JÕ ¼Å C+QVX"¶. LQY&]"|

²Wo+]V", %T R ²Ô+[jL ËWyPÚ"jL[", EP&]
Ëy|y| Y«© GjL A+U±´X &NÃjL Ôâ S"jL
%N"ÅX+X. ²Wo+] EÔ[ V"Ã¶ ¹RÅX GjL+[
A¤f]", AYjLØeh LÍßNÆj %L"| ©, ²ÁV"U
CÃeL ¹VÚpLÔ %N»&Y"¶. E[ËVÅ ¬´QÀ, YegÅâ
GjL A+U±´X ¬´QÀ hÒ CÃeh. AYjL ¹VÚpLÔ
G Å X " ¶ T X à Å X " U ± & T " ] " , A | © G ß ]
T ¡ Q X " j f Ú © e L " ] Y Ð L " y P È ¶ G j L e f y P
f+Peh¶. GjL º¤ &TÃeh¶ SP«R %L"|+ULÔ
GjL&["P&V &T"Ly|¶. L¡¤e%L§&W A© Cß%]"Ã
%T¡¤eh SpefÚ+R± T"À ©efy|, S"jL r¶U" CÃeL
U"y&P"¶. S"jL CÃe&L"¶ EjLØeh... ER"WQU"LÍ¶
ERËeL"LÍ¶â L"yP R"ß 'YÐL"y|¶ JÕ.

Y Æ L + [ e L P « R & R " Ð L Õ ß & T o + N ¾ ¶
AâTYjL+[¾¶ T"Àeh¶&T"© C±Tz R"ß G¡Q
&R"ßÝfÚ©.

R à V " L C Ã e h ¶ & T " © J ß Ý · Å X " R Y À L [ " L
CÃ±TYÀLÔ, &NÀ«§Ãeh¶&T"© GÅX"¹U"LÍ¶
BfÚ"ÀLÔ

‘ ’

‘ ’
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Pennu Kettiya Veedu

M. S. Banesh's documentary in Malayalam narrates the

story of a group of women engaged in construction of houses without any

assistance from men. It depicts their life amidst rocks and cement. It also talks

about Ettumanoor Women's Centre where these women are trained. The

work done by this women's group and training centre sends out a very

positive image of women's empowerment.

Pennu Kettiya Veedu

Electronic Media

M. S. Banesh, Jeevan TV, Kerala

M. S. Banesh has won the award for Best Documentary at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Southern Region.

Laadli

Linga Tharathaamya

The radio jingle in Kannada expresses a mother's

anxiety in sending her daughter out to play for fear of her being kidnapped.

But support comes for the little girl from her two brothers who persuade their

mother to allow her to play. The jingle ends on a positive note with a message

‘

Linga Tharathaamya

Let us condemn discrimination against women and lead a happy life.’

Maya Raman, AIR Dharwad

Maya Raman has been working in AIR, Dharwad for the past 22

years and has produced many programmes, features, jingles, radio

reports and musical features on harassment of women and other

features. She won the award for the Best Radio Jingle at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Southern Region.

Laadli
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Yaha Lagti Hai Dulhan ki Mandi

The Vedhu Samaj of Nanded District of Maharashtra follows the tradition of

putting a price for daughters in a specially put up marriage market (mandi).

This is done in front of the local Panchayat and is the only approved way of

marrying. The programme in Hindi was a ground report investigation of this

practice of selling women like commodities. The programme contradicted

the claim of the Government that such practices had been eradicated.

Nishat Shamsi, IBN -7, Maharashtra

Nishat Shamsi is with IBN 7. He won the award for Best Investigative

News Feature at the Media and Advertising Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.

Laadli

Khirki Mehendewali

Khirki Mehendewali is a thirty episode radio show in Hindi of 13 minutes

duration each, targeted predominantly at a rural women audience with the

objective of addressing gender issues. Through the struggles of Mehendi, an

unwanted girl child and her mother who is punished for her inability to

produce a son, the programme tackled various issues related to women.

Using an innovative approach of drama, music, jokes and testimonials, it

made the audience introspect and ask themselves: “Isn’t there anything we

can do to spare our women this kind of suffering?” Each of the episodes also

imparted life saving information on maternal and child health.

BBC Media Action, AIR, Patna

BBC Media Action won the Best Radio

Programme at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Eastern Region.

Laadli



Reporting on the current events is the core of media writing and reporting. Does

the responsibility of the media persons stop at filing a factual report on events,

incidents and political developments? Should they look at only what is perceived to

be of interest to the reader or important for the TRPs? Or should they go beyond to

unravel the layers and hidden dimensions of the events? The selection of writings

under this section brings to you stories which report on current events but from a

different perspective.

Aditi Tandon’s story on the trafficking of young girls to Delhi during the

Commonwealth Games is one such story which cut the clutter of news coverage on

the event by exposing the underbelly of the games – the trafficking of young girls to

Delhi to meet the demands of the floating population gathered to witness the games.

Her story was instrumental in the rescue of some of the trafficked girls.

Similarly, while reporting on honour killings and the role of khap panchayats in

promoting the same, Sukhbir Siwach has gone beyond merely reporting on incidents

of honour killings and looked into the political positioning of the Chief Minister who

opposed the law to ban honour killings and attempts to clip the wings of the

khap panchayats.

There are three stories on Kashmir in this section. With the changing political

scenario in the valley with comparatively peaceful times, there is increased coverage

on the concerns, troubles and challenges being faced by its women. While enough

has already been written about the violence, militancy and separatist movements, it is

riveting to read stories about violence and destruction from women’s point of view.

How do women cope with disability caused by landmines, with hardly any support or

compensation from the government? How do the constant exposure to violence,

bereavement, insecurity and restricted movement impact the emotional,

psychological and physical health of women? These are the issues raised by Ashutosh

Sharma and Freny Maneckshaw in their features. The new social and political

environment also means that more women are accessing jobs, institutions and public

spaces and are increasingly being exposed to new threats, like eve teasing, acid

attacks and other forms of violence which were unknown in Kashmir in the past. Sana

Altaf reports on the first case of acid attack on a woman in Kashmir and the response

from various groups to the same.

Tongam Rina’s report from Arunachal Pradesh once again draws attention to the

increasing violence against women and children even in geographies which were

considered to be safe for women and highlights the need to take immediate steps to

stop them.
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Dark Underbelly of Games
October 9, 2010

This article was written during the Commonwealth Games in Delhi when the

author noticed that there was a considerable increase in trafficking of girls,

especially minors. Some NGOs stepped in to rescue the girls.

While Delhi was being dolled up ahead of the Commonwealth Games, red-

light areas were also busy planning to welcome the visitors and tourists.

Investigations by The Tribune reveal that trafficking of girls, especially

minors, has risen considerably in the past two months. Most children are

being brought in through fraudulent placement agencies for domestic work

and used for commercial sex in rented residences in semi-posh Delhi

localities, including East of Kailash, Kalkaji, Govindpuri Extension and

Tuglakabad Extension. Over 121 girls have been rescued from traffickers

from New and Old Delhi Railway Stations alone in the past two months. This

number, as per documented data with registered anti-trafficking NGOs, was

much lower in the past two years until August 2010.

Police records of these rescued girls show they worked as sex slaves, fetching

for their “masters” anywhere between Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 30,000 an hour.

Records of Shakti Vahini, active in the G. B. Road red-light area, alone

confirm 75 rescues of minors in past two months. “Of these girls, 50 per cent

were rescued from forced sex. There's a definite surge, around 50 per cent, in

trafficking,” says Rishi Kant of Shakti Vahini. In 30 cases, the FIRs have been

lodged for kidnapping and rape.

Another NGO Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA) last month detected 39

minors trafficked from MP on Paschim Express which halted at Nizamuddin

train station. “This is shocking. There is a whole sex business going on

around the Games. Trafficking in the past five years has never been so high

despite regular surveillance of the police and anti-traffickers at destination

points,” Rakesh Sanger, national secretary of BBAadmits.

Print and Web Media

Aditi Tandon, Tribune News Service

Aditi Tandon is with the Tribune News Service, Delhi and is the

recipient of the 2005-06 British Chevening Scholarship for her

report on Kashmir. She won the award for the Best Gender Sensitive

Reporting in 2008 and won the Media Award for Best

Investigative Reporting for the above story in 2011-12.
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Call details of Childline India's five Delhi helplines tell a similar story. Of the

432 trafficking complaints recorded in the past one year, 70 per cent came in

the past three months. “This surge is unprecedented and marks an eight-fold

increase from the previous years. Ahead of CWG, we have also observed

frenetic activity of traffickers not just in the GB Road area but also around

railway stations.” Sumit Kumar of Childline says.

Analysis of trafficked cases reveals 90 per cent of the rescues happened on

Jharkhand Sampark Kranti, Northeast Express, Brahmaputra Mail and Awadh

Assam Express, and most girls came from West Bengal, Jharkhand, Assam

and Bihar. This despite the Home Ministry's “Advisory for Prevention and

Combat of Human Trafficking during the CWG” issued to Bengal, MP, Orissa,

Jharkhand, Bihar, UP and New Delhi on September 10.

Case histories of trafficked girls indicate that they were being sourced for jobs

in the name of the Games, a fact revealed by the MHA advisory, which says:

“Certain fraudulent placement agencies, involved in trafficking, were

promising jobs to young girls in the Capital ahead of the Games. Minor girls

are the main targets. Some are even injected with oxytocin to attain puberty

at a younger age.”

In 30 per cent cases, where minors were sold for sex, they were first put in

homes. A 13-year-old girl from Mumbai was rescued on August 3. She was

brought to Delhi through a Shakarpur-based placement agency by an agent

named Pappu, who first sent her to work in Punjabi Bagh, then tried to sell

her for prostitution. He is under arrest. “We have conducted unprecedented

number of rescues in recent days,” admits Surinderjit Kaur, SHO, Kamla

Market police station, which covers G. B. Road. Along the G. B. Road,

condom sales have also risen sharply. Where the Delhi AIDS Control Society

provides four lakh a month, it is now supplying six lakh.

(Names of the girls have been changed to protect their identities)
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Hooda Opposes More Teeth to Tackle Honour Killings
April 21, 2011

Sukhbir Siwach's series of stories on khap panchayat brings out the facts of

this illegal but widely prevalent practice of honour killings in Haryana.

While these killings do happen in a few other states in northern India, it is

much more deep-rooted in Haryana. The Central Government has proposed

new laws to combat this. But this story has exposed how the Chief Minister

has raised objections on this new law to combat this.

CHANDIGARH: Even as yet another honour killing rocks Haryana, with two

women lynched in public in Bhiwani recently, the Congress government in

the state led by chief minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda has raised objections

to all the Union home ministry proposals to draft a law to counter honour

killings. Information accessed by TOI under the RTI Act has revealed how

Haryana has resisted the proposed law on honour killings, saying that the

existing law is adequate to deal with the problem.

The proposals have been sent to a group of ministers (GoM), headed by

Union finance minister Pranab Mukherjee, set up by the Centre last year to

consider changes in criminal laws to counter such killings. In a letter to

Mukherjee on September 30, 2010, Hooda said: "To deal with unlawful

assemblies or the offence committed by them with a common object, the

existing provisions in IPC are adequate for all circumstances and

eventualities including 'honour killing'." Fifteen states have reportedly sent

their views to the GoM, with Haryana opposing the proposals to amend the

IPC, even as Delhi, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have supported the move.

The Hooda government feels that honour killing can be contained by

strengthening law enforcement machinery, improving standards of

investigation, building credible prosecution, sensitizing judicial officers and

expediting trials. "Certainty of punishment holds the key," the state

government said in its communication. It has opposed every clause, right

Sukhbir Siwach, TNN

Sukhbir Siwach is with the Times of India, Chandigarh. He won the

award for the Best Issue Based Investigative Story at the Media

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.
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from adding a section on honour killing in Section 300, which deals with

culpable homicide, to opposing a proposed section to tackle a crime like

stripping of a woman in public. The move has come in for sharp criticism

both from legal experts and social activists.

"Haryana government's response is legally and culturally regressive. The

comments of the state government are clearly aimed at legitimizing the

resurgence of khap panchayats in Haryana and justify their demand to

amend the Hindu Marriage Act and ban marriages within the same gotra. It is

shocking that any government in the 21st century can advance such views,"

says Punjab and Haryana high court lawyer Anupam Gupta.

Woman activist Jagmati Sangwan is also not impressed with the

government's viewpoint. "There is certainly a need of a special law to tackle

honour killings as this problem has not been curbed despite existing

provisions in the law," says activist Jagmati Sangwan, who is vice-president of

All India Democratic Women Association.
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Kashmiri Women's First Brush with Acid Attack
January 26, 2013

This feature is about the case of an acid attack on a woman in conflict-ridden

Kashmir. The first such case in Kashmir, it has shocked people across

the valley.

Her face is burned. Her eyes damaged. Her sense of herself irreparably

damaged. Arifa (name changed), 28, lies silent on the corner bed of a ward at

Shri Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital, Srinagar.

She hides her face from other patients and attendants as her acid-burned face

has now made her centre of public interest. Her tragedy gagged headlines as

she became the Valley's first victim of acid attack.

The New Year had just marked its presence. It was January 2, when Arifa, a

teacher at a preparatory school, was attacked with acid by two men. They

perpetrated this heinous assault because she had refused to consider a

marriage proposal from the accused, a man named Riyaz Ahmad Nath.

Reveals Arifa's brother, “Nath has been after my sister for quite some time. It

was out of anger that he got acid thrown on her since she was not willing to

have anything to do with him.”

On the fateful day, Arifa was on her way to school when Nath, along with

another boy named Mudasir, followed her on a bike. He held her arm, threw

acid on her and fled from the spot. A group of bystanders had watched the

incident unfold, but no one came forward to help the girl – a testimony to

public apathy.

“Fortunately, my cousin lives nearby. He had heard her screaming and

rushed her to the hospital,” says her brother. Arifa has not been showing any

signs of improvement since. She is to be shifted to Delhi for treatment.

Sana Altaf, Deccan Herald

Sana Altaf has been consistently reporting from the conflict area of

Jammu and Kashmir. She has touched upon various problems like

domestic violence, lack of educational opportunities, issues related

to migration for jobs, etc faced by women with a special focus on

how these problems get aggravated because of the conflict in the

area. Her stories are on the impact of conflict on women. She won

the award for Best Reporting from Conflict Area at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Northern Region.
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“Her face is getting from bad to worse as the acid does its damage. Her left

eye is badly affected. She cannot see,” he adds. Had life not turned so tragic,

Arifa would have been preparing for her forthcoming engagement ceremony

that was scheduled to take place a few weeks later. “She dreamt of being a

bride, decorating her hands with henna and celebrating her big day. But all

her dreams have been shattered now. The happiness has been turned into

mourning,” says her heart-broken brother.

The accused in the case has been arrested by the police and charged under

Sections 307, 341, 325, 254 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).

The other accused, Mudasir, has denied having any knowledge about Nath's

true intention. “Mudasir is now ready to stand witness to the crime,” says

Arifa's brother.

While this case is possibly the first acid attack on a woman in Kashmir, in

2009, a teenager, Romana Javed, was run over by two car-borne male

attackers in the state capital. That incident evoked widespread public

condemnation. It shocked people across the Valley, who had never heard of

such incidents earlier.

This time, women, social activists and even politicians across the board have

condemned the acid attack. Professor Hameeda Nayeem, social activist and

chairperson of the Kashmir Centre for Social and Development Studies

(KCSDS), terms the incident as “a wake-up call for the Valley”.

“We need to come out united in protest. The perpetrators of this beastly act

deserve the harshest punishment so that it can deter others who may

contemplate doing such crimes,” says Nayeem, observing that this heinous

crime takes away the right of the assaulted person to live a life of dignity. She

also demanded that all cases of violence against women be tried in fast-track

courts. Syed Aasiya Andrabi, Chairperson of the separatist movement,

Dukhtaran-e-Milat, was also prompt with her response, calling the incident

“a barbaric and criminal act”.

Women politicians have added their voice to the general condemnation.

While talking to the local media, Mehbooba Mufti, president of the

opposition, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), attributed the spurt in crimes

against women in the state of Jammu and Kashmir to “corruption and misuse

of power”. She felt that the situation is grim and people think that “if you have

money or influence, you can get away with even committing any crime”.
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According to Mufti, the recent revelation that more than 250 lawmakers

across the country are involved in molestation and rape cases is an indicator

of how the politicians, who are meant to be role models, have turned

into criminals.

Of course, the incident has greatly disturbed young women. Says Maira, a

Srinagar-based college student, “This incident has to be taken seriously by

government as well as the civil society. It is a signal of our degrading morals

and values.” According to Maira, the rise in eve-teasing, molestation and

other crimes against women is making every woman on the street in the state

insecure. Her friend, Beena, agrees. She believes that such crimes will end

only when the authorities start taking them seriously and ensure stringent

punishment to the guilty.

Parents, too, are anxious. “Hearing about such things makes me worry about

my daughter. One cannot judge who is up to what,” exclaims Masooda, a

Srinagar-based homemaker.

The worry is that the incident reflects a larger malaise. Mohammad Sultan

speaks for many parents when he says, “If we want safety for our daughters,

we will all have to stand by them where ever possible. Things are taking a bad

turn in Kashmir too.”
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Survival Diaries: Kashmiri Women Fight Disability
June 1, 2013

Innocent women and children, who have nothing to do with militancy in

Kashmir, have been suffering immensely just because they happen to be

related to known militant. The article also talks about conflict-affected

women who have now become incapable of earning their livelihood.

chulha

Srinagar: In the border village of Pukharni in the highly militarised Nowshera

sector of Jammu & Kashmir, an eerie silence fills the air, punctured

occasionally by the sound of cowbells, the chirping of birds and gunshots

from the nearby firing range. Under a clear sky, in the dusty courtyard of her

mud house, Safia Begum, 35, is busy working in the kitchen. She kneads

dough and then expertly makes rotis on an earthen ' ' (stove) – and she

does it all, literally, single handedly. Safia lost her left hand to a landmine

blast when she was just six.

As she hurriedly finishes cooking, her sons, Baag Hussain and Yasar Irafat,

who are in Class IV and III respectively, troop in. Back from a hectic day at

school, her younger boy is tired, so Safia helps him change his clothes. Yasar

too has lost his left hand while fiddling with a stray landmine in March 2011.

In the absence of any monetary relief from the government so far, this brave

mother has courageously been struggling to raise her sons. “Besides a little

bit of farming, my husband and I do various menial jobs to sustain the

family,” she said. For Safia, educating her boys is her top priority. “Come

what may, I won't let my children's education suffer. I have faced many

hardships in life as I was illiterate and disabled. But my children study in a

private school and I want them at least to have a dignified life,” she adds.

While Safia is being able to make ends meet, in Pukharni there are women

like Naseem Akhtar, 23, and Sharifa Begum, 22, both of whom lost one of

their legs as children in separate landmine blasts near their homes. They now

stitch clothes for survival and are very worried about the future.

Ashutosh Sharma, Kashmir Times

Ashutosh Sharma is an independent journalist based in Jammu &

Kashmir, India, who writes and reports on conflict, human rights,

development, culture and environmental issues. He won the award

for the Best Investigative Story at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.

Laadli

48

W
ri

ti
n

g 
o

n
 C

u
rr

en
t 
Ev

en
ts

P
ri

n
t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

W
ri

ti
n

g 
o

n
 C

u
rr

en
t 
Ev

en
ts

P
ri

n
t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

W
ritin

g o
n

 C
u

rren
t Even

ts
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia



In the remote border regions of Jammu & Kashmir, there are hundreds of

women, who are not just victims of conflict but of official apathy and social

indifference too. For them, words like emancipation and empowerment hold

little meaning. After being maimed or widowed or affected by conflict in

some other unfortunate way, they have to battle on each day of their lives.

Rural folk largely depend on herding cattle and agriculture for their

livelihood. Physically disabled persons can do neither. Imagine then their

situation in the absence of any social protection or government support.

The reality is that a sizeable number of conflict-affected women, who cannot

earn a livelihood through physical labour, have taken to begging on

the streets.

Sitting near a sewage drain at the general bus stand in Poonch, Fatima Jaan,

40, is busy hammering nails into her dilapidated artificial leg with the help of

a stone. After she is done, she swats off the flies buzzing around with her

dupatta and the next moment raises her begging-bowl to passersby hoping

they will drop a few coins into it.

Every morning this resident of Guntrian village, located near the Line of

Control (LoC) in tehsil Haveli of Poonch district, hurriedly finishes the

household chores, sends her three children off to school and then heads out

towards Poonch town. She treks for nearly four kilometres and then boards a

bus to reach her 'workplace', the general bus stand.

“A year after my husband disappeared, I started begging here. It has been 13

years now,” she states. With tears in her eyes she continues, “My husband,

Noor Mohammad, went missing after he was taken by some Army personnel

in 1998. No one ever saw or heard of him after that time.”

Fatima was grazing her cow near the house when she unknowingly stepped

on a landmine. She lost her left leg in the blast. She does not recall the year of

the incident but says with certainty that “it happened some years after my

marriage”. Then, as she looks at her amputated leg, she breaks down into

loud sobs. Asked why she comes so far to beg and she replies, “If I beg in my

area it is likely to bring disrepute to the family's name. In a few years I will

also have to arrange for the marriage of my daughters.”

Her case was taken up with the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) by a

noted local activist, Kamaljeet Singh. Taking cognisance of her difficult

situation, the SHRC in its final judgment of April 2011, recommended that
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the government provide suitable financial assistance to her without delay.

This recommendation has not been followed up.

Gulkhar, another widow, is living with severe hardships. This mother of six

daughters lost three buffaloes – the only family asset and source of income –

when the cattle wandered over to a landmined pasture in a village near the

LoC in the Bala Kote area of Poonch district last October.

“Despite reporting the matter to the local administration, I haven't got any

relief yet,” complains Gulkhar, whose family ironically is categorised as

Above Poverty Line (APL), as a result of which she does not get a widow's

pension. Normally, widows get a monthly pension of Rs. 200 whereas those

who are above 64 years or fall in the Below Poverty Line (BPL) category are

given a monthly pension of Rs. 400 by the government.

“Most of our land is landmined; the rest is rocky and arid. Only a small

portion is cultivable,” she says. These days, there is one question that keeps

haunting her: “How will I marry my daughters? After losing our livestock we

don't have any source of income.”

Gulkhar also talks about Razia Bi, 65, and Sakina Bi, 65, who are her

neighbours in the village. “Razia and Sakina lost their husbands to shelling

from across the border. Neither of them received any financial assistance

from the government. Their families are also facing severe economic

hardships,” she reveals.

Innocent women and children, who have nothing to do with militancy in the

state, have been suffering immensely just because they happen to be related

to known militants. Haseena Begum, a mother of a 12-year-old, is one such

half-widow. Years ago her husband had reportedly joined the ranks of the

militants and there has been no news of him ever since.

“I was 20 when I was married off by my parents. Two years later, my husband

disappeared. My son was one year old at that time,” whispers a pale and tired

Haseena, who has turned prematurely old and infirm by the age of 33

because of the daily deprivations that mark her life. She lives in a small

hut-like house with her only son on the periphery of the district headquarters

of Doda, working in half a dozen houses as a domestic help to keep her home

going. “My parents have passed away now. Since the disappearance of my

husband, I feel socially ostracised,” she reveals, stroking the head of her son

sitting by her side even as tears roll down her sunken cheeks.
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A few months ago, state Chief Minister Omar Abdullah had endorsed the

recommendations given by the State Rehabilitation Council (SRC), which

asked for assistance to be provided to all the women affected by the conflict.

Abdullah called for all concerned to contribute towards “formulating the

operational module”. The recommendations, however, are yet to be

translated into action.

Moreover, compensation to landmine victims, provided by the Ministry of

Defence, is given only after the cases are processed on the recommendation

of the District Development Commissioner. A disabled person normally gets

a monthly pension of Rs. 400 from the state's social welfare department.

There are several 'invisible' women victims of conflict whose plight calls for

an immediate humanitarian response. All they want is a better future for their

children. Is that too much to hope for?
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Singer Shubha Mugdal performing at the National LMA, 2011-12 in Mumbai.
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The Silence of Decay
September 4, 2013

The story is about the increasing cases of violence against women in India

and more specifically in Arunachal Pradesh. Also mentioned is about a

child sexual abuse case in an Arunachal school which has shocked people

all over.

Everyone watched in horror as the Delhi Paramedic gang rape case unfolded

last year. The unthinkable violence inflicted on the young lady numbed

everyone and the country erupted in protest forcing tougher laws against rapists.

Many had hoped that with tougher laws, situation would change for better.

It was not to be. Every day there are reports of rape from every corner of

the country.

What is extremely horrifying is that barely eight months later, another rape

case has come.

In Mumbai, dubbed the "safest city" in India, a photojournalist was gang

raped. Because of intense media coverage, rapists have been arrested and

identified. One of them is reported to be a Police informer.

While we read reports of rapes happening elsewhere in India, a shocking

case of rape and molestation was to unfold at our own backyard.

No one had any clue while a teacher at Green Valley School, Likabali abused

children for three long years.

After initial shock, there is anger. The school authorities as well as parents

were obviously unaware of what was happening and young children had no

idea how to deal with the monstrous paedophile. The trauma these children

had undergone will last a lifetime.

Tongam Rina, The Arunachal Times

Based in Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh, Tongam Rina is with

The Arunachal Times. She is one of the most dependable voices of

political and developmental analyses, largely through her column

. She has written on a number of issues ranging from

gender to politics of hydropower to dilemmas of environment and

development and even issues like rainwater logged streets. Although

she was attacked, harassed and opposed for her views, Tongam

continued to speak and write and publish on issues related to

discrimination, violence and exploitation. She won the award for

Best Reporting from Conflict Area at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.

Ringside View
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It is important for the parents, authorities, society at large to ensure that they

are not traumatised yet again when they testify against the offender. The

police and judiciary need to be sensitive to the fact that these are young

children, emotionally scared. Parental as well professional counselling of the

young ones is very essential.

The case has to be fast tracked and a maximum sentence should be given

because it would be too dangerous to let out a paedophile in the guise of

a teacher.

While we grapple with what happened, one also is reminded of the fact

that this is not the first time, such a heinous act has been carried out in

schools in Arunachal, which points to systematic failure on the part of

everyone involved.

Many parents, in search of better education send their children to boarding

school when they are as young as 5 years old. There are horrifying tales of

abuse but these tales rarely go out of our living rooms. At best, parents take

out their children from the school but no one wants to talk about it any more.

Saddening but many children are not safe even in their own homes. It

invariably is an uncle or an aunt, cousin, a household worker or a friend's

relative who target children and sexually abuse them. The psychological scar

remains but then we simply do not have the environment where any one can

share these horrifying experiences. We live in a society that is judgemental

and have a false sense of honour.

We have to let go of the collective silence and start responding to the issues

that we are confronted with.

According to Arunachal Pradesh Police website, 49 rape cases were

registered during Sept. 2012-Sept. 2013. East Siang Police registered 9 cases,

followed by Lohit with seven while Upper Subansiri reported 6 cases. The

numbers of cases indeed are alarming.

The National Crimes Record Bureau (figure of 2011) says a woman is raped

in India every 20 minutes. Statistics could be much higher as marital rapes

and molestations by family members are rarely reported to the police.

No one wants to deal with societal pressure little realising that in the long

run, our choice to keep quite is going to eat into the very core of our society

and decaying its very soul.
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Traumatised by Violence
May 24, 2011

Women in Kashmir do not physically encounter violence as much as men

do, but their feelings of helplessness and subsequent guilt resulting from the

violence around them is taking a toll.

“I see several women every day. Many of them are employed, and earning

fairly well. But I have yet to encounter someone who can confidently state

'Yes, I am happy, I am content.' The peace has gone from our hearts," says

Dr. Zahida Shah, director of a health care and fitness centre for women

in Srinagar.

Sociologists like Dr. Bashir A. Dabla have pointed out how militarisation and

prolonged conflict in the Kashmir Valley has had an effect on every aspect of

life in this region - social, cultural, psychological, economic and

educational. Women have been particularly vulnerable to these effects, and

this has impacted on their health and well being in many direct and

indirect ways.

Deaths and enforced disappearances of male members from the 1990s,

either because of the militancy or operations by security forces, have left

many women heading and providing for families single-handedly. The

precarious position of "half widows" or women, unsure of the fate of their

husbands, is particularly poignant. They cannot inherit property or claim

widow benefits, and according to Islamic law must wait for at least seven

years before they can marry again. The majority of them have chosen not to

remarry. Apart from issues of livelihood they must live with the haunting

trauma of wondering what happened to their loved ones.

Parveena Ahangar, who heads the Association of Parents of Disappeared

Persons, and whose 16-year-old son disappeared after he was rounded up by

security forces, recounts the aching loneliness of Magli, a woman who was

Freny Maneckshaw, www.indiatogether.com

Freny Maneckshaw is an independent journalist based in Mumbai.

She won the award for the Best Web Article at the Media

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.
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divorced and whose son was forcibly disappeared. "In the last few years

before her death Magli was reduced to talking to her as she grappled

with painful memories," says Ahangar.

Undoubtedly the most distressing repercussions of the conflict and high

levels of exposure to violence for women are with regard to mental health.

The international medical aid group Medicins Sans Frontiers (Doctors

Without Borders) published a report, titled , based on a

study in villages of Kupwara and Budgam districts in 2005 to assess

confrontation with violence and its consequences on mental health and

socio-economic functioning. Over one-third of the respondents in this study

were found to have symptoms of psychological distress expressed through

symptoms like nervousness, tiredness, being easily frightened and

complaints of headaches. Women scored significantly higher.

During periods of turmoil and curfews women were unable to step out of the

home and enjoy simple pleasures like a walk.

There was also a high prevalence of suicidal ideation with one third of

respondents saying they had contemplated ending their lives. (The rate of

suicide, according to MSF for both males and females is twice the rest of

India's average).

hookah

Conflict and Health

Mental Distress
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The study also says that for women most of the psychological distress was

associated with feelings of powerlessness, dependency on others for daily

living and witnessing killing and torture. Women had lower confrontation

with violence being confined to the homes but, the study notes, feelings of

helplessness and guilt caused by witnessing violence was often more

traumatic than experiencing it.

Last summer's uprising, in which thousands took to the streets in angry

protests and operations by security forces left 123 dead and thousands

injured saw a resurgence of psychological distress. Dr. Muzaffar Khan, a

clinical psychiatrist in Srinagar, explains how Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

(PTSD), formally recognised as a psychiatric disease in the 1980s, has

manifested among his patients especially among the youth in feelings of

depression, fears of the unknown and palpitations. He says he has seen

young women from villages exhibiting PTSD symptoms of panic attacks and

reporting feelings of impending doom and shivering fits.

Dr. Khan, who also runs the de-addiction clinic under the state's police at the

control room in Srinagar, says there is a definite link between prescription

drug misuse and PTSD. Drugs that are misused include painkillers like

Spasmoproxyvon, codeines, sedatives and other painkillers.

Although women have not attended the de-addiction centres because of

fears of being stigmatised, there is evidence to show that the problem is not

restricted to men. After an education programme on drug addiction in Pattan

there were inquiries by girl students who asked if they could visit in a group.

However there are no facilities as yet to treat women in addiction.

Besides these obvious psychological disorders women's health has been

affected by the lifestyle changes necessitated by the conflict situation.

Dr. Zahida Shah points out how prolonged low activity because of inability

to freely move about and lack of recreational facilities has led to obesity and

its attendant ailments of diabetes, hypertension and arthritis.

"During curfews or periods of unrest even taking a walk was not possible.

Typical social activities like picnics or going to the parks or gardens were

curtailed. One rushed to be back home by 5 pm.

Lifestyle Changes

56

W
ri

ti
n

g 
o

n
 C

u
rr

en
t 
Ev

en
ts

P
ri

n
t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

W
ri

ti
n

g 
o

n
 C

u
rr

en
t 
Ev

en
ts

P
ri

n
t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

W
ritin

g o
n

 C
u

rren
t Even

ts
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia



This shift in lifestyle was accompanied by a change in eating habits with an

increased uptake of fast foods. All this coupled with baseline stress because

of the curfews, protests and disruption of normal life has resulted in the

region's women suffering from high cholesterol levels, angina and even

myocardial infarction at a much earlier age than before."

Women's reproductive health has also been affected. Dr. Bilquees, a

gynaecologist, says that stress along with factors like being overweight, has

seen a significant increase in polycystic ovarian disease among young

Kashmiri women. PCOD has symptoms like irregular menstrual cycles,

central obesity and glucose intolerance. It can consequently lead to

infertility, obesity, diabetes during pregnancy, early menopause and early

aging. Stress, she says, has also contributed to menstrual irregularities and

certain menstrual abnormalities. She has observed an increasing trend

towards early onset of menstruation.

The breakdown of social infrastructure and lack of medical facilities has also

contributed to pregnancy mishaps. She narrated instances of how the lack of

transportation – especially during shutdowns and curfews – has led to

women with foetal distress reaching the hospital too late, and newborns

dying before they got necessary attention as a result.

Reproductive Health
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Hello, Mike Testing
October 9, 2010

This article was written during the Commonwealth Games in Delhi when the

author noticed that there was a considerable increase in trafficking of girls,

especially minors. Some NGOs stepped in to rescue the girls.

'HELLO MIKE TESTING'Shefali's campaign in Hindi for Ranchi based FM

Station Radio Dhamaal was a great example of how a medium dedicated to

entertainment can be effectively used to draw attention to the plight of young

victims of social bias and injustice in a backward and tribal dominated state

like Jharkhand. Shefali spoke to as many as 100 children to identify and

present 7 cases involving a range of social evils from child labour to child

marriage.The first hand poignant narration of all that the young victims have

gone through in life accounts for the huge impact of the programme.

Shefali Chaturvedi, Radio Dhamaal

Shefali is currently working with BBC World Service Trust as

Associate Producer, Radio and Mobile. She won the award for the

Best Radio Feature Award at the Media Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.

Laadli
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Violence is used universally by patriarchal societies to control women and reinforce

male dominance, with a large majority of women facing some form of violence or

discrimination in their lives. However, what is reported is a miniscule of the reality. The

framing of the story, sensitivity towards the rights of the survivors, the vigour of

investigation, the doggedness to follow up the story till its logical conclusion are what

make reporting on violence and discrimination such a challenging task.

There is a thin line between crime reporting and reporting on violence and

discrimination. The latter moves beyond a specific incident of crime to delineate the

broader socio-cultural, political and economic factors that justify, promote and

perpetuate violence to control and subjugate the vulnerable. This section has an

amazing set of writings which explore the various facets of violence and discrimination.

Trafficking of women, for labour, marriage or sex is one of the most inhuman forms of

violence against women. Unfortunately, it is operated by powerful brokers and networks

with often the police and the government officials being involved in some way or the

other. The stories by Priyanka Dubey, Ranjita Biswas and Syed Nazakat bring out the

grim reality of trafficking across state and national borders.

Post Nirbhaya there has been tremendous media attention on rape. The Section 376

campaign by The Week was informative and educative covering a wide range of issues

related to rape. Deepa Ranganathan and Shwetha Kannan take the obverse view and

explore sexual violence on men by men and argue that men are also victims of sexual

violence but the prevailing gender norms do not provide them any succour. They, in fact,

restrict them from seeking support and justice.

While reporting on gender violence it is important to bring out the inspiring struggles of

the survivors who fight against all odds to pick up the pieces of their life and move on,

seeking justice and new meaning in their lives. Sadia Azim and Nikhita Doval present

two such inspiring stories – of a teen who fought to bring the panchayat leaders to book

and an acid attack survivor.

In a very thought provoking piece of investigative writing Ratnadeep raises questions

about manufactured news raising a few pertinent questions on media ethics.

Aruna Burte in her editorial argues against the use of the term female foeticide to denote

pre-birth sex selection as it criminalizes abortion which is a legal entitlement for women

under certain circumstances. Neetu Rana, on the other side, explores how the new

reproductive technology that enables surrogacy is being used to exploit poor women.

Violence inflicted on widows and devdasis and the harassment for dowry are dealt with

by Padma Vengapally, Swaroopa Potla Pally and Rakhi Ghosh in their documentaries.

The fact that some of these stories have led to action on the part of the police and the

Government indicates how sensitive media reporting on violence and discrimination

can bring support and succour to the survivors of violence.

Reporting on
Gender-based Violence
and Discrimination



The Missing Girls of Lakhimpur
September 28, 2013

On an average, 40 girls disappear from this district in Assam every

month. Priyanka Dubey tracks how it has emerged as the new hub of

human trafficking.

This article is about the rising cases of trafficking in Assam's Lakhimpur

District. As many as 40 girls go missing every month from the district. Many

of the missing girls end up as prostitutes or bonded labourers in metros like

Delhi, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and Chandigarh. Some girls return after having

been exploited for years. The traffickers are shielded by the police as well as

the politicians and they all profit from it.

With its tea gardens and paddy fields, Assam's Lakhimpur district, located

between the Brahmaputra and Subansiri rivers, is a picturesque place. But

this pleasant picture hides a chilling reality. With around 40 girls going

missing every month, this district with a population of 10 lakh has emerged as

a hub of human trafficking. An investigation by TEHELKA has blown the lid

off a multi-layered network of illegal placement agencies based in New

Delhi and Mumbai, and their local agents who have been luring girls from

the district into a quagmire of exploitation with promises of jobs, money,

marriage, a life in the city or simply “a trip to Delhi”.

Almost every village in Lakhimpur has its share of stories of girls who went

to Delhiand never returned. TEHELKA went to 10 villages and talked to

girls who had returned after being exploited for years, and to the families of

those who had died or are still missing. While some were pushed into

prostitution, others were raped by their employers or by the owners of

placement agencies.

Serophena Barla, 45, from Dulhat Bagan village under the Laluk Police

Station, says her 15-year-old daughter Sonali* went to Delhi with a local

agent, Samuel Tarki, in March 2008. Serophena's husband used to work in a

Print and Web Media

Priyanka Dubey, Tehelka

Priyanka Dubey is an independent journalist based out of New

Delhi. She has previously worked with and

. Among others, she now contributes long form

reportage for . She is currently working on her first

non-fiction book on rapes in India. She won the award for Consistent

Writing on Gender Issues at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14, Northern Region.

Hindustan Times

Tehelka Magazine

Yahoo Originals
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tea garden. “We were miserable after the tea gardens closed down. That's

when Samuel took her to Delhi, saying she would earn money and return

after a year,” she says. “It's been four years since I last spoke to her on the

phone. Samuel says he doesn't know where she is. It scares me to imagine

what might have happened to her.”

At nearby Dolpa-Pathar village, Safeera Khatoon has been waiting for her

daughter Shanu Begum since 2010. “Shanu had just turned 16 when

Haseena Begum, who used to live in our village, asked me to send her to

Delhi with her. I refused as there were other girls here who had gone to Delhi

and did not return,” she recalls. “But one day, Haseena's sister took my

daughter to her place and from there Haseena took her to Delhi.”

Safeera went to Haseena's house several times to ask about her daughter,

but her family refused to say anything. “I went to the police but they

refused to register a complaint. Haseena hasn't returned from Delhi either,”

she says. With Shanu's photo in her hand, she pleads, “Please bring my

daughter back!”

The endless wait of mothers like Serophena and Safeera is only half the

tragedy. Many girls who have managed to return say they were raped and

tortured while working as bonded labourers in Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad

and Chandigarh.
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Many of the missing girls from Lakhimpur district end up working as bonded labourers in
metros across the country. Vikas Kumar
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Rabia Khatoon of Lukumpur village, who returned from Delhi after four

years, is facing a social boycott that has made life difficult for her. She was 15

in 2009 when Anita Beg, a local agent, took her to Delhi, where she found

herself trapped in a web of sexual, mental and financial harassment. “My

mother had told me not to go. But one day when she wasn't home, Anita

came and told me I could go with her for a trip to Delhi,” says Rabia. “There

were other girls with her who said they pay well in Delhi for very little work.

I went along thinking I would be back soon.”

In Delhi, Rabia was taken to a placement agency in Shakurpur Basti run by

Mahesh Gupta. “I was sent to work as a maid at a bungalow in Punjabi Bagh.

Whenever I asked to go home, I was told that I couldn't go anywhere for one

year. After a year, I was sent to Gupta's office again. He didn't pay me

anything and sent me to a bungalow in Ahmedabad,” she says. “When I told

my new employer that Gupta didn't pay me and that I wanted to go home, he

gave me Rs. 11,000 and sent me back to Gupta. Of that, Gupta let me keep

only Rs. 2,000 and sent me to Guwahati.”

That was not the end of Rabia's ordeal. Though she returned home at the

end of 2011, she was trapped once again by the traffickers. A man called

Walson Godra tricked her into believing that he was friends with Gupta and

could help her get her money back. “He said it would take just one day,” she

says. Godra took her to another agency in Delhi run by two men, Imran and

Mithun. “When I called Walson, he said he had reached Assam and would

come back soon. The next day, I was told that Walson had sold me off for

Rs. 10,000. I was forced to work at a bungalow in Rohini. I ran away after

a month.”

Rabia went to the agency's office and asked to be sent home. “But Imran

called Mithun and three others and told them to take me away and do what

they liked,” she recalls. “Mithun threatened me that if I didn't agree to work,

he would send me to a worse place. I had fever. On the pretext of taking me to

a doctor, they took me to a brothel. When I refused to be left there, they took

me to another place and sexually abused me for a week. Then they left me at

the Old Delhi Railway Station. An auto driver helped me reach an ashram

from where I was sent to Assam.”

“Everybody knows about it now. My mother has suffered a lot of humiliation.

I won't even get married now,” she says in a breaking voice. “I haven't

In the Dark: Photo:
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recovered completely. My abdomen hurts all the time. I'm afraid I will never

be fine again.”

In 2009, Suman Nagasiya of Silonibadi village was taken to Delhi by a local

agent, Stephen, when she was only 15. “Suman died two months ago, just a

month after she returned,” says her father Mahanand Nagasiya, 50. Women

from the neighbourhood told TEHELKA that Suman was sexually assaulted

in Delhi.

“Suman was a student in a nearby school. Stephen, who has taken several

girls to Delhi, wanted to take her there too. When I and her mother refused,

he told Suman that other girls from the school were also going with them,”

recalls Mahanand. “One day she went on a picnic with her friends and

Stephen took her to Delhi from there. Later we were told that she worked at a

bungalow in Gurgaon.”

Suman was seriously ill when she returned home this year. “Her employer

sent her back with Rs. 15,000 when she fell ill. We spent it on her treatment

but she didn't survive,” says her father. “They had done something terrible to

her in Delhi. She couldn't even stand on her feet.” A boy from the

neighbourhood told TEHELKA that Stephen had also taken his 11-year-old

sister, Julia Khadiya, to Delhi four years ago. She hasn't returned home.

In the Dark: Photo:The daughter of Dafli, a blacksmith, has been missing since 2011. Vikas KumarIn the Dark: Photo:

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er -b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

63



Another girl from the village, Lalin Horo, was 16 in 2010 when she was taken

to Delhi. She returned after two years. “We were in dire straits as there was

little work in the tea gardens. Along with some other girls, I went with an

agent Vijay Tirki to Delhi,” she says. “He took us to Umesh Rai's office in

Shakurpur and I was sent to Shalimar Bagh to work as a maid for Rs. 2,000 per

month.” But she wasn't paid even after two years. “Umesh took all the

money. They were not letting me leave and didn't even allow me to speak to

my family,” she adds. Fortunately, Lalin's father went to Delhi looking for her

and managed to bring her back.

In 2011, Shivangi Khujoor and her sister Elema of Dulhat village, who were

16 and 17 then, were taken to Delhi by a relative, Kusma Tarki. “Kusma took

us to Sri Sai Enterprises run by Srinivas. Elema was given work at the office

while I was sent to a house in Malviya Nagar, where I worked for four

months,” says Shivangi. “My sister left after Srinivas sexually abused her. I

learnt of it later when they asked me to work for him. He made advances at

me too. I went to the police, who sent me home but didn't arrest Srinivas.”

While Article 23 of the Constitution bans human trafficking and bonded

labour and there are strict provisions against trafficking under the Immoral

Traffic Prevention Act, 1986, it was only in March that a clear definition of the

crime was written into the Indian Penal Code (IPC). Following the Criminal

Law (Amendment) Act, based on the Justice Verma Committee's

recommendations, Section 370(A) of the IPC defines human trafficking as

follows: “If a person recruits, transports, harbours, transfers, or receives, a

person or persons, by using threats, force, coercion, abduction, fraud,

deception, abuse of power, or inducement for exploitation including

prostitution, slavery, organ removal, etc., he will be committing the crime of

human trafficking.”

The horror that girls like Sonali, Shanu, Rabia and Suman have faced is a

reminder that we are still a long way from ending human trafficking. A

confidential report released by the National Human Rights Commission

(NHRC) in response to an RTIfiled in July last year backs the harrowing tales

of these girls. It confirms that a large number of 10 to 15-year-old girls

brought from the Northeast to Delhi and Mumbai are victims of trafficking.

According to the report, “Most of the girls are made to sign papers written in

English, which they don't understand. Their pay ranges from Rs. 2,200-

4,500, but the entire amount is kept by the placement agency. These
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agencies are not legally registered and function under the Partnership Act.

These girls are not allowed to talk to their parents nor are they given

permission to visit any of their relatives in Delhi. Many of these girls also

become victims of rape and sexual violence. There is evidence that in most

cases the local police are aware of these incidents of trafficking and the plight

of these girls.”

Walter Fernandes, director of the Guwahati-based North-Eastern Social

Research Centre, sees a connection between the closing down of many tea

gardens in the Northeast between 2005 and 2010, and the rise of human

trafficking from the region. “Families of the tea garden workers who lost their

livelihood became easy prey for traffickers,” he explains. “Poverty compels

them to look for work elsewhere and they trust anybody offering them an

opportunity to earn money.”

According to the NHRC report, a growing network of agents in the region is

the main reason for the rise in trafficking. Agrees Joseph Minj, a Lakhimpur-

based lawyer who takes up cases of missing girls: “There is an agent in every

village,” he says. “The lure of easy money makes many locals take up this

illegal activity.”

Lakhimpur Superintendent of Police P. K. Bhuyan, however, denied there

were any instances of trafficking in the district. “This indifferent attitude of

the police is also responsible for turning Lakhimpur into the capital of human

trafficking,” says Kailash Satyarthi, founder of Delhi-based Bachpan Bachao

Andolan (BBA).

In February, the BBA started a nationwide awareness march against the

growing incidents of human trafficking in the Northeast. The BBA also

petitioned the Supreme Court on missing children and in a landmark

judgment in May, a Bench headed by the then Chief Justice of India Altamas

Kabir directed the police to register all cases of missing children with the

assumption that they could be victims of kidnapping or trafficking.

“The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act and the Supreme Court's decision

make it mandatory for the police not only to register cases of missing girls but

also to probe the functioning of local agents and placement agencies under

Sections 370 and 370 (A) of IPC,” says Satyarthi.

Replying to a question during this year's Budget Session in Parliament, Union

Minister of State, Development of North Eastern Region, Paban Singh
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Ghatowar, agreed that an increasing number of children have gone missing

from Lakhimpur. “But the police have traced many of them,” he said. “We

have issued a notice that a complaint should be registered every time a child

goes missing.”

But Satyarthi points out that traffickers are still shielded by politicians and

the police. “Nobody wants female trafficking to stop. They all profit from it,”

he says.

Though the government and the local police don't have data on trafficking in

Lakhimpur, TEHELKA talked to nine traffickers who revealed that as many as

40 girls go missing every month from the district. They confessed to having

taken around 187 girls to Delhi since 2005.

A resident of Lakhimpur's Tunijan village,

Silvester took as many as 45 girls to Delhi

between 2005 and 2010 as an agent for the Sai

Placement Agency run by one Srinivas in New

Delhi's Shakurpur locality. “When I started this

work, I was being paid a commission of

Rs. 3,000 per girl,” he admits. “By 2010, the

commission had increased to Rs. 6,000. Today,

the rate is Rs. 10,000.” Silvester says there are

hundreds of placement agencies in Delhi –

more than 200 in Shakurpur itself.

Srinivas had told Silvester that they could make a lot of money if they sent the

girls to foreign countries. “I think the girls are sent mostly to Arab countries as

the demand there is high,” he says. “Srinivas got Rs. 2 lakh for every girl sent

abroad. I never did it myself, but I know that local agents get Rs. 50,000 for it.”

Silvester quit working for the trafficking network in 2010. “Srinivas didn't pay

the girls and their families came complaining to me. Then one also had to

deal with the police,” he says. However, he admits that the number of local

agents in Lakhimpur has gone up over the years.

1. Silvester
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2. Vijay Tirki

3. Ajanta

4. Samuel Tarki

Vijay Tirki, 45, is one of the most active agents in Lakhimpur. Some of the girls

he sent to Delhi are still in the clutches of placement agencies while others

returned empty-handed after toiling hard for years. “I started trafficking girls

three years ago. Many local agents were making a lot of money by taking girls

to Delhi. One of them gave me Srinivas' card and I contacted him,” he says.

“So far, I have taken a total of 13 girls toDelhi.” Three of the girls he took to

Srinivas' agency haven't returned yet. “Srinivas didn't pay anything to two

girls and I can't contact the others. One of them was sent to Chandigarh. They

are not letting her go either,” he says. Later, he worked as an agent for another

placement agency in Shakurpur run by one Umesh Rai. “One of the girls is

still there,” he says.

Ajanta, 23, is the youngest of the traffickers who spoke to TEHELKA. “I went

to work in Delhi for the first time when I only 15 or 16,” she reveals. “A local

agent had taken me to Srinivas. He made me work for a year. I came back

with Momin, an agent, and went to Delhi again with another agent Kusma.

I worked there and made some money, so I started taking other girls along.

Now I don't work. I don't like working. I only send the girls to one Sushant

in Govindpuri. Some three months ago, I sent three girls aged between

15 and 22.”

Samuel Tarki admits to having sent around 35

girls to placement agencies in Delhi between

2003 and 2012. He started trafficking girls after

getting in touch with Srinivas' placement

agency in Delhi. According to him, there are

agents in every village and at least 60 girls are

trafficked every month from the district. He told

TEHELKA that the number of agents has gone up

since the closing down of tea gardens in the

region in 2003. “Fear of the police, though, has

made their operations more secretive,” he says.
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5-6. Kusma Tarki and Jewel Khujoor

7. Stephen

8-9. Vishwajit and Anita

The NHRC report mentioned in the story discloses that between August 24,

2008 and April 19, 2010, Kusma Tarki trafficked 53 children to Delhi by

promising them jobs. A resident of Dulhat Bagan, she admits that she and her

brother Jewel Khujoor did take these children to Delhi. “I used to work for

Srinivas but left when my son fell ill. Srinivas paid me only Rs. 5,000 for a

year's work, but told me that if I brought others from my village, he would pay

me a commission,” she says. Kusma reveals that besides local agents, girls

already working with placement agencies are also asked to bring other

children from their village in lieu of a commission. “There are so many of

them who haven't returned home. Srinivas used to talk to Jewel about

sending girls out of the country. I'm sure they do that. Perhaps that's what

they did with my neighbour Sonali Barla who hasn't returned home,”

says Kusma.

Three years ago, Stephen used to send boys to

Sister Jocelyn and Mahendra Nayak of Munirka

in Delhi to be hired as security guards. “Then I

started sending girls to Babita Enterprises in

Shakurpur run by one Pravin,” he confesses. “So

far, I have taken about 22 girls to Delhi.”

(Stephen was later arrested from Sonepat,

Haryana in a case of trafficking.)

In 2010, Vishwajit had brought a 17-year-old

Suhani Lohar from Dulhat Bagan to Umesh

Rai's agency in Delhi. Later, Suhani was among

six girls who were rescued during a police raid

at Rai's office. Suhani told the police that Rai

had sexually abused her. Vishwajit has spent

three months behind bars. Anita admitted to

having sent 10 girls from her village to Srinivas'

and Mahesh Gupta's agencies in Delhi.

Pretending to be members of a middle-class family looking for a domestic

help, TEHELKA spoke to several placement agencies in Delhi. A hidden

camera recorded a conversation with Rakesh Kumar, who runs Uttara

Placement Agency in Shakurpur.

Photo:
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'The asking rate for a girl is Rs. 40,000'

Pretending to be members of a middle-class family looking for a domestic

help, TEHELKA spoke to several placement agencies in Delhi. A hidden

camera recorded a conversation with Rakesh Kumar, who runs Uttara

Placement Agency in Shakurpur. (Edited excerpts)

Yes, absolutely, you will get a good response from Panna Lal. He returns the

amount if the girl doesn't suit you. In Shakurpur, there are many who send the

girl, take money and then help her flee. With Panna Lal, it's not like that.

There is a Shamshan Ghat to the left of Britannia Chowk. Take the turn next to

it. It's right there in front of Barat Ghar. He always has girls.

He has girls from Jharkhand, Assam and Odisha. He buys girls from more

than half the agencies.

His rate is a little high. He takes around Rs. 35-40,000. If the girl is 'semi-

trained', it would be Rs. 5,000 for her.

Yes. He's the kingpin here. More than half the agencies sell girls to him.

Please suggest a place where there is no hassle in getting a girl and the

matter is fixed at once.

Ok. What is Panna Lal's address?

Where does he get the girls from? Jharkhand?

How much is he going to charge? What about the girl's pay? She will have to

do everything.

Is his rate the highest around here?

Pretending to be members of a middle-class family looking for a domestic

help, TEHELKA spoke to several placement agencies in Delhi. A hidden

camera recorded a conversation with Rakesh Kumar, who runs Uttara

Placement Agency in Shakurpur.

Rajesh Kumar, placement agent, Delhi.
Hidden camera grabPhoto:
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Earlier, we had brought a girl from Chirag Delhi. We paid Rs. 30,000 for her.

But she ran away within three months…

The Chirag Delhi guy told us about Umesh Rai and Pravin. Can we get girls

from them?

Where is their agency?

You are from Mathura, UP, isn't it? How did you get into this business?

So, he sends girls to Himachal as well?

Tell me of someone who could send a girl abroad. My sister needs someone

to take care of her kid.

Why?

Where do they go?

We are not like those who provide the girl, take the money and then help the

girl flee…Shakurpur is full of such cheats. Subodh, Montu Misra, Aalam,

Anil, Umesh Rai and Pravin are all like that.

They are crooks. All of them in Shakurpur are crooks.

Umesh's office was at M-680, right above my office. But he closed it down

and went to some other place in the city. But Pravin still lives there. Let me tell

you, if you come after the 20th of this month, you can take the girl from me.

I will have girls after the 20th.

I used to work as a scrap dealer in Himachal Pradesh. My uncle knew Panna

Lal. Panna Lal often said that he wanted to open an office there. He asked me

to work with him. So I joined.

They are sent everywhere; mostly Himachal and Srinagar. Shambhu is the

one who sends them abroad. He prepares agreements of two years. Panna

Lal operates within the country.

The one I mentioned is good. Choose a girl and he will take care of all else.

He has contacts. Otherwise you can wait. Before the 20th, you won't find a

girl anywhere else.

There is police from Jharkhand, Bihar and Assam here. Around 5,000 girls

the agents brought have gone missing. They haven't returned home yet.

it's nothing. The agents bring them and the agencies place them

somewhere. Then we lose track of them. No one knows where they go.

Arre,
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The Yin, Wounded

ACutting Tradition

December 5, 2011

The feature focuses on the extremely sensitive but hardly spoken about issue

of female circumcision prevalent among the Bohra Muslim community. The

story has been backed by interviews with social activists, doctors as well as

Bohra Muslim women who have found the courage to speak out.

� Female circumcision, now widely referred to as female genital mutilation

(FGM)

Dawoodi Bohra Muslims are Ismaili Shias and trace their origins to the

region in and around Egypt, from where they might have adopted the

practice besides other local customs. Now intrinsic to their identity

Most of the community lives in Maharashtra, Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Population: 10 lakh. Are prosperous traders and well educated

Most Bohras are under the control of the clergy, headed by the Syedna.

Those who question the clergy's authority find themselves

excommunicated

Bohra girls undergo genital mutilation when they are seven years old. It is

a clandestine ritual unlike male circumcision that is publicly celebrated.

No other Muslim sect in India observes this ritual

The hood of the clitoris is cut off. This is followed by application of an

antiseptic and an indigenous medicine called abeer that cools

The crude mutilation of the clitoris exposes the nerve endings and is

meant to discourage masturbation and limit possibility of sexual pleasure

from clitoral stimulation

The procedure is called khatna, it is carried out by select elderly women of

the community and often without medical supervision, using just a razor

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Debarshi Dasgupta, Outlook

Debarshi Dasgupta is a correspondent with Outlook since 2007,

and writes primarily on developmental issues. He won the award for

the Best Issue Based Feature at the Media Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.

Laadli
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�

�

�

Little details are available of the extent of this practice, given the secrecy.

There are claims, though, that some choose to go to hospitals to get

it done

Justified in the name of community traditions and religious sanction.

Critics, however, say there is no mention of it in the Quran

Online forums like Rage of Bohri Women are encouraging women of the

community to speak up.

It has been 53 years since she was subjected to the agony. But as Zenab Bano,

a retired political science professor in Udaipur, recounts the horror of that

day, the wound is laid bare all over again – still raw, still unhealed. Barely

seven years old then, she was told to go with her friend and her grandmother

to a function for children at the end of which she would get a gift. “Before I

realised what was happening, there was this woman pulling down my

undergarment,” she says. “I had no idea what she was doing. It hurt a lot and I

cried.” What Bano describes is the female circumcision ritual called khatna

that most Bohra Muslim girls in India had to go through then. And which is

still a rite of passage for many even today. What happened to Bano was never

openly talked about within her household. “Whenever I asked my mother

about it, she would say it's nothing and that it's done to all,” she says. The

efforts of a 42-year-old Bohra woman from Mumbai, however, may finally

bring the taboo subject to light, despite the cold indifference of orthodox

members. Tasleem (who doesn't want to reveal her surname), the mother of a

19-year-old girl, launched an online petition this October to try and get

Bohra high priest Mohammed Burhanuddin to put an end to this archaic

ritual. She sent her campaign material, including a large cardboard blade

embossed with a photograph of a wailing girl being circumcised, to

Burhanuddin's office, but got no response. This campaign has now been

picked up by Indian Muslim Observer, a website dedicated to Muslim affairs,

for broader dissemination amongst other Muslims. According to Tasleem,

khatna is still widely practised. “It still happens among rich, poor, the middle

class,” she says. “I'd say 90 per cent still practise it.” Bohra reformist and

scholar Asghar Ali Engineer too acknowledges that female circumcision is

still very much prevalent. “But it would be difficult to ascertain the scale as it

is a very hush-hush affair. In big cities like Bombay, it is done is hospitals right

after birth and in smaller towns it is done around the age of six.”
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Khatna is a tradition the Bohras trace back to their origins in Africa, one they

continue with because they see this as an attempt to stay true to their faith.

However, most Bohra women and men even today would rather keep this

practice a secret rather than question a custom that is now universally seen as

a gross violation of a woman's body.

“There has to be zero tolerance for something downright degrading like this,”

says Tasleem. “One can argue that there are certain health benefits to male

circumcision, but for women there is nothing but pain. In fact, it's pure

gender bias because it's meant to suppress a girl's sexual desire (see info box).

You don't really castrate a man, do you? He can go on raping, that's fine, but a

woman must be under control.”

Tasleem herself was lucky to have had parents who spared her the pain and

indignity, something her daughter can also thank Tasleem for. Very few

Bohras have signed up so far for Tasleem's campaign; most who have are

non-Bohra Muslims and Hindus. It is an uphill task, for it's not just

conservative women who force circumcision on their daughters but, in at

least one instance according to Tasleem, even a liberal woman based in

Dubai, who even as she sends her daughter to an international school chose

to bring her to Mumbai to be circumcised.

When contacted by Outlook, Quresh Ragib, who handles public relations at

the high priest's office, flatly refused to discuss Tasleem's petition. “I am not

interested in discussing this non-issue. The real reason behind this petition is

propaganda. They are just using you like tissue paper,” he said.

But even as some within the community may find the ritual abhorrent, they

continue to perpetuate khatna because it guarantees support from the Bohra

clergy and members. As one Bohra father put it to Outlook, many parents

who choose not to circumcise their girls fear being excommunicated from a

community that is closely knit under the influence of its clergy, which

supports the practice but doesn't enforce it directly. Not following

traditions, like female circumcision, can also preclude important milestones

in the life of a Bohra girl, like misaaq (initiation ceremony into adulthood)

and exclusion even after death by not being allowed burial at a communal

graveyard. “Who wants to take up a fight with the community?” he asks.

“We just lie each time somebody asks us if we have got our two

daughters circumcised.”
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There seems to be no religious sanction for khatna. “It has nothing to do with

Islam,” says Asghar Ali Engineer, “as the Quran doesn't mention it. There

may be some controversy about its mention in the Hadith but the fact is that it

is an attempt to suppress sexuality so that women do not go astray.” One

invalidated theory supports the idea that the Bohras, who are essentially a

trading community and would travel often on long voyages, adopted this

practice to prevent their women from having extra-marital affairs in their

absence. Another prominent Bohra Muslim and a noted social activist, J.S.

Bandukwala, tells that the practice stopped in his family with his

mother. “The family felt it was not needed at all. It's not mentioned in the

Quran and even leads to unhealthy consequences.”

Indeed, more than just an abuse of women's rights, khatna can also cause

medical complications if executed in unhygienic conditions or by an

untrained pair of hands wielding the blade. Bano, who is researching abuse

of women in south Rajasthan for a project sanctioned by the University

Grants Commission, is documenting actual instances where female

circumcision did go horribly wrong. This includes a case where a Bohra girl

had to be hospitalised in Udaipur a few years back because she had bled

excessively after suffering a cut deeper than what was intended. It reminded

Bano of the time her childhood friend went through the same trauma.

Because it still tends to get done secretly, even Bano has little idea if

conditions have improved at all. “One does not really know if the dais use the

same kind of razor blade as in my time, if the blade is new or is it sterilised,”

she says. In a paper titled ' ' that she wrote in 1991, Rehana

Ghadially, a retired professor from IIT-Bombay and who suffered the

indignity herself, profiled a 75-year-old woman who used a “rusted barber's

razor duly blessed by the clergy” and a small stone to sharpen her razor. But

even if it is medically supervised and hygienic these days, it doesn't make the

rationale for female circumcision any more acceptable.

The practice finds mention in a 2009 cable on the Bohra community from the

US consulate in Mumbai. Detailing an interaction between six Bohra women

and consulate representatives, the women reportedly “affirmed that female

circumcision was practised in their community, ordained and supported by

the Syedna's decrees”. Terming the practice “medieval”, the cable (among

those made public by Wikileaks) adds that they “acknowledged that for

Outlook

All for Izzat
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males, the circumcision is for health reasons and that for women the

procedure is to curb sexual desire and prevent wives from straying from their

husbands”. Neelam Gorhe, a women's rights advocate and member of the

Maharashtra legislative council, is cited in the cable as someone who has

come across such cases.

When contacted, Gorhe, also a gynaecologist, did affirm she knew women

from “certain western states and a certain section of the society whose

clitorises – and not just their tips – had been completely removed.”

According to her, the first step in trying to deal with this practice is to

acknowledge that it actually happens. “Rather than ban this with force, this

has to go along with social transformation and be carried out in a manner

that's participatory and democratic,” she says. Tasleem's petition, whether

successful or not at this stage, may just provide the chance to begin a

conversation on the subject.
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Boys Don't Cry
September 16, 2012

Even as awareness about child sex abuse grows, male child abuse is still seen

as non-existent. It defies the patriarchal logic of Indian society.

An 18-year-old boy, having been a victim of repeated abuse since childhood

by his own mother, stands at the crossroads of life. Aman* is unable to

articulate his sexuality or his sexual feelings. His mother is the only family he

has had during most of his growing years, having lost his father and brother

when young. A mother who bathed him, and some more, for as long as he

can remember. Today, Aman is sexually drawn to his mother.

Aman's case may be unconventional and exceptional, given that reported

cases of women as abusers is a minority, and mothers even lesser, but the

abuse he has undergone isn't new. In the patriarchal setup we live in, male

child sex abuse remains hidden and disbelieved. The reality is stark.

An extensive research survey spanning 13 states in India by The Ministry of

Women and Child Development, Prayas and UNICEF, reported that of the

12,447 children who were part of the study, 53% reported sexual abuse –

52% boys and 47% girls. Dr. Shekhar Sheshadri, renowned child

psychologist at NIMHANS, Bangalore, established the high incidence of

male child sex abuse over a decade ago in a first of its kind CSAstudy. He says

that the situation hasn't changed much today.

Given how prevalent male child sex abuse is, one wonders why it's hushed

up. “The short and long term effects on both boys and girls is equally harmful,

but gender bias and patriarchal nature of social structures gives huge

importance to female CSA while ignoring male CSA,” offers Dr. Shaibya

Saldanha, sex educator, who started Enfold Proactive Health Trust to work on

CSA, HIV and other related issues.

The Need to be a Man at All Times

Even as awareness about child sex abuse grows, male child abuse is still seen

as non-existent. It defies the patriarchal logic of Indian society.

Deepa Ranganathan, www.thealternative.in

Deepa Ranganathan writes for www.the alternative.in. She won the

award for the Best Feature (Web) at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Southern Region.

Laadli

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

76



Even as awareness about child sex abuse grows, male child abuse is still seen

as non-existent. It defies the patriarchal logic of Indian society.

A male victim of child sex abuse is burdened, not only by the abuse and

everything that it brings, but also by being a 'victim'– a position traditionally

reserved for women. Anuja Gupta, founder and executive director of the

RAHI (Recovering and Healing from Incest) Foundation, New Delhi,

explains it further. “Traditionally, in a society like ours, men are not supposed

to be victims; men are supposed to be aggressors. When men are victimized,

they get confused about their masculinity and that causes a lot of problems

when they grow as adults in terms of self esteem and self-confidence.”

RAHI Foundation has been working with adult survivors of child sex abuse

for the past fifteen years. Gupta explains that adult male survivors begin

questioning both their masculinity and sexual orientation.

While abusers mostly turn out to be family or friends, the other

misconception is that the abusers are always male.

Harish Iyer, a gay rights activist and survivor of CSA himself, points out that

there have also been cases involving female abusers. “Forget about

discriminating against boys when it comes to such offenses, there is also

denial of the fact that even a woman could abuse a child. Aman* is a case in

point. But you'll never hear such stories,” he says.

Vidya, programme co-ordinator at Equations, a research organization in

Bangalore that has done extensive study on CSA and child pornography, says

that gathering data for such studies is not easy, especially when it involves

male children. “The child does not know whom to tell or not because society

will never believe him. He undergoes the same trauma and emotion that a

girl child undergoes,” she says. Sometimes, a male victim is threatened into

silence by the abuser. “If it's a male victim, the abuser might threaten to abuse

the sister(s) too. There is additional pressure of protecting the rest of the

family. So the child never comes out to talk about what he went through,”

she explains.

An abuser may commit CSA for various reasons. However, these causes, as

commonly understood and perceived, are also burdened with assumptions.

One of them is sexual experimentation, commonly seen as one of the causes,

but has nothing to do with sexual abuse. Abuse, by its very definition, is

non-consensual.

The Power to Take Advantage
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Iyer says sexual frustration could also be a possible cause. “It's not about the

sex; it's more about power. They know they can disempower and exploit

another being.”

Sometimes, abusers are victims themselves. “Most child abusers have

suffered deep emotional neglect and trauma in their childhood, usually by

abusive adult caretakers. They are very often heterosexual married men with

children of their own,” says Dr. Saldanha.

Another possibility is that abusers could prefer male children over female as

the former do not get pregnant in the process. “There have been cases of

foreign tourists wanting to have sex with boys only because of that one

reason”, says Vidya, quoting from research studies conducted by Equations.

India does not have a single comprehensive law that addresses CSA at

present. B. T. Venkatesh, a Bangalore based child rights lawyer and advocate

dismisses the current provisions for CSA redressal under the IPC as archaic.

“The penal law that we have goes back to 1860. We adopted all the colonial

laws post-independence, except a few, and the status continues to remain

the same even today,” he says.

And then again, the affected person might not even want to take the legal

route. Gupta notes, “More often than not, the abusers are people the victim

has known, loved, or related to. In such a case, survivors of sexual abuse may

not necessarily want legal action against them.”

Dr. Saldanha believes that India lacks adequate trained personnel to deal

with a sensitive issue like CSA. “Not just counselors, there is a general lack of

child protection services too. Most teachers, administrators, doctors and

paramedical staff are completely at sea when it comes to prevention of abuse

and rehabilitation of children who have suffered sexual abuse,” she says.

RAHI has consulted on the new comprehensive bill dealing with CSA

which has been tabled at the Rajya Sabha. “The fact that work is happening

in drafting a new law across the country is welcome. Sooner or later, we

hope there is a law on CSA. The process has begun and it's quite hopeful,”

Gupta says.

Iyer believes that a new law on CSA which speaks more descriptively about

male child sex abuse and sexuality education is the need of the hour. “As a

ASystem Ill-Equipped to Help Survivors
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matter of fact, there is no said age you can assign to sex education. Right from

the time when the child starts pointing at his/her private parts, instead of

calling them fictitious or funny names, one ought to call a penis a penis and a

vagina a vagina. That's where sex education starts,” he says firmly.

Both teachers and parents are equally responsible and competent enough to

teach the child, says Gupta, emphasizing that they have to work together.

Iyer sums it up accurately with, “Sexuality education has to start; law

restructuring has to begin; victim's documentation has to be improved. All of

this has to happen together. There is no structured process. There has to be a

rounded approach and what is required is action.”

* Some names have been changed to protect identities.

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er -b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

79

Performance at the Eastern Region event, 2011-12 in Kolkata.



Walking the Line
May 8, 2011

They are women at a disadvantage, abandoned and abused, often used as

pawns by racketeers. This is a report on the thriving sex trade near the

Indo-Bangladesh border.

“WAMINABibi is from Sirajganj in Bangladesh. Manasi Mistry is from Katwa

in West Bengal's Burdwan district. Both, however, share a common destiny.

They are engaged in sex work to sustain themselves and their children.

Amina works in the Kalabagan red light area near Dhulian town in

Murshsidabad district, where extensive erosion by the Padma river has

displaced thousands of people. Manasi works on the highway near Farakka,

not far away from the barrage of the same name on National Highway 34.

Amina and Manasi have something else in common, though they

don't know each other. For want of a better term, it could be called the

“border” connection.

Amina says, “I got involved in smuggling rice across the border when my

husband abandoned me with two children. I was constantly harassed by

border security forces on both sides; especially by those in the Border

Security Force who man the outposts of the fence. I also ran into debt and did

not have money to bribe and so had to give in to them.”

In the local parlance, this is regarded as “payment” for a favour extended

when money runs short and survival becomes a focal point for women

like Amina.

One day Amina decided to come over to Dhulian along with another woman

by paying Rs. 3,000 to a “lineman” who smuggles in persons illegally to

India. Subsequently, she ended up in Kalabagan. Of her two children, a

28-year-old son is still in Bangladesh but her 13-year-old daughter is in a

shelter home in Berhampore, district headquarters of Murshidabad.

Ranjita Biswas, The Statesman

Ranjita Biswas was earlier with The Statesman, Kolkata. Now she

is Editor with Trans World Features, the only syndicated feature

service in eastern India. She won the award for the Best News

Feature at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,

Eastern Region.
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The 42-year-old Manasi was abandoned by her husband, too, and at first

worked in a major red light “para” at Kalna in Burdwan district. “But when

we get older, getting customers is difficult as young girls turn up every day. So

we have to move to the highway,” she says.

One can see ramshackle sheds lining the highway at the Farakka stopover

which the “maliks” rent out to the women and also take a cut on their

earnings. Manasi's clients are mostly people from the “camp” – those

keeping vigil on the border, truck drivers, etc. She does not work during the

day, though many do – namely the “flying” Female Sex Workers who

commute from nearby areas and return home. She confides that she now

earns Rs. 8,000-10,000 a month. She wants to send her daughters, 12 and

eight years old respectively, to a hostel if her “babu” agrees. Like many of the

FSWs, she a “babu” – a live-in partner who is regarded as a proxy husband in

the red light areas of West Bengal.

Manasi's “babu” is 26-year-old Samsul Sheikh from Bangladesh. Without

batting an eyelid, he says, “I used to be a cattle smuggler from the age of 21,

taking herds of cows to Dhaka, and used to make Rs. 1,000-5,000 per cow.

We had contact with people on both sides. I was robbed and also was not

given the money I was supposed to get. I left the job two years ago.” He does

not “do” anything now and lives off Manasi's earning and “looks after the

house”. He claims to love her daughters. Though a Bangladesh citizen, he

boasts, “Soon I'll get my voter ID card, I know the right people. I've lived here

for many years, after all.”

According to Bela, a madam, who has six to seven girls under her working at

Kalabagan, of around 300 FSWs in the area, eight to nine are from

Bangladesh, all having illegally entered the country. The Indo-Bangladeshi

border fence, which was initiated by the Indian government in 1986 to curb

smuggling and illegal migration through the porous border, does not seem to

be foolproof enough even today though most of West Bengal's border stretch

of 2,216 km. has been fenced. Many areas fall under waterways, making it

more difficult to fence it off. The matter gets more complicated as the border

demarcation, and fencing, has been such that some Indian farmers have land

beyond the fence, practically making it an Indian enclave within

Bangladesh, and vice-versa.
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Human trafficking, particularly of young girls and women for prostitution,

with promises of a “better life” across the border is a well-documented fact.

Organisations like Delhi Childline or Mumbai's Justice and Care, a human

rights support agency that helps rescue victims of trafficking from brothels,

report that many of the girls are from Bangladesh who enter India through the

border with the help of a network of contact persons and procurers.

A recent research on cross border issues by ethnographer Swagato Sarkar for

Sanjog, an NGO primarily focusing on issues of violence against children,

and which also collaborates with NGOs in the border areas, found that

“smuggling and sex are intertwined” in the border area. Many of the

trafficked girls are underage, below 18 years.

According to the Suprava Panchashila Mahila Uddyog Samity, a

Berhampore NGO that works for child rights and also runs programmes to

combat trafficking and sexual exploitation, there are 1,438 FSWs in the

border area in Murshidabad, but only per registration with them. It says there

might be many more.

* Some names have been changed to protect identities.
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Manufactured Shame
July 28, 2012, Issue 30 Volume 9

The telecast of a young girl's molestation in the heart of Guwahati by a local

news channel has jolted the nation's consciousness. People all over the

country were shocked because the girl was sexually assaulted in public by a

mob of 30 men while bystanders watched. Also shocking was the filming and

telecast of this act.

What was initially touted by a news channel as an exposé on the depravity

and moral turpitude in society is now emerging as an event which was

manipulated by the channel to “create” news. On 9 July, the whole country

was outraged by a video clip aired by News Live, a leading news channel of

Assam, which showed a young girl being groped, clawed, beaten and

molested in full public glare outside a pub on the busy G. S. Road of

Guwahati, the Northeast's biggest city.

People were shocked, the people of Assam more than anybody else. Public

morality had hit an all-time low. How could this happen on a busy street of a

state capital? How could bystanders watch as a mob of not less than 30 men

humiliated a young girl? Where was the police in all this? There was a storm

of outrage as social media sites went into overdrive. Questions were raised

and debated, calling for a strong protest against this heinous act.

Amidst all this clamour, another question gnawing at the sides was the role

played by the news channel, News Live, which filmed the whole episode.

RTI activist and leader of the Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) Akhil

Gogoi claimed to have laid his hands on video clippings that demonstrated

that the News Live reporter who filmed the whole incident had instigated the

mob. TEHELKAhas reviewed these clips and the truth is horrifying.

Akhil alleged that Gaurav Jyoti Neog, the News Live reporter who had called

in his camera unit to film the incident, had orchestrated the molestation to

Ratnadip Choudhury, Tehelka

Ratnadip Choudhury is a Principal Correspondent with Tehelka. He

was awarded for Best Investigative Feature – Magazine at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Eastern Region.
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“manufacture” a “sensational news piece” to boost the channel's TRP. “News

Live is promoted by Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma, his wife Riniki

Bhuyan Sharma is its chief managing director (CMD),” says Akhil. “The

channel has been involved in false and fabricated news from the start, but

this one has been the most unethical. News Live reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog

has instigated the molestation and I have video footage to prove that.” The

raw footage has since been handed over to state DGP Jayanto Narayan

Choudhury. Sources say that in its preliminary report to the Union home

ministry, the police has hinted at the reporter's involvement in instigating the

molesters. Gaurav has been working for News Live since 2009.

Interestingly, the News Live office is located at Christian Basti, not far from

Club Mint Bar where the incident occurred. The channel has admitted that

Akhil got the footage from somebody in their office. TEHELKA has found that

there were people in the office who were against this kind of unethical

journalism, and these were the people who handed over the footage to Akhil

to blow the lid off the whole episode. The channel's Managing Editor Syed

Zarir Hussain has admitted that it was a News Live reporter who shot all the

raw footage. There are two shots of footages. One shot by an open camera

used by channels to cover news, and the other footage, which actually

indicts the news reporter was shot by the reporter himself on his own mobile

camera. The digital camera visuals were shot by News Live reporter Dibya
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Public outcry
Photo:

Youngsters protesting the horrific molestation that shook up the city
Ujjal Deb

Public outcry
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Bordoloi and his cameraperson Jugal, reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog shot the

other clips with his cell phone.

In a reconstruction of the hitherto unaired footage, we have tried to recount

what happened outside the Club Mint Bar on the evening of July 9.

According to News Live, reporter Gaurav Jyoti Neog was on his way home

from work when he heard the ruckus outside Club Mint (the bar is about 200

metres from the channel's office) and started shooting with his cell phone.

Sensing something sensational afoot, he asked his office for a camera unit to

be sent to the spot. Though the channel claims that Gaurav had asked the

news desk to inform the police, nothing in the raw footage or otherwise that

establishes this claim. The Assam Police has maintained that they received

no calls from News Live or any other media organisation informing them

about the molestation. The first calls it got, the police claims, came from Club

Mint and later from the Hotel Gateway Grandeur, situated close to the pub.

The footage starts at the point after two girls have been thrown out of the pub

following a scuffle over a lost ATM card as the victim recollects later. The girls

are waiting on the road for an autorickshaw, when ambient noises are heard

in the background. The conversation is not very clear. Later, one can see that

a group of boys, who were standing outside the bar at a wine shop, had been

recording the girls' movements with their cell phones and had passed some

comment. One girl in a white T-shirt and a pair of shorts slaps one of the boys.

The footage then shows the girl engaged in a physical struggle with the boys.

The other – the victim – is wearing a black top and shorts. A male voice is

heard: “Send a camera immediately near the income tax office.” Akhil claims

this is the voice of the News Live reporter Gaurav, a fact admitted by the

channel, which has aired the same visual with the same voice claiming it to

be Gaurav's.

Further, the raw footage shows the other girl being chased by a group of boys.

Someone shouts: “Catch her, make her naked, make her naked, catch her.”

This voice is strikingly similar to the voice the channel admits belongs to

Gaurav. (The authenticity could only be proved by a forensic examination,

but ex facie it does appear to be Gaurav's). This can be deduced from the

circumstances around the clippings. In a situation where there is a lot of

'Please come quickly, she has been caught…(to the mob) the camera is

here. Hold her. Hold her,' the voice in the footage is heard saying
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noise in the background, it is likely that the most audible voice will be of the

person holding the phone. Also, most of the people voice matches the earlier

male voice that News Live had itself identified as belonging to Gaurav.

What follows there after are horrific scenes of the girl being pulled from all

sides, thrashed and fondled. Someone pulls her top to expose her bra,

another man gropes her private parts when she is pinned down. She cries and

shouts for help, and tries her best to free herself. A voice is heard saying:

“Make her naked, let people see her… she is a prostitute and she dares to do

this.” The molestation gets even more violent, more brutal. The frame, albeit

shaky, is clear enough to see the girl struggling all the while screaming “help,

help!” This blood-curdling scene plays out again and again. Bystanders can

be seen watching, some from a distance, some to get a ringside view. No one

comes forward to help the traumatised girl.

As the recording continues, the same male voice is heard again, this time

distinctly: “Please come quickly, she has been caught…(to the mob) the

camera is here, hold her, hold her.” Circumstances suggest that this could

again be Gaurav's voice, because he has called his colleague at the News

Live office, Dibya Bordoloi to come to the spot with a camera team.

Night duty reporter Dibya Bordoloi arrives with the cameraperson. The

camera rolls, this time with the lights on. The face of the main accused

Amarjyoti Kalita becomes distinct here. Kalita in a red T-shirt and a cap, takes

charge of what has by now become a circus. The footage shows how the girl

Hunter-to-hunted: Rup Kanta Kalita (27), Deba Das (22), Nabajyoti Barua (22), Jitu Moni Deka (30) and
Dipak Deb (50), five of the alleged accused being produced before the CJM Court on July 17.
Hunter-to-hunted:
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breaks away twice from the molesters, only to be brought back each time.

Pulled by her hair, her jacket ripped apart, her undergarments visible, the

mob was enacting a “live act” in its most horrific form. Amarjyoti was pulling

the girl by her undergarments, another assaulter was pulling her by her hair.

This part of the raw footage caught on News Live cameras holds the key for

the police investigation. This is the part that Akhil has not released to the

media and News Live has not aired.

Many questions arise out of this. Did any of the molesters personally know

the reporter? Police sources confirmed that almost all the molesters whose

faces have been identified did not have prior criminal records. A well-placed

source in the Assam Police has confirmed that Gaurav knew prime accused

Amarjyoti pretty well; a few others in the mob knew each other since they

worked in the same area. So the question automatically veers towards the

intent of “manufacturing” news. Or does it go deeper than that? Only a

forensic test of the raw footage will throw up conclusive answers. Managing

Editor Hussain defends his reporter. “It is because News Live had aired the

visuals that the molesters are behind bars,” he says. “If we had given the

footage to the cops directly, it would have been put in cold storage as has

happened frequently in the past.”

In the open camera footage, the perpetrators were clearly enjoying being

filmed. Some were even smiling at the camera. Gaurav is also seen wearing a

black T-shirt and a pair of jeans. “Initially, Gaurav tried to protest, but things

went out of control so our reporters kept rolling,” defends Hussain. TEHELKA

found no video frames or audio streams in the raw footage, to remotely

suggest that Gaurav tried to dissuade the mob at any time. Though the

footage does show that, the other reporter Dibya shouts at the molesters and

even tries to rescue the girl. Despite numerous attempts to contact Gaurav,

the reporter was not available for any comment.

The footage then shows the girl running towards traffic on the busy G. S.

Road asking car drivers for help. The mob follows her shouting that she is a

prostitute. Incredibly, this seems reason enough for people not to intervene in

what they could have seen as an act of moral policing. A man on a

motorcycle tries to stop the crowd, but in vain. It is only when vernacular

Even after Mukul Kalita and some other people restore order and call the

cops, Amarjyoti Kalita is still seen trying to grab the girl from behind

Hunter-to-hunted:
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daily senior journalist Mukul Kalita, who happened to be passing

by, interferes, that some other people also come to the rescue of the girl.

Dibya also tries to bring some order. No such effort is made by Gaurav.

After some order has been restored, Gaurav is heard shouting at Dibya for not

carrying the channel mic ID (channel logo attached to the mike) and

snatches the gun mic before asking the victim: “Please tell me what

happened.” What the girl says is perhaps the most telling statement in the

footage. “I was returning home after attending a birthday party, you have

done it… you people have done it,” she says. This is a shocking revelation.

Akhil claims that the victim was talking about Gaurav and the molesters.

News Live claims nothing is conclusive; traumatised as she was, the girl

might have meant all the people or some people around her, or may be

venting at the constant rolling of the camera.

TEHELKA has in its possession a copy of the victim's statement at the Chief

Judicial Magistrate's court. Written in Assamese, one section of the statement

reads thus: “…they started to tear off my clothes; a media team was shooting

the scene instead of helping me. The mob tore my clothes and started groping

my private parts. I somehow saved my face from being exposed by the

camera. I was shellshocked. A gentleman saved me, the police arrived and

dropped me home.”

The footage reveals people led by Mukul Kalita trying to convince cops to

reach the spot fast and also trying to ensure the girl's safety. Even then,

Amarjyoti Kalita is seen smiling and grabbing the victim from behind.

Above the din, Dibya is heard telling Gaurav: “This girl's career, future is

ruined.” After a brief pause, a voice, probably Gaurav's, is heard: “Ruined

meaning?” Leaning towards Gaurav, Dibya's face is visible for a second. “I

have done all this!” someone says. Though TEHELKA cannot independently

verify this, a comparison with other audio streams in the clip gives the

impression that the voice making this boast belongs to Gaurav. The footage

ends with the girl being taken away by the police. The molestation even then

and the mob groped the girl even while she was seated in the police van.

The cops have already taken voice samples of Gaurav and confiscated the

News Live camera, tapes and computers where the video footage was

processed. The memory card of the cell phones that he was using has also

been sent for forensic tests. After Akhil handed over the raw footage to the

Ajir Axom's

Angry wave:
Photo:
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cops, Gaurav resigned from News Live. In his defence he said he had quit to

ensure “a free and fair investigation”. On July 18, he applied for an

anticipatory bail at the Gauhati High Court, though he still has not been

named an accused or detained by the police.

Launched in January 2008, News Live gained reputation for its smart

presentation, vast coverage and a knack for breaking news before anyone

else. The past few months had seen the channel dedicating huge chunks of

airtime to what many describe as “on-air moral policing”. From stories of

young girls getting drunk and unruly scenes inside bars and on the streets to

hosting regular panel discussions on what women should wear, the channel

was almost on a moral crusade.

In 2011, News Live Editor-in-chief Atanu Bhuyan made it to the headlines of

national dailies after he made unsavoury comments about Aahom girls from

upper Assam. The Tai-Aahom Students' Union had even locked down News

Live bureau offices in upper Assam towns.

Interestingly, Akhil's claims of “manufactured” news got approval from an

unexpected quarter. In a press conference, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi came

down heavily on the news channel. “I cannot approve the fact that the TV

crew went on rolling their tapes for almost 45 minutes without making efforts

to save the girl,” said a stern-looking Gogoi. The chief minister has asked the

Angry wave:
Photo:

Social activist Akhil Gogoi leading a demonstration in front of the News Live office on July 15.
Ujjal Deb
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CID to investigate the role of the channel in the molestation. A team of police

officers led by DGP Choudhury has been entrusted with the task of nabbing

the culprits. The chief minister has said that a crackdown will happen

without infringing on the freedom of the press.

Of the 14 molesters who have been identified, the cops have already arrested

12. At the time of going to press, two, including prime accused Amarjyoti

Kalita – a casual employee of the state government's information technology

agency AMTRON – were still absconding.

Editor Atanu Bhuyan quit his office, not owning moral responsibility, but

citing apprehensions that the chief minister would “pressurise” the

management to sack him. For his part, the CM got the Chairperson of the

National Commission for Women (NCW) Mamta Sharma to visit Guwahati

and meet the victim, after an earlier NCW fact-finding team led by Alka

Lamba left Guwahati without meeting him. Lamba was later removed for

naming the victim during a press conference. Shockingly, even the CM'S

office repeated the same callousness. After Tarun Gogoi had met the victim,

the CM's office released pictures of the girl with Gogoi. Not only this, they

even revealed her identity. Though Gogoi later apologised for the slip-up,

asking the media not to publish the pictures, he continued naming her.

The incident has scarred Assam. The state that prides itself on its treatment of

women has now been reduced to a group of bystanders. “The rest of the

country protested violently, people started calling Guwahati a city of

bystanders,” says Guwahati-based author Ayushman Dutta. “People

watched with voyeuristic pleasure the horrific scenes of a girl being ravaged

on the streets. Some even took photos and made the odd MMS, but no one

stopped their car to help her, they did not even bother to lower their car

windows.” The incident has also sparked a debate on the mad race of news

channels for TRPs.

Interestingly, the All Assam Students Union (AASU) and the Assam

Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP), both of which have never missed

a chance to issue diktats on New Year's or Valentine's Day, have maintained

a stony silence on this.

The brutality was not confined to the street. NCW member Alka Lamba, and

even the CM's office, named the victim without a care for her reputation
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But, it is with the police that the buck finally stops. The government has put

the wheels in motion. The SSP, Guwahati city, Apurba Jibon Baruah has been

transferred. “We are looking at all aspects of the evidence. If the reporter and

the channel are found guilty, we will act,” says DGP Choudhury.

Tarun Gogoi has declared that he will create the position of a City Police

Commissioner. But many of the recommendations of the expert committee

constituted after the 2008 serial blasts in Guwahati has been kept in cold

storage. “Almost all our recommendations have not been implemented,”

says H. K. Deka, former DGP and member of the expert committee on police

reforms. “With the city moving fast to becoming a metro, police

modernisation is a must, transferring the SSP is not a solution.” In size and

population, Guwahati is similar to Bhubaneswar. However, where the

Odisha capital has 3,500 dedicated police personnel, the Guwahati City

Police has 210 sub-inspectors and 1,300 constables manning the streets.

Nowhere is this void felt more than in the pubs and clubs of the city.

But for all this, if it turns out that the media has behaved in a callous manner,

its very relevance will be questioned. If proven true, this would perhaps be

the first incident in which a media house has had a frighteningly complicit

role in a despicable crime against a woman. While it is almost sure that this is

our moment, media houses, especially electronic

media, need to rethink their priorities: higher TRPs or news ethic. Until that

happens, the spectacle will continue.

News Of The World
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Lost World
May 17, 2012

The feature provides a closer look at the lives of survivors of acid attacks. It

details their lives post such attacks, their mental and psychological trauma,

the stigma that they face, the financial burden owing to high hospitalization

bills and their struggle to get justice. In most cases of acid attacks the

perpetrators get away scot free and justice is never delivered at all. The

feature calls for more stringent laws to deal with acid attacks and a more

humane approach and support for survivors of the attacks.

– Zakia, an acid attack victim, in Saving Face, an award-winning

documentary by Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy

An acid attack ends the life of a victim as she knew it, and starts a road

littered with heartbreaks

“It took him one minute to destroy my life.”

Sixty seconds are easy to be dismissed as inconsequential in the procession

of minutes and hours. Sometimes, however, in 60 seconds, everything

changes. A few seconds are all it takes to splash acid on someone. And acid

takes five to 30 seconds to etch its ruin on the person.

That is what happened to Haseena Hussain, a computer operator, in 1999.

She quit her job when the attention of her boss, Joseph Rodrigues, became

too ardent. A spurned Rodrigues poured two litres of sulphuric acid over her.

“My face became a lump of flesh,'' she would later recount. Her lips, nose

and ears merged into one mass and had to be re-grafted. There is a permanent

hole in her skull, one side of her neck is welded to her shoulders and she

became completely blind. Haseena was only 19 years old then.

Acid attacks have their root in hatred. While there are many villains in such

incidents, from spurned suitors and angry mistresses to estranged partners

and irate moneylenders, the victim is almost always a woman.

“It took him one minute to destroy my life.”

Nikita Doval, The Week

Nikita Doval was a Special Correspondent with the Week when this

was written. She won the award for the Best Feature – Magazine at

the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2012-13, Northern Region.
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“It took him one minute to destroy my life.”

The name of Aarti Thakur of Goregaon, Mumbai, was added to this long list

on February 1. Pintu, her former landlord whom she spurned, hired people to

splash acid on her. Today, she lies in the National Burns Hospital in Airoli,

Navi Mumbai, waiting for her scars to first emerge and then heal, before the

long and painful spells of surgeries. “The acid has burnt the skin around her

eyelids, and one eye cannot close,” says cosmetic surgeon Sunil Keswani.

“As soon as she stabilises, we will have to operate on her, as the cornea might

dry up, causing blindness.”

For a survivor, an acid attack starts a life littered with obstacles, heartbreaks

and isolation. So tough is it that many choose to shut out a world which they

once dreamt of conquering. But there are also those who choose to rise like

the phoenix, though never whole again, determined to be seen and heard.

“I would wear a veil before stepping out of the house. Children taunted me,

neighbours shunned me. I could not share my pain even with my parents,”

says Jayalakshmi, whose husband attacked her with acid in 2003. She would

have continued hiding in her village in Karnataka's Tumkur district, had not

been for a school teacher and a doctor. “They told me that my face might be

burnt but my strength was still intact. My husband took away my right to lead

a normal life but not my freedom or my abilities,” she says. Today, she is an

active member of the state Women's Commission's rural programmes.

Even if these women try and rebuild their lives, society and the legal system

ensure that nothing comes easy. Shirin Juwaley, who was attacked in 1998 by

her husband after she asked for a divorce, went on to do her MSc. in

development and human rights. She runs an NGO, Palash, that deals with

rehabilitation of people with disfigurement, and is widely regarded as a

motivational speaker. Last year, however, a Mumbai college principal

refused to let her address students, saying that she would dissuade them

from marriage.

“Society's refusal to engage with victims scars them further,” says clinical

psychologist Dr. Rajat Mitra, director, Swanchetan Society for Mental

Health. Speculation about the victim's morals and harassment is par for the

course. “I have abuses hurled at me when I walk down the road. There are

days when it seems the whole world is intent on intimidating me,” says Syeda

Rahath Unnisa, an acid attack victim from Bangalore. Rahath, who runs a

boutique, shakes with anger every time she describes the harassment at the

hands of the local jamaat. “But I will fight till the end. No one can take away
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my right to live with dignity,” she says. She opens the store in spite of repeated

threats and intimidation by her husband, who threw acid on her and is now

out on bail.

Legal apathy is the most disheartening factor in these women's struggle.

Currently, there is no section in the Indian Penal Code that deals specifically

with acid attacks in spite of its rampancy. Acid attack cases are dealt with by

sections 320, 322, 325 and 326 of the IPC. Of these only section 326

addresses the issue of being attacked by a corrosive object but categorises it

as 'grievous hurt'. Though this section allows punishment up to life

imprisonment, most convicts get only a jail term of three to four years.

Compensation, if ordered, is often paltry.

Dr. Mahalakshmi had a flourishing practice in Mysore when she was

attacked by her landlord in 2001 after she turned down his sexual advances.

The accused, Chikkabasallaiah, was sentenced to three years in jail and

ordered to pay her 120,000 as compensation. Today, she works in a

government hospital, seeking to rebuild her life and striving for some

semblance of normalcy. In Haseena's case, Rodrigues continued

intimidating her throughout the trial and even threatened to douse her

younger sister with acid. Her family, however, was undeterred, and fought

the case. He was sentenced to five years in jail.

According to a Thomson Reuters Foundation survey last year, India was

ranked fourth among the most dangerous countries in the world for women.

However, even by our abysmal standards of women safety and gender

equality, acid attacks remain a woefully under-investigated crime. In fact,

there are no nationwide statistics available on the crime. According to a 2011

study by the Avon Global Centre for Women and Justice at Cornell Law

School, New York, 153 cases of acid attacks were reported in India from

January 2002 to October 2010 in different newspapers. “It is quite possible

that attacks in rural areas go unreported,” says activist Sushma Varma of

Campaign & Struggle Against Acid Attack on Women. The organisation,

which is perhaps the only one of its kind in the country, also relies on media

reports to find victims in Karnataka.

Acid burns are far more severe than those induced by fire. Usually, victims

are attacked with concentrated sulphuric acid, nitric acid or hydrochloric

acid. All of them are easily available over the counter. This correspondent
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bought two litres of concentrated acid for 150 from a hardware store with no

questions being asked in spite of the repeated emphasis on 'acid which

will burn'.

Perpetrators aim at the face, neck and chest. The intention is not to kill but to

maim for life. “The attack is as much on your femininity and identity as a

woman as it is on the individual,” says Dr. Mitra, who has interviewed several

offenders. “The message is, if I cannot have you, no one else can.”

Abhinav, who attacked his classmate Arti Srivastava ten years ago in Kanpur,

reportedly said more than once after the attack that he wanted to ruin her

face so that she would finally agree to marry him. “The rage these men feel

towards women is pathological,” says Dr. Mitra. “They describe them in

abusive, derogatory terms. The offenders also tend to see themselves as

victims who have been harmed by the women. There is rarely any

remorse expressed.”

For the victims, the process of recovery is arduous, both physically and

mentally. Dr. Mitra says it is advisable for victims not to see their reflection for

some time, as the experience can be shattering. “Most victims who have

been disfigured report out-of-body experiences. They are completely

disassociated from their body,” he says. Depression, fear, victimisation and

insomnia are just some of the other troubles that come calling.

“We need a specific act to deal with acid attacks,” says Supreme Court

lawyer Aparna Bhat, who is pursuing a public interest litigation since 2006.

“We are also asking for a ban or regulation on the sale of acid and a

rehabilitation process to be put in place.” Bhat is counsel for Lakshmi, an

acid attack victim in Delhi.

Based on Bhat's PIL, the Supreme Court, in 2009, sought a response from

state governments on banning the over-the-counter sale of acids. The

governments have also been directed to look at the rehabilitation and a

compensation scheme for the victims. Also, a committee constituted under

the home secretary has recommended insertion of sections 326 A and 326 B,

hurt by acid attack, in the draft Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2011.

The Law Commission of India and the National Commission of Women have

also submitted reports asking for a specific section to deal with acid attacks.

Both the reports recommend life sentence for the attacker and monetary

compensation for the victim.
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“The whole system is bad,” says Rahath. Does that dishearten her? “Never,”

she says with a flash of fire in her eyes. “This is not a battle I chose to fight, but

if you have thrust it on me, then I will emerge victorious.”

On a busy Saturday afternoon, THE WEEK's Chief Photographer Sanjay

Ahlawat approaches a hardware store in Delhi's Paharganj area. “I want to

buy acid,” he says to the proprietor. An attendant brings a plastic bottle

containing a copper-coloured liquid.

“Is this strong?” Sanjay asks. The attendant nods. “This is what is used for

cleaning,” he says. Sanjay insists that he wants something “much stronger”.

The proprietor looks up and asks why. Stubborn stains, says Sanjay.

Satisfied by the perfunctory explanation, the proprietor says stronger acid is

available but one has to be very careful. “It will burn you,” he says. “Are you

sure you want it?”

Sanjay nods, and the attendant brings out a beer bottle containing a thick

greenish liquid. The bottle is sealed with a plastic cap. Sanjay's attempts to

open it are met with a stern reprimand. “Open it only where you intend to use

it. And if there is any left, just pour it down the drain,” says the proprietor.

Sanjay wants to know if this can burn a person. “Oh yes,” he says, before

asking for Rs. 50. “It will eat your skin away.”

Acid attacks are punishable under sections 320 (causing emasculation and

disfigurement), 322 and 325 (voluntarily causing grievous hurt) and 326

(causing grievous hurt by dangerous weapons or means) of the Indian Penal

Code. However, none of these has been effective in dealing with acid

attacks. Most perpetrators get away lightly as the case registered is for

causing grievous hurt.

In 2006, lawyer Aparna Bhat filed a PIL in the Supreme Court requesting that

section 326 A be introduced to deal specifically with acid attacks. She also

sought a ban on the over-the-counter sale of acid. A decision on Bhat's PIL is

still pending.

The Law Commission of India and the National Commission for Women

have also asked for a specific section to deal with acid attacks. Both

recommended compensation for victims.

Acid Over the Counter

Lame Laws

'I will never give in'.
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A committee constituted under the home secretary has recommended

insertion of sections 326 A and 326 B, hurt by acid attack, in the draft

Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2011.

In 2009, the Supreme Court sought a response from state governments on

banning the sale of acid. It also asked for a rehabilitation and compensation

scheme for victims. In 2007, Karnataka had announced a compensation

scheme after the Bangalore-based NGO Campaign and Struggle Against

Acid Attacks on Women filed a PIL. According to the scheme, victims of acid

attacks will be paid between Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 2 lakh for advanced

treatment. Employment, too, was promised. “However, most promises are

yet to see the light of day,” says Sushma of the NGO.

In 2012, Delhi announced a package of Rs. 3 lakh for victims whose faces

were disfigured and Rs. 50,000 for others.

Attacked by her husband of 13 years, in Bangalore, in June 2011

The morning of June 17, 2011 dawned with a lot of promise for Syeda Rahath

Unnisa. Her divorce from her estranged husband had come through, her

boutique was doing roaring business and she had just applied for a new

passport. But Abdul Wakil, the divorced husband, had other plans. He

showed up at her doorstep, offering to take their two daughters, Sophiya and

Sumaiya, to school. “I protested, but he insisted. En route, he stopped at a

bakery and got them goodies, the first time ever,” says Rahath. After dropping

the girls, Abdul came back, this time to carry out his threat of the past six

years – throw acid on Rahath. “He caught hold of me by the neck. I was

wearing a loose cotton nightshirt and he poured it down my torso,” the soft-

spoken woman recounts.

She is standing behind the counter of Sophiya's Boutique, her pride and joy,

which, till the attack took place, was flourishing. “I would get orders worth

Rs. 10,000 every day. Now business is sporadic,” says Rahath. A thick mass

of hair is gathered at Rahath's nape. “It used to touch my knees,” she

confides. In fact, it was the curtain of thick hair that saved her face from being

burnt, though there is a dark patch on her right cheek left by the fumes

of the acid. Her brother, a doctor, cut off her burnt hair in the ICU.

'I will never give in'.

Syeda Rahath Unnisa, 34

'I will never give in'.
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Rahath remembers running to the bathroom scared that Abdul would come

after her again, determined to maim her face this time. “I called my brother

after barricading myself only to find that Abdul had already dialled his

number to say 'I am coming for you now'.” She kept pouring water on herself

till her family arrived.

All of Rahath's right shoulder, starting from her collar bone is burnt. “It is till

here,” she says, pointing to her navel and her legs. “The only silver lining is

that my face remained unscarred.” She has already undergone skin grafting

and the doctor is extremely pleased with the results, she says.

“I was asked to wear tight clothes, preferably jeans and a shirt, so that the skin

got stretched.” Little did Rahath know that this small gesture would make life

even more difficult for her. The local jamat leaders, she says, used this as a

starting point for harassing her. “I was asked to wear a burkha, never mind

that their daughters wear the same kind of clothes,” he says. And the

intimidation and harassment have not stopped. Abuses are hurled at her as

she walks down the road, and then there are the propositions and threats.

The spectre of Abdul also looms large. Within a month of being arrested, he

was out on bail. “He is politically connected and every time I open the

boutique, a few goons show up. They threaten to throw acid again.” Abdul is

keen on a compromise and wants Rahath to withdraw the case and

Syeda Rahath Unnisa, an acid attack victim, with her daughters Sophiya and Sumaiya at her boutique
in Bangalore.

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

98



reconsider the divorce. “I will never give in. I want justice, an eye for an eye,”

she says with vehemence, even as her eyes well up. “I want to blast out at all

those who were instrumental in giving him bail. Is a woman's life worth

nothing in this country? He threw acid on me and today he roams the streets

free.” The next date of the hearing is still some months away.

Abdul and Rahath had a love marriage, but it turned sour soon after the birth

of their first daughter. “He wanted a son. Then the dowry demands started.

Once I brought home Rs. 50,000 and another time, I sold my jewellery to

satisfy his demands. But it never stopped there,” she says.

Rahath had been an architecture student when she got married, but gave it

up. She found herself turning to designing as a means of being independent.

“I love designing,” she says, showing pictures of her creations on her

mobile phone. There is a gown which she proudly says is similar to what

Katrina Kaif wore for an appearance and a flower girl dress that she made for

a wedding in the UK. Her daughters are her models, posing excitedly in their

mother's creations.

Rahath has already spent Rs. 9 lakh on her treatment and is financially wiped

out. She acknowledges the support of her sisters and brother and admits that

she would have been completely at sea without them. “Acid victims have

been promised compensation by the government, but nothing has come

through till now. I have made innumerable trips to the women's commission

and government offices. Each rickshaw ride costs me a few hundred rupees,

money I can ill afford.”

But no matter how tough the day, Rahath always finds the strength to smile.

“My daughters keep me going. My younger one tells me 'Mama, tension

dene ka, lene ka nahin',” she laughs.

The older one, Sophiya, she admits, has matured much before her years.

“Sometimes she says let us kill ourselves, we will be free from all of this then,”

says Rahath. “But I am a fighter. My daughter will be one, too.”
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Attacked by the spurned lover of a friend in December 2008

By Lalita Iyer

On the evening of December 10, 2008, Pranitha T., a final-year engineering

student at Kakatiya Institute of Technology and Sciences in Warangal, was

returning home from class on her Scooty with friend Swapnika.

Three men on a motorbike overtook them and one of them, Sreenivas Rao,

called out Swapnika's name. When Swapnika turned around, he threw acid

on her face and fled. Rao was Swapnika's neighbour. As she had spurned his

advances, Rao wanted revenge.

Swapnika took the brunt of the attack, while Pranitha, who was wearing a

helmet, took a hit on the right side of her face, neck and back. “As soon as I

realised that something had been thrown at us, my first reaction was that the

men had sprayed water. But with the burning sensation, I realised that it was

more serious,” recalls Pranitha.

Both of them fell from the vehicle and a crowd gathered. By the time they

reached a nearby hospital in an autorickshaw, Swapnika had been blinded

and was in unbearable pain. Pranitha called her mother and Swapnika's

parents and told them what had happened.

Swapnika was shifted to Yashoda Hospital in Hyderabad, which had better

facilities. But, on December 31, days after Rao and his associates were killed

in an alleged encounter with the police, she succumbed to the injuries.

Pranitha had suffered 60 per cent burns and spent more than three months at

Axion Hospital in Hyderabad. She tries not to think of the incident, which has

left scars on her neck and the right side of her face. “Why should I blame fate?

I am happy and doing well in my life,” says Pranitha, who is a software

developer with Infosys now. “I am alive and going around doing things other

people of my age do.”

ANew Life

Pranitha T., 24
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Jayalakshmi, 39

Erasing the Scars

Attacked by her husband of 18 years in June 2003

Jayalakshmi, a women's rights activist, has devoted her life to the

empowerment of rural women in Karnataka. But, ten years ago, if anyone

had told her about her future, she would have laughed, before bursting

into tears.

On June 25, 2003, Jayalakshmi, then 31, was at home watching

television when her husband of 18 years attacked her with acid. The scars on

her neck, arms and the lower half of her face reflect his brutality and the

acid's corrosiveness.

“I was a simple housewife with ordinary concerns. The biggest of them was

my husband's drinking problem. One day, I put my foot down and refused to

let him enter the house,” she says. Her husband, a weaver, spent 10 days

outside home and reportedly told villagers that he would throw acid on her to

“teach her a lesson”. He was convinced she had thrown him out because she

was having an affair.

Ironically, when Jayalakshmi was attacked, she was watching Chandrika, a

television show in which the protagonist was an acid attack victim. “I was

waiting to see how Chandrika was going to react to her being disfigured

when my life turned upside down,” she says.

On being attacked, she almost fainted but still managed to push her husband

out of the house and lock the door. “My clothes were sticking to my body,”

she says. “I watched my skin erupting and the pain was unbearable.”

Jayalakshmi describes the days that followed – her trip to the hospital, the

refusal of the staff to treat her, her father insisting that they try and save her, or

consider mercy killing. “I was lucky that a doctor in the local hospital asked a

specialist to come down and look at me. Dr. Suresh, the surgeon who treated

me, always had a kind word for me,” she says.

She had several surgeries (“Five or six, I forget,” she says) before she decided

not to go ahead with more. “My father had taken a loan,” she says. “Even

though the surgeries were being done free of cost, the medication was

bleeding them dry.”
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When talking about her recovery, her eyes well up. “I don't want to talk about

those days,” she says. “Do I have to?” Jayalakshmi says she would sleep on

plantain leaves on the floor as the wounds hurt. In her parents' village, she

wore a veil every time she stepped out. “The children would crack cruel

jokes, the adults would shun me. I never considered myself beautiful

but I just did not know how to live with this face,” she says.

She feared her parents would believe her husband's imaginings of an

extramarital affair if she discussed her troubles. It was the local school

teacher who gave Jayalakshmi the strength to move on. “He told me that my

body may have been disfigured but my mind is still my own,” she says.

She started counselling other women and got involved in activism. “Women in

rural areas have no voice,” she says. “I try to give them one.” Today, she is her

district's representative in the State Women's Commission's rural programme.

The media has lauded her and college girls tell her she is an inspiration, but

Jayalakshmi still feels defined by her scars. “If I see children coming towards

me on the street, I cross over. I don't want to scare them,” she says.

Jayalakshmi's husband was sentenced to 10 years in jail and was released

three months ago. She has not met him, even though he indicated that he

wanted to get back with her. “Does he think I can forgive and forget?” she

asks. Her daughter does not talk to him but her son is in touch. “He tells me,

'What has happened has happened. Forget it',” she says. “He is a married

man himself. I wonder how can he even say that.”

Even as she stops to ponder over her own statement, her phone starts ringing.

She wipes her tears, answers with a smile and is off, like a flash, trying to

make the world a better place for women.

Pakistan, after the Oscar success of the film Saving Face, is seriously

considering legislation against acid attacks. According to some estimates,

nearly 150 women are attacked every year. In 2002, Bangladesh passed the

Acid Crime Prevention Act 2002 and the Acid Control Act 2002. These acts

strengthened the criminal procedures for acid violence cases with a capital

punishment provision. They provide for setting up of a rehabilitation centre

for the victims and making legal and medical aid available to them.

Most importantly, these acts forbid the sale of acid over the counter, making it

a licensed trade. Though the attacks continue, the frequency has come down

since the enactment of these laws.

Crime and Punishment
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Like Cattle, from Kabul
February 9, 2013

This is the story of how Afghanistan has become a source, transit point and

destination for sex trafficking. Through interviews with trafficked women

both in Delhi and Kabul as well as with social workers, human rights experts

and other officials/agencies, the story presents a holistic picture of trafficking

from the reasons for trafficking to the various methods through which it is

carried out to the various agencies and their work to combat this.

She calls herself Diljan. But, that is not her real name; pimps and customers

call her so. “I serve the rich and the executive class,” said the round-faced

blonde with green eyes. “If the guys have money, they can have me for a

night.” Depending on the nature of the service, her rates range from

Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 90,000 for a night. Though women of other nationalities,

including Russians and Ukrainians, still dominate the flourishing sex trade in

India, Diljan said Afghans like her had pushed many of them out of business.

Back home, she was a simple and devout girl, who wore the hijab and rose

early each day to say the dawn prayers before helping her mother in kitchen.

Then came the war in 2001. She and her family fled from Kandahar to Kabul,

where they stayed in a rented house. Her nightmare began when a man

raped her, she said, while returning home from the market. He threatened to

kill her if she told anyone about it. She would be raped again that month by

another man, who made the same threat. In 2011, a woman approached her

with a waitress's job in a posh Delhi hotel. She jumped at the chance. The

woman got her a passport and visa and put her on a plane. In Delhi, she was

told that the job had fallen through.

She ended up being an escort. “There were six other Afghan women already

at work,” recalled Diljan. THE WEEK's cross-border investigation and

interviews with dozens of victims reveal a disturbing story of how

Syed Nazakat, Kabul & New Delhi, The Week

Syed Nazakat is a Special Correspondent with news magazine,

The Week, in Delhi. He won the award for the Best Investigative

Story (Magazine) at the Media and Advertising Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region

Laadli
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Afghanistan has become a source, transit point and destination for victims of

sex-trafficking. Nobody knows exactly how many Afghan women have been

sold into sexual slavery. Like the drug trade, trafficking takes place in a

shadowy world. Some girls like Diljan are cheated by pimps and sold to

traffickers. Others are abducted, raped and psychologically pummelled into

submission. The rampant trafficking has put Afghanistan on the US's “Tier 2

watch list” of countries which are failing to fight human trafficking.

Human trafficking in Afghanistan grew as the many decades of war caused

displacement of millions. Chronic poverty and growing crime increased the

vulnerability of women. Geography is another crucial factor; Afghanistan

has six direct neighbours including Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan. Many of

these borders are nearly impossible to guard, thanks to inaccessible terrain

and tribal fiefdoms. Palwasha Saboori, director, Afghan Women Training and

Development Organisation, said hundreds of women are trafficked every

year. Still, it remains a hidden crime, one that the government is not

combating, said Saboori. In the last two years alone, her organisation has

rescued 319 women and girls. “Almost all of them were sexually abused,”

said Saboori.

At present, 727 victims of rape and trafficking are being rehabilitated at eight

shelters run by the Afghan government. These shelters, first established in

2007, are temporary homes providing protection, accommodation, training

and health care to the victims. Many such shelters are managed by local and

international NGOs. Victims who cannot find a place in the shelters often

end up in prison. “We have an army of victims in Afghanistan. But we do not

have enough shelters to rehabilitate them,” said Zakia Baryalti, director,

ministry of women's affairs. At a shelter in Kabul, I met Marzah, a young girl

from Logar province, who, after months of therapy, was able to speak about

her ordeal. She said she was raped when she was nine, and was then sold into

sexual slavery. All she wants now is a life in oblivion. "I do not want to return

to my village. My family will kill me. I have brought such shame to them,”

said Marzah.

In another Kabul shelter, Perveen Jan told me the story of how she had

survived bombs, only to be trapped in a brothel. The US bombing of 2001

had destroyed countless villages like hers. Amidst the raging war she fled to

the nearest town, Jalalabad, where the situation was a little better. Then, her
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mother called her and told her about a prospective groom. She thought the

marriage was fixed, only to realise a few weeks later that she was sold to him

for 20,000 Afghani. She would be traded to ten men over the next three years.

In 2011, a pimp drove her across the Turkhan border checkpoint into

Pakistan. Here, she had to dance semi-naked, entertain rich men, and have

sex with customers who paid her owner a few thousand Pakistani rupees.

Last year, when her Pakistani owner was away, she escaped and fled to

Jalalabad. Now, she is traumatised and unable to speak.

“She has been destroyed,” said Zaibesh, 21, her friend at the shelter and a

victim herself. "When I met her and heard her story, I forgot all my pain and

misery." Zaibesh's parents were killed by her brother-in-law for trying to

protect her from sexual abuse. The killer has threatened to kill her too for

running away. As she spoke about how she was repeatedly raped and

abused, she suddenly paused and cried out loud, “People have done such

bad things to me. I just hate myself for what I have gone through." In her

brimming green eyes you can read the tragedy of a land drained by war.

The Afghan constitution, written after the fall of the Taliban in 2001,

enshrines equal rights for men and women. And, the new landmark law,

passed in 2009, has for the first time criminalised forced marriages. Yet,

women remain at the receiving end. Like the overwhelming presence of

foreign troops on Afghanistan's streets, there is also the overwhelming

absence of women in public.

Every day, from different parts of the country, complaints pour in to the office

of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission. “Trafficking of

women is going largely unreported due to tribal and societal acceptance of

the practice,” said Dr Sima Samar, chairperson, AIHRC. As a young girl, Sima

lived through the civil war between Mujahideen groups, which ravaged

Kabul before the Taliban conquest in 1996.

She witnessed unimaginable cruelty and many deaths. "Much of the brutality

you see these days," she said, "is because people have become insane from

all these wars.” Last year, an AIHRC survey on trafficking confirmed that

majority of trafficked women had lost their parents in the war and had no

family support and protection. Others were caught in the vicious cycle

because of extreme poverty and early, forced marriages. “Afghanistan is one

of the poorest countries in the world. There are hardly any jobs for the young.
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Then there is a growing uncertainty about the future,” said Sima. “All these

conditions make Afghanistan ideal for human trafficking.”

The trafficking network has both local and international routes. The routes,

most often, connect to Gulf countries (mostly, the UAE), Pakistan and Iran;

India is a relatively new destination. Traffickers exploit vulnerabilities and

lack of opportunities. They make promises of marriage, employment,

education, or a better life.

Once a girl lands in New Delhi, the agents use surrogate advertisements,

promising 'massage' and 'escort services', to attract clients. Some Indian

newspapers are riddled with scores of such ads promising full body massage.

They offer 24-hour service, at home and in hotels. Online advertisements

boast of "hot Afghani girls" who are “always ready to do anything with you for

your betterment and satisfaction.”

Delhi Police Deputy Commissioner (crime) S. B. S. Tyagi said that there was a

huge influx of foreign sex workers to India. “We have arrested many such

girls,” he said. He confirmed that Afghan girls were new entrants. He said,

“We enforce anti-prostitution laws by checking classified advertisements

and the internet for those soliciting sex, but it is difficult to clamp down

on high-class prostitutes and clients whose liaisons are usually arranged

in private.”

The Kabul Police's chief of criminal investigation, General Mohammad

Zahir, told THE WEEK that his department was aware of Afghan girls working

as call girls in India. “They may have been cheated and exploited," he said.

"We do not have details of how these women were trafficked to India, but we

are raising the issue with our counterparts in India. On the face value, this

seems to be a part of well-organised criminal gang.”

The introduction of a direct flight between Kandahar and Delhi and an

increase in the number of Kabul-Delhi flights has in part facilitated the

trafficking. In a bid to strengthen its ties with Afghanistan, India has also been

generous with visas; in 2012, the Indian embassy in Kabul issued around

58,000 visas. Though the majority of them were for patients, a good number

were also for young Afghans in search of a better life and future.

Zakia said Indian movies and TV serials were very popular in Afghanistan.

“When Afghan girls watch these movies, they dream of a world where
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women are free," said Zakia. “They run away and become very vulnerable.”

She said that the decades of war made the youth ignorant of the outside

world. At the ministry, when Zakia was talking to me, Khatija, an old woman

from the Taliban-dominated Maidan Wardak province, came to check about

Zia Gul, a missing girl from her neighbourhood. Zakia's staff made a series of

calls to the shelters in Kabul, Kandahar and Mazar-e-Sharif, to trace Zia.

Unfortunately, there was no news. Khatija was told that Zia might have

escaped to Iran, Pakistan, or, perhaps, India.

"She was a free sprit," said Khatija, showing me the picture of a tall, beautiful

blonde. Two days before she went missing, Zia had visited Khatija's home to

show off a new dress. Now Zia's family is accusing Khatija of selling her to

traffickers. “Her brothers have threatened to kill me, if I do not bring her

back,” Khatija said, almost talking to herself. “Where can I find her?”

In Kabul, authorities never believed that sex trade was flourishing, until

2005, when General Ali Shah Paktiwal, who was chief of criminal

investigations, got a tip-off that the scores of Chinese restaurants in the city

were actually fronts for brothels.

The subsequent police raids uncovered how the years of war and influx of

foreigners had created a burgeoning demand for sex trade. “What surprised

me was that all those brothels were being run in the heart of city," recalled

Paktiwal. “The brothels were largely serving foreign security contractors,

NGOs and spies.”

Paktiwal said that around 96 Chinese women were arrested and deported. A

high-profile case alleged that American security company RA International

was running a popular brothel called Light House. At the time of the raid, RA

International was providing security to the US embassy in Kabul and was a

sub-contractor of ArmorGroup North America, Inc. The brothel was raided

after James Gordon, then RA International director of operations, turned

whistleblower. The case became so sensational that details about the

investigation were never made public.

In Afghanistan, far more controversial is the issue of local sex workers, who

stay underground in a society that pretends that they do not exist. Prostitution

is so taboo here that the car industry went into a tizzy in 2011 when a pimp

bought a flashy car with the number 39. Overnight, nobody wanted cars with

plates numbered 39. The number had become a synonym for pimps! People

even avoided mobile phones with the dreaded digits.
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Here, all extra-marital sex is defined as adultery and is prohibited both by

customary and statutory laws, with harsh punishments for prostitutes and

their customers, which include not just prison but even being sentenced to

be stoned to death.

Farzana Wahidy, an award-wining Afghan photographer, was the first to film

the secret trade (see box). In 2008, while following a story on Afghan women,

she came to know about a brothel in Kabul. It looked like a normal house

from the outside. “Inside, I noticed that there were only women," she said.

“They were working as sex workers. Instead of going out, they were using cell

phones to contact their customers."

In the brothel, the oldest girl was a 15-year-old orphan who had lost her

parents in a rocket attack on Kabul. Another girl, an 11-year-old, became sex

worker after she was repeatedly molested by a man who had lost a leg in a

landmine explosion.

The most touching story was of a young girl in Herat who set herself afire

to evade pimps. “She was in such pain. Her body had almost burnt

completely,” recalled Farzana. Later, when Farzana saw her old pictures, she

could not control her tears. "She was so beautiful," said Farzana.

The terrifying fact is that the Herat girl is not the only woman in Afghanistan

to take such drastic action. Every year, hundreds of desperate Afghan women

commit suicide by self-immolation to escape abusive marriages, abusive

in-laws, poverty and forced prostitution.

“This is not merely a women's issue,” said Shukria Barakzai, MP and leading

Afghan politician. “It is an economic problem, a societal problem, a

migration problem and most of all a question of the future of this country."

Her concern over women's declining status has deepened as the Hamid

Karzai government seeks reconciliation with the Taliban. “The Taliban is not

the solution to anything,” she said. “The government has to protect and

respect the honour of every citizen of this country. Unfortunately, it has failed

to do that.”

As music blared from the loudspeakers in the dimly-lit cafe in South Delhi,

Diljan's cell phone rang. Her response was brief – “Yes, yes, I'm coming.”

She hurriedly finished her cigarette and got up. She had a customer to attend

to, and a car was waiting downstairs. I followed her outside, and before she

left, one last question – did she want to leave her profession? The answer

came, wrapped in loud laughter: “It is my business. It was the will of God.”

Names of victims have been changed to protect their identities.
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Bravely Fought the Teen
February 17, 2011

This is about Sunita Murmu, a young woman from the tribal community

who lodged a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in her

community for sexually harassing, torturing and ostracizing her. She

followed up her complaint bravely and ensured that the leaders concerned

were arrested .

Young Sunita lodged a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in

her tribal community and ensured that they were arrested for sexually

harassing, torturing and ostracising her.

panchayat

panchayat

Sixteen-year-old Sunita Murmu is quite the celeb in her locality these days.

This teenager had the courage to approach the remote Mohammadbazar

police station in Birbhum, one of West Bengal's most backward districts, and

lodge a complaint against the powerful criminal elements in her community.

Of course, she did not stop there. Young Sunita also ensured that the men

were arrested for sexually harassing, torturing and ostracising her.

Not so long ago, Sunita was just another tribal girl, with little education,

living quietly in a male-dominated society. She had no idea of her rights and

spent her days working as a daily wage labourer to support her parents. And

like most girls her age, she too fell in love. Her life, however, turned into a

nightmare the day her involvement with a non-tribal boy from the nearby

village was discovered by the local tribal in June last year.

The self-proclaimed met and decided on the punishment for her

romantic attachment: She was stripped publicly and made to walk around

the village, even while being jeered at and sexually harassed by random

villagers. Those who were party to this heinous crime went a step further;

they took photos and videos of her in that situation, and turned them into

multimedia messages (MMS) that were forwarded to everyone in the village

as a warning to other girls not to repeat Sunita's crime.

Saadia Azim, Business Line

Sadia Azim is with The Business Line, Kolkata. She won the award

for the Best Human Interest Story at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.
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Not one person came to the rescue of the traumatised young girl, including

the police at the nearby Mohammad bazaar station. Her shocked parents,

too, could be of little assistance. For about two hours, Sunita was forced to

walk nearly 8 kms. after which she was literally dumped. Plucking up

whatever courage she had left, Sunita made her way back home only to be

taunted by neighbours and others. No case was registered against her

attackers and no one dared defy the tribal diktat, even though

the area has an elected .

As the community leaders were party to the crime, all evidence was

tampered with. For two months, Sunita remained isolated in a corner of her

hut. It was during these dark days that she resolved to raise her voice for

justice. Her parents tried hard to dissuade her and divert her attention.

Meanwhile, the MMS continued on their rounds. Those close to her family

advised her to forget the incident and move ahead. Looking back, Sunita

says, I wondered how people thought I could forget what happened to me. I

am living with that pain, which will remain for all time. But I shall now fight

against all crimes against women in the name of traditional values.

When the police knocked on her door during an inquiry two months later,

her family dissuaded her from speaking up. But Sunita decided to go ahead

and fight on her own. She told the police everything that happened and

lodged a formal complaint. But there was no evidence except for the MMS

doing the rounds. None was willing to testify, either out of fear or in solidarity

with the perpetrators who were viewed as safeguarding tribal values.

But there was no stopping Sunita. As Bidhan Ray, the Sub-Divisional officer

(SDO )of Rampurhat investigating the case, recalls,it was amazing to see a

victim so confident. We thought she may be in depression and would not

cooperate. Also, in such cases the chances of victims turning hostile are very

high. But Sunita could identify the criminals since they were from her locality

and she knew them well. Her confidence won everyone's support.

Just two days after the complaint was filed, the six main accused were

arrested. Barely out of their teens, the accused had allegedly incited the

crowd and later forced everyone to keep quiet.

Fearing a backlash from the community, Sunita was sent to a government

welfare home 'Pushparag' in Rampurhat. She remains there even today,

panchayat's

panchayat

The Hindu:

Photo:
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trying to pick up the pieces of her life. She has learnt weaving and

embroidery, and the district administration has opened a savings account

for her.

It was a proud moment for Sunita when the district administration decided to

propose her name for the National Bravery awards. It is an unusual case

because, despite being a victim, Sunita fought for herself. We decided to

propose her name as she has not just taken on criminals but also stood up

against organised crime, regressive and outdated values, and self-

proclaimed, unauthorised -like bodies, says Saumitra Mohan, the

district magistrate of Birbhum.

Sunita was among the 26 children who were honoured by President Pratibha

Patil with the National Bravery Award last month. Sunita has been able to

regain control of her life. She is a fast learner and mixes well with other

teenagers. Yet, she continues to lead a life of seclusion and ostracism, admits

Satyabrata Banerjee, the superintendent of her welfare home.

Many of Sunita's family members refuse to talk to her. The accused are out on

bail and the locals fear her life may be in danger at her Santhal village of

panchayat

The Hindu:

Photo:

Sunita Murmu of West Bengal receiving a momento from President Pratibha Patil when the
National Bravery Award winners of 2010 called on her at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.

V. Sudershan

The Hindu:

Photo:
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Burtola, where the majority are daily wagers or dependent on government

schemes for their livelihood. But Sunita remains unfazed, I have not gone

back but it does not mean I have done anything wrong. I want to finish my

studies and fight for the rights of others who have been abandoned like me.

Her courage has proved inspiring for many other girls in the region.

Kuntalshree Bhattacharya, the headmistress of a local girls' school, says, I

keep telling my girls that enduring crime is equal to being a party to it. Learn

from Sunita, who could win accolades for defying the wrong in society.

Sunita's friend at her village, who wishes to remain unnamed out of fear, says,

“We are proud of her. But what is alarming is that the culprits are roaming free

while the one who fought for what is right is living away from home.”

But things are slowly changing, with voices now raised in her support.

Women's organisations are demanding that Sunita should be rehabilitated

within the community. Says District Magistrate Mohan, “We are trying our

best, but for now she has to concentrate on her studies and the skills she is

learning at the welfare home. It is a three-year course and Sunita is enjoying

interacting with her new friends. Meanwhile, her accomplishments are

being recognised even within her community. Our assessment is that her

medal, the cash prize and the national recognition will gradually change

public opinion in her village.”

Sunita Murmu with the Welfare Home Superintendent. At the Home, Sunita has been able to take back
control of her life as she is learning new skills like weaving and embroidery.
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Section 376, The Week

The Week started the campaign Section 376 in January 2013, a few weeks

after the Nirbhaya incident of December 2012, as a sustained year long

regular feature on sexual violence that women face at home and outside.

Written by staff correspondents of the magazine, this series addresses a wide

range of issues relating to rape with the intention of making readers, police

and governments better understand and prevent crimes against women.

Besides dealing with the trauma of rape victims, the series examines

unprofessional, unscientific and inhuman methods of evidence collected by

investigators and doctors as well as apathy shown to victims at police

stations. It also explores the insecure lives of girls in slums and what the girl

child goes through when the rapist is a guardian or a person known to her.

While discussing the everyday hazards faced by girls and women, it also

informs readers about precautions that they can take against sexual

predators. Reproduced are two articles from the series.

In India, a woman is raped every 22 minutes. In 2011, Delhi saw 572 rape

cases. Madhya Pradesh topped the list with 3,406 cases. These figures could

be an understatement, as many rapes are not reported, for reasons ranging

from the police refusing to register a complaint, to powerful men intimidating

victims and shame on the victim's part.

On December 17, the day a paramedical student was gang-raped in Delhi, a

13-year-old tribal girl was raped by two men at Khadra village in Madhya

Pradesh. Going by the statistics, at least a hundred women were raped on the

same day. The rapes, however, went unnoticed; there was no public outrage

against them, like what we saw at India Gate.

Every rape is brutal. Every rape is violent. Each one is horrifying. On the face

of it, the only difference between the cases in Delhi and in Madhya Pradesh is

in the degree of brutality. Yet, our responses to them have been starkly

Rise Against Rape

SECTION 376

The Week carried a year-long campaign to raise awareness about the various issues related

to the heinous crime of rape entitled “Section 376”. The Week was awarded for the Best

Campaign at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Southern Region.
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different. True, the little girl in Madhya Pradesh went back to her job as a

daily-wage labourer while the 23-year-old Delhi student is fighting for her

life. But the inhumanity of the act of rape itself, not to mention the violation of

the body and the mind, is no different for the two girls. Or for that matter, any

woman, man, child or transsexual.

Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code defines rape and lays down

punishment for the crime. Enacted by the British in 1870, the law is woefully

inadequate. The Supreme Court, in Sakshi v. the Union of India, recognised

its failings and suggested that the legislature amend it.

We decided to call THE WEEK's campaign against sexual assault on women

by this name: Section 376. We hope this campaign is at once a reminder,

an appeal and a resolve to fight crimes against women. At a point when

emotions are running high and votaries of retributive justice seem to be

winning hands down, we hope that this column makes each of us introspect.

This column will speak of stories of violated lives as well as societal attitudes

that, though not directly a cause for rape, feed a mindset that perpetuates

this most terrible violation. The first story, by Deepak Tiwari, is that of

the tribal girl who was raped at Khadra in the heart of India.

Sakhi (name changed) dropped out of school when her father died of malaria

a few years ago. The daughter of a landless Kol tribal and the fifth of seven

children, she lives in a mud house in a hamlet called Khadra, a few

kilometres from Karondi, which is geographically the central point of

the country.
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Like most tribal girls in the village, Sakhi works as a daily-wage labourer. She

is considered 'half labour' by her employer, as she is a minor. During the

harvest season though, she is treated as an 'adult' and entitled to full wages.

She goes to work with her mother, and they ensure each other's safety. They

were working in the fields on December 17 when the mother received a

message that a distant relative was coming to their house to finalise the

marriage of her eldest son, Marra. At three in the afternoon, the mother asked

Sakhi to go home; the house had to be white-washed to receive the guests.

Sakhi was walking home when two young men of her village, Shankar Bedia

and Barati Kol, abducted her on their motorcycle to a secluded place. “They

tied my hands and left me in a well till late evening,” she said later. “In the

night, they took me to the field of Shankar Bedia and kept me in the farm hut.”

She was repeatedly raped for the next 48 hours. It was on the evening of the

second day that Shankar's uncle, Soni Bedia, found the girl and released her.

Sakhi told her mother and her elder sister's husband, who lives close by,

about the incident. Mustering great courage, the three reported the matter to

the police. In rural India, no complainant can register an FIR without

spending hours at the police station. Sakhi was no exception. After hours at

the police station, she was sent for a medical examination and a case was

registered under sections 341, 342 and 363 (abduction and confinement),

366 (compelling for intercourse) and 376 (rape) of the Indian Penal Code.

Even a week later, fear is writ large on Sakhi's face. She has lost all

confidence. Along with her mother, she is back labouring in the fields. The

neighbours hang around her house, guiding a regular stream of visiting

police and administrative officials, who are busy making a case for

mandatory compensation given to rape victims belonging to the Scheduled

Castes or Scheduled Tribes. Said Sakhi's mother: “Nothing has changed for

us. Our life is as usual. For poor people like us, the priorities are different. I

am concerned about tomorrow's meal. Nothing else.”

Though they are poor, the family is not covered by 'below poverty line'

benefits. They are so scared of the police that four years ago, when

Sakhi's nephew, a toddler, went missing, the family did not even go to the

police station.

There are no anti-rape protests in Khadra. Shankar and Barati have been

arrested and sent to jail. Sakhi's family is reluctant to speak about the case.

But for some whispers at the tea-stall in the village, life here has moved on.
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Armed with an App

THE WEEK campaign: Applications that can help you in times of distress

should be part of every woman's phone.

If the city cannot protect its women, it's time women found their own tools

and techniques to tackle harassment and safety threats of any kind. For the

tech-savvy woman, a number of applications have been launched to provide

that sense of security in times of emergency, says Senior Correspondent

Sharmista Chaudhury.

Situation 1: It's late and you are on your way from work. You get down at the

bus stop and walk towards home through that familiar narrow dark alley. You

hear footsteps behind and catch the sight of a shadow. You walk as fast as

your legs can carry you. In a few minutes, you feel another shadow has

joined the first.

Situation 2: You are waiting by the sidewalk to let a procession pass by. You

can't move an inch in that tightly-packed crowd and suddenly you feel a

hand touching you.

Whether you are alone or in a crowd, the question is always the same: what

will you do? While in a crowd you may try to fight back or cry out loud, but

will those around you help? What if you had a device that could scream

when you are in trouble, or alert people within a 3 km. radius, or inform your

loved ones in case of an emergency?

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

116



With applications permeating almost every aspect of urban life, it was only a

matter of time before they provided a solution for women's safety, too. Says

Annie Mathew, director, alliances and business development, BlackBerry

India: "Women must have every tool at their disposal to tackle harassment

and safety threats of any kind. Mobile applications are a critical part of this

new age armoury. In the light of recent events that have highlighted the need

for enhanced safety for women, apps like the Panic Alarm Button are

particularly popular and have seen many downloads by women looking to

ensure their own safety.”

By the time schoolteacher Siddhi Mehta, 23, heads out to work, the city is just

waking up. The early morning train travel did not worry her much till she

heard that a 58-year-old woman was gang-raped near the Santacruz railway

station in Mumbai. Reports suggest that the woman was groped at the station

as she got off the train and then dragged to a bus stop near the station where

she was forced to drink alcohol and then raped. “That incident scared me,”

says Mehta, who travels to that station every morning. “Even if you have a

pepper spray, you might not be able to use it at the time. However, you

always have your phone in your hand.” She has installed an application,

Bachao, on her phone that sends text messages to five people on her contact

list at the touch of a button.

After news of the Delhi gang-rape shook the nation, app developer Kamlesh

Yadav decided to address the problem. He came up with Awaaz. “The idea

was to create a system for women's safety, so anyone within a 3km radius

would be alerted,” he says.

The latest and probably the most publicised application is VithU, an initiative

by Channel V, which stemmed from its crime-based television show,

Gumrah. The app, which has had four lakh downloads, sends alerts every

two minutes to designated contacts if you press the power button twice. App

developer Erick Rustomjee from Bombay Works says it is only a matter of

time before more nuanced applications hit the market. “I think right now the

technology is in its infancy; this is just the beginning,” he says. “As soon as

the platform goes forward, we will see more features and functionality.”

Trupti Deshmukh, 30, a photographer who works for a social media

marketing company, travels on work quite often. For her, these apps have

become a means to pacify the family. “After the photojournalist's rape
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in Mumbai, my family insisted that I keep such a safety app to alert them,”

she says.

While many women have embraced the technology, there are those who

think that an application is merely an appendage to tackling the real issue.

Even if it does have an impact, it will not have a broad base, says technology

writer Jubin Meha. “I feel they do not work," he says. "These applications

are preventive, but we also need apps that spread awareness or tackle the

root problem.”

Incidentally, there is some amount of work being done in this sphere, too. An

online initiative, Harassmap-Mumbai launched by Akshara, aims at

encouraging women to report any form of sexual harassment on a web site.

Actor Rahul Bose, who has worked closely with the initiative, says, “In the

US, with a population of 313 million people, 84,000 cases of rapes were

reported last year. While in India, with a population of 1.2 billion, only

24,900 cases were reported. This shows that many cases are not being

reported. This map will give a true picture of how Mumbai treats its women.”

The idea is to map the trends perceived on the site and then work with the

police to make these areas safer.

Sends smses and emails to emergency contacts

Sends alerts during emergency situations; you can also send

messages by shaking the phone.

The app literally screams

Press the red

panic button and the phone will send a message with a link to Google Maps

with your GPS- or GSM-based coordinates.

Press the power button twice to send out messages to listed contacts,

who will also receive updates on your location.

APPS YOU CAN USE

Sentinel:

Nirbhaya:

Scream Alarm:

Panic Alarm Button with Flashlight and GPS on BlackBerry 10:

VithU:
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Even Men are Vulnerable
December 11, 2013

A part of a four-part series, this story is about the controversial issue of

making Section 375 of the IPC more gender neutral. It talks about the fact that

men too can be sexually assaulted. Such cases are rarely reported or

acknowledged, but are traumatic for the survivor. Often they are not believed

and and there is no law to protect them resulting in few cases being reported.

The story is based on the experience of a 24-year-old man who was assaulted.

For those who think only women can be raped, this is going to be a shocker.

While Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code is definitely made to address

sexual violence against women, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013,

doesn't seem to be as gender neutral as a law is supposed to be.

The rape of a 24-year-old boy by nine men, that took place about a year ago

in the slums of Kurla, was never reported by the victim to the police as he

knew that his complaint would not be taken seriously. He knew nobody

would believe that a man can be raped.

The incident left the youth scarred physically and mentally. The ADC got to

know about the case through an NGO in the city. Details about the NGO and

the victim have been kept confidential on request. The ADC spoke to the

victim's friends about the incident as the victim was apparently not in the

state of mind to talk about it.

“Abhi thoda thoda woh bhoola hai uske baare main. Par hume pata hai kya

hua. Aur hum sach hi batayenge”, said a close friend of the victim. (He has

slightly gotten over it. But we know what has happened and we will only tell

the truth.)

“This happened six months ago. He was at a bus stop in Kurla waiting for a

bus to get back home when a boy came to him and lured him into going with

him. Usne meethi meethi baatein karke use phasa liya aur apne saath le gaya.

Shwetha Kannan, Afternoon Despatch and Courier

Shwetha Kannan works with Afternoon Courier and Despatch. She

won the award for the Best Feature at the Media and

Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14, Western Region.
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(He sweet-talked our friend into accompanying him.) He took him to a

nearby slum and there my friend noticed nine people waiting. Before my

friend could react, all the nine men caught him and forced themselves on

him. Uske saath zor zabardasti ki aur bahut amaanviya tareeke se uska rape

kiya.” (They raped him in a very inhuman manner.)

The boy was subjected to rape for an hour and a half and was then left at the

spot by his assaulters.

“He somehow managed to reach home. It was a Saturday. On Monday when

he met us, he was a changed man. From being talkative and chirpy he had

become silent. We noticed that he was unable to concentrate on his work

and that he used to cry silently when he was alone. And it was only later that

we got to know about what had happened.”

The victim had to be counselled for a week and was administered Anti-

Retroviral Treatment (ART) as precautionary measure against contracting the

HIV virus.

“It was only after his HIV tests came negative that he started feeling better. He

is okay now,” said a friend.

“Yes,” says eminent psychiatrist Dr. Harish Shetty. “Cases of men being

sexually assaulted are not uncommon. And when there is one victim and

many assaulters then, yes, rape is possible. Men are often raped by men

when in a drunken state at parties. Such cases do happen but go unnoticed

because they are never reported.”

Dr. Shetty said, “Such cases aren't reported because of shame and guilt,

because men feel that nobody will believe them, because the law is weak,

because nobody wants to come out of the shell and talk about the incident

and finally, because of the fear of being labelled 'gay'.”

According to Dr. Shetty, the way to handle such cases is to have gender

inclusive and gender sensitive laws and more open dialogues about rape,

irrespective of the gender of the victim.

“The concept of men being raped needs to be legitimised now,” said

Dr. Shetty.

Can Men be Raped?

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rt

in
g 

o
n

 G
en

d
er

-b
as

ed
V

io
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

R
ep

o
rtin

g o
n

 G
en

d
er-b

ased
V

io
len

ce an
d

 D
iscrim

in
atio

n
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

120



Bindumadhav Khire, a gay activist and president of Samapathik Trust, Pune,

said, “If one goes by the definition of rape given in Indian law, then men

cannot be raped because, according to the law, it is only for women by men.

Forcible peno-vaginal penetration, use of fingers or objects, oral or anal sex

does amount to rape now-a-days, but it is only for women. When any of this

happens to men, it is considered to be unnatural sex. I am of the opinion that

the definition of rape needs to revised and that anti-rape laws should be more

gender inclusive.”R
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Singer Usha Uthup being felicitated by Dolly Thakore at the National LMA, 2011-12 in Mumbai.



ÖæÚUÌèØ â×æÁ ×ð´ ÕÉ¸UÌæ ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ
In this editorial in Hindi, the author enumerates the reasons for the increase

in violence against women. He brings out the fact that while there has been a

lot of social and economic.

¥Öè ãUæÜ ãUè ×ð´ âæ×êçãU·¤ ÕÜæˆ·¤æÚU ·¤è çÎÜ ÎãUÜæÙð ßæÜè ƒæÅUÙæ çÎËÜè
×ð´ ãéU§ü ©âÙð âæÚðU Îðàæ ·¤æð ©UmðçÜÌ ·¤ÚU çÎØæÐ §â ÕæÌ ·¤æ ×ãUˆß ÙãUè´ ç·¤
ÂèçÇ¸UÌæ ·¤æ Ùæ× vØæ Íæ, ©Uâ·¤è ÁæçÌ ¥æñÚU àæãUÚU vØæ ãñ? ×ãUˆß §â·¤æ ãñU
ç·¤ ØãU âÕ ¥æ° çÎÙ ãUæð ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ ãU×æÚUæ â×æÁ §âð ÚUæð·¤Ùð ×ð´ ¥â×Íü ãñUÐ
¥æÁ âð âæÜ ÂãUÜð âæ×êçãU·¤ ÕÜæˆ·¤æÚU Áñâè ƒæÅUÙæ°¢ àææØÎ ãUè
âéÙÙð ×ð´ ¥æÌè Íè´Ð

Ìæð çÈ¤ÚU §â ¥¢ÌÚUæÜ ×ð´ °ðâæ vØæ ãUæð »Øæ ç·¤ ÚUæÿæâè ÖæßÙæ¥æð´ ·¤æ ©UÎØ ãUæð
»ØæÐ çÂÀUÜè °·¤ ¿æñÍæ§ü àæÌæyÎè ×ð´ Áæð ÂçÚUßÌüÙ ¥æ° ©Uââð ÎæñÜÌ ÕÉ¸Uè
ãñU, ¥æñâÌ ¥æØé ÕÉ¸Uè ãñU, çàæÿææ ¥æñÚU ç¿ç·¤ˆâæ ·¤è âéçßÏæ°¢ ×éãñUØæ ãéU§ü ãñ´U,
¥æñÚU §Ù âÕ ·ð¤ âæÍ ãUè ÕÉ¸Uè ãñU ãU×æÚðU ·é¤ÀU ÙæñÁßæÙæð´ ×ð´ çã¢Uâæ ¥æñÚU ©Ug¢ÇUÌæÐ
¥çÖÖæß·¤ âæð¿Ìð ãñ´U ©UÙ·¤æ Õ“ææ çßlæÜØ Áæ°»æ Ìæð çàæçÿæÌ ¥æñÚU âzØ
ÕÙ Áæ°»æ, Üðç·¤Ù ãU×ðàææ °ðâæ ãUæðÌæ ÙãUè´Ð ãU×æÚðU çßlæÜØæð´ ¥æñÚU
çßàßçßlæÜØæð´ ×ð´ ·é¤ÀU ÀUæ˜æ ÚUæÁÙèçÌ ·¤è ÅþðUçÙ¢» ÜðÙð ÁæÌð ãñ´U ¥æñÚU °ðâð
ÙæñÁßæÙ ßð âÖè ãUÍ·¢¤ÇðU âè¹Ìð ãñ´U Áæð ¥æÁ ·ð¤ ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ Á»Ì ×ð´
Âý¿çÜÌ ãñ´UÐ ÀðUÇ¸UÀUæÇ¸U ¥æñÚU ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ ·¤æ çâÜçâÜæ Öè ßãUè´ âð àæéM¤
ãUæðÌæ ãñUÐ âÕâð ¥çÏ·¤ ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ âãUÙ ·¤ÚUÌè ãñ´U ßð ×çãUÜæ°¢ Áæð ƒæÚU âð
çÙ·¤Ü ·¤ÚU â×æÁ ×ð´ ·é¤ÀU ·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æãUÌè ãñ´UÐ ¥Ùæ¿æÚU ·¤ÚUÙð ßæÜð ãUæðÌð ãñ´U
°ðâð Üæð» Áæð â{Â‹Ù ƒæÚUæð´ âð ¥æÌð ãñ´U, ¥æñÚU çÁÙ·ð¤ ×æÌæ-çÂÌæ ¥ÂÙð ÕðÅðU ·ð¤

25–30

ÖæÚUÌèØ â×æÁ ×ð´ ÕÉ¸UÌæ ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ

Shiv Balak Misra

Shiv Balak Misra writes for Gaon Connection, Uttar Pradesh. He was

awarded for Best Editorial at the Media Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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¥ÂÚUæÏæð´ ·¤æð ÁæÙÌð ãéU° Öè ÂêÚUè Ìæ·¤Ì Ü»æ·¤ÚU ÀéUÇ¸Uæ ÜðÌð ãñ´UÐ ãU×æÚUè ÂéçÜâ
¿æãðU â{Âóæ ÂçÚUßæÚUæð´ ·ð¤ ÎÕæß ×ð´ Øæ çÈ¤ÚU ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ ·¤æð »¢ÖèÚU ¥ÂÚUæÏ Ù
×æÙÌð ãéU° ¥ÎæÜÌæð´ ×ð´ »éÙãU»æÚUæð´ ·¤æð âÊææ ÙãUè´ çÎÜæ ÂæÌèÐ ·¤Öè ·¤ÖæÚU
SßØ¢ ÂéçÜâ ÂÚU ãUè ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ ·ð¤ ¥æÚUæðÂ Ü»Ìð ÚUãUÌð ãñ´Ð

â×æÁ ·ð¤ ·é¤ÀU Üæð»æð´ ·¤æ âæð¿Ùæ ãñU ç·¤ »ñ´»ÚðUÂ Áñâð ¥ÂÚUæçÏØæð´ ·¤æð È¤æ¢âè
ÂÚU ÜÅ·¤æ ÎðÙæ ¿æçãU°, ·é¤ÀU ·¤æ ×æÙÙæ ãñU °ðâð Üæð»æð´ ·¤æð ÙÂé¢â·¤ ÕÙæ·¤ÚU
ÀUæðÇ¸U ÎðÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð ØãU â¿ ãñU ç·¤ Îâ-Õèâ Üæð»æð´ ·¤æð È¤æ¢âè ÂÚU ÜÅ·¤æÙð âð
·é¤ÀU ÇUÚU Ìæð ÂñÎæ ãUæð»æ, Üðç·¤Ù ¥ÂÚUæÏ L¤·¤ Áæ°¢»ð, ·¤ãUÙæ ·¤çÆUÙ ãñUÐ
çßçÖ‹Ù Îðàææð´ ·¤è ¥ÂÙè ÃØßSÍæ°¢ ¥æñÚU âæð¿ ãñ´UÐ §SÜæç×·¤ Îðàææð´ ×ð´ âwÌ
âð âw¸Ì ·¤æÙêÙ Âý¿çÜÌ ãñ´UÐ §â·ð¤ çßÂÚUèÌ §Ù Îðàææð´ ×ð´ Áƒæ‹Ø ¥ÂÚUæÏè ·¤æð
¥»ÚU âéÏÚUÙð ·¤æ ×æñ·¤æ çÎØæ Öè ÁæÌæ ãñU Ìæð ©âð ÕðÙ·¤æÕ ç·¤Øæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ
ãU×æÚðU â×æÁ ×ð´ ÎæðçáØæð´ ·¤è ÂãU¿æÙ Ì·¤ ·¤Öè ·¤ÖæÚU ãUè âæ×Ùð ¥æÌè ãñ,
çÁÙ×ð´ â{Â‹Ù Üæð»æð´ ·¤è ÕãéUÌæØÌ ÚUãUÌè ãñUÐ ç¿¢Ìæ ·¤æ çßáØ ãñ ç·¤ çÁÙ
ÂçÚUßæÚUæð´ ×ð´ ÎæñÜÌ ãñU, ß¿üSß ãñU ¥æñÚU â×æÁ ·¤æð âéÏæÚUÙð ·¤æ ÎæçØˆß ãñU, ßð
ãUè ¥ÂÙð Õ“ææð´ ÂÚU §ÌÙæ Öè ŠØæÙ ÙãUè´ Îð ÂæÌð ç·¤ ©UÙ·¤è â¢»Ì ç·¤Ù·ð¤ âæÍ
ãñU, ßð ÂÉ¸UÌð Øæ Îð¹Ìð vØæ ãñ´U? °ðâð ÂçÚUßæÚUæð´ ¤Õ“æð ÕéÚUè â¢»Ì ×ð´ ÂÇ¸U·¤ÚU
¥ÂÚUæÏè ÕÙ â·¤Ìð ãñ´UÐ Îæðá ÙæñÁßæÙæð´ ·¤æ ·¤æ× ÂÚU‹Ìé ¥çÖÖæß·¤æð´ ·¤æ
¥çÏ·¤ ãñÐ ÂçÚU‡ææ× ØãU ãñU ç·¤ ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ àæãUÚUè Øéßæ¥æð´ ×ð´ »æ¡ßæð´ ·¤è ¥Âðÿææ
ÚUUæÿæâè Âýßëç}æØæ¢ ÕãéUÌ ÌðÁè âð ÕÉ¸ ÚUãUè´ ãñ´UÐ

ÂéçÜâ ·¤æð ¥ÂÚUæçÏØæð´ ·¤è ÂêÚUè ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ¥æßàØ ÚUãUÌè ãUæð»èÐ ©Uâè ¥æÏæÚU
ÂÚU ¥ÂÚUæÏè Â·¤Çð¸U ÁæÌð ãñ´U, ÂéçÜâ ·¤è ç»ÚUâÌ ×ð´ ¥æÙð ·ð¤ ÕæÎ Öè ¥æç¹ÚU
vØæ ·¤æÚU‡æ ãñU ç·¤ ÎæðçáØæð´ ·¤æð âÁæ ÙãUè´ ç×Ü ÂæÌèÐ vØæ ÂéçÜâ ÂêÚUè
ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ¥ÎæÜÌæð´ ×ð´ Âðàæ ·¤ÚUÙð ×ð´ ¥â×Íü ãUæðÌè ãñU Øæ ãU×æÚðU ·¤æÙêÙ ãUè
Ü¿ÚU ãñ´UÐ ¥ÂÚUæçÏØæð´ ·¤æð âæÏæÚU‡æ âÁæ Öè ·é¤ÀU ãUè ×æ×Üæð´ ×ð´ ç×Ü ÂæÌè ãñU,
È¤æ¢âè ¥æçÎ ·¤è ÕæÌ ·¤æñÙ ·¤ãðUÐ

ÖæÚUÌèØ â×æÁ ×ð´ ÕÉ¸UÌæ ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ
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ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ ÚUæCïþUèØ ¿ðÌÙæ ÂãUÜ ·¤Öè §ÌÙð ÃØæÂ·¤ ¥æ‹ÎæðÜÙ
×ð´ ÙãUè´ ÕÎÜèÐ ¥Õ Üæ»æð´ Ùð â×Ûæ çÜØæ ãñU ç·¤ ÚUæÿæâ ¥æÎÌð´ ÌðÁè âð ÌÕ
ÕÉ¸UÌè ãñ´U ÁÕ ¥ÂÚUæçÏØæð´ ·ð¤ çÜ° ¥ÂÚUæÏ ·¤ÚU·ð¤ Õ¿ çÙ·¤ÜÙæ âÚUÜ ãUæðÌæ
ãñUÐ ¥×ðçÚU·¤æ Áñâð Îðàææð´ ×ð´ ÁãUæ¢ ÂÚUç×çâß âæðâæØÅUè ãñU ¥ÍæüÌ ÜÇ¸·ð¤,
ÜÇ¸ç·¤Øæð´ ·ð¤ ç×ÜÙð-ÁéÜÙð ·¤è ¥æÁæÎè ãñU, ßãUæ¢ Öè ØæñÙ ©UˆÂèÇ¸UÙ ·¤ÚUÙð
ÂæÜæð´ ·ð¤ ÚUçÁSÅUÚU ÕÙð ãñ´U, ¥æÂ ©UÙ×ð´¤ Ùæ×, ÂÌæ ¥æçÎ §¢ÅUÚUÙðÅU ÂÚU Îð¹ â·¤Ìð
ãñ´UÐ ÂÚU‹Ìé ãU×æÚUè ÃØßSÍæ ×ð´ â×æÁ Ùð ÚUÿææˆ×·¤ L¤¹ ¥ÂÙæÌð ãéU° ×çãUÜæ¥æð´
·¤æð ÂÎðü ×ð´ ÇUæÜ çÎØæ ¥æñÚU ƒæÚU âð çÙ·¤ÜÙæ Õ‹Î ·¤ÚU çÎØæ ¥Íßæ ÕæÜ
çßßæãU ·¤ÚU çÎØæÐ §ââð ·¤æ× ÙãUè´ ¿Üð»æÐ ÚUæÿæâè ×æÙçâ·¤Ìæ ·ð¤ çß·¤æâ
·ð¤ ·¤§ü SÌÚU ãñ´U, ¥æñÚU ©Uâ·ð¤ ©UU‹×êÜÙ ·ð¤ çÜ° Õ“ææð´ ·ð¤ ¥çÖÖæß·¤,
çßlæÜØæð´ ·ð¤ Âýàææâ·¤, Îðàæ ·ð¤ ÚUæÁÙðÌæ, çÈ¤Ë× çÙ×æüÌæ¥æð´ ¥æñÚU ÂéçÜâ ·¤æð
¥ÂÙè-¥ÂÙè çÁ{×ðÎæÚUè çÙÖæÙè ãUæð»èÐ ¥ÎæÜÌð´ ÌÖè ¥ÂÙæ ·¤æ× ·¤ÚU
Âæ°¢»è ¥æñÚU ¥ÂÚUæçÏØæð´ ÂÚU ¥¢·é¤àæ Ü» â·ð¤»æÐ

Journalist Shiv Balak Mishra receiving the Award from Singer Sunita Rao at the National LMA, 2012-13.
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' 'ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ ne Meyohe´³eesie ©peJet³ee!

September 14, 2012

oj peveieCevesle 0 les 6 Je³eesieìeleerue cegueeR®eer mebK³ee keÀceer nesle nesle leer 2011

ceO³es oj npeej ceguei³eebceeies 914 SJe{er Keeueer Deeueer Deens. pegveer yegjmeìuesueer

efhele=meÊeekeÀ efJe®eejmejCeer DeeefCe DeeOegefvekeÀ leb$e%eevee®ee iewjJeehej ³eeletve ner iebYeerj

meeceeefpekeÀ mJeemL³ee®eer mecem³ee le³eej Peeueer Deens. keÀceer nesCee´³ee cegueeR®³ee

he´ceeCeekeÀ[s ue#e JesOeC³eemeeþer `m$eerYe=CenÊ³ee' ne ®egkeÀer®ee Meyo meje&me Jeehejuee

peelees. lees De³eesi³e keÀe Deens les he´Lece heeng³ee.

m$eerYe=CenÊ³ee ne Meyo m$eer, Ye=Ce DeeefCe nÊ³ee ³ee leerve Meyoeb®³ee pees[Ceerletve le³eej

Peeuee Deens. l³eeleerue nÊ³ee ne GheMeyo iebYeerj meeceeefpekeÀ he´Mveeuee mevemeveeìer

yeveefJelees. nÊ³esuee keÀesCeer lejer peyeeyeoej Demelees/ Demeles. ³ee nl³esuee keÀesCe

peyeeyeoej, ³ee®es GÊej DeMeehe´keÀjCeeleerue [e@keÌìme&, kegÀìgbyeer³e DeeefCe m$eer Demes

Demeues lejer ³eeceO³es he´eOeev³eeves m$eer peyeeyeoej Deens Demes metef®ele kesÀues peeles.

he´l³e#eele ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ermeeþer ieYee&j m$eerJej veevee he´keÀejs oyeeJe DeeCeues peeleele.

keÀener JesUe m$eerosKeerue ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ermeeþer keÀmeueener keÀewìgbefyekeÀ oyeeJe vemeleevee

le³eej nesles. DeMee eqm$e³eebveer meceeveles®³ee cetu³eeb®³ee SsJepeer heg©<ehe´Oeeve cetu³es

mJeerkeÀejuesueer Demeleele. yengleskeÀ JesUer m$eer heg©<ehe´Oeeveles®eer yeUer Demeles.

^ ^
^ ^

^ ^
^ ^

This article in Marathi touches on how the movement against 'pre-birth sex

selection' should not affect a woman's lawful right to abortion and why the

words 'female foeticide'should be replaced by 'pre-birth sex selection'as the

usage of the former hampers a woman's right to terminate her pregnancy, etc.

The author has analysed this issue from a right's perspective.

Aruna Burte, Divya Marathi

Aruna Burte is a feminist activist and has been consistently writing

on gender issues. She was awarded for Consistent Engagement with

Gender Issues at the Media and Advertising Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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Deejesi³emesJes®³ee J³eJemLesle leer [e@keÌìjeb®³ee leguevesle meJee&le Keeue®³ee hee³ejerJej

Demeles. lejerner efleuee®e ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ermeeþer peyeeyeoej Oeªve iebYeerj iegbleeiegbleer®³ee

he´Mveeuee meeshes GÊej osC³ee®eer Je=Êeer Jee{erme ueeieles.

m$eerYe=CenÊ³ee ³ee pees[Meyoe®³ee JeehejecegUs efJe®eej ®egkeÀer®³ee ceeiee&ves YejkeÀìleele.

GoenjCeeLe&, ieYe&eEueieefveJe[er®³ee he´keÀjCeeuee ceveg<³e JeOee®es HeÀewpeoejer keÀuece 302

ueeJeeJes, Demes peenerj efJeOeeve DeefOekeÀejheoeJejerue J³eÊeÀer keÀjleele. nÊ³ee

jesKeC³eemeeþer he´l³eskeÀ ieYe&heelee®eer veeWoCeer JneJeer DeeefCe DeYe&keÀe®es HeÀesìes keÀe{tve

þsJeeJesle; ieYe&heelee®³ee keÀe³eÐeele yeoue keÀjeJesle; mee³eueWì Dee@yePejJej yemeJeeJesle

³eemeejKes Flej Ghee³e meg®eefJeues peeleele. ieYe&heelee®ee DeefOekeÀej DeefOekeÀ ce³ee&efole

keÀjeJee- cnCepes 20 DeeþJe[îeeb®³ee SsJepeer 10 DeeþJe[îeeb®³ee Deeleerue ieYe&heele

JewOe keÀjeJee, Demes Deejesi³eceb$eer cnCeleele! megjef#ele ieYe&heele mesJee ne m$eer®³ee he´peveve

nkeÌkeÀehewkeÀer SkeÀ cenlJee®ee nkeÌkeÀ Deens. 1971 ®³ee JewÐekeÀer³e ieYe&heele keÀe³eÐeeves

lees efceUeuee Deens. m$eerYe=CenÊ³ee ³ee Meyo JeehejecegUs ieYe&heele efJejesOeer JeeleeJejCe

le³eej nesles. l³eecegUs efJeefMeä DeìerKeeueer m$eeruee Demeuesu³ee ieYe&heelee®³ee

DeefOekeÀejeJej ieoe ³esles DeeefCe íghesheCeeves ieYe&heele nesC³eeuee he´eslmeenve efceUles.

heefjCeeceer OeeskeÀeoe³ekeÀ ieYee&heeleeheemetve nesCee´³ee $eemeele DeeefCe cejCeele DemebK³e

eqm$e³ee {keÀueu³ee peeleerue.

cegueer veenerMee nesle Deensle, keÀejCe l³ee Deepe vekeÀesM³ee Deensle. l³eeceeies meeceeefpekeÀ,

meebmke=ÀeflekeÀ, Deee|LekeÀ DeeefCe jepekeÀer³e keÀejCes Deensle.

m$eerYe=CenÊ³ee ³ee Meyoeletve efhele=meÊeekeÀles®³ee ³ee

^ ^

^ ^

^ ^

^ ^

fó;kaojhy vR;kpkjkaekxs

vlrs óh iq:"kkaP;k eukarhy fi<Ókukfi<Ók okgr vkysyh iq:"klRrkdrk

tehutqeyk ?kj vkf.k laiRrh loZlk/kkj.ki.ks iq:"kkP;k ukokUks vlrs

yXukuarj óh irhps uko vkMuko ykors yXukr eqyxh dU;knku d:u

fnyh tkrs JefoHkkx.kh fyaxk/kkfjr vlrs gh fir`lrsph egRokph

y{k.ks fir`lrsps gs vk/kkj tk.khoiwoZd u"V dsys rjp leU;k;h O;oLFkk

fuekZ.k djrk ;sbZYk

- .

.

/ .

“ “ . .

.

.

fó;kaojhy vR;kpkjkaekxs

vlrs óh iq:"kkaP;k eukarhy fi<Ókukfi<Ók okgr vkysyh iq:"klRrkdrk

tehutqeyk ?kj vkf.k laiRrh loZlk/kkj.ki.ks iq:"kkP;k ukokUks vlrs

yXukuarj óh irhps uko vkMuko ykors yXukr eqyxh dU;knku d:u

fnyh tkrs JefoHkkx.kh fyaxk/kkfjr vlrs gh fir`lrsph egRokph

y{k.ks fir`lrsps gs vk/kkj tk.khoiwoZd u"V dsys rjp leU;k;h O;oLFkk

fuekZ.k djrk ;sbZYk
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.
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JeemleJeeheemetve ogmejerkeÀ[s ue#e JeUles. ³ee Gueì, ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ ne Meyo

heg©<ehe´OeeveleskeÀ[s mejU yeesì oeKeefJelees.

³ee meboYee&le heermeerheerSve[erìer cnCepes®e 2003 ®ee ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ he´efleyebOe

keÀe³eoe keÀe³e meebielees lesner heent:

ieYe&OeejCeshetJeea ieYe&eEueie efveJe[ keÀjCes cnCepes®e lees cegueer®ee keÀe ceguee®ee les þjJeCes,

heesìeleu³ee ieYee&®es eEueie leheemeCes,

ieYee&®es eEueie keÀe³e Deens les meebieCes

ne iegvne Deens.

ieYe&eEueieefveoeve Je veblej m$eereEueieer ieYe&heele DeeefCe ieYe&OeejCeshetJeea ieYe&eEueieefveJe[

³ee ieesäer HeÀÊeÀ [e@keÌìj keÀª MekeÀleele. ³eeleerue ieYe&OeejCeshetJeea ieYe&eEueieefveJe[ meO³ee

Deleer Þeercebleebvee®e hejJe[t MekeÀles. vepeerkeÀ®³ee keÀeUele leer mesJee mJemle nesT MekesÀue

DeeefCe meeceev³eebveener hejJe[t MekesÀue! mesJee keÀesCeleerner Demeueer lejer leer hegjefJeCee´³ee

[e@keÌìjebveer vekeÀej efouee lej DeeOegefvekeÀ leb$e%eevee®ee iewjJeehej LeebyeJeCes menpe MekeÌ³e

Deens. heCe ner ieesä MeemekeÀer³e DeeefCe jepekeÀer³e F®íeMeÊeÀer vemeu³eeves nesle veener. peer

he´keÀjCes GIe[keÀerme Deeueer Deensle, l³eeJej efJeveeefJeuebye keÀejJeeF& nesCes DeeJeM³ekeÀ

Deens. ³eemeeþer Meemeveeyejesyej Fbef[³eve ces[erkeÀue keÀeweqvmeuevesner heg{ekeÀej I³ee³euee

heeefnpes. lej®e Jesieeves {emeUCeejer Keepeieer JewÐekeÀer³e mesJes®eer J³eeJemeeF&keÀ veerleerceÊee

LeesheefJelee ³esF&ue. keÀe³eosMeerj keÀejJeeF& ne leeye[leesyeer®ee Ghee³e Deens.

lemes®e he´peveve meboYee&leerue Deejesi³e mesJee eqm$e³eebvee veekeÀeju³ee peeCeej veenerle,

³eekeÀ[s leeye[leesyeerves hegjsmes ue#e Ðee³euee nJes. 2003 ®³ee keÀe³eÐeeKeeueer

Deuì^emeesveesie´eHeÀer ceMeerve JeehejC³eeJej keÀener efve³ece yebOevekeÀejkeÀ kesÀues Deensle. pemes,

ceeefMeve®eer veeWoCeer keÀjCes DeeefCe leheemeCeer®es jskeÀe@[& þsJeCes Fl³eeoer. ner yebOeves

ìeUC³eemeeþer Keepeieerle keÀebner [e@keÌìme& meesveesie´eHeÀer DeeefCe ieYe&heelee®eer mesJee

osC³eeheemetve otj jenC³ee®ee efveCe&³e IesTle, DeMeer oceoeìer keÀjleele. Yeejleele 80

ìkeÌkesÀ JewÐekeÀer³e mesJee Keepeieer DeeefCe HeÀÊeÀ 20 ìkeÌkesÀ mejkeÀejer #es$eele Deens.

^ ^

^ ^ ^ ^

•

•

•

fó;kaojhy vR;kpkjkaekxs

vlrs óh iq:"kkaP;k eukarhy fi<Ókukfi<Ók okgr vkysyh iq:"klRrkdrk

tehutqeyk ?kj vkf.k laiRrh loZlk/kkj.ki.ks iq:"kkP;k ukokUks vlrs

yXukuarj óh irhps uko vkMuko ykors yXukr eqyxh dU;knku d:u

fnyh tkrs JefoHkkx.kh fyaxk/kkfjr vlrs gh fir`lrsph egRokph

y{k.ks fir`lrsps gs vk/kkj tk.khoiwoZd u"V dsys rjp leU;k;h O;oLFkk

fuekZ.k djrk ;sbZYk
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Keepeieer #es$eeJej keÀesCeles®e efve³eb$eCe veener. l³eecegUs meeceev³e eqm$e³ee Deejesi³ee®³ee

DemebK³e he´MveeJej GhekeÀejkeÀ meesveesie´eHeÀer®³ee mesJesheemetve Jebef®ele jenleerue. Demes Peeues
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peeleheb®ee³eleer®³ee efJejesOeelener hegkeÀejues yeb[

March 18, 2013

peeleermeeþer ceeleer KeeJeer Demes Deepener cnìues peeles heCe leer peele®e SKeeÐee®³ee

cegUeJej Gþueer lej l³eeves heene³e®es lejer kegÀCeekeÀ[ s l³eelener SKeeoer cegueieer efMe#eCe

Iesles Deens cnCetve efleuee DeeefCe efle®³ee kegÀìgbyeeuee®e yeefn<ke=Àle kesÀues lej DeMee kegÀìgbyeeves

pee³e®es keÀesCeekeÀ[s ³ee heefjeqmLeleerlener keÀesunehetj efpeu¿eeleerue F®euekeÀjbpeerleerue

ieesmeeJeer meceepeeleerue SkeÀe le©Ceerves peeleerefJeªOo yeb[ hegkeÀejues DeeefCe G®®e efMe#eCe

IesC³eemeeþer peeleheb®ee³eleer®³ee efJejesOeele peeTve efleves veJe´³eeueener mees[ef®eÇer efoueer

peeleheb®ee³eleerves þesþeJeuesuee ueeKe ©he³eeb®ee ob[ner efle®³ee kegÀìgbyeer³eeves Yejuee DeeefCe

J³eJemLesefJeªOo þeceheCes GYes jeefnues

De®e&vee ieesmeeJeer veeJe yeoueues Deens ner ieesmeeJeer meceepeeleerue le©Ceer ³ee meceepeele

Deepener yeeueefJeJeene®eer he´Lee heeUueer peeles De®e&vee®es ueive Je³ee®³ee meeleJ³ee Je<eea

pe³eeEmeiehetj®³ee cegueeMeer þjues cee$e ueive De®e&vee®³ee efJemeeJ³ee Je<eea keÀener

ceefnv³eebhetJeea Peeues l³eeJesUer leer yeerS®eSceSme ®³ee ogme´³ee Je<ee&le nesleer heg{s

efMekeÀe³euee mebOeer efceUeueer lej®e ueiveeuee le³eej Demeu³ee®es efleves meebefieleues nesles

efle®eer ner Deì ceev³e keÀjC³eele Deeueer nesleer leLeeefhe ueiveeveblej efle®³ee meemej®³ee
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This feature in Marathi by Jahnavi Sarate which appeared in the Maharashtra

Times is on how the Jat Panchayat was opposing a girl's education after

marriage and how the girl was even ready to divorce her husband in order to

pursue her education. Her consistent writing had its impact with the Jat

Panchayat actually withdrawing their opposition and accepting the girl's

right to education.

Jahnavi Sarate, Maharashtra Times

Jahnavi Sarate writes for the Maharashtra Times, Kolhapur. She won

the award for Best News Feature at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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ceb[UeRkeÀ[tve pee®e megª Peeuee efleuee efMe#eCe Ieslee ³esCeej veener Demesner megveeJeC³eele

Deeues cee$e De®e&vee efveCe&³eeJej þece jeefnueer

leer ceensjer Deeueer DeeefCe hegvne keÀe@uespeuee peeT ueeieueer ogme´³ee yeepetuee meemej®³ee

ceb[UeRveer efle®³eeefJejesOeele peeleheb®ee³eleerkeÀ[s le¬eÀej kesÀueer l³eeveblej heb®ee³eleer®ee

efveJee[e Peeuee leesner De®e&veeuee neojJetve ìekeÀCeeje®e neslee Deece®³ee peeleerleerue

cegueeRvee efMekeÀe³euee yeboer Deens leguee efMekeÀe³e®es Demesue lej keÀe[ercees[ os DeeefCe SkeÀ

ueeKe ©he³eeb®ee ob[ner Yej lees ve Yeju³eeme legP³ee DeeF&®es cegb[ve keÀªve efle®eer

meceepeele eEOe[ keÀe{ueer peeF&ue Demee FMeeje efleuee osC³eele Deeuee DeMeer ceeefnleer

De®e&vee®es veelesJeeF&keÀ DeeefCe efMe#ekeÀ Demeuesues DeMeeskeÀ peeOeJe ³eebveer ceìe Meer

yeesueleevee efoueer

ob[ Yejshe³e¥le efle®³ee kegÀìgbyeer³eeuee yeefn<ke=Àle keÀjC³eele Deeues ³ee heefjeqmLeleerle

De®e&vee®es kegÀìgbyeer³e efle®³ee heeþerMeer jeefnues Yebieej J³eJemee³e keÀjCeejs Je[erue DeeefCe

efle®³ee Deepeesyeebveer keÀener Yeej G®euele ne ueeKee®ee ob[ Yejuee DeeefCe De®e&vee®eer ³ee

yebOeveeletve cegÊeÀlee kesÀueer

ueive kesÀues lejerner efMe#eCe megª þsJee³e®es nesles cee$e peeleheb®ee³eleerves Dee[keÀeþer

Ieeleu³eeves DeKesj ob[ Yeªve mees[ef®eÇer osle efMe#eCee®ee ceeie& ceeskeÀUe kesÀuee

De®e&vee ieesmeeJeer
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DeeefKej legce efoveYej keÀjleer keÌ³ee nes ?
October 19, 2011

megyen ®eej keÀe Deueece& ueiee efo³ee nw.. í: yepes Meevet keÀer keÀeseE®eie keÀe mhesMeue

mesMeve nw... GþkeÀj GmekeÀe veeMlee, efìefHeÀve lew³eej keÀjves Deewj Gmes GþekeÀj Yespeles-

Yespeles heeB®e-meJee heeB®e lees yepe ner peeSBies.. GmekesÀ yeeo meyekeÀe ®ee³e-veeMlee,

FvekeÀe efìefHeÀve, oeshenj keÀe Keevee, keÀheæ[s Deewj neB.. Deepe cemeeues Yeer Kejero keÀj

ueevee nw Deewj efyepeueer keÀe efyeue Yeer Yejvee nw..~ ³es lees megyen kesÀ ieS Meece keÀes ner

LekesÀ-ceeBos ueewìWies.. Kewj.. ®euees! Deepe efoveYej keÀe keÀece lees Kelce ngDee~ jele keÀe

Keevee, GmekesÀ yeeo petþs yele&ve Deewj yeekeÀer meeje hemeeje mecesìe.. Meevet Deewj FvekesÀ

efueS yeeoece ieuee otB..DeeefKej Fleveer cesnvele keÀjles nQ..Dejs iesì hej leeuee Yeer ueieevee

nw..~ helee veneR keÌ³eeW megyen mes heerþ ceW Leesæ[e oo& nw..Yeeieoewæ[ ceW O³eeve ner veneR jne..~

osKeleer ntB Deiej ³es peeie jns neWies lees Leesæ[e DeeFvceWì ueieeves keÀes keÀntBieer.. megvees..

Leesæ[e mee ceuence ueiee oesies heerþ hej.. yengle oo& keÀj jner nw.. (helee veneR mJej

o³eveer³e Deewj keÀelej keÌ³eeW nes peelee nw, Ssmee keÀnles ngS).. no nw ³eej..SkeÀ lees

Dee@efHeÀme ceW ceiepe he®ee keÀj DeeDees efHeÀj jemles keÀe ì^wefHeÀkeÀ Deewj Deye legce efmej hej

Keæ[er nes~ ³eneB lees efoveYej yeove oo& keÀjlee jnlee nw, nce O³eeve ner veneR osles..LekeÀ

peeles nQ ³eej.. legcneje keÌ³ee nw, efoveYej Iej ceW ner jnleer nes, Deejece Yeer keÀj mekeÀleer

nes..Jewmes Deewj keÀece ner keÌ³ee neslee nw efoveYej

yepes
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The article raises the issue of how work done by women, whether at home or

outside, is rarely acknowledged and often belittled. The double burden

which working women face is also mentioned. The author has written this in

a lighter vein keeping the urban and rural difference in perspective.

Swati Sharma Shaiwal

Swati Sharma Shaiwal has been writing on gender issues

consistently. This article appeared in Naidunia Media Ltd., Madhya

Pradesh. She won the award for the Best Feature at the Media

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Northern Region.
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Deepe jele keÀes nes mekesÀiee lees peuoer mees peeTBieer..keÀue Dee@efHeÀme ceW he´spesvìsMeve nw~

Meg¬eÀ nw efkeÀ cesjs keÀece Deewj ueieve keÀer keÀê nw Jejvee keÀneB efkeÀmeer keÀce Gce´ J³eefÊeÀ keÀes

Fme he´spesvìsMeve kesÀ efueS ®egvee peelee nw~ ceereEìie ªce mes efvekeÀueles ner keÀne Lee MegkeÌuee

peer ves- YeF& Deewjles nQ..FvekeÀer mhesMeue eqmkeÀume (Deewj neLeeW mes ceskeÀDehe keÀjves keÀe

mee FMeeje keÀjles ngS) kesÀ meeceves Deheves ìwueWì keÀer keÀê ner keÀneB nesieer... ~ Kewj...

cegPes Fme lejn kesÀ keÀceWìdme mes HeÀke&À veneR heæ[lee..~ ®euees De®íe ngDee ³es Yeer Iej hej

nQ- megvees.. keÌ³ee Deepe legcnejs neLe keÀer ®ee³e heerves keÀes efceuesieer... Deewj neB, Deepe

Keevee Yeer keÀneR mes hewkeÀ keÀjJee keÀj ues DeeDees vee ! Dee@efHeÀme ceW keÀue SkeÀ Fchee@jìWì

he´spesvìsMeve nw Deewj GmekeÀer efpeccesoejer cegPes meeQheer ieF& nw (keÀnles-keÀnles ner DeeBKeeW ceW

®ecekeÀ meer Dee ieF&..Deewj efjceeke&À keÀer ¢eqä mes FvekeÀer lejHeÀ osKee) ìt nsue efJeLe

³eesj he´spesvìsMeve ³eej...Jewmes Yeer legcnejer he´spesvìsMeve ceW nesiee keÌ³ee meeQhe efo³ee nesiee

keÀesF& keÀe@heer-hesmì ìeF&he keÀe mee@HeÌì keÀece~ cegPes lees keÀue Jecee& mes Yeer efveheìvee

nw..meeuee, yee@me keÀes Fbhe´sme keÀjves kesÀ efueS nj lejn keÀe cekeÌKeve ceej jne nw..~ legce

Deheves efueS keÀj uees yeenj mes kegÀí Dee@[&j..Deewj neB, cesjs efueS lees oeue-®eeJeue,

meypeer-jesìer ner yeveevee...Dee@efHeÀme ceW DeeTìmeeF[ HetÀ[ Jewmes ner yengle nes peelee nw~

Jewmes Yeer... efoveYej Dee@efHeÀme ceW yewþkeÀj iee@efmehe ner lees keÀjleer nes legce ueesie Deewj

keÀjleer keÌ³ee ness!

meesuen vebyej Jeeueer yeeF& kesÀ ³eneB Deepe heeuìer Leer.. ~ megyen mes yele&ve Deewj Peeæ[è-

heeWís kesÀ DeueeJee meypeer megOeejves kesÀ meeLe jmeesF& kesÀ Yeer keÀece hekeÀæ[e efoS..yeer®e ceW

leerve yeej yeepeej Yeer Yeiee³ee~ heve ®euees.. Deepe Keeves keÀes yengle meejer ®eerpeW efceueer nQ~

megyes mes YetKe ueieer Leer..Deye Iej peekesÀ Deejece mes meyekesÀ meeLe yewþ kesÀ KeeTBieer~

Dejs..Jeen..®eervet kesÀ hehhee Yeer Dee ieS~ De®íe ngDee pees legce ìwce hes Dee ieS~

Deepe meesuen vebyej Jeeueer yeeF& kesÀ ³eneB mes yengle kegÀí efceuee nw..®eervet let Yeer Dee.. Dee

pee.. mee|ceuee yesìe..~ peesj keÀer YetKe ueieer nww.. megyes mes kegÀí veer Kee³ee~ neLe-hewj Yeer

ojo keÀj jS nQ~ Dee ne.. DeeF& yeæ[er cenejeveer~ yeesue lees Ssmes jF& nw pewmes heneæ[

leesæ[ kesÀ DeeF& nw~ ³eneB lees megyees mes Meece lekeÀ cepetjer keÀe keÀece keÀjes~ Thej mes efmejHeÀ
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SkeÀ ìwce keÀe Keevee hekeÀe kesÀ hekeÀæ[e osleer nw~ Deewj let yebieues ceW cemle þb[er nJee ceW yewþ

kesÀ ®eej yele&ve ceeBpe kesÀ LekeÀ peeleer nw... Deewj keÀjleer keÌ³ee nw efoveYej ®eue Keermee

{eruee keÀj keÀueeueer peeves keÀe ìwce nes ie³ee~ Deheveer eEpeoieer ceW lees JeesF& oJee efueKeer

nw, heerkesÀ meejs ojo otj keÀjves keÀer keÀesefMeMe keÀjWies..lesjer lejn jesvee Leesæ[s ner vee jes

mekeÀles nQ~

Deepe efHeÀj Iej ceW heeìea nw~ ³es yeæ[s ueesieeW kesÀ ®eeW®eues heeueles ngS keÀF& yeej ceve

keÀæ[Jee mee nes ie³ee nw~ Gmehej efoveYej keÀYeer HeÀueeB keÀes Fbhe´sme keÀjves kesÀ efueS ef[vej nw

lees keÀYeer ve³ee Kejeroe ie³ee yesMekeÀerceleer keÀeueerve efoKeeves kesÀ efueS ner neF& ìer jKe

ueer peeleer nw~ keÀnves keÀes veewkeÀj-®eekeÀj nQ uesefkeÀve GvekeÀes Yeer osKevee lees heæ[lee nw~

efHeÀj Flevee yeæ[e Iej.. nj keÀcejs keÀer mepeeJeì Deewj ceWìsveWme... hetje efove Yeer keÀce

heæ[lee nw...~ efkeÀleveer yeej keÀne nw ³eej.. ³es efmeuJej keÀuej kesÀ Jeeme ceW Dee@jWpe

HetÀue cele mepee³ee keÀjes..~ legce ceeueer kesÀ meeLe Leesæ[e mece³e veneR os mekeÀleeR keÌ³ee helee

veneR keÌ³ee he´e@yuece nw~ Fleves meejs veewkeÀj Deewj Fleveer meejer megefJeOeeSB.. meye os jKee nw

efHeÀj Yeer helee veneR efoveYej keÌ³ee keÀjleer jnleer nes
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keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ veJns mJe®ílee J³eJemLeehekeÀ.. !
August 18, 2011

Yeep³eeb®es osþ, Gjuebmegjueb DeVe DeeefCe kesÀmeeb®eer iegbleJeU FlekeÌ³eehegjleb keÀ®e-³ee®eb

mJeªhe Deelee ce³ee&efole jeefnuesueb veener. keÀeUeyejesyej ³ee keÀ®e-³ee®eb mJeªhener

yeouele iesueb Deens. yeepeejeletve efJekeÀle DeeCeuesueer Jemlet l³ee®³ee ®ekeÀ®ekeÀerle

Jesäveeletve keÀe{tve les Jesäve Deeheu³ee ¢äerveb efve©he³eesieer Demeu³eeveb les DeeheCe Deieoer

menpe keÀ®e-³eele HesÀketÀve oslees. keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀjCee´³ee ceefnuee DeMeer Jesäveb ieesUe

keÀjleele. oejesoejer efHeÀªve ieesUe kesÀuesu³ee JesäveebJej efjmee³eefkeÀueie keÀjC³ee®³ee

he´ef¬eÀ³esle heeþJeC³eemeeþer ³ee ceefnuee Del³eble cenÊJee®eer YetefcekeÀe yepeeJele Demeleele.

Gvneleevnele heeJemeeheeC³eele YeìketÀve keÀ®eje Jes®eCee-³ee keÀäkeÀjer ceefnueebcegUs

cegbyeF&meejK³ee ceneveiejebceOeerue keÀ®ejeJ³eJemLeeheve megueYe Peeueb Deens. heCe l³eeb®³ee

³ee keÀecee®eer oKeue cee$e keÀesCel³ee®e heeleUerJej Iesleueer peele veener.

hee³eele legìkeÌ³ee ®eheuee, IeeCeercegUb keÀeUbkegÀÆ Peeuesueb Debie, heeþerJej heeslebYej DeesPeb,

keÀ®ejekegbÀ[erleerue Jemlet MeesOeC³eemeeþer neleele DemeCeejer keÀeþer DeMee DeJeleejeleu³ee

keÀeieo, keÀe®e Je he$³eemeeþer efoJemeYej JeCeJeCe keÀjCee´³ee yee³ee meieUerkeÀ[b efomele

The story in Marathi talks about the plight of women waste-pickers in

Mumbai; their working condition and health problems. Waste-picking is a

caste and gender-based activity of the urban poor. These women work in

unhygienic conditions and are socially marginalized. Their role in keeping

the city clean is often overlooked by the people. Their efforts at getting

together to form a group through NGOs working in some suburbs in Mumbai

has been taken note of by the Government and efforts are being made to

improve their lot.

Amita Bade, Prahaar

Amita Bade has been writing a regular column “Mahila” for many

years now. She writes about the diverse aspects of the lives of women

and the problems faced by them. She works with Prahaar. She won

the award for the Best Column at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.
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Demeleele. l³eeb®³eekeÀ[b veekeÀ cegj[tve heenele®e heg{b peeC³ee®eer he´Je=Êeer efomeles. ueeskeÀebveer

HesÀketÀve efouesuee keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀªve l³eeJej GojefveJee&n keÀjCee-³ee ³ee ceefnueeb®eer

melele DeJensuevee nesle Demeles.

DeeheCe meejspeCe pesJne meeKejPeeshesle Demelees lesJne ³ee keÀäkeÀjer ceefnueeb®ee efoJeme megª

neslees. keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀjCee-³ee ceneveiejheeefuekesÀ®³ee iee[îee ³ee³e®³ee DeeOeer

keÀ®ejekegbÀ[erleuee keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀjC³eemeeþer l³ee yeensj he[leele. Deeheeheu³ee

efJeYeeieeleerue keÀ®ejekegbÀ[îee MeesOetve l³eeleuee DeeJeM³ekeÀ lees keÀ®eje l³ee ieesUe

keÀjleele. keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀªve Peeu³eeJej ceie l³eeleuee Deesuee DeeefCe megkeÀe Demeb keÀ®e-

³ee®eb l³ee JeieeakeÀjCe keÀjleele. l³eeveblej ceie KeeÐeheoeLee&®eer JesäCe, yeeìu³ee,

hueeeqmìkeÀ DeMee he´keÀej®ee keÀ®eje hegveefvee|celeer®³ee he´ef¬eÀ³esmeeþer heeþJeleele. ns keÀece

keÀjle Demeleevee l³eebvee DeveskeÀ De[®eCeeRvee meeceesjb peeJeb ueeiele Demeleb, heCe ns®e

GhepeerefJekesÀ®eb meeOeve Demeu³eeveb ³esF&ue l³ee heefjeqmLeleerMeer oesve nele keÀjle mJele:®eb

DeeqmlelJe efìkeÀJeC³ee®eer l³eeb®eer Oe[he[ megª Demeles.

keÀ®e-³ee®eb Deesuee DeeefCe megkeÀe Demeb JeieeakeÀjCe, hegvee|vee|celeer keÀjlee ³esC³eepeesi³ee

keÀ®e-³ee®eer efJe¬eÀer ³eeJej DeJeuebyetve DemeCeejs megceejs 15 ueeKe keÀäkeÀjer osMeele

Deensle. HeÀÊeÀ cegbyeF& DeeefCe veJeer cegbyeF&leerue keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ ceefnueeb®eer mebK³ee ueeKee®³ee

Iejele Deens. ³ee ceefnuee melele keÀ®eje DeeefCe IeeCeerceO³es keÀece keÀjle Demeu³eeves l³eeb®es

Deejesi³eefJe<e³ekeÀ he´Mvener iebYeerj Deensle. lJe®eejesie, #e³e,keÀke&Àjesie ³eebmeejK³ee

Deepeejebvee l³eebvee meeceesjb peeJeb ueeiele Demeu³ee®eb l³eeb®³ee Deejesi³e leheemeC³eebceOetve

Dee{Utve Deeueb Deens. meelel³eeveb JeeketÀve keÀjeJeb ueeieCeejb keÀece DeeefCe jespe 20-25

efkeÀuees keÀ®eje heeþerJej Jeentve v³eeJee ueeiele Demeu³eeveb heeþ, kebÀyejs®es efJekeÀej lej

l³eeb®eer DeKeb[ meesyele keÀjle Demeleele. l³eeb®eer ner peieC³ee®eer Oe[he[ heentve ³ee

keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ ceefnueebvee m$eercegÊeÀer mebIeìvesveb ceoleer®ee nele osT kesÀuee Deens. veJeer

cegbyeF&le m$eercegÊeÀer mebIeìves®³ee mecevJe³ekeÀ he´e. Je=<eeueer ceieotce DeeefCe l³eeb®³ee menkeÀe-

³eebveer keÀ®eje Jes®eCee-³ee ceefnueeb®eb GÊece mebIeìve kesÀueb Deens. Deepeefceleeruee veJ³ee

cegbyeF&le keÀ®eje Jes®eCee-³ee 500 ceefnuee mebIeefìle Peeu³ee Demetve, l³eeb®es 43

ye®eleieì keÀe³e&jle Deensle.
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keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀªve he³ee&JejCe efvejesieer þsJeC³ee®³ee ³ee ceefnueeb®³ee keÀecee®eb cenÊJe

ue#eele IesTve efme[keÀesveb l³eeb®³ee heveJesue,keÀUbyeesueer FLeu³ee JemeenleeRceOeuee keÀ®eje

ieesUe keÀjC³ee®eb keÀece ³ee ceefnueebvee efoueb Deens. ³ee efþkeÀeCeer 13 keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ

ceefnuee keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀjC³eeyejesyej®e Deesu³ee keÀ®e-³ee®eb Kele le³eej keÀjC³ee®eb

keÀecener l³ee keÀjleele.

keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀeb®³ee mecem³eebkeÀ[s mejkeÀejveb ue#e ÐeeJeb ³eemeeþer osMeYejele DeveskeÀ mebmLee

keÀe³e&jle Deensle. hegC³ee®³ee keÀeieo-keÀe®e-he$ee mebIeìvesveb meg©Jeele kesÀu³eeveblej iesu³ee

keÀener Je<ee&le ³ee keÀäkeÀ-³eeb®eer ®eUJeU osMeYejele megª Peeueer. 'Deuee³evme Dee@HeÀ

Fbef[³eve JesmìefhekeÀme&' ner jeä^er³e heeleUerJej keÀece keÀjCeejer mebmLee mLeeheve Peeueer

Demetve, l³eeb®³ee DeLekeÀ he´³elveebcegUs meghe´erce keÀesìe&veb IevekeÀ®eje J³eJemLeeheveefJe<e³ekeÀ

lep%e meefceleer mLeehevee kesÀueer. FlekebÀ®e veenerlej ogme-³ee jeä^er³e Þece Dee³eesieevebner ³ee

keÀäkeÀ-³ee®eer veeWo Iesleueer Deens.

cegbyeF& DeeefCe veJeer cegbyeF&leerue npeejes keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ keÀäkeÀ-³eebcegUs Menjer

keÀ®ejeJ³eJemLeeheveeuee ceesþe®e neleYeej ueeieuee Deens. FLeu³ee he´l³eskeÀ keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ

DeeefCe YebieejefJe¬esÀl³ee®eer Menjer mLeeefvekeÀ mJejep³e mebmLesveb veeWoCeer keÀªve l³eebvee

DeesUKehe$e ÐeeJeb DeMeer iesu³ee DeveskeÀ Je<ee&heemetve ceeieCeer keÀjC³eele ³esle Deens. hejbleg
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efle®ee Depetvener efJe®eej Peeuesuee veener. meeceeefpekeÀ mebmLeeb®³ee ceeO³eceeletve SkeÀ$e ³esT

heenCee-³ee ³ee ceefnueebvee mJele:®eb peieCeb Lees[blejer ®eebieueb Ie[JeCeb MekeÌ³e nesle Deens, ner

cee$e l³eeleu³ee l³eele mekeÀejelcekeÀ ieesä Deens.

[beEheie ie´eGb[Jej peeTve SkeÀe ceefnuesheemetve keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ ceefnueeb®³ee mebIeìveeuee

Deecner meg©Jeele kesÀueer. meg©Jeeleeruee mebIeìves®³ee keÀe³e&keÀl³ee¥ [beEheie ie´eGb[Jej

pee³e®³ee, lesJne l³eebvee mejkeÀejer DeefOekeÀejer mecepetve keÀ®eje Jes®eCee-³ee ceefnuee heUtve

pee³e®³ee. heCe keÀe³e&keÀl³ee¥veer nej ve ceevelee hegve:hegvne peeTve l³eeb®³eeMeer mebJeeo

meeOeuee, l³eeb®ee efJeéeeme mebheeove kesÀuee. mebIeìve, ye®eleieì,yeBkeÀe Jeiewjs ieesäer l³eebvee

mecepeeJetve meebefieleu³ee, l³eeb®³ee ieUer GlejJeu³ee DeeefCe ye®eleieìeb®eer mLeehevee kesÀueer.

l³eeb®³ee Deejesi³ee®eer keÀeUpeer IesC³eemeeþer SkeÀ ceesyeeFue eqkeÌueefvekeÀ ®eeueJeueb peeleb.

³ee ceefnueebvee Deelee ye®eleer®eb cenÊJe heìu³eeveb l³ee meeJekeÀejer heeMeeletvener cegÊeÀ Peeu³ee

Deensle. l³eeb®³ee JemeenleeRceO³es peeTve Deecner kegÀceejJe³eerve cegueeR®³ee yewþkeÀe I³ee³euee

meg©Jeele kesÀueer. hejbleg 13-14 J³ee Je<eea®e ueive nesle Demeu³eecegUs DeMee cegueer

efceUCeb DeJeIe[ Peeueb. l³eecegUs Deecner megveeb®³ee yewþkeÀe megª kesÀu³ee. kegÀìgbyeefve³eespeve,

Deejesi³e, efMe#eCeemeboYee&le he´yeesOeve kesÀueb peeleb.

efJeceue FbieUs ³ee meO³ee keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ ceefnueeb®³ee HesÀ[jsMeve®³ee DeO³e#ee Deensle.

veJe-³ee®ee $eeme Demee¿e nesTve l³ee cejeþJee[îeeletve FLeb Deeu³ee. keÀ®eje ieesUe keÀªve

GojefveJee&n keÀª ueeieu³ee. Jemleerle Yeeb[Keesj cnCetve he´efme× Demeuesu³ee efJeceueyeeF&

³eeb®es vesle=lJeiegCe m$eercegÊeÀer mebIeìvesveb nsjues DeeefCe l³eeb®³ee ³ee iegCeeuee efJeOee³ekeÀ JeUCe

osC³ee®ee he´³elve kesÀuee. keÀ®ejeJes®ekeÀ ceefnueeb®³ee HesÀ[jsMeve®eer mLeehevee kesÀu³eeJej

efle®eb vesle=lJe l³eeb®³eeletve®e GYeb jeefnueb heeefnpes, ³ee efJe®eejeletve®e efJeceue FbieUs ³eebvee

HesÀ[jsMeve®eb DeO³e#e keÀjC³eele Deeueb. l³eebveer Deeheu³eeJejerue efJeéeeme meeLe& keÀªve

oeKeJeuee. l³eeb®³ee vesle=lJeecegUb HesÀ[jsMeve®eer J³eehleer Jee{le ®eeueueer Deens. efMeefyejb,

meYee, cesUeJes ³eeceOetve l³ee Deeheu³ee Mewueerle KeCeKeCeerleheCes yeesuele Demeleele.

mebIeìve, mJeeJeuebyeve, he´yeesOeve Fl³eeoer..

he´e. Je=<eeueer ceieotce, mecevJe³ekeÀ, m$eercegÊeÀer mebIeìvee, veJeer cegbyeF& efJeceue FbieUW®eb vesle=lJe
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»mÉÒË¾»ÉÉ »ÉÉ©Éà XNÉÞÊlÉ{ÉÉà »É©É«É +É´ÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉà Uà !
Kutch Mitra's campaign in Gujarati covers an array of different issues relating

to women and gender like detailed information about the Domestic Violence

Act and the recourse available under it and how to claim the same, the

mindset of society which while on one hand wants to ape the western

culture, on the other hand denies women freedom even to use mobiles or go

out alone. The campaign calls for a change urging women to be

economically, physically and mentally strong.

»ÉÅ«ÉÖHlÉ ùÉº÷Ä{ÉÉ +ÉÅHeÉ ©ÉÖW¥É 2010-11©ÉÉÅ PÉùà±ÉÖ Ë¾ Å
Å Å Å

ÉÖ ËSÉlÉÉW{ÉH Uà

§ÉÖW, lÉÉ. 31 & Êq±¾Ò Å
Å Å Å Å Å

Å

Å
Å Å Å Å Å Å

Å Å
Å

»ÉÉoÉÒ »mÉÒ ©ÉÞl«ÉÖ{ÉÉà +ÉH
8383 ¾lÉÉà V«ÉÉùà +à W ´ÉºÉÇ©ÉÉ +ÉlÉH´ÉÉqoÉÒ ©ÉÞl«ÉÖ{ÉÉà +ÉH 2231 ¾lÉÉà. +à »ÉÚSÉ´Éà Uà Hà
©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ+Éà »ÉÉ©Éà{ÉÉ NÉÖ{ÉÉ ¶ÉÉ»É{É +{Éà »É©ÉÉW ©ÉÉ÷à ´Éy

NÉáNÉùà~É{ÉÉ »É©ÉOÉ qà¶É©ÉÉ lÉÒµÉ ¡Él«ÉÉPÉÉlÉ ~Ée¬É Uà. +É PÉ÷{ÉÉ ~ÉUÒ
qà¶É©ÉÉ »mÉÒ{ÉÒ Î»oÉÊlÉ +{Éà lÉà{ÉÒ »É±ÉÉ©ÉlÉÒ »Éq§Éâ Ê´ÉSÉÉù´É±ÉÉàiÉ ~ÉiÉ oÉ«ÉÖ" Uà. »mÉÒ »É¥ÉyÉÒ
HÉ«ÉqÉ+Éà{ÉÒ ~ÉÖ{É& »É©ÉÒKÉÉ{ÉÒ ´ÉÉlÉà CcÒ Uà. »É©ÉÉW{ÉÉà »mÉÒ ¡Él«Éà{ÉÉà +Ê§ÉNÉ©É ¥Éq±ÉÉ«É +à
©ÉÉ÷à«É H¶ÉÖH {ÉIù oÉ´ÉÖ" Xà<+à +à´ÉÒ«É Ê¾©ÉÉ«ÉlÉ oÉ<. +É Ê¾©ÉÉ«ÉlÉ{Éà »É©ÉoÉÇ{É +É~É´ÉÉ{ÉÉà
+ÉNÉÉ©ÉÒ 14©ÉÒ £àúÉÖ+ÉùÒ{ÉÉ »É©ÉOÉ Ê´É¹É©ÉÉ" +àH »ÉÉoÉà ¡É«ÉÉ»É oÉ¶Éà.

14©ÉÒ £àúÉÖ+ÉùÒ +É©É lÉÉà »É©ÉOÉ Ê´É¹É©ÉÉ ¡Éà©É{ÉÉ Êq´É»É lÉùÒHà ©É{ÉÉ´ÉÉ«É Uà. ¡Éà©É{ÉÉ Ê´ÉÊ´ÉyÉ
°~ÉÉà ~ÉäHÒ{É +àH °~É »mÉÒ-~ÉÖ®ºÉ »É¥ÉyÉÉà{ÉÖ Uà. +É »É¥ÉyÉÉà©ÉÉ" Ê´ÉHÞÊlÉ ¡É´Éà¶Éà l«ÉÉùà W »mÉÒ
»É±ÉÉ©ÉlÉÒ{ÉÉ ¡É¶{ÉÉà Ccà Uà. +à÷±Éà W 14©ÉÒ £àúÉÖ+ÉùÒ{ÉÉ W »É©ÉOÉ Ê´É¹É{ÉÉ +àH HùÉàeoÉÒ ´ÉyÉÖ
±ÉÉàHÉà »mÉÒË¾»ÉÉ »ÉÉ©Éà Ê´ÉùÉàyÉ +àH »ÉÉoÉà ¡ÉqÌ¶ÉlÉ Hù¶Éà.

+É qÖÊ{É«ÉÉ{ÉÒ »É¾ÖoÉÒ »ÉÉùÒ +àH ¥ÉÉ¥ÉlÉ +à Uà Hà lÉà©ÉÉ »ÉlÉlÉ ~ÉÊù´ÉlÉÇ{É +É´ÉlÉÖ ù¾à Uà. ¾É, +à
´ÉÉlÉ +±ÉNÉ Uà Hà lÉà ¥Éq±ÉÉ´É ¾HÉùÉl©ÉH +{Éà {ÉHÉùÉl©ÉH ¥É{Éà ùÒlÉ{ÉÉà Uà. lÉà{ÉÒ +»Éù ~ÉiÉ

Kutch Mitra

Kutch Mitra won the award for the Best Campaign at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.

Laadli
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+±ÉNÉ +±ÉNÉ Uà. +É ¥Éq±ÉÉ´É Xà´ÉÉ ©ÉÉ÷à »É´Éàq{É¶ÉÒ±ÉlÉÉ W°ùÒ Uà. Wà©É Hà ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ
ËWqNÉÒ{ÉÒ ´ÉÉlÉ HùÒ+à lÉÉà +l«ÉÉùà +à ¥Éq±ÉÉ´É W°ù +É´«ÉÉà Uà, ¥É¾à{ÉÉà »´ÉlÉ"mÉ ¥É{ÉÒ Uà.
~É¾à±ÉÉ {É¾ÉàlÉÒ +à´ÉÉ KÉàmÉÉà©ÉÉ HÉ©É HùlÉÒ oÉ< Uà, ~ÉiÉ +É´ÉÉ »ÉÉùÉ ~ÉÊù´ÉlÉÇ{É{ÉÒ »ÉÉoÉà ¥É¾à{ÉÉà
»ÉÉoÉà oÉlÉÒ Ë¾»ÉÉ©ÉÉ ´ÉyÉÉùÉà oÉ«ÉÉà Uà +à ~ÉiÉ +à÷±É W »ÉÉSÉÖ Uà.

UeàSÉÉàH UàelÉÒ, ¥Éà£É©É ¥É³ÉlHÉù, NÉ§ÉÒù NÉÖ{ÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ ´ÉyÉlÉÒ WlÉÒ »ÉL«ÉÉ... G«ÉÉ W<{Éà
+÷H¶Éà +É ¥ÉyÉ? +à´ÉÉà »É´ÉÉ±É PÉiÉÉ ±ÉÉàHÉà{Éà »ÉlÉÉ´ÉÒ ùÂÉà Uà. ¥ÉÒXà »É´ÉÉ±É ´ÉyÉÖ +NÉl«É{ÉÉà
Uà- ¶ÉÖ qà¶É©ÉÉ HÉ«ÉqÉà +{Éà ´«É´É»oÉÉ »ÉÉSÉ´É´ÉÉ{ÉÖ HÉà< lÉmÉ Uà Hà {É¾Ó ? Uà lÉÉà Hà©É Ê{ÉÊJ«É
±ÉÉNÉà Uà ? Hà©É Hà Xà »ÉÊJ«É ¾Éà«É lÉÉà NÉÖ{ÉÉ+Éà ´ÉyÉlÉÉ +÷H´ÉÉ Xà<+à, ~ÉiÉ +à´É oÉ´ÉÉ{Éà ¥Éq±Éà
NÉÖ{ÉÉ+Éà{É ¡É©ÉÉiÉ +{Éà NÉ§ÉÒùlÉÉ ´ÉyÉlÉÉ W X«É Uà. »É«ÉÖGlÉ ùÉº÷Ä{ÉÉ +àH +¾à´ÉÉ±É{ÉÉ
+ÉHeÉ +É ¥ÉÉ¥ÉlÉ{Éà »É©ÉoÉÇ{É +É~Éà Uà. ´ÉºÉÇ 2010-11©ÉÉ PÉùà±ÉÖ" Ë¾»ÉÉoÉÒ oÉ«Éà±ÉÒ
qÖPÉÇ÷{ÉÉ+Éà©ÉÉ" ©ÉÞl«ÉÖ ~ÉÉ©É{ÉÉùÉ+Éà{ÉÒ »É"L«ÉÉ 8383, V«ÉÉùà +É W ´ÉºÉÇ©ÉÉ +ÉlÉH´ÉÉqÒ
¾Ö©É±ÉÉ+Éà©ÉÉ ©ÉÞl«ÉÖ ~ÉÉ©É{ÉÉùÉ+Éà{ÉÒ »ÉL«ÉÉ 2231.

~ÉiÉ £ùÒ +àH ¾HÉùÉl©ÉH ¥ÉÉ¥ÉlÉ +à Uà Hà ¾´Éà PÉiÉÉ »ÉùHÉùÒ ©ÉÉ³LÉÉ", HÉ«ÉqÉ+Éà,
»É"»oÉÉ+Éà +É ©ÉÖtà {ÉIù HÉ©É HùlÉÉ oÉ«ÉÉ Uà. +à÷±ÉÖ" W {É¾Ó, lÉÉà ¥É¾à{ÉÉà{ÉÉ ¡É¶{ÉÉà
+{Éà ~ÉÊùÎ»oÉÊlÉ ©ÉÉ÷à ´«ÉÊGlÉNÉlÉ +´ÉÉW AcÉ´É{ÉÉùÉ ±ÉÉàHÉà ~ÉiÉ Uà. +à´ÉÒ W +àH ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ Uà
<´É +à{»É±Éù. Uà±±ÉÉ 14 ´ÉºÉÇoÉÒ ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ +l«ÉÉSÉÉù{ÉÉ ©ÉÖtà ±ÉelÉ +É~ÉÒ ù¾à±ÉÉÅ <´Éà
2012{ÉÉ ´ÉºÉÇ©ÉÉÅ W 14 £àúÉÖ+ÉùÒ+à W »mÉÒË¾»ÉÉ Ê´ÉùÉàyÉ{ÉÒ ]ÖÅ¥Éà¶É ¶É° HùÒ ¾lÉÒ +{Éà
+ÉLÉÒ qÖÊ{É«ÉÉ{Éà lÉà©ÉÉÅ XàeÉ´ÉÉ{ÉÒ +~ÉÒ±É HùÒ ¾lÉÒ. lÉà ©ÉÖW¥É W 2013{ÉÒ 14©ÉÒ
£àúÉÖ+ÉùÒ+à +ÉLÉÒ qÖÊ{É«ÉÉ{Éà ¾SÉ©ÉSÉÉ´ÉÒ qà´ÉÉ{ÉÖÅ +É«ÉÉàW{É Uà. ´ÉÒ-eà (Ê´ÉG÷ùÒ,
´Éà±Éà{÷É<{É, ´ÉX<{ÉÉ{ÉÖ" ÷ÚÅHÅ »´É°~É) {ÉÉ +É Êq´É»Éà qÖÊ{É«ÉÉ§Éù{ÉÉ +àH»ÉÉà HùÉàe ±ÉÉàHÉà
~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉ HÉ©É{ÉÒ WN«ÉÉ+à, PÉù, ¶ÉÉ³É, HÉà±ÉàW©ÉÉÅoÉÒ ¥É¾Éù {ÉÒH³Ò Ë¾»ÉÉ »ÉÉ©Éà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉà Ê´ÉùÉàyÉ
+{ÉàH ùÒlÉà ´«ÉGlÉ Hù¶Éà. +É +àH Ê´É¹É´«ÉÉ~ÉÒ Ê´ÉùÉàyÉ ¡Éq¶ÉÇ{É +{Éà Ë¾»ÉÉ {ÉÉ¥ÉÚqÒ ©ÉÉ÷à{ÉÒ
©ÉÉNÉiÉÒ ¾¶Éà.

UlÉÉÅ +©ÉÖH »É´ÉÉ±ÉÉà lÉÉà ¾WÖ ~ÉiÉ »É³NÉà Uà. HÉ«ÉqÉà Hà©É oÉÉàeÉà hÒ±ÉÉà ~Éeà Uà ? {ÉÉNÉÊùHÉà ~ÉiÉ
{«ÉÉ«É ©ÉÉ÷à qàLÉÉ´ÉÉà +{Éà q¥ÉÉiÉ Hùà Uà. UlÉÉÅ {«ÉÉ«É ©ÉÉ÷à{ÉÒ ±ÉelÉ ±ÉÉÅ¥ÉÒ Hà©É SÉÉ±Éà Uà ? §ÉÉàNÉ
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Å Å
Å ÅÖ Å

Å Å Å
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¥É{É{ÉÉù ´«ÉÊGlÉ{Éà »É¾É{ÉÖ§ÉÚÊlÉ{ÉÒ »ÉÉoÉà ¥ÉyÉÉ ¡ÉHÉù{ÉÉ »É¾«ÉÉàNÉ{ÉÒ W°ù ù¾à Uà. ¥ÉÒWÖÅ Wà
PÉ÷{ÉÉ{ÉÉ ~ÉePÉÉ qà¶É»lÉùà ~Éeà Uà, lÉà©ÉÉÅ »É¾«ÉÉàNÉ +É~É{ÉÉùÉ ±ÉÉàHÉà{ÉÒ »ÉÅL«ÉÉ ´ÉyÉÖ ¾Éà«É Uà, ~ÉiÉ
+à´ÉÒ W PÉ÷{ÉÉ V«ÉÉùà »oÉÉÊ{ÉHà ¥É{Éà l«ÉÉùà »É¾É{ÉÖ§ÉÚÊlÉ +{Éà »É¾«ÉÉàNÉ{ÉÖÅ ¡É©ÉÉiÉ PÉ÷lÉÖÅ ¾Éà«É
+à©É ±ÉÉNÉà Uà. oÉÉàeÉà »É©É«É ¥ÉyÉÖÅ SÉÉ±Éà ~ÉUÒ yÉÒ©Éà yÉÒ©Éà cÅeÖÅ ~ÉeÒ X«É.

Êq±¾Ò{ÉÉ ¥É³ÉlHÉù{ÉÒ PÉ÷{ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ {ÉÉNÉÊùHÉà+à ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÉà Ê´ÉùÉàyÉ »ÉÉùÒ ùÒlÉà ¥ÉlÉÉ´«ÉÉà, ~ÉiÉ ~ÉUÒ
¶ÉÖÅ ? qÒHùÒ+Éà{ÉÖÅ §ÉiÉlÉù ¥ÉÅyÉ HùÉ´ÉÒ qà´ÉÅ, {ÉÉ{ÉÒ B©Éùà lÉà{ÉÉ ±ÉN{É HùÉ´ÉÒ qà´ÉÉ, PÉù{ÉÒ
¥É¾Éù {É {ÉÒH³´ÉÉ qà´ÉÒ ? +É qÒHùÒ{ÉÒ »É±ÉÉ©ÉlÉÒ{ÉÒ »ÉÉSÉÒ ùÒlÉ Uà LÉùÒ ? +É÷±ÉÖÅ H«ÉÉÇ ~ÉUÒ
~ÉiÉ ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ+Éà »É±ÉÉ©ÉlÉ Uà LÉùÒ ? +£»ÉÉà»É »ÉÉoÉà W´ÉÉ¥É Uà & {ÉÉ. qÒHùÒ, ©ÉÉlÉÉ, ¥É¾à{É,
{ÉÉ{ÉÒ Wà´ÉÉ »ÉÅ¥ÉÅyÉÉà©ÉÉÅ ~ÉiÉ qùàH ¡ÉHÉù{ÉÉ ¶ÉÉàºÉiÉoÉÒ ©ÉÉÅeÒ{Éà ¥É³ÉlHÉù Wà´ÉÒ PÉ÷{ÉÉ+Éà ¥É{ÉlÉÒ
W ù¾à Uà. »´ÉW{É W qÖWÇ{É ¥É{Éà Uà.

lÉÉà ~ÉUÒ ¾´Éà ¶ÉÖÅ ? ¾´Éà W°ù Uà »ÉlÉlÉ XNÉÞÊlÉ{ÉÒ, »ÉlÉlÉ »É§ÉÉ{ÉlÉÉ{ÉÒ, »ÉlÉlÉ »ÉlÉHÇlÉÉ{ÉÒ.
PÉù©ÉÉÅ lÉÉà ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ »É§«É A~Éù HÉà< +l«ÉÉSÉÉù {ÉÉ W oÉÉ«É. »ÉÉoÉà ¥ÉÒY WN«ÉÉ+à ~ÉiÉ Xà +É´ÉÅ
oÉlÉÖÅ ¾Éà«É, lÉà{Éà ùÉàH´ÉÉ{ÉÒ Ë¾©ÉlÉ ¥ÉlÉÉ´É´ÉÉ{ÉÉà »É©É«É +É´ÉÒ NÉ«ÉÉà Uà. +l«ÉÉSÉÉù ©ÉÉ÷à HÉà< yÉ©ÉÇ,
XÊlÉ, Ê´É»lÉÉù, B©Éù-HÉà< §Éàq {ÉoÉÒ ¾ÉàlÉÉà. ¾ÉoÉ Hà ~ÉNÉ §ÉÉÅNÉ´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´Éà, ¥ÉÉ³Ò {ÉÉLÉ´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ
+É´Éà, +àÊ»Ée ~ÉÒ´ÉeÉ´É´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´Éà, lÉ±É´ÉÉùoÉÒ PÉÉ Hù´ÉÉ©ÉÉÅ +É´Éà-+É ¥ÉyÉÉ{ÉÒ ~ÉÒeÉ Wà÷±ÉÒ
~ÉÖ®ºÉ{Éà oÉÉ«É +à÷±ÉÒ W ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ{Éà ~ÉiÉ oÉÉ«É. +à÷±Éà ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ+Éà ~Éù oÉlÉÉ +l«ÉÉSÉÉù ùÉàH´ÉÉ
©ÉÉ÷à »mÉÒ ¾Éà´ÉÅ W°ùÒ {ÉoÉÒ, +àH »ÉÅ´Éàq{É¶ÉÒ±É ©ÉÉ{É´É oÉ<+à lÉÉà ¥É»É Uà.

HSU ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ Ê´ÉHÉ»É »ÉÅNÉc{É +à÷±Éà Hà ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ+Éà{ÉÒ »ÉÉoÉà HÉ©É HùlÉÒ +àH »ÉÅ»oÉÉ lÉùÒHà +©Éà
+É´ÉÒ PÉ÷{ÉÉ+Éà +ÉWoÉÒ »ÉÉ©Éà ©ÉÚHlÉÉ ù¾Ò¶ÉÖÅ. Wà©ÉÉÅ »Él«ÉPÉ÷{ÉÉ+Éà W Uà. §ÉÉàNÉ ¥É{É{ÉÉùÒ
´«ÉÊGlÉ{ÉÉÅ {ÉÉ©É ¥Éq±ÉÒ lÉà©É{ÉÒ ~ÉÒeÉ{ÉÖÅ »ÉÉSÉÖÅ ¥É«ÉÉ{É ùWÚ HùÒ¶ÉÖÅ. +É´ÉÒ ´ÉÉlÉ ´ÉÉÅSÉÒ{Éà HqÉSÉ HÉà<
+àH ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ A~Éù oÉlÉÉà +l«ÉÉSÉÉù +÷Hà, +l«ÉÉSÉÉù©ÉÉÅ PÉÉ«É±É HÉà< ¥É¾à{É{Éà q´ÉÉLÉÉ{Éà
~É¾ÉáSÉÉe{ÉÉ®Å ©É³Ò ù¾à, +l«ÉÉSÉÉù{ÉÉà §ÉÉàNÉ ¥É{Éà±ÉÒ ©ÉÊ¾±ÉÉ{ÉÉ ~ÉKÉ©ÉÉÅ HÉ«ÉqÉ{Éà »ÉÉSÉÒ »ÉÉKÉÒ
+É~É{ÉÉ®Å HÉà< ©É³Ò ù¾à, lÉÉà ~ÉÉàlÉÉ{ÉÒ ËWqNÉÒ{ÉÒ +ÅNÉlÉ ~ÉÒeÉ{Éà +É~ÉiÉÒ »ÉÉ©Éà ©ÉÚH{ÉÉùÒ
¥É¾à{É{ÉÒ Ë¾©ÉlÉ{Éà »ÉÉSÉÒ »É¾É{ÉÖ§ÉÚÊlÉ +{Éà »É¾«ÉÉàNÉ ©É²«ÉÉ H¾à´ÉÉ¶Éà. »É©ÉÉW©ÉÉÅ V«ÉÉùà »mÉÒ
¡Él«Éà »ÉÅ´Éàq{É¶ÉÒ±ÉlÉÉ »ÉXÇ¶Éà l«ÉÉùà W +É´ÉÉ ¡É«ÉÉ»ÉÉà »ÉÉoÉÇHlÉÉ©ÉÉ" £àù´ÉÉ¶Éà.
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Surrogate Maa

Neetu Rana's documentary in Hindi 'Surrogate Maa' analyses the pros and

cons of surrogacy. Her interviews with women staying in the Surrogate

House reveal the socio-economic compulsions behind women choosing to

become surrogate mothers. She also brings out the mindset of people who

want their own biological child and opt for surrogacy which makes the

Surrogate House a place full of hope and life for both, the surrogate mother as

well as the biological parents. She also exposes the flipside where surrogacy

becomes a means for exploiting women who are forced to be surrogates at

the cost of their health.

Electronic Media

Neetu Rana, IBN 7, Delhi

Neetu Rana won the award for the Best Feature at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Northern Region.

Laadli

Vidhi Vanchitalu

In Mehboonnagar district of Andhra Pradesh, the cruel and medieval

practice of marrying girls from poor and backward communities to the

village deity and then sexually abusing them still continues. These girls are

called joginis and are treated as sex commodities by men. Their children

often grow up as orphans. The efforts of NTV awakened the administration

and efforts are now being made to stop this inhuman practice.

Swaroopa Potlapally, NTV

Swaroopa Potlapally works with NTV. She won the award for the

Best News Feature (Telugu) at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.

Laadli
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Rakhi Ghosh, Naxatra News

Rakhi Ghosh handles two programmes independently for Naxatra

News channel including Rahaa focusing on issues on women and

children. She won the award for the Best Topical Programme Award

at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2012-13, Eastern Region.

Ee Vedana Inkennallu

Indian tradition still considers widowhood a curse, an aberration, and a

misfortune of gigantic proportions. Widows are considered an economic and

social burden, and while some are relegated to a life of seclusion in their own

homes, others are evicted by their family to prevent them from inheriting

money or property. Widows don't have many social rights within the family.

The programme in Telugu talked about putting a stop to the current practice

of isolation and exploitation.

Padma Vangapally, 10TV

Padma Vangapally is the producer of Maanavi programme of 10 TV.

She won the Best Documentary Award at the Media and

Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.

Laadli

Jautuka Na Jibana

Dowry as a social evil has been spreading especially among so called

educated and enlightened people who instead of directly demanding dowry

are resorting to new and novel methods of extracting gold, money, vehicle,

etc. from the girl's family. As anchor of , a programme

in Oriya, Rakhi, by talking to a father who lost his daughter to this social evil

as also getting experts to mediate, forcefully put forth the message that such

commercialization of marriages can only lead to sorrow and disaster. She

also highlighted the fact that while earlier in tribal society dowry was not in

existence, now it has become rampant among tribals too.

'JAUTUKA NA JIBANA'
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Jeevo Manav Gaurav thi

These 89 episodes in Gujarati on contemporary social issues highlighted

sexual harassment, domestic violence, dowry, rape, etc. Presented in face to

face interaction of invited studio audience with specialists and activists, this

programme generated awareness about redressal mechanism and legal

options available to women.

Manisha Sharma, Doordarshan Gujarat

Manisha Sharma is a writer and reporter. She has made documentary

films on various topics. She won the award for the Best Issue Based

Programme at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2011-12, Western Region.

Laadli

Satakshi: Save the Girl Child

This was a 94.3 MY FM Initiative for the girl. A little girl was found crying in a

dustbin and the FM team helped find her a home and mobilized sponsors for

her education and medical aid. By presenting this story in a song based

format the programme in Hindi managed to sensitise listeners towards the

girl child.

94.3 MYFM, Rajasthan

94.3 MYFM won the Best Issue Based Radio Programme at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Western Region.

Laadli
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There is no dearth of laws, policies and programmes in the country and most of these

are meant to protect women from discrimination and violence as well as ensure that

they are able to exercise their rights that are enshrined in the Constitution. Yet, at the

level of implementation we find many lacunae. Lack of awareness among women

about their rights, legal provisions and entitlements under various programmes, the

patriarchal mindsets of the implementers who subvert the very purpose of the legal and

other provisions to deny women their rights, and other cross cutting issues of class,

caste etc. are responsible for the continuing violence and discrimination against

women in spite of the existing laws and programmes. There are also contradictions and

gaps in the laws which need to be debated and brought into the public domain.

Media can play a major role as a watch dog on effective implementation of laws,

policies and programmes, provide in depth insight into issues in implementation and

finally highlight the cases where they have been effectively implemented benefitting

women as they are meant to.

While Satya Prakash brings to the women readers all their legal entitlements in an

interesting fashion, Tejaswini Pagadala looks at the Child Marriage Act and the issues

in its effective implementation. Vishnai Vittal on the other hand explores the class bias

in development investments, with governments prioritizing cost intensive mega

projects over inclusive development that gives equal importance to the survival issues

of the poor and marginalized.

Kulsum Mustafa and Shirish Khare present two positive case studies and write

about an innovative livelihood project i.e goat rearing and how the empowered

women Panchayat members are being instrumental in transforming the villages in

Bundelkhand district of Madhya Pradesh respectively.

Even when laws and regulations are in place it is often not easy to get justice. Vinay

Deshpande narrates the struggle of a woman to get justice in a sexual harassment case

while Saswathi Ghosh takes us through the Rana Plaza fire tragedy that exposed the

exploitative working conditions of women garment workers and calls attention of the

Government and Industry to revisit the sector and see where things are going wrong.

Mahua Das’s feature underlines the difficulties in rehabilitating the trafficked girls due to

the social prejudices against them and the need to look at solutions that empower them.

Amarjit Gill and Prajakta Dhulap focus on efforts to stop Pre-birth Sex Selection in

Bibipur Village of Haryana and in Maharashtra respectively. Ram Tarun and Kishtiah

Nandagiri focus on the hurdles in accessing and reaching school services to children

in remote rural areas while Shai Venkatramana compares two conflict ridden areas –

Gadchiroli and Jammu & Kashmir to underscore the point that quality services

could be provided even in conflict areas if we have a people centric approach to

service delivery.
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Getting Her Goat:
Food and Finance Come on Four Legs
March 26, 2011

The article outlines how impoverished women can overcome poverty by

rearing goats and in the process improve their own nutritional intake. This

has been done with the assistance of Goat Trust whose chief focus is to

promote goat-based livelihoods.

Her bright red woollen sweater, multi-coloured glass bead necklace and a

pair of anklets lay in the corner of the thatch-roofed hut. There was a pall of

gloom hanging heavy in the air. Seven-month-old Jhumri, around whom the

entire family had rallied ever since she was born, was severely unwell - she

had caught a severe cold and stomach infection. All the family members

were frantic. Unfortunately, despite the tender care, Jhumri did not survive

the infection.

Even today when Hakikun, 50, remembers the suffering her beloved goat

went through, she has tears in her eyes. "She was the most loved of my five

goats. She died because I did not have money for her treatment," she says,

tears rolling down her wrinkled face.

One may wonder why Hakikun is so emotionally attached to her goats, but

her love for these hardy animals is not surprising considering that they

supplement her income. Not only do they help her make ends meet, they

allow her to provide better for her children – Currently, only her youngest

11-year-old son lives with her, though she has married off two daughters and

her two older sons have moved away from the village. Hailing from

Madanapuri, a village located 50 kilometres from Rae Bareili district in

India's most populous state of Uttar Pradesh, Hakikun works hard the whole

day as a daily wage labourer only to earn a paltry sum. But her goats chip in –

she can sell their milk and earn a few extra rupees. Over the years, Hakikun

Print and Web Media

Kulsum Mustafa, www.boloji.com

Kulsum Mustafa has over 30 years of experience in journalism

and is the Secretary General of Media Nest, an organisation involved

with media persons'welfare. She won the award for the Best Feature

at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,

Northern Region.

Laadli
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has played mother to several kids and goats and that's why Jhumri's death is

mourned like that of a precious family member. To Hakikun, Jhumri's loss is

both an emotional and financial blow.

"Women in poor households in rural areas as well as some urban pockets of

the state have been keeping goats as a supplementary livelihood source.

However, goat rearing has never taken the form of an enterprise because

aspects like marketing, veterinary services, feeds and breeding have never

been looked into seriously," says Sanjeev Kumar, the founder secretary of

Goat Trust.

Headquartered in UP's capital Lucknow, the Trust has a presence in five

states, and their chief focus is in promoting goat-based livelihoods. "The Trust

has been working towards organising this sector for over a decade now,"

informs Kumar, who has a degree in livestock product and management.

After working as a livestock researcher for several years, in 1998 Kumar

decided to use his expertise to help women form Self Help Groups (SHGs)

around dairy farming. That goats can provide food security, nutrition and

employment, especially for women, was something he learned while

working with rural women. "I have to thank Ram Dulari, an illiterate village

woman from Rajasthan, for drawing my attention to the economic benefits of

rearing goats instead of cows for dairy farming," says Kumar.
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Over a decade ago, he had initiated a group loan for some poor women in

Alwar district in Rajasthan to pursue dairy farming but the scheme

unfortunately failed because there was a severe drought that year. Angry and

fearful of how they would pay back the bank, Ram Dulari had lashed out at

him, saying, "You have got us into this mess. You made us dream big – telling

us that rearing cows would be beneficial. But our little goats are much better

any day. They are easy to rear, eat so much less and still give two litres of milk

every day."

This angry outburst remained with Kumar. He realised that the goat was the

animal for the poor, especially for poor women. Which is why he decided to

set up the Goat Trust, with the help of a few friends and an initial investment

of just Rs. 5,000 (US$ 1 = Rs. 45.1). The Trust was formally registered in

Lucknow in 2008.

Today, it has partnered with 26 small non government organisations (NGOs)

that work in UP, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka and Andhra

Pradesh. Across the five states, they have partners in 145 villages, who have

trained over 2,500 women as goat rearers and promoted 125 special goat

nurses. Financial aid is provided with the assistance of the Sir Dorabji

Tata Trust.

While focusing on creating awareness about goat rearing, the Trust works

towards engendering good breeds, marketing and research. Regular training

workshops on goat specific livestock diseases are also organised, where

women friendly techniques of training are employed. For instance, the

colour coding of medicines – a mixture of allopathy and herbal medicines –

helps in easy identification. Women trained as goat nurses are given a

primary goat healthcare kit and the Trust regularly updates information on

preventative health care and good practices. The women are also taught

marketing techniques, which includes traditional selling methods so that

they have the confidence to sell goats without waiting for a male member to

be present.

Hakikun and others have benefited tremendously from this. Hakikun

received three days goat management training and money through the

revolving fund initiated by the partner NGO – Vishwas Sanstha. The

revolving fund is provided through the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust to women who

have been organised in Self Help Groups. Further, the Goat Trust has trained
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a woman from her village as a goat nurse, who provides regular appropriate

healthcare service for a nominal price.

Then there's Hayeda Begum from Khale Ka Purva hamlet in Rahi block of Rae

Bareli, who in December 2010 was able to get a fair price for her male kid –

her training allowed her to negotiate the price of Rs. 2,550. She says, “Live

body weight pricing enabled me to assess the real price and negotiate well.

Assessment of price had intrigued me for years, but it turned out to be quite

simple and it helped me take a stand with the local traders."

Goat rearing may still not be a full-fledged livelihood option – it is mostly for

supplementing family income – but goats have definitely ensured the food

security of many impoverished households. They have escaped hunger and

disease just because they have a goat to take care of their dietary needs.

Goats have also proven to be a ready source of cash for buying ornaments or

clothes or paying the school fees. And had it not been for goat milk, children

in many villages that have benefitted from the Goat Trust's work, would never

have known the taste of milk, since the big cooperative dairies buy up all the

buffalo and cow milk available in these villages.

To women like Hakikun and Ram Dulari, these hardy creatures are indeed

their reason for empowerment and well-being – they give them financial

security, put food on their table and, yes, allow them to dream of a good life

for their children.
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Poor Sidelined in Mega-Project Frenzy
July 23, 2010

This web report is a detailed investigation of how Government Schemes

bypass the disempowered.

They are the ones who go out in a majority on election day and vote. But very

little has been done for Bengaluru's poor. This is the second in a series of

two articles.

"I don't want my daughter to make the same mistakes I made", says 35-year-

old Selvi P., a domestic worker who married at the early age of 19 to Pazhani,

who then used to work at a petrol bunk. Against her family's wishes, Selvi

married the man she was determined to spend the rest of her life with.

But her happiness was short-lived as her husband soon took to alcohol and

beat her up regularly. Selvi even suffered fractures due to this domestic

abuse. At one point in time, she was at the brink of ending her life by

drowning herself in Ulsoor lake, after her husband poured a can of kerosene

on her.

A few years ago, Pazhani, who used to work as a painter, suffered a stroke,

thanks to his profuse drinking. His left hand was paralysed as a result, forcing

him to quit working.

He briefly attended a rehabilitation programme and has since quit drinking.

Selvi hopes that he will one day go back to work and bring home some

money. Meanwhile she continues to work in a house in Ulsoor where she

earns about Rs. 500 a month. Her weak bones, that have borne the brunt of

her alcoholic husband, allow her to do very little work.

To the better-off, English-schooled citizens, this will seem like a classic story,

heard time and again from their own domestic helps or their neighbours. But

Selvi's story does not end.

Vaishnavi Vittal, bangalore.citizenmatters.in

Vaishnavi Vittal earlier used to write for Citizen Matters. Now she

has switched from print journalism to broadcast journalism and is

with NEWS X. She won the award for the Best Investigative Report

at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12,

Southern Region.

Laadli
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She doesn't want her daughter Savita P and sons, Pramod Kumar and Prathish

Kumar, to suffer like her. "I never studied, at least my children should study

and live a good life", she says, teary-eyed.

Luckily for Selvi, she has been able to educate her children with no worries,

because of financial assistance from a local non-governmental organisation

called Ashwini Charitable Trust (ACT), based in Ulsoor. ACT targets children

in and around low-income neighbourhoods of Ulsoor, and supports them till

they are gainfully employed.

About the plight of those like her who are stricken with poverty, Selvi says,

"The government nods their head for everything but they do nothing for us"

Ask her why the government doesn't do anything for the poor in Bengaluru

and she says, "Facilities are given to those who already have something.

Those who don't have anything, continue to not have anything."

Selvi's not alone in feeling like this. For the lakhs in Bengaluru who are

economically weak, the sentiments running are similar.

In Bangalore east's Byappanahalli, work is progressing at a fast-pace at the

site of the metro rail station, scheduled to be finished by the year-end. A few

hundred metres from here, on Old Byappanahalli Road, lives 25-year-old

Kalaivani with her husband and four children.

On a recent trip to Mysore, Selvi saw the campus of IT major Infosys. Since then it is her dream that her
daughter Savita works there. Vaishnavi VittalPhoto:
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Photo:

Every morning, just before dawn, Kalaivani goes out to the bushes nearby to

attend nature's call. "One side is fear of snakes. The other side is fear of

someone staring", she says. With no toilets/bathrooms in the settlement

where she lives, the women folk are forced to leave their modesty behind and

use the open to relieve themselves.

The men get into lots of fights, says her neighbour 28-year-old Annamalai,

when they catch anyone staring at their women behind the bushes. He

explains that the government cannot even build toilets for them because they

live on land that belongs to the Railways.

The 'trum shed' (an informal name the neighbourhood has acquired) site

where he, Kalaivani and 400 other families live, adjacent to the railway line,

has seen no improvement ever since Annamalai can remember.

For the underprivileged in Bengaluru, the fight for survival is a daily affair.

While you can easily get water at your doorstep, they still walk a mile for a

pot of water. While you go to a private hospital for your check-up, they go to

the dilapidated dispensary nearby. While you shop at the local supermarket

for your groceries, they buy rice and wheat infested with worms. As cliché as

all this may sound, it remains true today in a Bengaluru that has otherwise

made its mark on the 'global map'.

Annamalai says the apathy of the state government and local city council is

due to vote-bank politics. He points out that in the recent BBMP council

elections, it was only the poor who went out and voted. "Why do rich people

not go out and vote? Because they have everything. If I had everything, even I

wouldn't have bothered to go out and vote", he expresses. The relative rise in

voter turnout from the better-off citizens during the past two years in

Bengaluru clearly has not impressed Annamalai.

So why do the city's elected representatives ignore the very people who have

helped them come to power? Stark poverty in a remote part of the country

may perhaps be easier for everyone to be blind to. But when it's glaring and

right next door, how do local politicians and government officials get by? The

poor themselves feel it is because they aren't .

Suresh A., who lives in Rajendranagar, a well-known low-income

neighbourhood in the posh Koramangala locality of south Bengaluru, says,

educated

"Government Ignores us because We aren't Educated and Rich”
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"Education is the number one factor." Himself a high school dropout,

25-year-old Suresh says it is because the poor are uneducated that the

government ignores them.

M. Manjula, who works as a domestic help in Ulsoor in central Bengaluru

also feels the same way. "We are not educated. That's why the government

doesn't do anything for us", she says. It is for this reason that she wants a good

education for her children. "I want my son to work in a bank and my daughter

to become a doctor."

These parents feel that their children will not have to live the life they have

had to, if they get a decent education. "Children should study well and do

well. They should not have to shed tears like us", says 30-year-old Parvati, a

mother of two.

And it isn't just the adults who feel that it is the lack of education that is a

cause for poverty. Speaking to students sponsored by ACT, strong remarks

come out on why their mothers and fathers have lived under the shadow

of poverty.

13-year-old Gayathri, a ninth standard student of Maharishi Agastya

Vidyalaya (located in Ulsoor's S. C. Garden), is very plain in her mind why

some women become domestic workers and others don't. People work as

maids because they haven't studied, she says. "Education is needed."

Residents of trum shed on Old Byappanahalli enjoy direct to home satellite television. But basic amenities
like toilets are still a far cry for them. Vaishnavi VittalPhoto:
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Photo:

On the other hand there are some amongst the poor who don't stop there.

They feel that the government has ignored the poor because they are busy

pleasing the rich. "Government supports only rich people because of

money", says Shilpa P., 17, a 1st pre-university (PU) student. Her friend

Manju M. also feels similarly saying, "Government is not doing anything for

us because we don't have money."

Sangeetha R. says the government takes advantage of people being poor,

and therefore does nothing for them. Swathi V. feels the government

doesn't help the poor because they think the poor aren't vocal enough

about their problems. "The government thinks we can't question them.

If anyone questions them, they'll just pay them to keep quiet", says the

15-year-old student.

Talking to these youngsters, it's clear that their own realities are shaping their

ideas about 'what government is' itself. Still, they think someone high up in

politics will listen to them. "If I get a chance to speak to a 'big' person I'll ask

them to look into our needs", says Swathi.

So at a time when Bengaluru continues to grow at a fast pace and there is an

increase in the influx of migrants, what do people in city politics and

grassroots work feel are the reasons for basic amenities still not reaching

the poor?

Earlier this year, low-income citizens of Mathikere were provided temporary

housing under this flyover, as their houses were being demolished for

road-widening.

N. P. Samy, President of the Karnataka Kolageri Nivasigala Samyukta

Sanghatane (KKNSS), says education is the key. KKNSS is a state-level slum-

dwellers federation, started by slum-dwellers, to fight for their rights and their

place in society. "Without education, no society can go forward", stresses

Samy, who also believes that the lack of committed bureaucrats and

politicians results in no opportunities for those who need them the most.

BJP's Jayanagar constituency MLA B. N. Vijaykumar, who has been

appreciated for his serious-minded local initiatives over the past two years,

says the system isn't working because of "useless" government officials.

"Everyone thinks politicians are above government officials. It's not the

Poor Governance and Inequitable Use of Funds
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reality. Take the case of a food inspector or a clerk, they'll do what they want.

They are lazy, incompetent", he says, adding that they need to be motivated

to work, which in itself a laborious task.

Former MLA and present corporator of Hanumanthnagar (Ward 155),

K. Chandrashekar also blames it on the bureaucracy. "The bureaucracy is not

introducing schemes in a proper manner. That's why it's not reaching the

right places. Many people are not aware of the benefits", he opines.

But co-founder of Bangalore-based not-for-profit Janaagraha, Ramesh

Ramanathan, feels that the problem is with the way government institutions

are designed, where there's no single agency looking into the needs of the

urban poor. In Bangalore, for example, you have the Karnataka Slum

Clearance Board, BBMP, BWSSB, BDA and so on, most of them not working

in coordination with one another, making the system more complex, says

Ramanathan. (Janaagraha works with citizens and the government to

improve urban governance).

"If there is a problem in a slum and you approach the local corporator, he

can't do much. A corporator cannot control the slum board because it

doesn't come under the corporation. He can probably use influence, that's

all", says Ramanathan, explaining where the problem lies.

He also feels that prioritisation of funds is not equitable and transparent.

"We see arbitrary decisions being made. So many crores are allocated for

metro rail. In the process of prioritising, it is always the poor who are

affected", he adds.

Bangalore-based filmmaker and political ecologist Pankaj Gupta also

echoes this opinion. "Just look at the investments - at public expense - being

made for connecting up Electronic city, the IT hub in Outer Ring Road, and

the ITPL. Look at the investments being made to keep the airport

well-connected", says Gupta.

Gupta's and Ramanathan's views are insights into a system lacking in a

balance of priorities. It is noteworthy that teenagers Shilpa and Manju of

Ulsoor already summed up the same sense in their own way earlier in this

report: the government has ignored the poor because they are busy pleasing

the rich.
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Mega Projects Versus Pro-Poor Policy

So where should change in the city begin from, for real improvement to reach

the poor?

Gupta feels that a good and responsible governance is what is required.

Ramanathan says it all needs to begin with collection of data from which the

deficit can be measured. He explains that there is no accurate data on how

many slums there are in Bangalore. "The slum board does have some data but

it is not comprehensive. How difficult is it to have an accurate list?", he asks.

The collection of data should include information on the number of

households, electricity connections, toilets, access to bus stops and so on.

"We keep talking about parking for two-wheelers and four-wheelers. My wife

(Swati Ramanathan who co-founded Janaagraha) wrote a report where she

asks about parking for pushcarts and autos".

It is estimated that the population of the poor is more than 15 lakhs in this

growing metropolis. While the city and state's decision-makers are hosting

investor meets and having sleepovers at the Vidhana Soudha, very little is

being done for the underprivileged.

So at one end of the spectrum lie mega projects like metro rail, road-

widening, signal free corridors and so on. At the other end lie Selvi and her

lot, who, in their large numbers are major contributors of low-priced labour

to Bengaluru's economy. For now, in the midst of high-rise buildings,

shopping malls and multi-national companies, the Selvis continue to

struggle to make ends meet. Their hope: a better life for their children.
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Battling Predators at Work
January 23, 2013

The Vishaka guidelines were meant to counter sexual harassment in the

office but women employees who complain often end up fighting a

lonely battle. The report deals with the case of a woman who was harassed at

the workplace and refused to keep quiet about it. Lacunae in laws and

implementation make it extremely difficult to seek justice in sexual

harassment cases.

This is the story of a woman who allegedly suffered sexual harassment at her

workplace, a multi-national company, but did not give up the fight even after

the organisation suspended and later dismissed her.

Activists have lamented how women who choose to fight the demon of

sexual harassment at the workplace are often targeted. In cases where they

decide to struggle alone, they are shown the door. Lack of strong protective

legislation worsens their plight.

To hear her tell it, the case of 32-year-old Rama Lobo (name changed to

protect identity) was no different. She is now entangled in a maze of cases

and counter-cases running in various courts, nearly a year-and-half after she

was suspended from service. But this mother of two children has not given

up. Nor has her family, which is backing her.

Rama Lobo joined Godrej Hicare Ltd. on December 1, 2005. The division

merged with ISS Integrated Facility Private Limited, a Denmark-based MNC,

in April 2009. She worked with ISS Hicare Private Limited, a Pest

Management Service provider which is a part of ISS Group – one of the

world's largest facility services providers with a presence in Europe, Asia,

USA and Australia. The company is fighting the sexual harassment and unfair

dismissal charges in court and has also filed a defamation case against her.

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit, The Hindu

Vinaya Deshpande is Principal Correspondent with The Hindu in

Mumbai. She won the award for Best Investigative Crime Story at

the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2012-13,Western Region.

Laadli
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Ms. Lobo worked in the HR (Human Resource) department and was a top

performer with consistently good ratings, so much so that her organisation

even funded her e-MBA programme by paying Rs. 3 lakhs. According to her,

things changed when a new person joined the organisation in 2010 at a very

senior position in the HR department. Ms. Lobo's boss, who used to report to

him, resigned abruptly. And she then found herself shifted to various

sections, kept without work for some time, and allegedly given hints about

“performing as per expectations.”

Every time she was put on a new task which she had not done earlier, she

took it as a challenge and excelled at the job – something admitted to by her

colleagues and bosses including senior HR personnel.

But the hints did not stop and one day, when she wanted to know why she

wasn't being promoted despite good performance, she was allegedly told

that mere performance was not sufficient, and that she needed to sit after

office hours for getting promoted.

“On June 29, 2011, [My boss] told me, 'You don't understand how to get

promotions, you are very hardworking and honest and your performance is

excellent, but this is not enough, I told you before also, you have to use your

body and your nose, mouth and tongue to get things done and to go up the

ladder.'While talking about all this, he pressed his hand against my hand and

gestured very seductively,” Ms. Lobo told

Unable to bear it, she says she screamed at him and stormed out of his office

to the nearest police station to register a complaint. Her office staff persuaded

her not to file a police complaint, fearing the reputation of the company

would be scarred. A senior management official assured her that her

complaint would be heard by the internal committee for investigating

sexual harassment.

But while hearing her case on June 30, the company allegedly flouted the

Supreme Court's guidelines under the Vishaka judgment, as also its internal

regulations under the firm's sexual harassment policy.

The confidentiality clause was breached even as the top management held a

meeting with female staffers later and told them that Ms. Lobo had raised a

sexual harassment complaint as she was unhappy at not being promoted,

and that the accused person was not at fault. The internal committee, which

The Hindu .
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signed its report on July 5, concluded that Ms. Lobo's allegations

were untrue.

When asked by in a detailed email about the alleged flouting of

norms and other pertinent queries, ISS Hicare responded, “We wish to state

at the outset that the matter is and hence, we do not wish to give

any comment at this juncture. The allegations are completely false and

baseless. In fact the accused person [has] already filed a defamation suit

against Ms. Lobo [name changed] and it is accepted by the court.”

It is, ultimately, the case of a high performer turned into a “dull, lazy, adamant

and non-cooperative” employee. She had also “brought disrepute” to the

company by escalating the matter to the senior management of the parent

company outside the country. The company, which, she claims, initially

promised her an apology letter and a promotion later suspended her before

sacking her unceremoniously, on August 13, 2012 after deciding her

complaint was untrue.

“I was only talking about my dignity. I demanded a safe working

environment. If I brought the injustice to the notice of my own seniors in the

parent company, how did I bring disrepute to the company,” she asked.

Women's rights activists have pointed out that the organisations generally

view such cases from the perspective of the company's prestige and not as

breach of an individual employee's right to dignity and safety, leading to

skewed attitudes and hushing up of such cases.

It was the Bombay High Court which came to the rescue of Ms. Lobo.

On the basis of a writ petition filed by her, it directed the police to register a

First Information Report in the case and directed the company to reformulate

a committee as per the Vishaka guidelines to investigate charges of sexual

harassment.

The company has filed counter-cases of defamation and extortion against her

and her husband.

The accused has also filed a defamation case against her in a local court. The

proceedings in all the cases continue.

The Hindu

sub judice
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Child Marriages: When Laws Betray Children…
November 12, 2012

This article explains how despite the presence of laws our country is unable

to solve the riddle of child marriages and age of consent, which has left even

the courts confused.

You wouldn't know she's a widow until you spend over an hour talking to

her about her family. In the midst of this, Asma suddenly begins gasping for

breath as she cries copiously. Her smudged kajal defines the stream in

which her tears flow down her rosy cheeks. Her puffed up eyes reflect the

tiredness on her face. As if she has cried the night before I met her.

Recollecting her husband's death, the 40-year-old woman says bluntly “he

died of cardiac arrest.”

Splashing water on her face, in a morbid tone, she says: “I'm not crying

because he died. I'm upset because he hasn't written the property on my

name.” She continues “How should I take care of all the children? I do not

work. So, where will I get the money from?” The irksome expression was an

indication of a harrowing life she underwent after her wedding.

“Why should I cry for him?” she asks, adding that she was robbed of

childhood because she was married off at the age of 13 to Sajid, a man 23

years older than her. Gradually unravelling her wedding diaries, Asma says

“This man had come to Hyderabad from Oman. He stayed at a motel which

was a stone's throw away from my house in Old City.”

Being a “richie rich”, he managed to win over my parents by offering

monetary help during difficult times, she reveals. In return, he wanted me,

she says. “My marriage was a transaction and I was the commodity,” Asma

reveals. A victim of domestic violence, Asma was taken to Oman after her

wedding with Sajid.

Tejaswini Pagadala, www.countercurrents.org

Tejaswini Pagadala is with Deccan Chronicle and her passion lie

in covering and reporting on human rights. She has written on child

sex abuse, sex education, human trafficking, Dalit rights and

deprivation and child marriage. She won the award for the Best

Feature at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.
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“He had three wives and 16 children. The old man wanted me only for sex,”

she laments, adding that she has three kids with him.

Six months after her wedding, Asma told her husband that she wanted to go

back to Hyderabad. “He said yes to that. I was happy I wouldn't be in chains

anymore.” He used to visit us one or twice a year, she reveals.

Taking a deep breath, she says “Hum logon mein ye sab chalte rehta!

Bahut Shadiyaan hote yahan tho, (It is a common practice among us,

Muslims. Child marriages are rampant in Old City),” in the native

Hyderabadi Hindi language.

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA) of 2006 states that a “child” or

minor under this law is defined as someone below 18 years of age, in the case

of girls and 21 years, in the case of boys.

Under the Act, a male adult above 18 years of age, who marries a child, shall

be punishable with rigorous imprisonment extending to two years or with a

fine of up to Rs.1 lakh or both.

“Whoever performs, conducts, directs or abets a child marriage, including

parents or an organisation will also face similar punishment,” it says.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) defines a child as a person

below 18 years and identifies the rights of children. A woman's right to free

and informed choice in the matter of a marital relationship is a fundamental

human right which is secured by the provisions of a number of international

human rights instruments, says Article 23 of the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

These international organisations enumerate various human rights standards

for the protection of children, choice of relationship and the age at marriage,

and inform the laws on child marriage in India.

But, Asma's example reflects the prevalence of child marriages among

Hyderabad's minority community. Reasons for this can be attributed to the

heavy influx of people from Saudi Arabia, Oman and other Gulf countries

into Old City.

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act

Arab Nationals
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According to activists, the “fixed-term matrimony” practice began in the

1970s after the Gulf countries banned their citizens from bringing home

minor foreign brides.

Hyderabad has been a hunting ground for Gulf Arabs seeking young, virgin

brides. This racket came to light in the early 1990s when an alert air hostess

rescued a weeping pre-teen, Ameena, from her 60-year-old Arab husband,

on a flight out of Hyderabad.

M. A. Shakeel of Human Rights Law Network says the incidence of

child marriages is high in Old City of Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh. “These

foreign nationals come on a conditionality stating they are distant relatives

of a person living in Old City or that they are physically disabled,”

Shakeel adds.

Temporary marriage contracts called Mutah happen in Old city. Generally,

aged and wealthy Arab nationals visit India, especially Hyderabad in Andhra

Pradesh, to prey on teenage girls by paying fat cash as dowry to their parents.

They marry a minor, stay in Hyderabad for a brief period and fly back home.

“This has been an age-old practice,” Shakeel explains.

In a shocking incident in January 2007, a 60-year-old Arab was on a wedding

vacation to Hyderabad. He had married three girls, Sahana, Fatima and

Asfiya, at a single sitting. All, within 10 minutes.

Similarly in May 2004, one Muhammad Zafer Yaqub Hassan al-Jorani

hailing from Sharjah came to Hyderabad on the pretext of a cataract

operation. Jorani was living with his two wives and 11 children in his Sharjah

residence. On May 7, he had married Sabah, a 19-year-old girl, in

Hyderabad. Two days later, he divorced her. On May 24, he had married

another 16-year-old girl Ruksaar. Following this, Sabah braved to approach

the police and got Jorani arrested. Police later learnt that Jorani was living

with his two wives and 11 kids at his Sharjah residence.

A person who has been a witness of several such marriages and did not want

to be named says, “I have seen such marriages. I even tried to alert the police.

In turn, I was threatened.”

Reflecting the same opinion, Mr. Shakeel says, the Human Rights Law

Network had faced several such threats in their attempts to thwart child

marriages. “In one case, we were informed about a child marriage. When we
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were on our way, we had received threatening calls from local politicians. It

was difficult to intervene,” he says, adding that the child marriage was finally

stopped with the help of the Mandal Revenue Officer and the RDO.

The Qazi Act of 1880 gives a free will for Qazis to perform weddings as the

Act doesn't specify any age limit for marriage. According to S. Umapathi

inspector general, CID, Urdughar, there is a need to amend the Qazi Act. He

adds that a clause specifying the minimum marriageable age of girls as 18

years also has to be brought into the Act.

Even the Sharia Law perpetrates child marriages as it says that a girl after

attaining puberty is ready for marriage, without specifying the age

limit again.

However, Farida Hussain, president of All India Women's conference,

explains in a report that the Qazi Act amendment would not solve the

problem. “The problem is prevalent among minor girls of other communities

too,” she says.

Irrespective of the communities in which child marriages are prevalent, child

rights' laws in India are very contradictory. “They somehow rationalise child

marriages. Different laws like the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA),

2006, the Juvenile Justice Act, the proposed Protection of Child Against

Sexual Offences Bill contradict and clash. There is no clarity,” rues Mamatha

Raghuveer of Tharuni.

An example of this can be the Protection of Children Against Sexual Offences

Bill (awaiting to become an Act). How? It has said that a minor (boy) below

18 may undergo criminal procedures if anybody complains that he has had

sex with his wife, amounting to rape. “It is mandatory for everyone to report

any under-18 sex, including the doctor the wife consults if she is pregnant,”

the Bill says.

But, under the Indian Penal Code, sex with a woman under 16, and under 15

if she's the man's wife, constitutes statutory rape and can attract a jail term of

a few years or life imprisonment. So, if a girl named A is 14 years old at the

time of her marriage, her husband has to wait for four years to have sex with

her according to the former law, while the IPC says he'll have to wait for

two years.

Contradictory Laws Perpetrate Child Marriages
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The Marriage Registration Dilemma

Low Conviction Rates

The provision included in the Hindu Marriage Act (includes Jains and

Buddhists), Muslim Marriage Act, Christian Marriage Act, Parsee Marriage

and the Divorce Act says that no marriage involving minors will be null and

void unless one of the spouses seeks annulment.

Ms. Raghuveer says many advocates are misusing the above clause in

Marriage Registration Act and the PCMA to get divorce faster for their clients.

“In most cases, the husband coaxes the girl into seeking a divorce when he

actually wants it,” she opines, adding that a person can get divorce quickly

under the PCMAAct.

On the other hand, Mr. Shakeelh adds a different angle to this. “Firstly, if the

man has married a minor, he would be questioned. He can be booked under

a criminal case for it,” he says.

The practice of manipulation of birth and marriage certificates is also part of

child marriages. “Most of girls don't have age proof or birth certificates,” says

Venkat Reddy, National Convener of MVF.

“Even if they show an age proof, it is likely to be manipulated. Same goes

with a Marriage registration certificate,” reveals Subhash Chandra, a district

official of child welfare committee.

The lack of establishing evidence also leads to low conviction rates in child

marriage cases. According to Mr. Umapathi, “People do not report these

cases. Moreover, if a case goes to a court, the evidence is diluted.”

Because it takes years for a child marriage case to reach the courts, most of

them (involved) are acquitted. “Girls do not take a strong stand. They

succumb to family pressure and withdraw the case,” Mr. Umapathi explains.

Of the total 1659 child marriage cases taken up in courts in 2011, only 76

people were convicted across India under the PCMA act, with a pendency

rate of trials at over 88 per cent. The statistics show that every one in four

persons is acquitted.

An amusing trend evident in such cases is the out-of-court settlement. “This is

convenient as they don't have to spend so much time and money,” says

Achyuta Rao, president, A. P. Balala Hakkula Sangham, adding that even at

that stage parents want the couple to re-unite.
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Policy Intervention in Andhra Pradesh

What Can be Done?

Five years after the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act has been passed, the AP

government has taken steps to curb child marriages.

Following the state's directions, Sunita Laxma Reddy, Women and Child

welfare development minister, said: “Many parents we counselled feigned

ignorance of the law. After propagation of the rules, we will act strongly.”

The six-tier system of Child Marriage Prohibition Officers (CMPOs) has been

set up from the district down to the village level to effect implementation of

the Act.

However, the dismal numbers point at the lack of data recording and

vigilance in villages despite high incidence of child marriages in certain

districts. The CMPOs, who are vested with powers of a police officer and can

thwart a wedding and book cases as well as village child marriage

prohibition and monitoring committees and the gram panchayats, opine that

child marriages have ended.

According to Mamidi S. Chandra, director, Carped and member of ICPU,

there should be a comprehensive, inter-related law regarding age of consent

and marriage across religions.

Expressing discontent over confusing laws for children, Ms. Raghuveer

says, “All these laws only add to our woes. They don't address the child

marriage problem.”

Interestingly, Mr. Shakeel says that the PCMA alone is enough to penalise

people involved in marrying off a minor. “It should only be implemented

effectively,” he says.

One should see it as a demand and supply chain, says Mr. Reddy, continuing,

“because there is demand for girls (from the boys' side), there is supply. So,

this should stop.”

While those are some suggestions to stop forced child marriages, we have

another set of astounding advices from Haryana's Khap Panchayat to its

former chief minister urging to bring down the age of consent from 18 to 16

for girls. That said, all marriages below 18 years should be automatically

made void.
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A recent United Nation's report on child marriages states that the number of

child marriages has been declining in India. Unfortunately, the dropping

numbers only to point at the contradicting laws that result in dismal reporting

of such cases.

In fact, the riddle of the age of consent and child marriages has left even the

highest institution in our country, the Judiciary, confused. So, where else do

we go?

(This article has been written as part of the Asmita Media Fellowship

2012-13)
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Dolly Thakore with special guests Naseeruddin Shah, Shabana Azmi, Javed Akhtar and Dr. A. L. Sharada
(Director, Population First).
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Empowered & Independent
July 4, 2013

The article below focuses on the rehabilitation of trafficked girls. It is pointed

out that most of the time the girls rescued were not rehabilitated properly.

Unable to go back to normal life without a source of income, they can hope

to be mainstreamed only if society treats them sensitively.

Love, marriage and security are distant dreams for trafficked women or

those forced into prostitution. Metro shares the stories of women who

made a journey from despair ro hope and a life worth living, with help

from knights, not perhaps in shining armour, but with the courage to

overcome stigma

She ran away from an oppressive family, only to be sold off to a brothel in

Mumbai. Nusrat, now Srishti, was lucky to be rescued from there and taught

herself to be self-sufficient. Wife, mother and project co-ordinator with a

rehabilitation centre, Nusrat's is a tale of inspiration…

Nusrat was nine when she ran away from home and a conservative Muslim

joint family in Howrah where girls weren't allowed to read and write or step

out of their home.

“I'd see my cousin brothers go to school but whenever I told my mother I

wanted to study, she would hush me up. I wasn't allowed to mix with Hindus

and had to bathe five times if I did. I would always feel upset so one night I

fled home and went to Howrah station,” recalls Nusrat, now 23.

The sleepy nine-year-old dozed off on a platform bench and woke up to find

herself on a moving train. “Awoman was sitting beside me and told me 'don't

worry, I will take you to a place where you'll be safe and also earn money'. So

I went along with her.” Nusrat was brave enough to land up in Mumbai with a

stranger but not old enough to realise that she had been sold to a red-light

area in Chor Bazaar.

Mohua Das, The Telegraph

Mohua Das has been a special writer of The Telegraph, Kolkata since

2006 and has steered 'The Telegraph Metro Safe City and Unsafe

City', the newspaper's editorial driven initiates against sexual

harassment in the city. She won the award for the Best New Feature

Series at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2012-13, Eastern Region.
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“I remember seeing a lot of women in pretty clothes standing along the

stretch. I was taken into a house and kept inside a room hidden within walls

where I found many little girls like me. We'd be given good food to eat, made

to watch films and sometimes a doctor would come and check us,” says

Nusrat. Although comfortable, she found it disturbing to watch the movies

and being overfed. “Now I realise that those were blue films that we were

made to watch and stuffed with food to make us fleshy.”

Nusrat had luck on her side when Mumbai's police conducted a sudden raid

on the traffickers' den and rescued the girls. Nusrat returned to Calcutta and

was put in the Liluah Home. “But my parents rejected me… they felt that for a

girl once sold into a red-light area, there was no returning home,” says

Nusrat. “I came of age by 13 and realised what it meant to be on your own.”

She moved from one shelter home to another and gradually worked towards

empowering herself with education and dance.

“I wanted to do something that would be useful for me and for girls like me.

So I became part of a rehabilitation centre and trained myself so that I could

train others,” says Nusrat who also went in for a new name to go with her new

identity when she turned 18. “Since my family had shunned me as a child, I

did not want to keep my family name. I went to the Alipore court and got my

name legally changed to Srishti.”

Like any other teenager, she fell in love with a boy who worked at a fast food

shop next to her hostel. “I would visit his shop and we got talking, then one

day he proposed to me,” said Srishti, a senior trainer and project co-ordinator

with a rehabilitation centre.

Although honest about her background, Srishti didn't want to emphasise her

past for fear of another rejection. “I was afraid, so I lied to him about my name

and my parents but he laughed and told me one day that he had found out

everything about me and was ready to accept me for what I am.”

After two years of dating and setting up their own fast food eatery, they signed

the marriage papers in 2009. “He did not hide anything from his parents

either. Although hesitant at first, they finally approved.”

Srishti, who has a one-year-old son, says, “I'm very happy today and lucky

because I've seen many survivors like me who don't find a boy ready to marry

them or a family that accepts them. The few that do are often subjected to

taunts and torment. I hope that more girls find understanding men like my

husband, who are willing to give innocent girls a fresh lease of life.”
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Enough is Enough
July 22, 2012

There are several laws to protect women at all stages of their lives. But as facts

show, they continue to suffer at the hands of society and the system. The

article below gives us the types of violence faced by women, the laws that

exist and the status.

Woman who is protected in her adolescence by the father, in her youth by

her husband, and in her old-age by her son, deserves no freedom at any

time”. (Manusmriti 9:3)Thousands of years after the Manusmriti prescribed

a very restrictive code of conduct for women, Indian society is refusing to

look beyond it. Every time one thinks that the condition of women has

improved, there is a Guwahati or a Bhagpat – a minor girl is molested and

stripped by a mob in public or a khap panchayat issues a fatwa that women

can't use cell phones and dare not go out without covering their faces. One is

forced to rethink.

Even worse are the statements of those who are mandated by the law to

protect the rights of women. National Commission for Women chairperson

Mamta Sharma's statement after the Guwahati incident that 'Women should

be careful in dressing themselves' is highly insensitive and outrageous, to say

the least. It also exposes the limitations of the system that always appoints

people with political backgrounds to such posts, perhaps fearing an

independent person might embarrass the political establishment.

When the Indian constitution came into force on January 26, 1950, we opted

for universal adult franchise at a time when women did not have voting rights

in many of the western countries, including Switzerland. Today, we have a

woman president, a woman speaker, a woman chairperson of the ruling

coalition and several successful women in various fields. Notwithstanding

these achievements, 65 years after independence, the condition of women in

Satya Prakash, Hindustan Times

Satya Prakash is the Legal Editor at Hindustan Times, New Delhi.

He won the award for the Best Informative Feature at the

Media and Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Northern Region.
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Life cycle of an Indian woman: exploited, subjugated and shortchanged from

birth to death
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general is deteriorating. What is also disturbing is the fact that they are unsafe

even in the so-called educated urban set-up.

A woman is harassed and discriminated against throughout her life

(see lifestages).

Obviously, the Manusmriti's advice isn't working. According to a study by

the South India Cell for Human Rights Education and Monitoring, a woman is

molested every 26 minutes. One woman is raped every 34 minutes. Nearly

five lakh girls are killed every year even before birth.

One-fourth of the 15 million girls born every year don't get to celebrate their

15th birthday. Around 1,000 honour killings (mostly girls) take place every

year. According to "UN Human Development Report 2011”, India ranks a

low 134 among 187 countries in terms of the human development index

(HDI), thanks to the gender inequality practised in the country.

Fifteen years after the Supreme Court laid down guidelines to deal with

sexual harassment at the workplace, India is still struggling to have a proper

law to deal with the issue. It's taken 12 years for the government to consider

the Law Commission's 172nd Report on Review of Rape Laws and propose

changes in the Indian Penal Code. God knows how much more time it will

take to translate

the Bill approved by the Cabinet on July 19 into a proper law. Enough is

enough. The time for talk is over. Here's how things stack up – and the

reasons why action needs to be taken. As of yesterday.

A joint study carried out by researchers in India and Canada

projects that half a million unborn girls may be aborted in India every year.

According to the 2011 Census, the country has an average sex ratio of 940

females to 1000 males. Kerala has the highest sex ratio at 1084 while

Haryana has the lowest at 877. The union territory of Daman and Diu has a

sex ratio of 618. Things don't look set to get better. According to the GOI's

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, there will be 931 females per 1000

males in 2016 and 930 by 2021.

Life cycle of an Indian woman: exploited, subjugated and shortchanged from

birth to death

Overview:

How safe are women in India:

BIRTH (0-4 YEARS)

Foeticide

Life cycle of an Indian woman: exploited, subjugated and shortchanged from

birth to death
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The idea that the sex ratio is more skewed among the uneducated or rural

population isn't entirely true. In 1901, it stood at 979. More than a century

later in 2011, it has fallen to 947. In urban areas, it was 910 in 1901; it stood

at 926 in 2011.

A number of laws have been passed to curb female foeticide and

improve the gender balance in 1982. The spotlights first focused on clinics

offering sex determination tests. The Central Act PreNatal Diagnostic

Techniques Act (Regulation and Prevention of Mususe) was passed in 1994.

Though it's estimated by the UN that 50 million girls are missing in

India due to foeticide, a few hundred cases are registered under the PNDT

act. Convictions are even fewer with not more than a hundred in 18 years of

the law's existence. But perhaps things are set to change. Last week, the Jind

Maha Khap, a gathering of more than 300 khap panchayats, denounced

female foeticide.

In the case of infanticides, things are trickier as these cases are

often reported as still-births or not reported at all.

Culprits can be tried under the Indian Penal Code.

Though there are enough provisions to try culprits under murder

charges, female infanticide goes largely unnoticed.

Girls are more likely to be malnourished than boys in India

Provisions of domestic abuse can be used if girl child is being

discriminated against in terms of food distribution due to her gender.

Since it is hard to identify such cases, the laws are

never implemented.

The malnutrition level in male children is 45.6 % and 48.9% in

girl children.

There is a 20-40% shortfall of attendance for girls in Rajasthan,

Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and

Law:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Infanticide

Nutrition

CHILDHOOD (5-12 YEARS)

Education
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Orissa. The shortfall is 5-10 % in Assam, Punjab, Gujarat, Maharashtra,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu.

The Right to Education Act provides for universal education for children

in the age group of six to 14.

The male female sex ratio for school attendance shows the

difference is lower in the six-10 years age group. The drop out rate is higher

for girls in the 10+ stage.

The gender bias against the girl child continues to manifest itself with

families not sending their girls to school.

For every woman aged below 18 getting married in urban areas,

three are doing the same in rural areas. J & K has seen the largest dip in

underaged brides at 83%. Kerala is the only state that has seen a 50%

increase in girls getting married by age 18.

In 2006 the Government of India replaced the Child Marriage Restraint

Act 1929 with the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act. Now child marriage is

punishable with rigorous imprisonment. A non-bailable offence, those

performing child marriages, male adults above 18 years marrying a child and

the persons responsible for the child could be severely punished.

Despite the Delhi High Court declaring child marriage a

violation of human rights, the practice is still rampant.

The incidence of of early marriages remains high in Jharkhand,

Rajasthan, Bihar, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar

Pradesh and Chattisgarh with Jharkhand topping the chart at 71%.

The NSSO survey2009-10 puts the number of working children at

49.84 lakh. 19.25 were female. However UNICEF data of 2004-05 had put

the number of working children at a much higher figure of 60 million.

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act of 1986 prohibits the

employment of children below 14 years in 70 hazardous occupations.

Domestic work and hotel work is on the list of banned occupations. The

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) of Children Act of 2000 made it a

crime, punishable with a prison term for anyone to procure or employ a child

in bondage.

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Child Marriage

Girl Child Labour
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Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Overview:

Despite the list of hazardous occupations, the practice of

employing child labour continues.

Minor girls from rural and tribal areas who work as domestic help are

often kept in inhuman conditions and deprived of basic amenities.

There are two million child commercial sex workers between five

and 15 years of age. They form 40% of the total population of commercial

sex workers in India. Five lakh children are forced into this trade every year.

Section Five of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act or PITA of 1986 states

that procuring or inducing a child into prostitution will be met with a

minimum seven-year prison sentence which can be extended to a life term.

The Juvenile xxxJustice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, intends

to help the large number of children in need of care and protection but many

fall victim to abuse at state home too.

Minors continue to be forced into begging, prostitution, pornography,

the organ trade and sex tourism.

One out of two children in schools have faced sexual abuse

according to 'Study on Child abuse India 2007'conducted by the Ministry

of Women and Child Development. About 63% of girls in Delhi have

experienced sexual abuse at the hands of a family member. Nearly 33% of

the women said the perpetrator had been the father, grandfather or a male

friend of the family (Sakshi, 1997).

The Parliament has passed the Protection of Children from Sexual

Offences Bill, 2011 during the last Budget session.

To protect children below 18 from sexual abuse, the

Parliament has set up special courts for speedy trial of cases against them and

provided stringent punishment extending up to life term for offenders.

The number of cases under the Indecent Representation of

Women (Prohibition) Act 1986 has been increasing over the years – from 190

in 1998 to nearly 900 in 2010. As per the National Crime Records Bureau,

Child Trafficking

ADOLESCENCE (13-18 YEARS)

Sexual Violence

Women in Media
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there was a nearly 200% increase in reported cases between 1999 and 2000.

Andhra Pradesh with 753 cases in 2010 has accounted for the highest in

the country.

Indecent Representation of Women (prohibition) Act, 1986 (IRWPA)

deals with the prohibition of advertisements and selling of publications that

indecently represent women. The Information Technology Act, 2000:

Section 67 of the IT Act is a legislative measure against pornography, while

the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995 prohibits the

transmission of advertisements which are not in conformity with the

Advertisement Code.

In May 2012, the government said it is considering

including visual media and computer (includingthe internet) within the

scope of the IRWPA.

According to a 2010 survey by A. C. Nielson, nearly 90% women

in India use ashes, newspapers, dried leaves, even husk sand during their

periods due to unaffordability of sanitary napkins. Menstrual hygiene is

lowest in eastern India with 83% women saying their families can't afford

SNs. Due to inadequate protection during menstruation, adolescent girls

miss five days of school every month, 23% drop out of school after they

start menstruating and over 70% of the women have some kind of

reproductive tract infection in their lifetime, increasing the risk of contracting

associated cancers.

There is no uniform legislation on the subject and different states have

municipal byelaws.

In June 2010, the Union Health Ministry announced Rs. 150 crore

scheme to provide sanitary napkins to adolescent girls in rural areas for

Re. 1 per pack. However, this 'plan'is yet to kick off.

It is estimated that 1,000 honour killings take place per year

across India, against the global figure of about 5,000 across the world. (India

figures according to 2010 independent study by lawyers Anil Malhotra and

Ranjit Malhotra of Malhotra & Malhotra Associates, Chandigarh. (Global

figures according to UNHRC, 2010.)

Law:

Implementation:

Overview:

Law:

Status:

Overview:

Sanitation

YOUTH (18-40 YEARS)

Honour Killing
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Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

There is no separate law to deal with honour killings. IPC 302, the law

dealing with murders is used to prosecute the accused in such cases.

Supreme Court lawyer Aishwarya Bhati says that as society

changes, the law changes to adapt to it. She cites the formulation of 304B of

the IPC to deal with dowry deaths in 1986 after dowry deaths had become an

overwhelming menace. Bhati adds, “Just as special circumstances of dowry

deaths were recognised and laws formulated to deal with such crimes, it may

be time to formulate laws to deal with honour killings, where the onus of

disproving the allegation would be on the defendent as opposed it being on

the prosecution.” If a law formulated around circumstances – for example,

unnatural death under suspicious circumstances occurring close to

marriage, after a history of threats, and caste-based animosity – could be

established for honour killings, convictions would become easier.

In the absence of a specific law, the khap panchayats are having

a field day as even the general Indian Penal Code provisions relating

to unlawful assembly and murder are not being implemented by

law-enforcement agencies.

Although legislations against the dowry system are in place – the

first one becoming law in 1961 and another stringent one against dowry

deaths formulated in 1986 – the practice continues largely because Indian

society internalizes a patriarchal culture, which is also becoming

increasingly consumerist.

In 1986, after pressure from activists, the Indian Penal Code was

amended to include section 304 B, specifically against murder following

harassment for dowry.

Various crime-against-women cells have been formed

around the country by various states, which deal with, among other things,

dowry harassment complaints. However, awareness of the existence of these

cells is still very low among women.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau's figures, 8,618

dowry deaths were reported in 2011, a rise of 91% since 2006. The 2011

figure translates into 23.61 cases of dowry deaths in the country every day. A

charge-sheeting rate of 92% and a conviction rate of 35.8% were reported

for 2011. In the same year, 6,619 cases of dowry harassment were reported.

DOWRY
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Domestic Abuse

MIDDLE AGE (40-60 YEARS)

Sexual Harassment at Work

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Despite the legislation, instances of domestic violence are

rampant. According to a report by UN Women, around 35% Indian women

suffer physical violence at the hands of their partners while nearly 40% men

and women think that it is sometimes or always 'justifiable' for a man to beat

his wife. There is no law dealing with marital rape.

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 came into

force on October 26, 2006. It means to protect the wife or female live-in

partner from domestic violence.

Little has been done to address domestic violence. Public

intervention would be helpful and NGOs have initiated campaigns like

“Ghanti Bajao” (“ring the bell”).

According to National Crime Records Bureau's 2011 figures, 99,135

cases of domestic abuse were reported – a rise of 57% over 2006. For 2011,

the NCRB reports a chargesheeting rate of 94.4% but a dismal 20.2%

conviction rate.

According to an all-India study by NGO Sakshi, 80% women

confirmed that sexual harassment existed in their workplace. The Supreme

Court defines sexual harassment as any unwelcome gesture, behaviour,

words or advances that are sexual in nature.

India still awaits a law dealing with this problem. In the absence of one

the Supreme Court has said the Vishakh and others vs State of Rajasthan

(1997) is to be used as a set of guidelines.

Dr. Medha Kotwal Lele, coordinator of Aalochana, filed a

petition with the Supreme Court which said that neither the Centre nor the

states had implemented the Vishaka Guidelines. A case that has been cited in

this regard is that of Baroda's MS University where a research scholar was

repeatedly abused by her supervisor and on complaining, none of the

Supreme Court's guidelines were followed, specifically that of involving an

NGO familiar with sexual harassment cases.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has prepared a draft

entitled 'The Protection of Women against Sexual Harassment at Workplace
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Bill, 2007'to provide for the prevention and redressal of sexual harassment of

women at the workplace. However, this is still at the Bill stage.

Indian divorce laws are skewed against women because most of

them do not enjoy high economic status. Even in the case of claiming

maintenance, men can feign loss of wealth. Tracing property in India is tough

and women seldom have the means to do so. Men often buy property in the

name of their relatives and plead poverty in divorce courts.

As per Hindu Marriage Act, both women and men can file for divorce

and have equal rights. But in terms of maintenance and custody battle over

children, women tend to be at a disadvantage because of their low economic

status. The triple-talaq way of terminating Muslim marriages does not give

Muslim women any say in the matter. A marriage can be dissolved even

without the consent of the wife.

According to an upcoming study on The Economic Rights &

Entitlements of Separated and Divorced Women in India, more than 80% of

the more than 400 separated or divorced women surveyed blame 'cruelty or

domestic violence in their marital homes', for their split.

The crucial stage of empowerment in a democracy is involvement

in law-making and the political process. Despite being close to half the

population, women are under-represented in the political process, at the

central level as well as in the legislative assemblies. Maintenance and Welfare

of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 and National Policy for Old Persons

1999, Criminal Procedure Code,1973 ( section 125 for maintenance).

In India, the representation of women in Parliament is 11%, which is

lower than sub-Saharan Africa. In 2000, the number of women in the Lok

Sabha was 49, which progressed to 60 in 2012. From 9% in 2000,

representation now stands at 11%. This is below the average of 18% in

South Asia.

The Women's Reservation Bill, ensuring 33% reservation to women in

Parliament and state legislative bodies, was passed in the Rajya Sabha in

March, 2010. It is pending in Lok Sabha. It seeks to reserve 181 of 543 seats in

the Lok Sabha and 1,370 of 4,109 seats in the 28 State Assemblies.

Overview:

Law:

Status:

Overview:

Status:

Law:

Divorce

Political Empowerment
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Implementation:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Overview:

Law:

Implementation:

Status:

Following a constitutional amendment in 1993, 33% of

seats are reserved for women in Panchayati Raj institutions. Reservation in

Panchayat institutions has been implemented effectively in most states.

Women in their old age become subject to more subjugation as

they are discriminated against for a share in property by inheritance or

otherwise. Widows, who are left with no socio-economic standing of their

own after their husband's death, are abandoned by their families in the

religious town of Vrindavan. A Supreme Court-appointed panel has

highlighted their pathetic condition.

The Hindu Succession Act of 2005 granted women co-equal

inheritance rights to ancestral and jointly owned property. In 2011, the

section of the law which denied rights of a widow to inherit her husband's

property upon remarriage was repealed. The Widow Remarriage Act of 1856

allowed Hindu women to remarry after death of their spouse.

Enforcement of this law is weak. Many women are still

denied inheritance.

India's elderly population has already crossed 100 million during

2011. As per the 2011 census, for elderly at (60+) population sex ratio is in

favour of elderly women by 1022:1000. There are 40 million widows in

India, almost 10% of the female population.

Old age homes in India are a myth. We have only about 2000 old

age homes operational across India with only 50 old age homes for women.

Maintenence and Welfare of parents and Senior Citizens Act 2007 and

National Policy for Old Persons 1999, Criminal Procedure Code 1972

(Section 125 for maintenance)

Procedural delays are common and are a great hindrance

to these beneficial legislation.

As per a study almost 17,000 people in India turn 60 every day and

9000 among them are women. About 2500 old women die every day.

(Agewell Foundation)

OLD AGE (60 YEARS +)

Widowhood

Old Age Homes
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JeeuceerkeÀer DeewjleeW keÀe mketÀue Deeboesueve-SkeÀ SsefleneefmekeÀ efJepe³e

This story, which was published in Ujala Chadi in Jaipur, is about a Dalit

village in Sikar in Rajasthan which did not have a school for children in the

age group of 6 to 14 years. The Government school was 2 km. away and the

private ones were expensive. So a group of Dalit women started a movement

to open a school and finally succeeded in opening one after 2 years. The

story also tells us about the obstacles they faced in the process.

jepemLeeve kesÀ meerkeÀj Menj kesÀ Debyes[keÀj veiej keÀer JeeuceerefkeÀ yemleer~ ³eneb 6 mes 14

Je<e& kesÀ ueieYeie 250 ye®®es~ Fve ye®®eeW kesÀ efueS yemleer ceW keÀesF& mejkeÀejer mketÀue veneR

Leer~ ye®®es heæ{ves keÀneb peeles~ ye®®eeW keÀer heæ{eF& keÀe yeeræ[e Gþe³ee yemleer keÀer ner JeeuceerefkeÀ

mecegoe³e keÀer DeewjleeW ves~ Deheveer yemleer ceW mketÀue KegueJeeves kesÀ efueS Fve DeewjleeW ves leerve

meeue henues Deeboesueve Megª efkeÀ³ee~ Fme oewjeve FvekesÀ meeceves keÀF& ©keÀeJeìW DeeF¥~ meYeer

ves efceuekeÀj nj ©keÀeJeì keÀe meecevee efkeÀ³ee~ DeeefKejkeÀej, 24 veJebyej 2011 keÀes

Fve DeewjleeW ves Deheveer yemleer ceW mketÀue KegueJeekeÀj ner oce efue³ee~

keÀnves keÀes lees yemleer mes 2 efkeÀueesceerìj otj mejkeÀejer mketÀue yevee nw~ Jeneb lekeÀ jsue keÀer

heìefj³eeb Deewj jeä^er³e jepeceeie& keÀes heej keÀjkesÀ peevee heæ[lee Lee~ ye®®eeW kesÀ

heefjJeejJeeueeW keÀes [j meleelee jnlee Lee~ FvekeÀer yemleer ceW keÀF& efvepeer mketÀue Yeer Kegues~

mketÀueeW keÀer cenbieer HeÀerme, [sme, petles, Yeejer YejkeÀce yemlee Fve iejerye heefjJeejeW kesÀ efueS

Deemeeve veneR Lee~ ³es lees Deheveer ner yemleer ceW mketÀue KegueJeevee ®eenles Les~

Fme mebIe<e& ceW meeLe efceuee JeeuceerefkeÀ ceefnuee DeefOekeÀej ceb®e keÀe~ ceb®e mes pegæ[er cebpet

yeleeleer nw~ 29 efomebyej 2009 keÀes nce lelkeÀeueerve keÀuekeÌìj mes mketÀue keÀer ceebie kesÀ

“ ”

Ramtarun, Ujala Chadi

Aruna Burte is a feminist activist and has been consistently

writing on gender issues. She was awarded for Consistent

Engagement with Gender Issues at the Media and

Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13,

Western Region.
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efueS SkeÀ ef®eùer ueskeÀj efceueves ieS~ keÀuekeÌìj meenye ves keÀne ueesie lees efJeosMe lekeÀ

heæ{ves peeles nQ~ keÌ³ee DeehekesÀ ye®®es 2 efkeÀueesceerìj lekeÀ Yeer veneR pee mekeÀles leye nceves

SkeÀ DeeJeepe ceW peJeeye efo³ee meenye iejerye keÀe keÀesF& ye®®ee efJeosMe heæ{ves veneR peelee~

kesÀJeue hewmes JeeueeW kesÀ ye®®es heæ{ves peeles nQ~ iejerye cepeotjer keÀjkesÀ Deheves heefjJeej keÀes

heeues ³ee 2 efkeÀueesceerìj otj kesÀ mketÀue ceW ye®®eeW keÀes íesæ[ves Deewj uesves peeS~

DeewjleeW keÀer efpeuee keÀuekeÌìj mes henueer cegueekeÀele, Yeues ner yesDemej jner~ keÀuekeÌìj keÀe

ìeue ceìesuet jJew³ee, GvekesÀ Fjeos keÀes Deewj cepeyetle keÀj ie³ee~ leye mes meerkeÀj mes

pe³ehegj, pe³ehegj mes efouueer lekeÀ Deheveer DeeJeepe keÀes hengb®eeves ceW Fve DeewjleeW ves keÀesF&

keÀesj keÀmej yeekeÀer veneR íesæ[er~

Fmeer mebIe<e& keÀer meeLeer ue#ceer, nepeje, he´sce Deewj veeLeer yeeF& yeleeleer nQ~ ueieeleej 2 meeue

lekeÀ nce ueæ[les jns~ 51 yeej mejkeÀejer oHeÌlejeW kesÀ ®ekeÌkeÀj ueieeS~ 32 yeej ceb$eer,

cegK³eceb$eer Deewj DeefOekeÀeefj³eeW keÀes %eeheve efoS, 2 yeej lelkeÀeueerve efMe#ee ceb$eer mes efceues~

5 yeej mewkeÀ[eW ye®®eeW kesÀ meeLe jwueer efvekeÀeueles ngS keÀuekeÌìj, [erF&Dees keÀe IesjeJe

efkeÀ³ee~ jepemLeeve yeeue DeefOekeÀej Dee³eesie SJeb jeä^er³e yeeue DeefOekeÀej Dee³eesie

efouueer lekeÀ yeele hengb®eeF&~ leye peekeÀj 28 pegueeF& 2011 keÀes mketÀue mJeerke=Àefle keÀer

SkeÀ ef®eùer ceefnuee ceb®e keÀes efceueer~ KegMeer keÀe efþkeÀevee veneR jne~ ³en KegMeer Yeer peuoer

ner eE®elee ceW yeoue ieF&~ nceves ef®eùer ceW efMe#ee efJeYeeie keÀer SkeÀ Mele& keÀes heæ{e~ Mele& Leer

yemleerJeemeer mketÀue kesÀ efueS Deiej peceerve oWies, lees mketÀue Keguesiee~

³egJee keÀefJe Deewj meceepekeÀceea nsceble kegÀceej keÀnles nQ efHeÀj nceves ³en le³e efkeÀ³ee efkeÀ Yeues

ner mejkeÀejer peceerve vee nes~ SkeÀ efkeÀjeS kesÀ cekeÀeve ceW mketÀue ®eueeSbies~ FmekesÀ efueS Yeer

nceW ®eej cenerveeW lekeÀ 19 yeej efMe#ee efJeYeeie Deewj heer[yu³et[er Dee@efHeÀme kesÀ ®ekeÌkeÀj

ueieeves heæ[s~ Deiemle 2010 ceW lelkeÀeueerve [erF&Dees ves Deheveer efpeccesoeefj³eeW mes keÀVeer

keÀeì ueer~ pevehe´efleefveefOe³eeW keÀe mketÀue veneR KegueJeeves keÀe Kego hej Yeejer oyeeJe yelee³ee~

nceves met®evee keÀe DeefOekeÀej keÀevetve kesÀ lenle 8 efmelebyej 2010 keÀes SkeÀ

DeejìerDeeF& ueieeF&~ nceejer Dee|pe³eeW hej Deye lekeÀ keÀer keÀe³e&Jeeefn³eeW kesÀ yeejs ceW

peevekeÀejer ®eener~ nceejs DeeJesove mes efJeYeeieer³e DeefOekeÀejer ueeue heerues nes ieS~

?

“

”

“ ”
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18 DekeÌìtyej 2010 keÀes efMe#ee efJeYeeie ves DeejìerDeeF& keÀe efueefKele peJeeye efo³ee~

keÀne efkeÀ keÀe³e&Jeener efveosMeeue³e mlej hej nes jner nw~ nce kegÀí veneR keÀj mekeÀles nQ~

FmekesÀ yeeo efHeÀj Yeeieoewæ[ ngF&~ ef®eefù³eeb efueKeer ieF¥~ Deepe keÀue keÀjles ngS efHeÀj mes

®eej ceen iegpeej efoS~ efHeÀj veS [erF&Dees DeeS~ mketÀue Deeboesueve keÀer YeeJevee mecePeer~

YeeweflekeÀ mel³eeheve keÀe Yejesmee pelee³ee~ FmekesÀ yeeo efMe#ee efJeYeeie keÀer yemleer efJeefpeì

ngF&~ Fme yeej DeefOekeÀeefj³eeW mes mecegoe³e yewþkeÀ kesÀ oewjeve meerOes ner ye®®eeW ves mketÀue veneR

Keesueves keÀe keÀejCe hetíe~

28 pegueeF& 2011 kesÀ mketÀue cebpetjer DeeosMe kesÀ yeeo Yeer efJeYeeieer³e DeefOekeÀeefj³eeW kesÀ

jJewS ceW yeoueeJe veneR Dee³ee~ DeewjleeW ves Deheves efpeuee keÀuekeÌìj, efpeuee he´cegKe Deewj

[erF&Dees keÀes 8 veJebyej keÀes SkeÀ ®esleeJeveer Yeje he$e efueKee~ keÀne ³ee lees Jes mketÀue KeesueW

Dev³eLee nce Ssmes YesoYeeJe kesÀ efJejesOe ceW Deefveeq½elekeÀeueerve Oejves hej yewþWieer~ leye

Deeveve HeÀeveve ceW 14 veJebyej keÀes veS mketÀue kesÀ efueS oes efMe#ekeÀeW keÀer efve³egefÊeÀ

keÀer ieF&~

yeme efHeÀj keÌ³ee Lee~ 21 veJebyej keÀe efove le³e ngDee mketÀue GodIeeìve meceejesn keÀe~

ìerce ves mketÀue kesÀ efueS efyeuedbef[ie {tb{er~ jbieeF& hegleeF& keÀer~ cewoeve keÀer meHeÀeF& keÀer Deewj

Yespe efo³ee v³eewlee, efpeuee he´Meemeve Deewj peve he´efleefveefOe³eeW keÀes~ Gme efove GheeqmLele

efpeuee he´cegKe, efMe#ee DeefOekeÀejer Deewj Dev³e DeeieblegkeÀeW ves JeeuceerefkeÀ ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ

mketÀue Deeboesueve keÀer peerle keÀer yengle yengle yeOeeF&³eeb oeR~ me®e ceW Fme efove mecet®eer yemleer

kesÀ ye®®eeW, ceefnuee, heg©<e Deewj mebieþve kesÀ ueesieeW ves Fmes SkeÀ efJepe³e GlmeJe keÀer

lejn cevee³ee~

Fme efove keÀjerye 120 ye®®eeW ves neLeeW neLe veece efueKee³ee~ keÀesceue, p³eesefle, ®eeboveer,

hee³eue, ceesefvekeÀe, efJeMeeKee, hetpee, he´ceeso, jengue neLe ceW ue·è efueS Deheves veS mketÀue

keÀes SkeÀ ìkeÀ efvenej jns Les~ efpeme hej efueKee Lee, veJeerve jepekeÀer³e he´eLeefcekeÀ efJeÐeeue³e,

JeeuceerefkeÀ yemleer, Decyes[keÀj veiej~ SkeÀ Ssmee mketÀue efpemekeÀe mehevee GvekeÀer ceebDeeW ves

Deepe mes 2 meeue henues osKee Lee~

“ ”
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DeeOeer Deeyeeoer hetjer oeJesoejer,

May 1, 2013

OeejCeeSb yeveves ceW Keeme leewj hej peye Jes vekeÀejelcekeÀ Deewj ceefnueeDeeW mes pegæ[er neW p³eeoe

JeÊeÀ veneR ueielee Deepe mes oes oMekeÀ henues peye ceO³e he´osMe ceW heb®ee³eleer jepe kesÀ ®egveeJe ceW

ceefnueeDeeW keÀes SkeÀ efleneF& efnmmesoejer oer ieF& leye keÀF& lejn keÀer yeeleW keÀner ieF& LeeR FveceW mes

p³eeoelej keÀe ueyyeesuegDeeye Lee efkeÀ ³en ceefnueeDeeW keÀes Deej#eCe osves kesÀ veece hej Dehe´l³e#e

ªhe mes heb®ee³eleeW hej heg©<eeW keÀe keÀypee yejkeÀjej jKeves keÀer ner keÀesefMeMe nw Gmeer mece³e ³en

yeleeves kesÀ efueS efkeÀ ceefnueeSb jepeveerefle veneR keÀj mekeÀleeR mejheb®eheefle pewmes pegceues ieæ{s

ieS Fme yeer®e heb®ee³eleeW ceW ceefnueeDeeW keÀes he®eeme HeÀermeoer Deej#eCe Yeer os efo³ee ie³ee Ssmes

ceW Fme OeejCee keÀer heæ[leeue peªjer nw efkeÀ keÌ³ee me®e ceW ie´eceerCe mlej hej ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ yeer®e

mes vesle=lJe GYeejves keÀer keÀesefMeMe keÀneR hengb®eer nw

cehe´ ceW heb®ee³ele keÀe ®egveeJe ngS oes meeue mes Yeer DeefOekeÀ keÀe JeÊeÀ iegpej ®egkeÀe nw

ceiej heb®ee³ele ®egveeJe kesÀ DeebkeÀæ[s SkeÀ peien veneR efceueves mes jepeveerefle ceW ceefnueeDeeW keÀer

Jepeveoejer keÀe helee veneR ®eue heelee nw efuenepee ³en peeveves kesÀ efueS lenuekeÀe ves

heb®ee³eleer jepe efJeYeeie Deewj ®egveeJe Dee³eesie mes efceues DeebkeÀæ[eW keÀes FkeÀùe keÀjkesÀ peye

íeveyeerve Megª keÀer lees keÀF& ®eeQkeÀevesJeeues veleerpes meeceves DeeS meyemes henuee Deewj megKeo

~

~

~

~ ~

~

~

~

‘

This feature highlights the empowerment of women in the underdeveloped

and tribal areas of Bundelkhand district of Madhya Pradesh. The women

Panchayat members were instrumental in the progress being made in their

villages be it in education, health, sanitation, roads or agriculture. That their

work is well appreciated by the community is established by the fact that they

have been contesting and winning elections in the general category, thus

changing the perception that politics is not for women.

, ,

’

?

Shirish Khare, Tehelka

Shirish Khare is a senior correspondent with Tehelka magazine,

based in Bhopal. He won the award for the Best Feature-Magazine

Award at the Media and Advertising Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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2 5

1,695
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30
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efve<keÀ<e& lees ³ener efceuee efkeÀ meeueeW mes heb®ee³eleer jepe ceW vesle=lJe keÀer SkeÀ

he´YeeJeMeeueer keÀæ[er yeveer jner Fve ceefnuee mejheb®eeW Deewj heb®eeW ves efme³eemele kesÀ keÀF&

heg©<eeW Je he´leerkeÀeW keÀes yeoue efo³ee nw keÀF& peieneW hej Jes veslee yeveves keÀer heefjYee<ee

Deewj Yee<ee Yeer yeoue jner nQ ³eefo mes ueskeÀj Deye lekeÀ keÀer GvekeÀer Fme jepeveereflekeÀ

³ee$ee ceW peeSb lees GvneWves Fme yeer®e oes yeæ[er heeefj³eeb Kesueer nQ SkeÀ lees

cehe´ keÀer Fve ceefnueeDeeW ves meeceev³e meerìeW hej Yeer Keemeer mebK³ee ceW ceoeX keÀes

heìkeÀveer oskeÀj GvekesÀ Yeerlej mes jepeveereflekeÀ Þesÿlee keÀe Ye´ce leesæ[e nw

GvekeÀer otmejer yeæ[er GheueeqyOe ³en jner efkeÀ Deejef#ele meerìeW hej Yeer ®egveeJe oj ®egveeJe

ceefnuee GcceeroJeejeW keÀer mebK³ee yeæ{leer jner keÀce Gce´ Deewj Deueie-Deueie #es$eeW keÀer

ceefnueeSb cewoeve ceW GlejeR meeceev³e ceefnuee meerìeW hej oefuele ³ee DeeefoJeemeer ceefnuee

mejheb®e yeveeR GveceW mes keÀF& otmejer Deewj leermejer yeej peerleeR Deewj GveceW Yeer keÀF& peveheo

meom³e Deewj efpeuee DeO³e#e keÀer kegÀmeea lekeÀ hengb®eeR Fmemes peneb keÀeHeÀer no lekeÀ metyes

keÀe efme³eemeer heefj¢M³e yeouee keÀece-keÀepe kesÀ leewj-lejerkesÀ Yeer yeoues Deewj keÀF& peien Jes

Deece ueesieeW keÀes ³en Snmeeme efoueeves ceW keÀece³eeye jneR efkeÀ GvekeÀe vesle=lJe ceoeX mes

yesnlej nes mekeÀlee nw

ieewj keÀjves uee³ekeÀ leL³e ³en nw efkeÀ jepeveerefle keÀer henueer meeræ{er keÀns peeves Jeeues

heb®ee³eleer ®egveeJe ceW kegÀue ueeKe npeej peve he´efleefveefOe ®egves ieS Deewj efpeveceW mes

ueeKe npeej ceefnueeSb nQ FveceW Yeer DeeOes mes DeefOekeÀ ceefnueeSb ³ee lees DeeefoJeemeer

leyekesÀ keÀer nQ ³ee oefuele Deewj efheíæ[s Jeie& keÀer cehe´ ceW SkeÀ mejheb®e ueesieeW

keÀe he´efleefveefOelJe keÀjlee nw Deewj Fme efuenepe mes ³eneb keÀer keÀjerye npeej ceefnuee

mejheb®e heewves leerve keÀjesæ[ ueesieeW keÀe he´efleefveefOelJe keÀjleer nQ FmekeÀe he´YeeJe

heb®ee³ele kesÀ Thejer mlej hej heæ[e nw Deewj he®eeme efpeuee heb®ee³ele DeO³e#eeW ceW mes

³eeveer HeÀermeoer ceefnueeSb nQ uesefkeÀve Fmemes Yeer DeefOekeÀ megKeo yeele ³en nw efkeÀ ³eneb

ín npeej mes DeefOekeÀ ceefnuee pevehe´efleefveefOe Ssmeer nQ efpevneWves meeceev³e meerì hej

ceoeX keÀes ceele oer ³en neue leye nw peye meeceev³e meerì keÀes heg©<e Deejef#ele meerì

yeleekeÀj ieuele lejerkesÀ mes ceefnueeDeeW keÀes ®egveeJe ueæ[ves mes jeskeÀves keÀer keÀesefMeMe keÀer

peeleer nw
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JeneR ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ efueS Deejef#ele meerìeW kesÀ DeebkeÀæ[s ieJeen nQ efkeÀ ®egveeJe ceW

ceefnuee Yeeieeroeefjlee keÀe ie´eHeÀ lespeer mes yeæ{e nw ³en me®e nw efkeÀ he´osMe ceW peye

heb®ee³eleer jepe keÀe³ece ngDee Lee leye he´YeeJeMeeueer ueesieeW keÀes ceefnuee Deej#eCe mes keÀeHeÀer

KegMeer ngF& GvneWves Deheves Iej ³ee Deheves KesleeW ceW keÀece keÀjves Jeeues cepeotj kesÀ Iej

keÀer ceefnuee keÀes Deeies keÀjkesÀ ve kesÀJeue jepeveereflekeÀ cenlJeekeÀeb#ee hetjer keÀer yeequkeÀ GvekesÀ

veece hej efJekeÀeme keÀe hewmee Yeer næ[hee neueebefkeÀ SkeÀ leyekeÀe ceevelee nw efkeÀ Ssmeer yeele

kesÀJeue ceefnueeDeeW hej ner veneR yeequkeÀ Gve ceoeX hej Yeer ueeiet nesleer nQ efpevekesÀ heo

keÀe HeÀe³eoe keÀesF& otmeje Gþelee nw

yeeJepeto FmekesÀ jep³e keÀer ceefnueeDeeW ceW IetbIeì Keesueves keÀer jepeveerefle keÀe ®eueve yeæ{e nw

Deewj ®egveeJe Dee³eesie kesÀ keÀeiepeele osKeW lees henues mejheb®e kesÀ ®egveeJe ceW ceefnuee Deejef#ele

meerì hej ceefnuee GcceeroJeej {tbæ{s mes veneR efceueleer LeeR Deewj kesÀ ®egveeJe ceW

mejheb®e kesÀ SkeÀ heo kesÀ efueS Deewmeleve ome ceefnueeSb cewoeve ceW GlejeR lenuekeÀe ves ome

efpeueeW keÀer ceefnuee pevehe´efleefveefOe³eeW keÀer heæ[leeue keÀer lees hee³ee efkeÀ FveceW mes

Deeþ meew mes DeefOekeÀ ceefnueeDeeW keÀer Gce´ meeue mes keÀce nw FveceW iewj DeeefoJeemeer FueekesÀ

kesÀ efvepeer mketÀueeW Deewj DemheleeueeW ceW veewkeÀjer keÀjves Jeeueer keÀF& ceefnueeSb Yeer nQ

JeneR Fme ®egveeJe ceW efJeefoMee keÀer efnveewefle³ee Deewj vejeEmenhegj keÀer ceæ[smegj Ssmeer

heb®ee³eleW nQ efpeveceW meYeer heoeW kesÀ efueS ceefnueeDeeW keÀes meJe&mecceefle mes ®egvee

ie³ee nw

Deece leewj hej ceefnuee heb®e-mejheb®eeW keÀes ³en keÀnkeÀj Keeefjpe keÀj efo³ee peelee nw efkeÀ GvnW

jepeveerefle keÀe lepegyee& veneR neslee uesefkeÀve pees peceerveer nkeÀerkeÀle mes JeeefkeÀHeÀ nQ Jes

peeveles nQ efkeÀ jepeveerefle ceW ceefnueeDeeW keÀe keÀece keÀjvee efkeÀlevee cegeqMkeÀue nw cehe´ kesÀ

yegbosueKeb[ Deewj yeIesueKeb[ pewmes ceefnuee eEnmee kesÀ efueS yeoveece FueekeÀeW ceW heb®ee³eleer

jepe kesÀ yeeo Keeme leewj mes ceefnuee mejheb®eeW hej peeveuesJee nceueeW Deewj ³eewve eEnmee keÀer

JeejoeleeW ceW FpeeHeÀe ngDee nw yeerles kegÀí meeueeW keÀer JeejoeleeW hej vepej oewæ[eSb

lees yegbosueKeb[ kesÀ ílejhegj efpeues keÀer cenesF& keÀuee heb®ee³ele keÀer oefuele ceefnuee mejheb®e ves

peye efJekeÀeme kesÀ efueS Dee³ee hewmee oyebieeW keÀes osves mes cevee efkeÀ³ee lees GvnW

efveJe&m$e keÀj ieebJe ceW oewæ[e³ee Deewj heerìe ie³ee Fmeer lejn efMeJehegjer efpeues keÀer
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2010

24

efmeveeJeue keÀuee keÀer oefuele ceefnuee mejheb®e kesÀ meeLe keÀF& oyebieeW ves meecetefnkeÀ yeueelkeÀej

efkeÀ³ee

peneb oefuele ³ee DeeefoJeemeer ceefnueeSb mejheb®e yeveeR GvneWves ®egveeJeer jepeveerefle mecePeles

ngS #es$e keÀer celeoelee met®eer ceW Deheves Jeie& kesÀ celeoeleeDeeW kesÀ veece pegæ[JeeS

JeneR ìerkeÀceieæ{ kesÀ heerhejeefyeueejer keÀer mejheb®e iegoer³ee yeeF& keÀes oefuele nesves kesÀ ®eueles

mJeleb$elee efoJeme kesÀ ceewkesÀ hej Peb[e veneR HeÀnjeves efo³ee ie³ee neueebefkeÀ Ssmee ner

meuetkeÀ nesMeebieeyeeo keÀer efpeuee heb®ee³ele DeO³e#e Gcee Deejmes kesÀ meeLe Yeer ngDee uesefkeÀve

GvneWves ieCeleb$e efoJeme hej Peb[e HeÀnje ner efo³ee. Jeefjÿ he$ekeÀej efJepe³eoÊe

ÞeerOej kesÀ cegleeefyekeÀ Ssmesceenewue ceW mejkeÀej keÀes ®eeefnS efkeÀ Jen efJehejerle

eqmLeefle³eeW ceW keÀece keÀjves Jeeueer Fve pevehe´efleefveefOe³eeW kesÀ efueS men³eesie Deewj megj#ee

keÀe SkeÀ {eb®ee yeveeS

peeefnj nw Ssmeer ®egveewefle³eeW kesÀ yeer®e ³eefo keÀesF& Jebef®ele leyekesÀ keÀer ceefnuee keÀece³eeye nesleer

nw lees GmekesÀ vesle=lJe keÀer keÀercele keÀe keÀesF& cegkeÀeyeuee veneR efkeÀ³ee pee mekeÀlee GoenjCe kesÀ

efueS meeiej efpeues keÀer heLeefj³ee keÀer oefuele HetÀue yeeF& meeceev³e ceefnuee meerì hej oes meJeCe&

ceefnuee GcceeroJeejeW keÀes njekeÀj mejheb®e yeveeR Deewj GmekesÀ yeeo GvneWves ve kesÀJeue

hegefueme kesÀ Ye´äe®eej keÀe SkeÀ ceeceuee Gpeeiej efkeÀ³ee yeequkeÀ hegefueme mes hewmee Deewj Deveepe

Yeer Jeeheme efue³ee Fmeer lejn efJeefoMee efpeues kesÀ iebpeyeemeewoe keÀer oefuele mejheb®e veyyeer yeeF&

ves oyebieeW mes heb®ee³ele keÀer peceerve Keeueer keÀjeF& Deewj Jeneb oen mebmkeÀej keÀe yeboesyemle

efkeÀ³ee Fmeer keÀæ[er ceW Fve ceefnuee heb®e-mejheb®eeW ves Deheves mebieþve yeveekeÀj keÀF& meecetefnkeÀ

ueæ[eF³eeb Yeer ueæ[eR Deewj keÀevetveeW keÀes yeoueJeeves kesÀ meeLe ner GvneWves J³eJemLee keÀes

og©mle yevee³ee pewmes efkeÀ kesÀ ®egveeJe ceW ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ efueS DeeOee Deej#eCe le³e

keÀjves kesÀ yeeo yeæ[s hewceeves hej Gve hej eEnmee keÀer DeeMebkeÀe peleeF& ieF& Leer Ssmes ceW

ceefnuee pevehe´efleefveefOe³eeW kesÀ meecetefnkeÀ oyeeJe kesÀ ®eueles jep³e mejkeÀej ves Iebìs keÀer

Ssmeer nsuheueeFve mesJee Megª keÀer efpemeceW ®egveeJe kesÀ oewjeve keÀesF& Yeer ceefnuee efMekeÀe³ele

keÀj mekeÀleer Leer

Fmeer lejn heb®ee³eleer jepe keÀe SkeÀ efve³ece ³en Lee efkeÀ efpevekesÀ oes mes DeefOekeÀ ye®®es nQ Jes

heb®ee³ele keÀe ®egveeJe veneR ueæ[ mekeÀles. FmekeÀe meyemes yegje Demej ceefnueeDeeW hej ner heæ[e
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keÀF& ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ ieYe&heele keÀjeS peeves mes GvekesÀ Mejerj hej FmekesÀ og<he´YeeJe heæ[s

meeLe ner Fme efve³ece kesÀ ®eueles keÀF& ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ efueS Deej#eCe keÀe keÀesF& celeueye veneR jn

ie³ee efuenepee ceefnuee pevehe´efleefveefOe³eeW ves peye efJejesOe efkeÀ³ee lees yeerles ®egveeJe ceW

mejkeÀej keÀes ³en efve³ece nìevee heæ[e peevekeÀejeW keÀer je³e ceW cehe´ mejkeÀej Fve ceefnuee

mejheb®eeW keÀes FmeefueS DeveosKee veneR keÀj mekeÀleer nw efkeÀ ieebJe ceW jnves Jeeueer HeÀermeoer

Deeyeeoer keÀer ogKe Deewj lekeÀueerHeÀeW mes Jes jespe ner oes-®eej nes jner nQ efuenepee efme³eemeer

meceerkeÀjCeeW kesÀ ®eueles jep³e mejkeÀej keÀer vepej ceW FvekeÀer Denefce³ele yeæ{ ieF& nw

Iej mes ueskeÀj mejkeÀejer oHeÌlejeW keÀer Deæ[®eveeW kesÀ yeer®e ³eefo Fve veF& mejheb®eeW ves Deheveer

cebefpeue le³e keÀer nw lees FmeefueS efkeÀ Fme oewjeve GvnW ®egveeJe peerlevee ner veneR yeequkeÀ

Deheveer lejn mes heb®ee³ele ®eueevee Yeer Dee ie³ee jep³e mejkeÀej ceW heb®ee³ele SJeb meeceeefpekeÀ

v³ee³e keÀer he´cegKe Meemeve meef®eJe De©Cee Mecee& keÀes Fve ceefnuee heb®e-mejheb®eeW ceW pees

Keeme yeele vepej Deeleer nw Jen nw he³ee&JejCe Deewj efJekeÀeme kesÀ he´efle GvekeÀe vepeefj³ee Mecee&

kesÀ cegleeefyekeÀ mJe®ílee kesÀ efyevee efJekeÀeme DeOetje nw Deewj efpeve heb®ee³eleeW ceW meHeÀeF&

efoKeeF& osleer nw Jeneb heejoe|Melee Yeer efoKeeF& osleer nw lenuekeÀe ves peye keÀF&

heb®ee³eleeW keÀe cegDee³evee efkeÀ³ee lees hee³ee efkeÀ heg©<e mejheb®eeW ves peneb efvecee&Ce

keÀe³eeX keÀes Jejer³elee oer nw JeneR ceefnuee heb®e-mejheb®eeW ves ceeveJeer³e cegÎeW keÀes

Deheves efJekeÀeme keÀe SpeW[e yevee³ee nw. Deece leewj hej Mejeyeyeboer yeeefuekeÀe efMe#ee

heeveer Je=×eJemLee heWMeve Deewj jeMeve efJelejCe hej ceefnueeDeeW keÀe DeefOekeÀ O³eeve neslee nw

Deewj ³ener Jepen nw efkeÀ GvneWves Ssmes keÀeceeW keÀes meueerkesÀ mes keÀjles ngS ³en meeefyele efkeÀ³ee

nw efkeÀ Jes efkeÀmeer mes keÀce veneR Fme hetjer peÎespeno ceW peneb ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ Yeerlej

ceewpeto iegCeeW kesÀ ®eueles GveceW SkeÀ veF& lejn keÀe vesle=lJe GYeje nw JeneR efpeme Mewueer

ceW GvneWves Jebef®eleeW kesÀ efJekeÀeme keÀer jepeveerefle keÀer nw Gmemes SkeÀ ve³ee ©Peeve Yeer

Dee³ee nw

ceefnuee mejheb®e yeleeleer nQ efkeÀ Jes mejkeÀejer keÀce&®eeefj³eeW mes yeele keÀjleer nQ lees

DekesÀueer veneR yeequkeÀ DeewjleeW kesÀ mecetn kesÀ meeLe peeleer nQ leeefkeÀ meeceves Jeeuee GvnW

keÀcepeesj ve mecePes melevee efpeues ceW efcejewJee heb®ee³ele keÀer mejheb®e cegVeer meekesÀle yeleeleer nQ
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16

9

”

heb®ee³eleceW Tb®eer peeefle kesÀ ueesieeW keÀe keÀypee nesves kesÀ ®eueles nce ueesieeW keÀer yeele ner veneR

megveer peeleer Leer SkeÀ yeej cesje jeMeve keÀe[& yeveeves mes cevee keÀj efo³ee ie³ee leye ceQves

mejheb®e yeveves kesÀ yeejs ceW mees®ee efHeÀj peye ®egveeJe keÀer lew³eejer keÀer lees helee ®euee cesjs

meeLe yengle ueesie nQ mees DeeefKej ceQ peerle ner ieF& cegVeer meekesÀle keÀe vesle=lJe

FmeefueS Dence nw efkeÀ efpeme J³eJemLee ceW SkeÀ oefuele ceefnuee keÀe jepeveerefle ceW he´JesMe

Jee|pele nw Jeneb GvekesÀ Jeie& kesÀ ueesieeW ves GvekesÀ mebIe<eeX keÀes meHeÀuelee efoueeF& ³eefo

cegVeer meekesÀle pewmeer ceefnueeSb yeoue jner nQ lees FmeefueS efkeÀ GvneWves ®egveeJe keÀer

cegefnce ceW Yeeieeroejer mes ueskeÀj peerle keÀer ceeuee henveves lekeÀ ³en peeve efue³ee nw efkeÀ

GveceW kegÀí nw pees GvekesÀ ueesieeW ves GvnW ®egvee nw mejheb®e yeveves kesÀ yeeo cegVeer

meekesÀle ves celeoelee met®eer ceW keÀF& oefuele celeoeleeDeeW kesÀ veece pegæ[JeekeÀj Deheves ®egveeJeer

#es$e keÀes Deewj cepeyetle yevee³ee nw JeneR heb®e mes mejheb®e keÀer kegÀmeea lekeÀ hengb®eves

Jeeueer jerJee efpeues keÀer ceGnje heb®ee³ele keÀer kegÀmegcekeÀueer keÀes JeesìeW keÀe Kesue

mecePe ceW Dee ie³ee nw Jes yeleeleer nQ efkeÀ efkeÀme lejn mes peye Fme heb®ee³ele ceW heb®eeW ceW

mes ceefnueeSb peerleeR lees GvneWves Deeheme ceW le³e keÀjkesÀ SkeÀ ceefnuee keÀes ner

Ghemejheb®e yevee³ee

meerOeer efpeues ceW heesmlee heb®ee³ele keÀer DeeefoJeemeer ceefnuee M³eece yeeF& keÀe ceeceuee

efoue®emhe FmeefueS nw efkeÀ GvnW pewmes ner helee ®euee efkeÀ heb®ee³ele ®egveeJe keÀer Iees<eCee nes

®egkeÀer nw GvneWves Deheveer yekeÀefj³eeb yes®eeR Deewj he´®eej kesÀ he®ex yebìJee efoS

GvneWves leerve ì^wkeÌì^jeW mes mewkeÀæ[eW ueesieeW keÀes ueskeÀj mejheb®e heo kesÀ efueS

Dehevee veeceebkeÀve oeefKeue efkeÀ³ee Fmemes hetjs #es$e ceW ®egveeJeer ceenewue iecee&³ee Deewj

M³eece yeeF& ves Fme meeceev³e ceefnuee Deejef#ele meerì hej Yeejer yengcele mes peerle neefmeue

keÀer heb®ee³ele kesÀ ®egveeJe keÀes ueskeÀj M³eeceyeeF& pewmeer DeeefoJeemeer ceefnueeDeeW keÀe peesMe

ceefnuee vesle=lJe kesÀ vepeefj³es mes SkeÀ MegYe mebkesÀle nw JeneR jerJee efpeues ceW osJeieebJe keÀuee

keÀer mejheb®e yesìer ®eewOejer ves jespeevee Deeþ Iebìs heb®ee³ele keÀe³ee&ue³e KeesuekeÀj peneb ueesieeW

kesÀ meeceves Deheveer menpe neefpejer ope& keÀjeF& nw JeneR ie´ece meYee ceW meYeer Jebef®ele

JeieeX keÀer megveJeeF& meyemes henues keÀjves keÀer hejbheje Megª keÀer Deewj jepeveereflekeÀ hekeÀæ[

yeveeF& yesìer ®eewOejer keÀer jCeveerefle yeleeleer nw efkeÀ Jes neefMe³es keÀer jepeveerefle keÀjkesÀ Jeeheme
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,

,

‘ ‘

ueewìvee ®eenleer nQ ³ener veneR efpeme lejerkesÀ mes PeeyegDee efpeues kesÀ yeerme Jee[eX Jeeueer

meejbieer heb®ee³ele ceW DeeefoJeemeer ceefnuee HegbÀoeryeeF& yeerles [sæ{ oMekeÀ ceW leerve ®egveeJe

ueæ[keÀj oes yeej mejheb®e yeveeR Deewj efpeme Meeve mes ceb[uee efpeues keÀer Keehee heb®ee³ele keÀer

mejheb®e efMeJekeÀueer yeeF& ves ®eewLeer yeej heb®ee³ele keÀe ®egveeJe peerleeR Deewj efpeuee heb®ee³ele

meom³e yeveeR Gmeves pelee efo³ee efkeÀ yeele ®eens efJekeÀeme kesÀ veejs keÀer nes ³ee efme³eemele ceW

veece keÀceeves keÀer Jebef®ele leyekesÀ keÀer ceefnueeSb efkeÀmeer Yeer ceeceues ceW keÀcepeesj veneR nQ

ojDemeue Fme leyekesÀ keÀer ceefnueeSb keÀece-keÀepe kesÀ ®eueles Kesle-Keefueneve mes ueskeÀj

neì-yeepeejeW lekeÀ Kegueer Ietceleer nQ Deewj GvekesÀ meeceves IetbIeì heoe& ³ee ®eejoerJeejer

veneR nw Ssmeer eqmLeefle ceW ceewkeÀe efceueves kesÀ yeeo peye meJeCeeX Üeje GvnW

efpelevee oyee³ee pee jne nw Jes Gleveer ner cegKej neskeÀj GYej jner nQ lenuekeÀe ves Ssmeer

keÀF& ceefnuee mejheb®eeW mes yeele keÀer lees GvneWves yelee³ee efkeÀ peye Jes oyebieeW ³ee mejkeÀejer

keÀce&®eejer mes yeele keÀjleer nQ lees DekesÀueer veneR yeequkeÀ DeewjleeW kesÀ mecetn kesÀ meeLe peeleer

nQ Fmemes peneb meyekeÀes ³en helee ueielee nw efkeÀ Jes DekesÀueer veneR nQ JeneR GvekesÀ

Deemeheeme Yeer megj#ee keÀe Iesje yevee jnlee nw JeneR kegÀí ceefnuee mejheb®eeW ves yelee³ee

efkeÀ Jes Ssmeer eqmLeefle³eeW mes efveheìves kesÀ efueS Deheves meeLe ceefnuee heb®eeW Deewj mejheb®eeW

keÀes peesæ[keÀj SkeÀ efvekeÀe³e keÀer lejn keÀece keÀjleer nQ peeefnj nw ³eefo heb®ee³ele jepeveerefle

keÀer yegefve³eeo nw lees cehe´ ceW ceefnueeSb heb®ee³ele keÀe ®esnje-ceesnje yeve jner nQ Deewj

vesle=lJe keÀer ueieece pewmes-pewmes ceoeX mes ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ neLeeW ceW Dee jner nw

Jewmes-Jewmes ³eneb vesle=lJe kesÀ cee³eves yeoue jns nQ KegMeer keÀer yeele ³en nw efkeÀ Fme

yeoueeJe keÀer keÀæ[er ceW ceoeX keÀe Dence ner veneR ìtì jne nw yeequkeÀ keÀF& peieneW hej

Jes Goej Yeer yeve jns nQ

Yeues ner he´sce®ebo keÀer ceMentj keÀneveer heb®ehejceséej kesÀ peefjS nceejer DeebKeeW kesÀ

meeceves v³ee³e keÀer yesoer hej Deueiet ®eewOejer kesÀ ªhe ceW SkeÀ heg©<e ner efJejepelee nw

eEkeÀleg cehe´ ceW heb®ee³ele keÀer Fme DeeoMe& DeJeOeejCee keÀer heerþ hej DeeOes mes DeefOekeÀ

ceefnueeDeeW kesÀ meJeej nesves kesÀ meeLe ner lemJeerj yeoueleer ngF& vepej Dee jner nw
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Saswati Ghosh, Ananda Bazar Patrika, Kolkata

Saswati Ghosh has been active with the women's movement in

Kolkata for the past 27 years. She is a founder member of Nari

Nirjatan Pratirodh Mancha, Kolkata and Maitree Network. She

writes regularly in various dailies and journals and her columns raise

pertinent questions on various burning issues. She teaches

Economics at the University of Kolkata. She was awarded for

Consistent Writing on Gender Issues at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Eastern Region.

Laadli

aå[¤ á[ #OÞRãâNý

íXïíY[á íYR @ áïíG[ aåYB Rá bá[áY
October 13, 2013

*Ný Rá[ã^÷âX@ âRYB @ ïí[ íY â^]† íaAáïíR â@ NýáïíP[ aå[¤ á[ @ Oá WýáUá bïíU

UáÛ]áïíPí^[ Uaà¼ @ á[AáRáY QšÛa@ áïí~ý[ Sïí[ S÷^…ýIýá |[ëNšSæMÞ bïíY KÙÿïíJýíýFýñ

^ábUáB íbT áGïíNý bÙÿa]áX âRUáÞýEýR âRïíY a[@ á[ < âU[Qã Sïí¤ [ âR[RàNý[
aÛCïí_Þ[ [áGîRâNý@ ýIýá]XáýIýáïí][ XïíQó #á[< #âR^àýEýYNýá Yåºýô @ [ïíNý BNý
25 *âS÷] 2013 Nýáâ[ïíA {KòýXåâKòýïíY íWýïíDý SKòý] aáWýáïí[[ P^Ný]á [áRá
n]áGáñ Xá[á íBïíýFýR abyöÿáâQ@ Uaà¼^÷âX@ S÷QáRNý Rá[ãñ URóá HïíKòý
S÷áY^bÙÿ âUQšaàNý UáÛ]áïíPí^ *bÙÿ XçNóå[ S÷WýáU bYNý aáXâY@ bïíYbÙÿ Oá@ Ný
â@ RàNýå UáÛ]áïíPí^[ ^÷X < #OÞRãâNý[ S÷á§ïíM *bÙÿ PåCÞýIýRá aåPæ[S÷aá[ã S÷WýáU
CýIýáïíNý Sáïí[ñ @ á[M UáÛ]áïíPí^[ *bÙÿ Uaà¼â^]† âUïíPâ^ í¼ôNýá[ KÙÿS[ Så[ýIýábÙÿ
âRWýÞ[^ã] *UÛ *bÙÿ â^ïí]† Rá[ã ^÷âX@ ïíP[ *@ EàýFý¼ S÷áQáRóñ
UáÛ]áïíPí^[ På í@ âýIý Ký]áïí[[ Uaà¼â^ïí]† @ áG @ ïí[R 45 ]¤ XáRå_
YáÜïíP[ 80 ^NýáÛ^bÙÿ Rá[ãñ *bÙÿ âU[áýIý ^÷âX@ UáâbRã[ #OÞîRâNý@ #UaàOá âRïíY
íU^ â@ ýFýå #á]ýEýRá bïíYíýFý bïíEàýFýñ âU^š UáGáïí[ UáÛ]áïíPí^[ *bÙÿ #WýáURãY
KÙÿSâaàOâNý[ *@ Xá¼ @ á[M ýEý[X Páâ[ÿPõ *Ný @ X XGåâ[ïíNý KÙÿ?SáPïíR[
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হাজার

The story below in Bengali is about the Rana Plaza fire last year in which 11

women garment workers died and hundreds were injured, opening up

critical questions in Bangladesh's garment industry worth Rs. 2,000 crore.

About 80% of the workers in this industry are women who are paid a

pittance, with no minimum wage standard or safety norms. The fire is a

wake-up call for the West, for the employers and the government to revisit the

sector and see where things are going wrong.

íXïíY[á íYR @ áïíG[ aåYB Rá bá[áY
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S÷âNýYâBNýáY âýEýR Wýá[Ný ^÷ã]¥ áïí@ báâ[ïíY UáÛ]áïíPí^[ KÙÿ»áRñ â@ RàNýå BNý
RïíWýXší[ 111 GR Rá[ã ^÷âXïí@ [ #á|ïíR SåïíKòý XçNóå *UÛ #á]Eó *bÙÿ PåCÞýIýRá S÷^…
Nýåïí]íýFý – Uaà¼ ^÷âXïí@ [á @ NýýIýá íýIøýKý bÙÿKÙÿâRYR #âQ@ á[ SáR ^âºýô^á]ã
^÷âX@ aÛBJýR UóNýãNý @ NýýIýá aXáQáR aÇýU bÙÿKÙÿ[S #áïíXâ[@ á[ í¼ôNýáïíP[
aâPEàýFýá â@ *bÙÿ â^ïí]† Sâ[UNýÞR #áRïíNý Sáïí[ bÙÿNóáâPñ *bÙÿ â^ïí]† RáRá #âQ@ á[
íP<Yá[ @ Oá #áïíBbÙÿ Ráâ@ WýáUá bïíYâýFý] [áRá n]áGá[ PåCÞýIýRá[ S[ ^åQå íabÙÿ
C_Má|â] Nš[áâl‡Ný bïíYíýFýñ *AR RóæRNýX XGåâ[[ GRó aU S¤ ïí@ âRïíY *@ âýIý
UKýÞ îNýâ[ bïíU aUábÙÿïí@ Uóáïí¥ [ AáNýá @ ïí[ íP<Yá bïíU YáïíNý âRýEýåNý]á[
#áâQ@ áâ[@ [á @ OáY @ OáY XábÙÿïíR #áýIýïí@ Uá í@ ïíýIý [áAïíNý Rá Sáïí[ñ aUïíýEýíY
UKòý @ Oá Xáâ]@ ïíP[ aXŠâNý ýFýáKòýábÙÿ ^÷âX@ aÛBJýR @ [á[ #âQ@ á[
íP<Yá bïíUñ

*bÙÿ âUSYÞïíY[ S[ #ïíRí@ [ #á^¥ á – UáÛ]áïíPí^[ Uaà¼â^ïí]†[ #UaàOá
âUïíPâ^ í¼ôNýáïíP[ íU#áUõå bïíY íBïíýFý ía|]ïí@ Nýá[á âRïíGíP[ íPïí^[ *@ ^
UýFý[ #áïíB[ @ á[AáRá|â][ XNý âUSªR@ XïíR @ [ïíýFýñ íabÙÿ @ á[ïíM
âUïíPâ^[á YâP í@ Rá URàQ @ ïí[ íPïí^[ Uaà¼ [T NýáâR@ á[ã[á #á^šáa âPïíEàýFýR
S÷YGRãY aÛaà@ á[ @ [á bïíUñ â@ RàNýå XGåâ[ Uá ^÷âX@ @ ]óáM Uá #á[ *@ ýIýå
Wýá] @ áïíG[ Sâ[ïíU^ aåâRâ^àýEýNý @ [ïíNý íBïí] Ný A[ýEý UáKòýïíU XåRáT á @ XïíUñ
NýáïíNý YâP Xáâ]@ [á [áâG Rá bY *bÙÿ â^ïí]† a[áaâ[ âUïíPâ^ âUâRYB íRbÙÿ
âUïíPâ^[á îNýâ[ S^á@ â@ ïíR íRYñ âUïí^š[ RG[Páâ[[ aáXïíR XåRáT á[ bá[
*@ ýIýå @ Xá[ aÇýáURá â@ íXïíR íRïíUR Uaà¼â^ïí]†[ Xáâ]@ [á *Ný íUâ^
Rá[ã^÷âX@ âRYB @ ïí[ íY â^]† íaAáïíR â@ NýáïíP[ âUïí^_ aåYïíB[ @ Oá WýáUá
bïíU Rá â@ â@ ýFýåbÙÿ UP]áïíU Rá ^÷âXïí@ [ #âQ@ á[ ýFýáKòýá @ áG @ [áýIýáïí@ bÙÿ íXïíR
íRïíUR Rá[ã ^÷âX@ [á Nýá bïí] Ný #RàNýNý @ áGýIýå@ å Oá@ ïíUñ

Bný *@ ^ UýFýïí[ ^÷âX@ ïíP[ GRó aáXâB÷@ WýáïíU RóæRNýX XGåâ[ aå[¤ á #á[
ašáaàOó@ [ Sâ[ïíU^ Uá ^÷âX@ aÛBJýïíR[ #âQ@ áïí[[ aïí§ aïí§ Rá[ã ^÷âX@ ïíP[
GRó âUïí^_ WýáïíU XáNýçNš@ á]ãR aåâUQá [áïíNý[ @ áïíG Uá <GR Ný]áY âRïí_Q
íOïí@ @ áïíG[ aXY Rá[ã Så[ë_ îU_Xó [Q – * aïíU[ aåSáâ[^ bïíYíýFýñ @ Oá<
@ áYÞ@ [ bïíYíýFý @ Oá< RYñ ^÷âX@ #âQ@ á[ aXçk„ý Sâ^àýEýX íOïí@ ¼ôX^bÙÿ
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aå[¤ á[ #OÞRãâNýaå[¤ á[ #OÞRãâNý

íXïíY[á íYR @ áïíG[ aåYB Rá bá[áY
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â^ïí]†[ âJý@ áRá UP] bïíYíýFý @ X XGåâ[ïíNý RáRá íPïí^ñ íXïíYíP[ aå[¤ á
íP<YáýIýá UóYaáïíS¤ ñ íabÙÿ UóY ^åQå âRYB@ NýáÞïí@ UbR @ [ïíNý bïí] Rá[ã^÷âX@
âRYïíB[ UóY UáïíKòýñ ía í¤ ïí¼ âRYB@ NýáÞ[á íXïíYíP[ âRYïíB[ Sâ[UïíNýÞ Så[ë_
^÷âX@ ïíP[ âPïíY Uá YRà¼ âPïíY @ áGýIýá @ [áR[ íýEýtËýá @ [ïíU RYNý XGåâ[ @ XáR[
íýEýtËýá @ [ïíUñ

*@ ^ UýFý[ #áïíB Så[ëïí_[ UPïí] íXïíYíP[ @ áïíG âRYïíB Sáâ[Uáâ[@ @ áJýáX
íWýïíDý SKòýá[ WýïíY #á[ aå[¤ á[ RáïíX Sâ[Uáïí[[ RáïíX íXïíYíP[ Cïí[ íT [Ný
SáJýáY ^÷âX@ aÛBJýR #á[ [átËøýñ âUïí^_ WýáïíU 1616 aáïí] #áRàNýGáÞâNý@ ^÷X
aÛaàOá[ aRïíP[ 4 RXš[ Qá[áY íXïíYíP[ @ áïíG #ïíR@ âUâQâRïí_Q ýEýáSáR bY –
[áïíNý[ â^T ïíýIý @ áG RY XáâýIý[ Ný]áY @ áG RY âRâPÞtËý <GïíR[ íUâ^ Ný]á
YáïíU Rá bÙÿNóáâPñ * aïíU â@ ýFýå íXïíY bYNý ašâaàNý íSïíYâýFýí]R â@ RàNýå * íPïí^[
@ Y]áAâRïíNý @ áSKòý@ ïí] Uá âUïíPí^< @ á[AáRáY @ áG @ [á U{ íXïíY íabÙÿ
âRïí_Q XáRïíNý ýEýáRâRñ @ áG íBïí] @ á]ïí@ NýáÜ[á AáïíUR @ ã? UáGá[ íYAáïíR
XåAó a[@ áâ[ aå[¤ á íYAáïíR aãâXNý aUïíýEýíY @ X PáïíX KÙÿ SáPR @ ïí[ âR@ ýIýNýX
S÷âNýP‡mP‡ãïí@ íýIýc€ á íPUá[ ]KòýábÙÿ YNý¤ M ýEýá]áïíNý bïíU NýAR aå[¤ á[ âUâRXïíY
@ XãÞ #á[ ^÷âXïí@ [á bYNý @ áGýIýáïí@ bÙÿ @ [ïíNý ýEýábÙÿïíURñ NýábÙÿ XQóâUºý Rá[ã
aPaó[á YAR AâRïíNý báÜýIýåGïí] PáÜâKòýïíY íXïíYíP[ @ áG @ [ïíNý íPïíA â^KÙÿïí[ KÙÿïíJý
NýáÜïíP[ Xæ]óUQ íOïí@ Nýá URàQ @ [á[ aåSáâ[^ @ ïí[R NýAR NýáÜïíP[ íabÙÿ
aå GRó Oáïí@ Rá[ã ^÷âX@ ïíP[ NýãUõ @ ýIýæâºýôñ

#áXáïíP[ íPïí^ íY aXaàNý íXïíY[á RáRáR âUSªR@ â^ïí]† @ áG @ ïí[R ía
ýEýxSábáâýIý[ UáâG @ á[AáRá b@ Uá UáâKòý[ Sâ[ýEýáâ[@ á[ @ áG íaýIýá< *AR
âUSªR@ @ áïíG[ Nýáâ]@ áY SïíKòý NýáÜ[á #ïíRí@ bÙÿ aå[¤ á íRbÙÿ íGïíRbÙÿ
@ áïíG #áïíaR aå[¤ á #á[ S÷áâÂý[ Nýå]RáXæ]@ âUýEýá[ âRïíG[ XNý @ ïí[
@ ïí[Rñ #áXáïíP[ íPïí^ íXïíYíP[ GRó [áïíNý[ @ áG *AR< âRâ_k„ý – 1948
aáïí][ @ á[AáRá #ábÙÿïíR[ aÛâ^‰tËý Qá[á aÛ^QïíR[ S÷aàNýáU 2007 aáïí]
í@ RàÿPõãY XâRà¼aWýáY Sá^ bïí]< *AR< @ áYÞ@ [ bYâRñ íaAáïíR ^Saà #óáÀý
*aàýIýáUâ]^ïíXmý�ý #óá¢ý aÛ^QR @ ïí[ íXïíYíP[ [áïíNý @ áïíG[ UóUaàOá @ [ïíýFýñ
#ábÙÿâýIý AUïí[[ @ áBG ašáaàOó Sâ[ïí_Uá í[] KÙÿKòýáR aÛaàOá âU cRPRïí¤ ¼
– * [@ X #ïíR@ í¤ ïí¼ U{ âPR íOïí@ bÙÿ íXïíY[á [áïíNý @ áG @ ïí[Rñ @ RáÞýIý@
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a[@ á[ YAR âUâS<ïíP[ GRó Rá[ã @ XãÞïíP[ aXŠâNý[ âýEýâJý âPR [áïíNý[ â^T ïíýIý
Cåâ[ïíY Cåâ[ïíY @ áG íP<Yá aRàNýáRïíP[ GRó í¼ô^ #á[ íA]Rá[ UóUaàOá @ [á
* [@ X #áýIý PT á ^NýÞ [áïíA NýAR @ RáÞýIý@ *Xn]âYG #óáaâaïíY^R ía
[áïíGó[ ^÷X PT Ný[ïí@ #áSâºý GáâRïíY âýEýâJý íPY @ á[M Nýá[ T ïí]
âUâRYB@ á[ã[á #Ró [áïíGó ýEýïí] YáïíEàýFýñ #áïíXâ[@ á[ XNý íPïí^< íXïíYíP[
@ á[AáRáY @ áïíG[ aå[¤ áâUâQ ýEýá]å[ S÷OX SïíUÞ BNý ^Nýïí@ [ _áïíýIý[ P^ïí@
íXïíYíP[ @ áïíG[ #RåSáNý @ ïíXñ *AR ía íPïí^ íýFýïí]íP[ @ áïíG YBPáïíR[
bá[ @ XïíýFý UáKòýïíýFý íXïíYíP[ @ áïíG YBPáïíR[ bá[ñ Nýá[ #RóNýX @ á[M b]
a[@ áâ[ aå[¤ áñ

Uaà¼â^ïí]† Rá[ã ^÷âX@ ïíP[ *bÙÿ âUSå] aÛAóáY #Û^B÷bM UáÛ]áïíPí^[ aXáïíG
|[ëNšSæMÞ Sâ[UNýÞR *ïíRíýFýñ íXïíY[á Cïí[[ UábÙÿïí[ @ áïíG #áaïíýFýR B÷áX íýFýïíKòý
^bïí[ YáïíEàýFýR *@ aïí§ #ïíR@ Q[ïíR[ íXïíY âRïíGíP[ XNý aXY @ áýIýáïíNý
Sá[ïíýFýR – [¤ M^ã] aXáG *bÙÿ aU íXïíR âRïíNý Sá[ïíýFý Ráñ *bÙÿ aXáïíG[
#ïíRí@ bÙÿ ýEýáR íXïíY[á Cïí[ âT ïí[ Yá@ ñ *AR S÷YGR a[@ á[ < íýIøýKý bÙÿKÙÿâRYR
#ámP]ïíR[ íYðO aábáYóñ UáÛ]áïíPí^[ Xáâ]@ ïíP[ UåHïíNý bïíU *bÙÿ aRá[
báÜaïí@ UáÜâýEýïíY [áAïíNý bïí] *bÙÿ KÙÿEàýEý XåRáT á[ ]Wý ýFýáKòýïíNý bïíUñ íSïíýIý íAïí]
âSïíJý aY @ áGýIýá Ný ýEýá]ábÙÿ Nýá bïí] îU_Xóïí@ #áXá[ XNý @ ïí[ #áâX UåïíH âRïíNý
Sá[U *@ âPR *ýIýábÙÿ â@ [áRá n]áGá S[UNýãÞ UáÛ]áïíPâ^ Uaà¼â^ïí]†[
íXïíYíP[ a‰BáR YáïíNý B]á íX]áïíUR * íPïí^[ íXïíY[á<
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osMe keÀer henueer ceefnuee ie´ece meYee peeRo kesÀ yeeryeerhegj ieebJe ceW

- keWÀê mejkeÀej kesÀ DeeosMe hej nes jner ceefnuee ie´ece meYee

- peeRo he´Meemeve ves Yespeveer keWÀê mejkeÀej keÀes meYee keÀer efJeef[³ees efjkeÀee\[ie

- yesìer ye®eeves kesÀ efueS Megª nesveer nw meYee keÀer keÀej&JeeF& i³eejn yepes

- meYee ceW ceewpeto jnsieer he´Meemeve keÀer meYeer ceefnuee DeefOekeÀejer

June 18, 2012

yeeryeerhegj ieebJe(peeRo)

Deye lekeÀ Deeheves ie´ece meYee keÀer yewþkeÀ ceW hegª<eeW Je ceefnueeDeeW keÀes Yeeie uesles osKee megvee

nesiee~ uesefkeÀve peeRo efpeues kesÀ ieebJe yeeryeerhegj ceW osMe keÀer henueer Ssmeer ie´ece meYee nesves pee jner

nw~ efpemeceW ieebJe keÀer kesÀJeue ceefnueeSb ner Yeeie ueWieer~ ceefnuee ie´ecemeYee keÀer ieJeen yeveves pee

jner nw efkeÀ ieebJe yeeryeerhegj keÀer efleneæ[e heevee keÀer veerceJeeueer ®eewheeue~ ie´ece meYee ceW heb®ee³ele kesÀ

meYeer ®egves ngS he´efleefveefOe leLee peeRo he´Meemeve keÀer meYeer íesìer yeæ[er ceefnuee DeefOekeÀejer Meeefceue

neWieer~ he´Meemeve ves ceefnuee DeefOekeÀeefj³eeW keÀes DeeosMe efoS nQ efkeÀ Jes ie´ece meYee keÀer yewþkeÀ ceW

peªj Yeeie ueW~ keÌ³eeWefkeÀ ie´ece meYee keÀer efjheesì& keWÀê mejkeÀej keÀes Yespeer peeveer nw~ ie´ece meYee

keÀer SkeÀ [keÌ³etceWì^er Yeer keWÀê mejkeÀej ves cebieJee³eer nw~ leeefkeÀ FmekeÀes osMe keÀer Dev³e heb®ee³eleeW

kesÀ mece#e GoenjCe kesÀ ªhe ceW he´mlegle efkeÀ³ee pee mekesÀ~

Pre-birth sex selection is most rampant in Haryana and the women in Bibipur

village started a movement to stop this. The author of this story followed the

entire movement by focusing on it. The origin of the movement is written

about and how the women approached and engaged in a dialogue with the

khap panchayat to gain its support to the movement and finally how it

galvanized the Government of Haryana to initiate action against people

involved in the practice of pre-birth sex selection.

Amarjeet S. Gill, Amar Ujala

Amarjeet S. Gill is with Amar Ujala. He won the award for Consistent

Writing on Gender Issues at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Northern Region.
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ieebJe ceW keÀjerye oes mehleen henues keWÀêer³e heb®ee³eleer jepe ceb$eeue³e kesÀ Dehej meef®eJe [e.

$eÝef<ekesÀMe heeb[³ee DeeS Les~ FvekesÀ ieebJe ceW Deeves keÀe kesÀJeue SkeÀ ner cekeÀmeo Lee efkeÀ efkeÀme

lejn mes heb®ee³eleW keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee keÀes jeskeÀves kesÀ efueS Deïe YetefcekeÀe efveYee mekeÀleer nw~

heeb[³ee keÀer ceewpetoieer ceW ieebJe keÀer ®eewheeue ceW SkeÀ keÀe³e&¬eÀce keÀe Dee³eespeve efkeÀ³ee ie³ee Lee~

Fme Dee³eespeve kesÀ oewjeve ieebJe kesÀ mejheb®e megveerue kegÀceej peeieueeve ves yelee³ee Lee efkeÀ GvekesÀ

ieebJe keÀer ceefnueeSb keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee keÀes jeskeÀves kesÀ efueS he´³elveMeerue nQ~ Fmeer keÀes

ceO³evepej jKeles ngS Deye Yeejle mejkeÀej ves efveCe&³e efue³ee nw efkeÀ peeRo kesÀ efpeues kesÀ ieebJe

yeeryeerhegj ceW henueer ceefnuee meYee keÀe Dee³eespeve keÀjkesÀ keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee keÀes jeskeÀvee keÀe

he´³eeme efkeÀ³ee pee mekeÀlee nw~

ceefnuee ie´ece meYee ceW keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee keÀes jeskeÀves kesÀ efueS ceefnueeSb mJe³eb kewÀmes YetefcekeÀe

efveYee mekeÀleer nw~ Fme yeejs ceW ienve cebLeve nesiee~ FmekesÀ efueS ceefnueeSb hetjer lew³eejer keÀj jner

nQ~ ieebJe keÀer keÀjerye meÊej meeue keÀer ceefnuee efkeÀleeyees osJeer yeleeleer nQ efkeÀ ueæ[efkeÀ³eeW keÀer keÀceer

nesves kesÀ keÀejCe ueæ[keÀeW kesÀ Meeoer y³eens cegeqMkeÀue nes ieS nQ~ efkeÀleeyees mJeerkeÀej keÀjleer nw efkeÀ

keÀv³ee Ye´tCe nl³ee kesÀ keÀejCe ner ³en efJekeÀì eqmLeefle yeveer nw~ Gvemes peye ³en hetíe efkeÀ Jen

meesceJeej keÀes ceefnuee meYee keÀer yewþkeÀ ceW peeSieer~ GvneWves leheekeÀ mes keÀne efkeÀ Jen yewþkeÀ ceW

peeSieer~ GvneWves yelee³ee efkeÀ kegÀí efove henues SkeÀ DeefOekeÀejer GvekesÀ ieebJe ceW Dee³ee Lee~ Gmeves

keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee keÀes ueskeÀj keÀeHeÀer yeele®eerle keÀer Leer~

ieebJe kesÀ mejheb®e megveerue kegÀceej peeieueeve ves oeJee efkeÀ osMe ceW DeYeer lekeÀ kesÀJeue ceefnueeDeeW

keÀer ie´ece meYee veneR ngF& nw~ GvneWves yelee³ee efkeÀ meYee ceW keÀv³ee YetdjCe nl³ee jeskeÀves kesÀ efueS

ceefnueeDeeW keÀer YetefcekeÀe hej efJemleej ®e®ee& nesieer~

peeRo keÀer Keb[ efJekeÀeme SJeb heb®ee³ele DeefOekeÀejer veeruece Dejesæ[e yeleeleer nQ efkeÀ keWÀê mejkeÀej

kesÀ DeeosMeeW hej meesceJeej keÀes ieebJe ceW ceefnuee ie´ece meYee keÀer yewþkeÀ Deentle keÀer pee jner nw~

GvneWves yelee³ee efkeÀ meYee keÀer hetjer efjheesì& keWÀê mejkeÀej keÀes [keÌ³etceWìjer yeveekeÀj Yespeer peeveer

nw~ FmeefueS he´Meemeve keÀer meYeer ceefnuee DeefOekeÀeefj³eeW keÀes yewþkeÀ ceW ceewpeto jnves kesÀ peeRo

he´Meemeve ves DeeosMe efoS nQ~

A
n

al
ys

in
g 

P
o

li
ci

es
an

d
 P

ro
gr

am
m

es
P

ri
n

t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia A

n
alysin

g P
o

licies
an

d
 P

ro
gram

m
es

P
rin

t an
d

 W
eb

 M
ed

ia

A
n

alysin
g P

o
licies

an
d

 P
ro

gram
m

es
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

193



Kolhapurchi Leki

There have been more than 100 episodes of the show Reportage, a weekly

issue-based programme in Marathi titled ‘Kolhapurchi Leki’ which is an

analysis of the Save the Girl Child campaign being implemented in Kolhapur

district of Maharashtra for one and a half years. It is about the challenges

before the campaign and the measures taken by the Government to

implement the PCPNDT Act in order to arrest the falling sex ratio in

the district.

Electronic Media

Prajakta Dhulap, IBN lokmat

Prajakta Dhulap is Associate Editor with IBN Lokmat, Magharashtra.

She won the award for Best News Feature at the Media

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2011-12, Western Region.

Laadli

Samasyala Odi Badi

Most of the schools in rural areas lack basic infrastructure facilities like

classrooms, benches, toilets, etc. Lack of toilets is a big problem for girls.

While lack of these amenities is not spoken about or given importance, it is

one of the main reasons why girls drop out of schools after a certain age.

Samasyala Odi Badi, a programme in Telugu, depicted the problems of lack

of toilet facilities and the difficulties faced by girls due to this. The issue is

examined in the light of the Supreme Court Directive regarding clean toilet

facilities in schools.

Kistaiah Nandagiri, Vanitha TV

Kistaiah Nandagiri is with Vanitha TV, Andhra Pradesh. He won the

Best News Feature Award at the Media Awards for Gender

Sensitivity, 2011-12, Southern Region.

Laadli
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Born in Conflict: Valley vs Ghadchiroli

Shai Venkataraman has been reporting on development related issues for

over 17 years now. In the documentary 'BORN IN CONFLICT: Valley vs.

Ghadchiroli', she raises the issue of health and maternal safety in conflict

ridden Jammu and Kashmir and contrasts it with Ghadchiroli where services

are being reached to the children and women by the NGO ‘Search’. Because

of the conflict and the Government apathy, women in Kashmir are not able to

access quality health services leading to high maternal and child mortality.

Shai Venkataraman, NDTV

Shai Venkataraman was among 11 journalists from across the

world selected to participate in a fellowship programme instituted

by USAID (United States Agency for International Development).

She is with NDTV, Mumbai. She won the award for the Best

Documentary at the Media Awards for Gender Sensitivity,

2011-12, Western Region.
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Data is constantly being churned out by Government Departments, Agencies,

Research and Academic Institutions, Non-Government and International

Organizations. We also have the Budget and Economic Survey data which are also a

good source of information and data on the investments made, their impact and the

action that is intended to achieve social and economic development goals. All these

documents are replete with information on gender indicators. However, hardly ever

is there an attempt to analyse and report on these documents from a gender

perspective. What do they say about the status of women, their access to institutions

and resources? What are the allocations made for ensuring that the policies and

programmes translate into benefits for the women? These are important questions that

need to be analysed in the media.

Media also has the capacity to conduct opinion polls, surveys and research studies in

collaboration with marketing agencies and academic institutions on the changing

social mores and values. They provide an insight into how the world around us is

changing and how that change is being perceived by the people. This is not only

significant from a sociological perspective, but could be a major platform for

advocating for change.

Both the articles featured in this section have gathered information from various data

sources as well as collected first hand. While Priyanka Vora used the data to show

how even in an environment that is bereft of resources to nurture children to protect

them from malnourishment, girls are doubly disadvantaged due to the gender

discrimination at the household level. Hemlatha on the other hand, dug into

available data with various departments to highlight the prevailing practice of

infanticide in the Chamrajnagar District of Karnataka.

The need for more such reporting cannot be ignored.
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Healthy Meal: More Out of Reach for Girls
October 31, 2012

This investigative story is about how girl children are denied basic nutrition

because of society's prejudices against them. The causes of malnutrition

among children in Mumbai's slums range grom poverty to lack of knowledge

about healthy food to children being born underweight due to repeated

pregnancies of the mother. An important fact is that girls are discriminated

against. They are neglected, more malnourished and more underweight than

the boys.

MUMBAI: Swapnali, 4, Supriya Gurav's fourth daughter, is three kilos

underweight and malnourished, despite there being adequate food at home.

A resident of Shiv Shakti Chawl in Andheri (east), the 38-year-old has five

daughters, the youngest being 17-month-old Arya, who weighs seven kilos

and is 1.5 kilos underweight.

Supriya blames the poor health of her daughters on her five pregnancies.

“In pursuit of a male child, we have ended up with five girls,” said Supriya,

whose husband Santosh said they want a male child for religious reasons.

Supriya is right: doctors said children like Swapnali and Arya don't attain

healthy weight because they have low weight at birth, a result of the mother's

poor health. Children who are born low weight can suffer health

complications later in life, said child health experts. “With multiple

pregnancies, the mother's health will be compromised. Children who have

intra-uterine growth restrictions can suffer from diabetes and hypertension

later in life,” said Dr. Ashok Anand, professor Of gynaecology, J. J. Hospital,

Byculla. In the slums of Andheri, young girls are more likely to suffer from

severe malnutrition than boys.

Malnutrition figures based on gender classification in this area reveals that

malnourishment is higher in girls. In July, 183 girls up to the age of six years

were found to be severely underweight (SUW), a physical indicator used by

the World Health Organisation to describe malnutrition, as compared to

Print and Web Media

Priyanka Vora, Hindustan Times

Priyanka Vora works with Hindustan Times, Mumbai. She won the

Award for Best Investigative Story at the Media Awards for

Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Western Region.
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155 boys in the same age group. Under the Integrated Child Development

Scheme's (ICDS) Andheri project, of 7,597 children weighed in September,

144 girls were SUW, compared to 127 boys.“Somewhere, the mother is

upset that she has delivered girls and she unknowingly or knowingly neglects

the health of the girl child. The data may be reflecting this bias,” said Prema

Ghatge, child development project officer, ICDS Andheri.

Such discrimination is not restricted to Andheri alone – the slums in Bandra

and Dharavi too reflect the trend. Dr. Anand said a woman needs to

recuperate after childbirth.

“Multiple pregnancies will not let the mother supply adequate nutrients to

the foetus.” To address the health needs of malnourished children, Andheri's

ICDS has tied up with Larsen & Toubro Health Centre in Andheri, and

aanganwadi workers take the children and their mothers there for free

consultation. “Most of the malnourished children suffer from iron, vitamin A

and C deficiencies, which affect growth. Their resistance is low so they are

susceptible to various diseases and many have worm infections,” said

Dr. Shubhada Joshi, paediatrician, Larsen & Toubro Health Centre, in Andheri.

Despite the availability of such facilities in the area, six year-old Sahil

Sawant,who lives in Subhash Nagar slums, which is spread on a hilltop, is

eight kilos underweight. His mother Saylee has not yet taken the boy, who

should weigh at least 17 kilos, to a hospital. Children in the area who get

interventional medical care have responded well and gained weight. Three-

and-a-half-yearold Kartiki Patil from Janshakti Nagar slums is the youngest of

three girls. At 10 kilos, Kartiki is about two kilos underweight. “Kartiki

weighed less than 2.5 kilos at birth. Till six months ago, she could not even

walk properly, but after having vitamin tonics, she has now started gaining

weight,” said an aanganwadi teacher, on condition of anonymity as she is not

authorized to speak to the media. Some slum residents claim they visit

expensive private clinics because the government clinics often don't have

doctors and medical staff. “We take our son to a doctor who charges Rs. 700

a visit. We can't afford it, but we have no option as there are no doctors at

these government dispensaries,” alleged Mayuri Dhuri, whose 20-month-

old son Vedant is malnourished and ill all the time.

Pump House, Subhash Nagar, Gundawali in Andheri (East)

, there are around12,000 children between 0 and 6 years

who live in these slums

Andheri:

According to ICDS

Major Slums Covered Under ICDS
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FIGHTING MALNUTRITION

WHAT SOME NGOS ARE DOING

2 kg underweight: Bhakti Mestri, 22 months old

2 kg underweight: Kartiki Patel, 3 and a half years old

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION defines severe acute malnutrition

or SAM by a very low weight-for-height ratio, by visible severe wasting, or by

the presence of nutritional oedema, which is a swelling caused by

insufficient protein intake. According to WHO indicators, used by India,

malnutrition is measured in three ways: weight-for-age (underweight),

height-forage (stunting), and weight for- height (wasting). THE CENTRE'S

INTEGRATED CHILD DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (ICDS) adopts the weight-

for-age criteria, where the child's weight is calculated as per his or her age

and is classified as severely underweight (SUW) and moderately

underweight (MUW). The women and child development department

implements ICDS in the state. In Mumbai, there are 33 projects under ICDS

in slum pockets. Each project includes aanganwadis, which look after the

health and education of children, their mothers and pregnant women in the

assigned area. Children between 0 and 6 years are covered under the ICDS.

Acharitable trust, Ojus Medical Institute has initiated a pilot malnourishment

eradication programme in Nehru Nagar slums, Juhu, which aims to identify

malnourished children between 6 months and 5 years and treat the children

to recovery. At a health camp, children from 30 aanganwadis in the area

were screened, and 36 children were found to be suffering from severe acute

malnutrition. OMI is now giving these children eggs every alternate day.

They claim to have reduced the number of severely malnourished children in

Nashik's slums by 10% through this same exercise last year.

At seven kilos, the girl is severely underweight. She lost her mother when she

was six months old and is looked after by her grandmother, with whom she

lives in a tiny room in Malpa Dongri, Andheri (east).

She is the youngest of three girls. At 10 kilos, this girl from Janshakti Nagar

slums weighed less than 2.5 kilos at birth. Until six months ago, she could

not walk properly, but vitamin tonics from the aanganwadi have made a

huge difference.
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Crime Report: Graph Shooting
November 23, 2013

MORE AWARENESS, OR IS IT GETTING WORSE? On almost all counts, be it

lewd behaviour that is many times accepted as ‘routine’, or molestation and

even rape, the data of the police force from Chandigarh, SAS Nagar and

Panchkula show a spike. While many, including top cops, attribute it to

increased awareness, many others see a more basic problem: As women

assert themselves, crime against them increases too.

CHANDIGARH: In the past five years, crime against women has seen a

significant spike in Chandigarh. SAS Nagar and Panchkula are no different.

Be it molestation, rape or even the cases of snatching, all went up. In

comparison to around 200 cases of crime against women registered in 2009,

this year till November 20, 345 cases have been registered. Last year, around

300 cases were registered. The maximum number of cases is of molestation

–129 so far, as against 45 last year.

The surge in molestation cases is also being attributed to awareness drives

initiated in the city by police, with SSP Naunihal Singh holding talks in

colleges and schools. The 16/12 Delhi gangrape last year appears to have

had its effect too in terms of awareness.

Under the ‘sexual harassment’ head, there is a dip in cases, as per the

data, but a comparison over the long term shows that the cases have

increased significantly since 2008. However, this year, 35 rape cases were

registered, as against 27 last year. The majority of these cases had minor girls

as victims, particularly those from slums, and the offenders were relatives

or neighbours.

Hindustan Times, Chandigarh

Carrying out a survey of women in the three cities of Chandigarh,

Hindustan Times ran a campaign ‘

’ for nineteen days highlighting the findings and coming out

with suggestions to make these places safer for women. Run by six

reporters spearheaded by Monica Sharma, this well designed

campaign helped in putting this issue of violence against women in

the public domain and creating awareness and was awarded The

Media and Advertising Award for Gender Sensitivity, 2013-14

for The Best Campaign.

Fighting Shame-Safer Tricity For

Women

Laadli
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‘I Rejected His Proposal...He Pointed a Pistol at Me’*
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With the advent of technology, misuse of the virtual space is also being

witnessed. At least 12 cases were registered by the cyber crime cell, wherein

women complained that someone had morphed their pictures and out

them online.

SAS Nagar district has seen almost double the number of molestation and

rape cases as compared to last year. While it saw 66 cases of molestation as

against 31 last year and just 13 in 2010, rape incidents went up to 46 in

comparison to 22 last year and 24 in 2010. But ‘eve-teasing’ (categorised as

sexual harassment in the law now) cases were only three, reflecting that girls

here still hesitate to complain about something casually seen as ‘routine’.

In Panchkula too, data of the past four years shows a drastic increase in

molestation cases, at 35 till now in 2013, as against nine last year in the

district. Panchkula police attribute this to the amendments in the Indian

Penal Code that widened the definition of sexual harassment. The law now

includes stalking and other such forms. The number of rape cases has also

witnessed a 50% increase from last year.

Working with a pharmaceutical company at Manimajra right above the

Motor Market, I had to bear dirty looks of the mechanics every day. One of

these days, a shabbily clad middle-aged man walked up to me with a

‘friendship’ proposal. I rejected his proposal, but the matter did not end there.

The man, working as a mechanic in the market, would follow me every day,

from office to home, home to office. He also got my mobile number and

would send me text messages and keep call. I was harassed, but did not what

to do. When I told him, point blank, that I was not interested in him, he got

agitated and threatened to kill me. Once, he even pointed a pistol at me.

That’s when I decided to lodge a formal complaint with the Manimajra police

station in September this year. I did not even reveal the matter to parents, who

would have not allowed me to work if I would have vented my heart out.

Sadly, after the police complaint, there was no change, as he was out on bail.

A day before Diwali, he came and started abusing me in full public view. He

even threatened to give me “an injection of AIDS”. That day, I recorded his

act in my mobile phone and told him that I would give the video to the police

if he did not stop. I haven’t seen him since, but the possibility of encountering

him again sends shivers down my spine.

‘I Rejected His Proposal...He Pointed a Pistol at Me’*

* The writer is a 26-year-old woman who wishes to remain anonymous

‘I Rejected His Proposal...He Pointed a Pistol at Me’*
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Official Speak

Environment Changing

More Awareness Now

“The overall environment and mindset of people are changing. Women

should come forward to report sexual harassment, and must not bear such

torture. The social awareness campaign by the Chandigarh police has

witnessed more and more women coming forward to report crimes. Of the

129 molestation cases, we have cracked 118.”

–

“A helpline, woman police squads and awareness against sexual harassment

have resulted in a positive change. Women squads remain present outside

R. P. Upadhyaya, Inspector General of Police, Chandigarh

Crime Against Women: Police Data

Chandigarh

SAS Nagar

Panchkula

What Women Say: HT-IDC Survey

Has Sexual Harassment Increased? Yes

Reported Matter To Police? Yes

Type 2011 2012 2013*

Chandigarh SAS Nagar Panchkula

Chandigarh SAS Nagar Panchkula

Sexual Harassment 46 87 56

Molestation 21 45 129

Rape 27 27 35

Sexual Harassment 2 10 3

Molestation 13 31 66

Rape 24 22 46

Molestation 5 9 35

Rape 16 14 21

89% 97% 80%

9% 20% 12%

*Till November 29, 2013
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colleges and schools, which encourages female students to come forward

and complain without hesitance. The increase in the number of cases is also

due to the changes in the law and more awareness among women.”

–

“There are several reasons behind increase in the cases. Police staff have

been asked to register cases immediately and also arrest and present

chargesheet in 30 days. Awareness courses are being conducted and staff

being sensitised. Women have also started feeling secure as the cases are

dealt with on priority.”

–

“The problem of unsafe environment for women has been there for ages. The

reasons of the visible increase in number of cases pertaining to crime against

women are: social consciousness and increase in reporting the issue. Media

has to play a positive role. Civility is on discount. Parents and educational

institutions, along with the community, have all been found wanting.”

–

“We are not doing anything special for women safety across tricity other than

challaning motorists. Teen girls are the most unsafe and vulnerable. We

should have effective women safety cells in the police. More woman cops

need to be deployed and we need more police presence around schools and

colleges. Also, women should come forward to complain.”

“Compared to neighbouring cities of Punjab, the tricity is quite safe for

women. People here are quite broadminded, and women do not face any

major incident of harassment, even if they move about late at night. City

youngsters are an aware lot, and they generally do not resort to sexual

harassment. But healthy teasing, commenting on girls, is common.”

Swarndeep Singh, Supdt. of Police, City, SAS Nagar

Rajbir Deswal, Commissioner of Police, Panchkula-Ambala

Dr. Pam Rajput, Social Activist, Chandigarh

Harjinder Kaur, councillor, Ex-Mayor, Chandigarh

Gautam Bhardwaj, IT Executive, Chandigarh

It’s Getting Better

Need Positive Roles

Complain, Now

Safe, Comparatively

–

–

VOX POP
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Dress Matters

PGs to Blame

Need More Cops

What is ‘Sexual Harassment’?

Section 354A: Sexual Harassment

“Tricity is safe in comparison to other cities in the region. Police also bring

about a sense of security even while moving around late at night. But how

safe a city is largely depends upon the way your dress up. I have noticed if I

take a stroll or move out wearing a salwar-suit, no one comments. Once you

wear jeans or pants, eyes of many youngsters turn to you.”

“The tricity is not safe at all for women. The main reason is the mushrooming

of paying guest accommodations in almost all the sectors. Boys zipping

around the city in swanky cars and commenting on girls is a common sight in

almost all the markets. Chandigarh police should deploy more woman cops

so that girls can approach them in case of any problem.”

“The tricity is a safe place to stay in a broad sense. But the police presence

needs to be increased, particularly at night and in SAS Nagar and Panchkula.

Women working at call centres and IT companies have odd working hours,

often ending their work late at night. With more police at night, the number of

incidents of sexual harassment can come down.”

The definition of sexual harassment now includes any avoidable sexual

advances, verbal or through gestures or use of suggestive or pornographic

material, includes whistling, obscene remarks; demand of sexual favours;

threats, innuendoes; avoidable physical contacts, touching, patting,

pinching, etc.

Entails rigorous imprisonment up to 5 years, with fine, or both in case of

physical contact and advances involving unwelcome and explicit sexual

overtures; or a demand or request for sexual favours

–

–

–

Neelam Sharma, housewife, SAS Nagar

Raj Malhotra, Educationist, Chandigarh

Akanksha, IT Professional, Chandigarh

•

Know the Law: Stricter after the Delhi Gangrape Last December

Stricter provisions in Indian Penal Code
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• Imprisonment up to 1 year and/or fine in case of making sexually coloured

remarks; forcibly showing pornography; or any other unwelcome physical,

verbal or non-verbal conduct of sexual nature.

Assaults criminal force to any woman or abetment of such act with the

intention of disrobing or compelling her to be naked; punishment is

Imprisonment not less than 3 years, up to 7 years, and fine.

Means watching or capturing a woman in private act, which includes an act

of watching carried out in a place which, in the circumstances, would

reasonably be expected to provide privacy, and where the victim’s private

parts are exposed; or the victim is using a lavatory; or the person is doing a

sexual act that is not of a kind ordinarily done in public. Punishment in case

of first conviction, imprisonment not less than 1 year, may extend to 3 years,

also liable to fine. On subsequent conviction, jail 3-7 years and fine.

Means following a woman and contact, or attempt to contact, such woman

to foster personal interaction repeatedly despite a clear indication of

disinterest by such woman; or monitor the use by a woman of the internet,

email or any other form of electronic communication. Punishment is

imprisonment not less than 1 year, may extend to 3 years, plus fine.

354B: Act with Intent to Disrobe a Woman

Section 354C: Voyeurism

Section 354D: Stalking
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ÉÖªÃâ°Èêª{ê© Ýâ°sD{âÀâpâ°...

November 26, 2012

The stoy 'Sayalende Huttidavaru' in Kannada focuses on female infanticide

prevalent in some little known villages in the backward Chamrajanagar

district of southern Karnataka. Visiting villages in the region in the guise of a

surveyor for an NGO, interacting with self-help groups, district officials,

government health workers, digging into documents of National Rural

Health Mission, analyzing each report and cross checking demographic data

with the Census office. The author's seven month long quest managed to

unearth the prevalent practice, which was going unnoticed for years. This

expose led to more NGOs working on this issue, and also renewed the efforts

by the Government to implement available schemes for the welfare of the

girl child.

UkÒ. Ýê©Àâ°·yÖ

o ÉÖî}â³ UÇÒ Àâ°gÖ}ê© dâ}âdâø... O}ê© ÀâÃÖÚ{â³Z Ïê©gâ Éâ³¶ (Éâyâ°K)

eÐQ·[... Ýâ°yâK{Ò yÖÀâ ÝÖÑ ±ª¬]... ÉâÝâmÀÖÐ Ýê©Ôâ°»Kyê³Kª{â° Ýêx°J...

%îú}â{â Ýê³·{â¶[ dâÔê Ñ©Ôâ°»K{âM ÝêÇÖJÔâ°gâÔâ dêôgâÔâ° dâ_xÝê³yâ°K

ÉâK±PÀÖ{â°]... dâªvâ³ dÖx{âªyê ÅÖpâÀÖ{â ¾r°Dûpê³ª{â° Ýê³pâ²yâ°K.. O}Ò

dâxdÖø %{â° gâ°Éâ°gâ°Éâ° }ÖÀâó ¾ÀâÃÒ Ýê³·dÒ ±ª{Ögâ gê©ªÃâÃÖÑÈÖ] ±î

ÀâÃÖyÖÚK©pâ·[ Àâû dêô kâÈÖÎ°û' {ê³vâG {üâ¾ªÃâ° dê©dêgê Ýâ·Àâó uê³©Ú dêôgâÔâ°

Àâ°yêK dâÔê Ñ©Ôâ yê³vâÐ{âÀâó...

kÖÀâ°pÖm}âgâpâ{â dê³Ôê\©gÖ· yÖ·³Ñ}â Éâ°ªvâpâù\, ÀâÃÖrËù\, uÖgê©î,

dâ³vâ³[pâ°, dÖÀâù\, Ä.Ê. ~ÖÔâX, pÖÀâÃÖ~âópâ Éê©î{âªyê Ýâ·Àâó Ýâù\gâùgê

E{â° Ýê³Éâ ÆÍâªÃâ°Àê©}â³ %·[. %{â° ±ýpâªgâ ÉâyâX.

dê³Ôê\©gÖ· yÖ·³Ñ}â Ýâ·Àâó Ýâù\gâÔâ¶[ Ýêx°J úµâ°ÝâyêX {âµâdâgâùª{â

%ÀÖXÝâyâÀÖÐ }âvêªÃâ°°»K{ê.

’

’

ÉÖªÃâ°Èêª{ê© Ýâ°sD{âÀâpâ°...

Hemalatha H., Vijaya Karnataka

Hemalatha H. works with Vijaya Karnataka. She won the award for

the Best Investigative Report at the Media and Advertising

Awards for Gender Sensitivity, 2012-13, Southern Region.

Laadli
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ÉÖªÃâ°Èêª{ê© Ýâ°sD{âÀâpâ°...

E{â}êQ·[ Ýâ°vâ°Ñdê³ªvâ° dê³Ôê\©gÖ· yÖ·³Ñ}â Ýâù\gâùgê Åê©s ¾©Ú{âpê

ªÃâÃÖîª{â·³ }ê©pâ IyâKpâ ûgâ°Àâó¬·[. Éâ°»K ±Ôâû Àâ°yâK{ê© ~âZµêQ dê©ù{âpê

%ªÃâÃÒ ²ÚZ... }âÀâ°³W}ÖË·gê UÇÒ YdÒ\ E·[ dâ}âÀâ]... Ýâ°ÂÖK}ê

Éâyê³K©ªÃâ°KÀê.. EÀâyÒ kê}ÖQÑ{âMÀÒ }Öù©dÒ Epâ·[... aª{Ò ÝêÇÖJ{êZ

Éâªyê³©Éâ ~âvÖKpê. 2}ê©{â³Q Uªgê³© ÉâÎ°ÉâøyÖpê Àâ°³}êË©yâ{â³ UÇÖJ{êZ

%{â° EpÖÑ·[ dâ}âÀâ] Àâ°°gÖbdÖKpê. Éâ°»[Èê³© Uªyâ{âZÈê³[© Àâ°°Ðb ²vÖKpê.

Ýê³·yÖKÀâ yâdê³ªvê³©Ð Ýâ³ÇÖdÖKpê. Ýâ°yâK{â yÖÀâ ÝÖÑ ±yÖKpê.. Uª{âpâ°

Ê©ÆdÖ (ÝêÉâpâ°gâÔâ}â°Q ±{â¶ÉâÈÖÐ{ê).

Ê©ÆdÖ Àâ°yêK©}Ö{âpâ³ Ýê©Ôâ°Àâ Àê³{âÈê© Iù{âÀâpâ° AdêªÃâ°}â°Q

Éâ°Àâ°W¾îÉâ·° ~âZªÃâ°»Qû{âpâ°. Ïê©vâ{â IÉÖ±î }âÀâ°gÖXdê. O}Ö{âpâ³

Ýêkâ°+dâÆ°WªÃâÃÖ{âpê E·[Éâ·[{â gê³©m¶}â¶[ }ÖÀÖXdê ûÑødê³Ôâ\Ïê©dâ° Uª±

Ukâ+îdê U·[pâ·³[ Eyâ°K.

ÀâÃÖrËù\ªÃâ° Éê³©}âªgê Àê³{â·}êªÃâ°{â° Ýêx°J, Upâvâ}êªÃâ° ÝêîgêªÃâÃÖ{Ögâ

Ayâªdâ¬ª{â ªÃâÃÖÀâ Àâ°gâ° Uª±°{â}â°Q }ê³©Ú{âÔâ°. Àâ°gâ°Æ}â ¶ªgâ

»ù{Ödâ_x dâ¹Jª{â ¾©pâ° {üâ°Àâ°°Ñ{âÀâó. Àâ°°ª{ê ªÃê³©×ÉâÈÖgâ¶·[.

ªÃâÃÖdâÀâ°W ý©gê Uª{â° ~âZúQû{âpê UÈÖ[ UÇÒ Àâ°dê\© A{êZ %Àêø dÖÉê¶[ª{â

yâpâ}Ö dâxÆ°W. NrÑødê³ø©{ê dâÍâD E}Ò e{â° ±pâ Éâ°ªdÖªÃâ°K{Ö. Àâ°¬gê

Àâ°³·dâb Ïê©dâÆ°W. Ïêôdâ°, ±ªgÖpâ dê³vêT©dâ°. AÀâÃÖXÑ}Ò dâÉâD }ê¾ÉâøªvêZ E{ê©

UÉê³D© Àê°©·° dâÇê³J»Kdê³Ôâ°\yÖKÔê.

ªÃâÃÖÀÒ yÖÎ° yÖ}â Àâ°gÖ ÉÖªÃê°T©dÒ %ªyÖÔê. UÇÒ Àâ°gÖ Ïê©dâª{êZ ¾©}â³

ÏÖXvâ }âÚ %ªyÖpê dâ}âÀâ]. gâªvâ %yêKªÃâ° ÀâÃÖyÒ dê©ùM{êZ }Ö ±{ÖødÖªÃâ°K{Ö

¾©Àê ªÃê³©ù. UÉê³D©ÉÖî O}Ò ÀâÃÖvÖKpê UªgÒ ÀâÃÖvÖKpê %}ê³Q©{â°

»ùªÃâÃÖÑ·[ Uª{â° ÝâyÖµêÎ°ª{â }â°ÚªÃâ°°yÖKÔê.

Ýêx°J Àâ°yâ°K gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøÔâ³ {â°ÚªÃâ°°yÖKpê. ûdâø dâ³¶ªÃâ°¶[ %{üâË gâªvâÉâpâ

ÉÖpÖÎ°gê© ÙkÖËgâ°yêK. yÖÀâó {â°Ú{â{âM·[{ê }âÀâ°W dÖÉâ}â³Q Ñyê³øªvâ°

Ýê³©gÖKpê. Ýê³vêyâ ±Úyâ ÉÖÀâÃÖ}âX. Àâ°}ê }âvêªÃâ°°Àâó{â° {â°ÉâKpâ. Àâ°gâ°Àâ}â°Q

Er°Ddê³ùK©¾ %ªyâ Ýê©Ôê³©¬ÈÖ] %}ê³Q© ~âZµêQgê µâ³}âX{â¶[ {â¸D }êvâ°yÖKê

ÀâÃñ}âÀê© IyâKpâ. Àâ°yâK{ê© ÀâÃÖyâ° yêgê{Ögâ Àâ°}ÖXÐ}âÀâZ}êQ© U{âZÝÖdê³øªvÒ

EpÖdÖªÃâ°K{Ö. UÈÖ[ }âÀâ°WÀÖZ %ÀêZ dâxdâø ªÃâÃÖpâ³ Ýê³pâÐ}âÀâZ·[. %ÀâZ

Æpâ°{âP}ê© ÀâÃÖyÖvêT©dÖ. ÉâªÃâÃÖË gâªÐ·[ dâxdâø. U}â°QyÖKÔê.

“

”

“

”

“

”

207

In
terp

retin
g R

esearch
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia

In
terp

retin
g R

esearch
P

rin
t an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
iaIn

te
rp

re
ti
n

g 
R

es
ea

rc
h

P
ri

n
t 
an

d
 W

eb
 M

ed
ia



o Ýâù\gâÔâ¶[ aª{â° Éâ°yâ°K ÝÖÑ{âpê gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøÔâ ýªvê© dÖx°yâK{ê. Ýêx°J

Àâ°dâøÔâ° dâ¹Jgê ²©Ôâ°Àâó{ê© dâÚÀê°. }âÀâÃÒ gâªvêôÑ\gê UÇÒ ûÐK·[. úpÖ,

yâ°Àâ°³øpâ yÖÀâ Ýê³©Ð UÇÒ yâ»Ë¬M©Æ dâxÀâ]. }âÀâÃÒ Ydê\© %ªyÖÀê Eªgê

Ýâ°sDpê³© ÝêxWdâ\}âQ ÉÖªÃâÃÖbÑK{êZ UÇÒ U¶[ª{â ±ª{Öyâ°K %ªyâ U}â°QyÖKpê

o Ýâù\ªÃâ° ÝêªgâÉâpâ°. Àâ°{â°Àê ÀâªÃâ°ûb}â Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøÔâ° ûgâ°»K·[ U}â°QÀâó{â³

dâ³vâ E¶[ {âµâdâgâùª{â Ýêx°J Åâ³Zx ÝâyêX Àâ°yâ°K Ýêx°J úµâ° ÝâyêX }âvêªÃâ°°»K{ê

Uª±°{âdêø ¾{âµâË}â.

Ýâ°sD{â Àâ°gâ° ÝêÇÖJ{âpê ÝêîgêªÃâÃÖ{â aª{êpâvâ° gâªÂêgâÔâÈê[© }âÀâ°W Éâ·Ýêgê

Æpâ°{âPÀÖÐ Àâ°}êgê dâpê{ê³ªÃâ°°XyÖKpê. UÍê³D©ÏÖî ÏÖxª»ªÃê³±TÔê©

~âî©dê_gê ±pâ°yÖKÔê. dê©ù{âpê Éêª{ÖÑyâ°K ÉÖÆ°. E¬ø{âMªyê Éâyê³K©ªÃâ°°K

%ªyÖÔê. %{â° úµâ° ÝâyêX Uª{â° gê³yÖKgâ°»K{âMpâ³, ÉÖ²©yâ° ~âÚÉâ·°

ÉÖ{üâXÀÖgâ{âMîª{â %ÉâÝÖªÃâ°dâpÖÐ{êM©Àê. U}â°QyÖKpê ~ÖZzâÆ°dâ Apê³©gâX

dê©ª{âZ{â Àêô{âXpâ°.

U}ÒUkÒApÒUª ªÃê³©m}êªÃâ° ~üâ·ÀÖÐ ±Ýâ°yê©dâ ÝêîgêgâÔâ° ~êZôÀâ°î ÝêÈÒK

ÉêªrpÒgâÔâÈê[© }âvêªÃâ°°»KÀê. AµÖ ÀâdâËpÒgâÔâ° U}ÒApêªgâÔâ° ¾ªÃâ°Æ°yâÀÖÐ

Åê©s ¾gÖÀâýû{Ögâ·³ EªyâÝâ ~âZdâpâxgâÔâ° }âvêªÃâ°°yâKÈê© EÀê.

Ýâù\gê Åê©s dê³rD ~âZ»ÏÖîªÃâ°³ »ùÀâùdê dê³r°D ±pâ°yêK©Àê. ÉâpâdÖpâ Ýêx°J

Àâ°dâøùgê dê³vâ°Àâ Éñ·ÅâXgâÔâ ±gê$ ÆÀâîÉâ°yêK©Àê. úµâ° ÝâyêXgê dÖ}â³}â° údê_

dê³vâ°yâK{ê Uª{â° Ýê{âîÉâ°yêK©Àê. ÝÖÐ{âMpâ³ dê·Àâó ÀâÍâËgâÔâ ýª¬}â

~âîûL»gê Ýê³©¶û{âpê dâÚÀê°ªÃâÃÖÐ{ê. A{âpê Éâª~âòxË ¾ª»·[. %Àâpâ

{ÖîªÃâ°Èê[© Ýê³©Ð }âÀâ°W {Öîgê dâpêyâpâÏê©dâ°. E·[¬ {âMpê Ýâù\gâÔâ¶[

}âÀâ°W}â°Q Ýâ»KpâÀâò Éâ°ùªÃâ°gê³vâ°Àâó¬·[ U}â°QyÖKpê ~ÖÔâX{â U}ÒApÒUª.

pÖmX{â ÉÖdâ_pâyêªÃâ°¶[ gâx¾©ªÃâ° Oîdê dâªvâ° ±ª¬{ê. ÉÖdâ_pâyêªÃâ° ~âZÀâÃÖx

µê©. gê Oî{ê. µê© pâ Æ°©Éâ·° ¾©»Î°ª{ÖÐ Ýâù\, Ýâù\ªÃâ°

gÖZ.~âª.gâÔâ¶[ Àâ°ýÔÖ Éâ{âÉâXî{ÖMpê. A{âpê, }âÀâÀâÃÖÉâ Ýê³yâ°K ÝêyâK Ýêx°J

Àâ°gâ°Æ}â Iûpâ}â°Q Ýâ°sD{â dâ_x{âÈê[© ¾¶[Éâ°Àâ EªyâÝâ dñZªÃâ°Ë{â Æpâ°{âP

Ýâ·Àâpâ° kâdÖpâ Uyâ°KÀâó¬·[. o Ýâù\gâÔâ¶[ Éâ°yâ°K ÝÖÑ{Ögâ Eª{ê³ª{â°

%~âpÖ{üâÀêª± ~âîdâ·R}êªÃâ°³ Ýâ·Àâpâ¶[ dÖx¶·[.

“

”

“

”

“

”
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Ýê©gê ÀâÃÖvÖKpê?

UÈê³c©{â°] ÝêxWdâ°\..?

dÖ}â³}â° O}ê}â°QyêK?

Ýêx°J úµâ°gâÔâ ÝâyêXªÃâ°}â°Q ÀâÃÖvâ°Àâó{â° ÉÖÀâÃÖ}âXÀÖÐ ÀâªÃâ°ÉÖb{â ýîªÃâ°

Àâ°ýÔêªÃâ°pê©. Àâ°dâøÔâ}â°Q ÉÖÎ°Éâ·° Àâ°gâ°Ægê dâxgâ· ²©m %pê{â°

ÝÖdâ°Àâó{â°, ivâ· UÇêJªÃâ°¶[ ÅâyâK{â dÖÔâ° ÝÖÑ dâ°ÚÉâ°Àâó{â°, Ýâ°îÎ°ª{â

dâ°»Kgê ²ÐªÃâ°°Àâó{â°, a{êM ±ÂêDªÃâ°¶[ Éâ°»K kâùªÃâ°¶[ Àâ°·ÐÉâ°Àâó{â° ý©gê

}Ö}Ö ÝÖ¬ ýÚªÃâ°°yÖKpê. UÍê³D© ÏÖî %pêÉâyâK Àâ°dâøÔâ}â°Q Ýâ°yâK{â ±ù

ÝÖÑªÃê³©, Ýê³·{â¶[ Ýâ³yê³© Éâ¬M·[{ê a~âR ÀâÃÖÚ²vâ°yÖKpê. Àâ°}êªÃâ°¶[

ÝêîgêªÃâÃÖÐyâ°K Uª± dâ°pâ°Ýâ³ Ýê³pâÐ}âÀâîgê »ùªÃâ°{â î©»

ÉÖ{üÖpâxÀÖÐªÃê°© Epâ°Àâªyê }ê³©Údê³Ôâ°\yÖKpê. %}ê©dâpâ° EªyâÝâ

hâr}êgâÔâ° }âvê{â aª{Öpâ° »ªgâÔâ° yâÆ°Ôâ°}ÖÚgê Àâ·Éê Ýê³©Ð, hâr}ê Éâ]·R

ÀâÃÖû{â Àê°©Èê Nîgê Àâ°pâÔâ°yÖKpê.

kÖÀâ°pÖm }âgâpâ ÊÈê[ªÃâ° ÀâÍâË dêÔâÐ}â Àâ°dâøÔâ ¶ªgâ %}â°~ÖyâÀâ}â°Q Èêdâø

ÝÖÐ{Ögâ gâx¾©ªÃâ° Eùdê dâªvâ° ±ª¬{ê. gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøùgê dê©Àâ·

Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøù{ÖMpê. %ª{âpê pâ m}âgâx»ªÃâ° ~âZdÖpâ ~âZ»

gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøùgê Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøùÀê. pâ gâx»ªÃâ°¶[ ~âZ» gâªvâ°

Àâ°dâøùgê Ýêx°Júµâ°gâù{âMÀâó. pÖÍâåÀâ°rD{â %ªÑ %ªµâgâÔâ}â°Q }ê³©Ú{Ögâ

{âµâdâ{â ýª{ê ~âZ» ÉÖÆpâ gâªvâ° Àâ°dâøùgê Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøù{âMpê, Eª{â°

Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøùÀê. îª{â aÂÖDpê ¶ªgâ %}â°~Öyâ{â¶[ Oîdê dâªvâ° ±ª{âpâ³

dâ³vâ, ÀâÍâË{ê³ÔâÐ}â Àâ°dâøÔâ %}â°~Öyâdêø ±ª{Ögâ îª{â·³

Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøÔâ ÉâªfêX dâ°ûªÃâ°°yâKÈê© E{ê Uª{â° Éê}âbÉÒ Àâpâ¬ Ýê©Ôâ°»K{ê.

}ê© µâyâÀâÃÖ}â{âÈê[© Ýêx°J úµâ° ÝâyêXªÃâ°}â°Q ¾Íê©ºÉâÈÖªÃâ°°K. pâ¶[

ÉñpÖÍâå{â pâm~âòyâpâ mvê©uÖ gâ°ªÄ}â¶[ Ýêx°Júµâ° ÝâyêX ÝêkÖ+Ð{âM{â°M

dâªvâ°±ªyâ°. pâ¶[ IyâKpâ ~âZ{ê©µâ{â gÖZÀâ°Àêòª{âpâ¶[ Ýêx°J Àâ°dâøÔê©

Epâ¶·[. ±pê³©vÖ{â Àâ°°ÙXÉâL %ÈêdÖbªvâpÒ ÀÖdâpÒ Ýâù\ªÃâ° Àâ°°ÙXÉâLpâ}êQ·[

dâpêû Ýêx°J úµâ°gâÔâ ÝâyêX ÀâÃÖvâ°Àâó¬·[ Uª± yâ~êòRÄRgê ~âyâZ ±pêûdê³ªvâ.

pâ¶[ ²ZsÍÒ ÉâpâdÖpâ Ýêx°J úµâ° ÝâyêX ¾Íê©{üâ dÖÎ°{ê uÖî ÀâÃÖÚyâ°.

pâ¶[ E{â}â°Q %~âpÖ{üâ Uª{â° ~âîgâ¹ÉâÈÖÎ°yâ°.

6

48,854

46,005 2011 1000

942 2001 1000

964

927 914

1991

0-6

19 1805

1808

1870

1898

1961
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ÅÖpâ»©ªÃâ° {âªvâ ÉâªýyêªÃâ°° úµâ° ÝâyêXªÃâ°}â³Q }âpâÝâyêX Uª{ê©

~âîgâ¹Éâ°yâK{ê. }âpâÝâyêXgê %}â]ªÃâ°ÀÖgâ°Àâ U·[ dÖ}â³}â°gâÔâ³ E{âdêø

%}â]ªÃâ°ÀÖgâ°yâKÀê. Àâ°gâ°Æ}â m}â}âÀâ}â°Q gñ~âXÀÖÐîû, %{âpâ {ê©ÝâÀâ}â°Q

pâÝâÉâXÀÖÐ Ýâ³yâ° ²vâ°Àâó{â° údÖ_ÝâË %~âpÖ{üâ Uª{â° Éêdâ_}Ò

Ýê©Ôâ°yâK{ê.

mgâ»K}â EyâpêvêgâÔâ·³[ Ýêx°J úµâ° ÝâyêX }âvêªÃâ°°»K{ê. %pê©²ªÃâÃÖ,

×©}Ö{â·[ªyâ³ E{â° »©pÖ Ýêkâ°+. ÑZÉâK~âòÀâË 200pâ¶[ ÐZ©ÉÒ}â¶[ Ýêx°J

úµâ° ÝâyêX UÍâ°D ÉÖÀâÃÖ}âXÀÖÐyêKª{âpê vê¶SªÃâ°¶[ ÀÖÉâÆ{âM

dâ°r°ª±gâÔâ¶[ µê©.1Ñøªyâ dâÚÀê° m}âîgê Upâvâ° Ýêx°JÀâ°dâøù{âMÀâó Uª{â°

pÖmXµÖÉâçmC ApÒ.uê. pâ°Àê°ÈÒ yâ}âQ ~âóÉâKdâ vêyÒ Ïêô gâÀâ}âËÀê°ªÂÒ ~âóÉâKdâ{â¶[

Ýê©Ôâ°yÖK}ê. ÝÖgê }ê³©vâÏê©dêª{âpê û©yÖ ÀâÃÖyêªÃâ°³ úµâ° ÝâyêXÎ°ª{â

±kÖÀÖÐ ±ª{âÀâÔê© EpâÏê©dê©}ê³©. Adê m}âdâ¾gê ûÑø{â°M Åâ³Æ°ªÃâ°

Àâ°Ú¶}â¶[ Ýâ³yâ°Ýê³©Ð{âM Àâ°vâdêªÃê³ª{âpâ¶[.

IùÉâ°Àâ dÖªÃâ°dâ dê³Ôê\©gÖ· yÖ·³Ñ}â pÖÀâÃÖ~âópâ{â¶[ Ýâyâ°K »ªgâÔâ ýª{ê

}âvê{â hâr}êªÃê³ª{â° o Ävâ°Ðgê dâ}âQÚ ýÚ¬{ê. Ýêîgêgêª{â° pÖÀâÃÖ~âópâ

~ÖZzâÆ°dâ Apê³©gâX dê©ª{âZdêø ±ª{â ªÃâ°°Àâ uê³©ÚªÃê³ª{â° }Ö·ø}êªÃâ°{â³

Ýêx°JÀâ°gâ°Àê© A{Ögâ yâpÖyâ°îªÃâ°¶[ Àâ°}êgê Àâ°pâÔâ·° %}â°ÀÖªÃâ°°K. o

ÅÖgâ{â¶[ Ýêx°J úµâ° ÝâyêX }âvêªÃâ°°Àâ ±gê$ %îÆ{âM Àêô{âXpâ° Ukê+yâ°K dê³ªvâ°

uê³©ÚªÃê³vâ}ê ÀâÃÖyâ}ÖÚ »ùÝê©ù{âpâ°. ÝÖgêªÃê°© ÊÈê[ªÃâ° Àâ°dâøÔâ dâÈÖXx

ÉâÆ°»gâ³ Éâ°¬M Àâ°°sDû{âpâ°. ÉâLÔâdêø {üÖÆû{â ÉâÆ°»ªÃâ° Éâ{âÉâXpâ° uê³©Úgê

dñ}êb¶ªgÒ ÀâÃÖÚ{âpâ°.

”}ÖÀâó A uê³©ÚªÃâ° dñ¾b¶ªgÒ ÀâÃÖÚ{êÀâó. aª{â° yÖûgâ³ Ýêkâ°+ Ýê³yâ°K

ÀâÃÖyâ}ÖÚ{âpâ³ }âÀâ°W}â°Q dâùûdê³Ú Uª{ê© ~âr°D ýÚ¬{âMpâ°. dâvêgâ³

yÖÎ° }âÀâ°gê Àâ°gâ° Ïê©vâ U}â°Q»K{âMÔâ°. ¾Àâ°gê Ïê©vâ %ª{êZ Àâ°gâ°Ægê ÝÖ¾

ÀâÃÖvâÏê©Ú }âÀâ°gê dê³r°D²Ú %ªyâ Àâ°}âÀêò¶û{êÀâó. Àâ°gâ°Àâ}â°Q ~âvê{â°,

úµâ°~Ö·}Ö Àâ°ª¬pâ{â¶[ ²sD{êM©Àê. O}ê© A{âpâ³ Ýêx°J Àâ°gâ°Àêòª{â}â°Q

Iùû{â yâÄK }âÀâ°Ð{ê.” U}â°QyÖKpê Agâ kÖÀâ°pÖm}âgâpâ Àâ°dâøÔâ dâÈÖXx

ÉâÆ°»ªÃâ° %{üâXdê_ Èê³©kâ}Ö.

318

6000

E·[ÍêD© %·[
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Advertising Professionals have for long argued that their job is to sell products and

not bring about social change. They claim that they reflect reality and changing that

reality is not their calling. However, anybody who watches advertisements knows

that it is constantly creating new images, aspirations and perspectives to create

new demands for products and services. Is it possible to make advertisements that

move beyond gender stereotypes and reflect the emerging aspiration for a more

gender equal and gender just world? More importantly, can this be done without

undermining the bottom lines? The ads featured in this section show that it is possible

to do so and reflect a growing commitment of young Advertising Professionals who

are part of the social change reflecting the same in their communication.

Advertising
Awards
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Amul Moppet / Sylvester Da Cunha

Age of Marriage / DDB Mudra

Special Jury Award (2011-12)

Best Public Service Advertisement (2011-12)

Considered the most recognizable character to grace hoardings for 50 years,

the iconic girl in a polka-dotted dress, the Amul moppet, continues to

enthrall everyone with witty and tongue-in-cheek humour. This was

awarded for being one of the most successful creations of Indian advertising.

This is probably the first ad campaign to use a girl child as the mascot as early

as the 1960s and continues to engage people around topical issues. The ads

are a humorous take on everything that bothers society. The Amul girl is like a

spokesperson of the masses; she plays the role of a social observer.

Half of India's 50-million girls are married off before the legal age of marriage

which affects their health and leads to pregnancy and then maternal and

infant deaths. The National Rural Health Mission gives out the message on

the right age of marriage. This advertisement in Hindi uses masculinity as a

tool to overcome one of the most important problems which the country

faces. The importance of girl child education is stressed upon and it breaks

the silence on the right age of marriage. While the ad shows other male

members in the family bragging about their masculinity by fighting goons,

one man says he fought with the whole system to ensure that his daughter

goes to school.
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Tejaswini / Corporate Film of Tata Steel / Sumanto Chattopadhyay / Ogilvy

and Mather

Best Advertisement (2011-12)

This is about the Tejaswini project that took an unprecedented step in the

Indian steel industry by imparting technical training to women in the steel

plant. Technical work in steel plants was always considered an exclusively

male domain. This project thus broke gender stereotypes. The corporate film

of Tata's 'Tejaswini' made by Ogilvy and Mather in Hindi highlights the

efforts of the Tatas to empower women and provide opportunities of

alternative livelihoods through vocational education. The tribal women

members near Kalinanagar area in Odisha were being trained to undertake

various activities and become self sufficient. The film reflects the success of

Asha Hansda who took training for 2 months to become a heavy vehicle

driver under the project.
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Sumanto Chattopadhya of O&M advertising agency being awarded for Best Advertisement by S. V. Sista
(Executive Trustee, Population First).



Aadatein / Bournvita / Ogilvy and Mather

Best Advertisement / Product (2012-13)

The advertisement for Bournvita – mother and son shows a mother

inspiring her child to greater heights by enhancing rather than subduing her

own skills so that he actually competes with her. It shows the mother having

the confidence to step out of home and be a high energy, high action role

model for her child with a compelling message that a mother can bring out

the best in her child by bringing out the best in her. It encourages mothers to

inculcate strong habits in their kids and focuses on the importance of

motherhood in shaping a child's life.

Aadatein

Aadatein
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Hum Chhuyenge Aasman

O&M advertising agency team being awarded for the Bournvita ad by Suresh Shetty and Dr. A. L. Sharada.
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Bhagyalakshmi / LIC HFL / Lowe Lintas

/ Government of Madhya PradeshHum Chhuyenge Aasman

Best Advertisement / Service (2012-13)

Best Campaign on Girl Child (2012-13)

The advertisement for the Bhagyalakshmi Scheme of LIC for women's home

loans is a path breaking one which highlights the right of a woman to own her

own house independent of her father's or husband's house. The ad aims to

cater to the needs of a growing number of women home seekers. This is a

particularly radical thought in a world where women own less than 1% of

global property.

This campaign which won the best campaign on girl child is a

comprehensive multi media campaign that promoted sports among girl

children through various interventions. The well designed campaign by the

Department of Sports and Youth Wefare, Government of Madhya Pradesh

had a direct impact on the participation and performance of girls in a number

of sports events at the state, national and international levels.

Hum Chhuyenge Aasman

Team from Lowe Lintas advertising agency being awarded for Best Advertisement Service at the
National LMA, 2012-13 in Mumbai.
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TVC / She Can, You Can / Saloni / Tupperware / IBD INDIA

/ Kaun Banega Crorepati / Leo Burnett / TVCLadki Hui Hai

Best Brand Promotion (2012-13)

Best Programme Promo (2012-13)

This ad celebrates women's entrepreneurial and leadership skills to make a

difference to the lives of other women. The television campaign features the

stories of Saloni Malhotra, who started a business process outsourcing unit in

rural India; and Chhavi Rajawat, credited with being the youngest woman

sarpanch in the country. The baseline is “She can, you can” as the campaign

hopes to get women to aspire to fulfil their dreams by joining the Tupperware

salesforce. The inspirational story of Saloni draws a parallel between her and

the increasing number of women who earn money and are empowered

through the direct marketing of Tupperware products.

The promo for Kaun Banega Crorepati depicts the story of a

woman fighting gender discrimination from birth, till she wins the one crore

prize money. It sensitively showcases scenes of discrimination which are still

everyday occurrences in most parts of India. Her triumph at the end and the

never-say-die spirit all through the commercial is greatly inspiring to all

women, particularly parents of girls. The promo featuring Amitabh

Bachchan and aired frequently at prime time had created widespread

awareness about gender discrimination in families.

Ladki hui hai

Ladki Hui Hai

Hawa Badlegi /

Team from Leo Burnett being awarded for Best Programme Promo at the National LMA, 2012-13 in Mumbai.
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Ladki Hui Hai

Hawa Badlegi / Court Marriage / Havells Fans Lowe Lintas / TVC

Advertisement / Product (2012-13)

The series of ads speak about inclusiveness and gender equality and have

been crafted to highlight the need to initiate change in mindsets and stop

discrimination and inequality. The ads talk about the notion of a better

tomorrow with the tagline . This is an attempt to change

people's mindset through a campaign that chronicles change. The ideas of

social equality and gender equality have been adopted to promote the

product. The series of ads focus on greater inclusivity with the tagline ”Hawa

badlegi” and feature a man offering to take his wife's surname, a family

inviting a housemaid to join them at the dining table and the parents leaving

the choice of choosing the religion to the child – all challenging gender and

other forms of discrimination.

hawa badlegi

Hawa Badlegi /
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Films

Gauri Shinde:

K. P. Suveeran:

Mrinal Kulkarni:

English Vinglish

Byari

Prem Manjhe Prem Manjhe Prem Asta!?

Best Mainline Film (2011-12)

Best Feature Film (2011-12)

Feature Film (2012-13)

Gauri Shinde won the award for English Vinglish, which deals with the issue

of under valuing of women's work at home and the humiliation that women

are subjecting to for frivolous reasons, in this case her inability to speak

English, by the family members. The journey of Shashi to USA and her

success in gaining her own identity and self-respect makes it an interesting

film that drives home the message without compromising on the

entertainment value.

K. P. Suveeran was awarded (2011-12) for directing the film made in Beary

language and spoken by the Muslim communities in parts of Karnataka and

Kerala. It depicts the culture and tradition of the Byari community. It

highlights the strict laws and regulations of marriage, the pros and cons of

divorce in Islam and how it affects women. The film is based on issues

connected with marriage and divorce in Islam and tries to bring such

problems to the notice of Islamic law -makers.

Mrinal Kulkarni was awarded (2012-13) for the film

This Marathi film brings out the nuances of changing

gender equations by portraying the romance between two single parents,

Anushree and Rohit. The film, while portraying Rohit as taking over the

responsibilities of child care and the household without reservation, also

shows how Anushree picks up the pieces and gets on with her life. The

coming together of the two and the appearance of their estranged spouses

into their lives brings face to face the conventional expectations of society

from the woman to return to her husband and her desire to get on with her life

with the new companion.

Prem Manjhe Prem

Manjhe Prem Asta!?

English Vinglish

Byari

Prem Manjhe Prem Manjhe Prem Asta!?
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Theatre

Purva Naresh:

Ramanjeet Kaur:

OK, Tata Bye Bye

Baawre Mann Ke Sapne

Special Jury Award (2011-12)

Purva Naresh was awarded for the Hindi play which is

based on Bachchda women, who by tradition are sex workers. The play

tackles the sensitive issue of caste-based prostitution. Directed by Rabijita

Gogoi and written by Purva Naresh, the play is the story of a filmmaker

couple, Pooja and Mitch, who come to India for shooting a documentary on

the subject but have to face a lot of problems in their journey.

Ramanjeet Kaur (2012-13) was awarded for the Hindi play

an all women production enacted by homemakers who have gone

through vigorous training in discipline of time, space and body besides

sessions on acting and communication.The play talks about upper and

middle class Indian women as being the most unprivileged lot in terms of not

having a voice. It has used theatre as a therapy for homemakers. The actors,

all homemakers, have shared their anxieties, deep dark secrets, and joys and

sorrows. Excerpts from short stories by Indian women writers like Jhumpa

Lahiri and Bulbul Sharma have been woven into the narrative.

OK, Tata, Bye Bye,

Baawre Mann Ke

Sapne,

OK, Tata Bye Bye

Baawre Mann Ke Sapne
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OK, Tata Bye Bye

Baawre Mann Ke Sapne

Books

Gita Aravumudan: Disappearing Daughters: The Tragedy of Female

Foeticide

Special Jury Award for Best Book – Non-Fiction (2011-12)

Gita Aravumudan got the Special Jury award for her book 'Disappearing

Daughters: The Tragedy of Female Foeticide'. She talks about an organized

crime with the assistance of ultrasound technology to determine the child's

sex. A compelling account of 'female foeticide' in India, the book is a

valuable study of the problem. She has used investigative reporting to

explore different aspects of the issue, its beginnings and backlash and how it

can be stemmed. The book combines interviews, case studies, analyses,

statistics and history and also suggests the way forward that may save future

generations of daughters.
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Author Gita Aravumudan with Dr. A. L. Sharada, Director Population First
at the National LMA, 2011-12
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Ranjit Lal: Faces in the Water

Dr. Lakhbir Kaur: Desh Vibhajan aur Naari ki Trasadi

Special Jury Award for Best Book – Fiction (2011-12)

Non-Fiction (2012-13)

Ranjit Lal was awarded for 'Faces in the Water' which deals with the subject

of infanticide and son preference. The Diwanchand family boasted of having

only sons; no daughters. The water from a magical well in their farmhouse

was the reason behind this ‘good fortune', they said. One day, fifteen-year-

old Gurmi sets out to look for the well and what he sees changes everyone's

world forever. The faces of three girls look up at him from the water, and draw

him into a world of fun, games and cyber magic. And Gurmi has to face up to

an unnerving truth as murky as the surreal well. 'Faces in the Water' is the

story of lives lost to appease our society's insatiable hunger for male children,

and the price families pay for its sake.

Dr. Lakbir Kaur Verma was awarded for her non-fiction book in Hindi

, an analysis of more than 40 novels and

100 short stories written in a number of languages during partition and post

partition period. The author analyses the projection of women in these

writings and also the impact of partition on women. What happened to the

thousands of women during partition? Women who were violated, raped,

abducted? Women who were left homeless? Women who went missing?

Children who were born out of rape? These were the questions which had

driven the study but unfortunately the literature of one of the most traumatic

periods of our history does not provide many answers.

Desh Vibhajan Aur Naari ki Trasadi

Desh Vibhajan aur Naari ki Trasadi
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Shaukat Kaifi

Laadli of the Century (2012-13)

Shaukat Kaifi was given this award for her years of sincerity and dedication to

the world of theatre and cinema. She has played diverse characters – ranging

from the meekest to the vilest person. She is remembered as Pagli in the play

, as the black woman in , Amma in

, Khanum Jaan in and Madam of the brothel in

. She showed the world glimpses of the reality of a woman's life

through her different roles. She started her career in Prithvi Theatre playing

various characters in plays like , ,

, and . While with IPTA, she acted in in

1974 directed by M. S. Sathyu.

Pagli Africa Jawan Pareshaan Garam

Hawa Umrao Jaan Salaam

Bombay

Deewar, Ahooti Africa Jawan Pareshaan

Naukrani ki Talash Pagli Garam Hawa

Laadli
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Shaukat Kaifi receiving the 'Laadli of the Century' Award from Naseeruddin Shah.
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Bhanu Athaiya

Lifetime Achievement Award (2011-12)

Bhanu Athaiya was given this special award. She started as a freelance

fashion illustrator and went on to become the most well-respected costume

designer of Indian cinema. She has worked in over 100 films since the 1950s

with noted Indian directors as well as International ones like Conrad

Rooks and Richard Attenborough. She won the Academy Award for the

Best Costume Design for her work in the 1982 film . She was the first

Indian to win an Academy Award. She has also won two National Awards.

Gandhi
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Bhanu Athaiya receiving the ‘Laadli Lifetime Achievement‘ Award from Filmmaker Ashutosh Gowariker.



Artist Lalitha Lajmi receiving the 'Lifetime Achievement ' Award from Shabana Azmi and Health Minister,
Shri Suresh Shetty.
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Lalitha Lajmi

Rina Mukherji

Laadli Lifetime Achievement Award (2012-13)

Extraordinaire (2012-13)

Lalitha Lajmi was given this Award because her paintings portray women

with mirrors, symbolizing self reflections and masks, indicating how

everyone puts a mask to conceal their true feelings. Her focus has always

been on women and man-woman relationships. She started painting in the

early 1960s when she participated in a group exhibition at Jehangir Art

Gallery. Her first solo exhibition was in 1961. Over a career spanning

five decades, she has had several exhibitions both at national and

international platforms.

Rina Mukherji was given this Award because she challenged her her illegal

termination arising out of a complaint of sexual harassment at the workplace

against The Statesman, Kolkata. She won her case after more than ten years of

relentless pursuit. The judgement, delivered by the Industrial Tribunal in

Kolkata. It was the first such delivered in India, which ordered that she be

reinstated with full back wages. This award honours those journalists who

have shown exemplary courage, tenacity and commitment in fighting

against gender violence and for gender justice.

Laadli

Laadli

Laadli
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Our Jury
2011-12

2012-13

Pradyuman Maheshwari

Vishwanath Sachdev

Prakash Bal Joshi

Sathya Saran

Mahesh Bhatt

Juhi Chaturvedi

Deepa Gahlot

Aanand Mahendroo

Vimla Patil

Ramesh Narayan

Neeru Nanda

Pradeep Guha

Mrinmayee Ranade

Sameera Khan

Goutam Rakshit

Vishwanath Sachdev

Sidharth Bhatia

Shishir Joshi

Sathya Saran

Shobhaa De

Lynn de Souza

Nandini Sardesai

Dilip D'Souza

Satish Nandagaonkar

Monica Wahi

Mrinmayee Ranade

K. V. Sridhar (POPS)

Monica Tata

Ranjona Banerji

Media Professional

Writer, Former Editor, Maharashtra Times

Artist and Author

Executive Editor, Enclomedia

Director, Producer, Screen Writer

Screen Writer and Advertising Professional

Writer and Journalist

Screen Writer, Director and Producer

Social Activist and Media P

Advertising Professional

Writer

Managing Director, 9X Media Pvt. Ltd.

Editor, Madhurima, Dainik Divya Marathi

Journalist and Writer

Advertising Professional

Editor, Navneet Journal

Journalist

CEO, Joining Dots & Founder Trustee of
Engage India Foundation

Journalist

Writer and Columnist

Founder, Social Access Communications

Sociologist

Writer and Journalist

Senior Editor, The Telegraph

Founder and Director of South Asian
Children's Cinema Forum

Editor, Madhurima

Chief Creative Officer, India Sub-continent,
Leo Burnett

Managing Director, South Asia, HBO India
Pvt. Ltd.

Freelance Journalist
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Dolly Thakore has been the Coordinator of the Media

Awards for Gender Sensitivity since its inception in 2007. She is a veteran

theatre actress and casting director. Trained in radio and television with BBC

London, she became one of the leading newscasters and television hosts,

interviewing prominent citizens from India and abroad. Dolly Thakore came

into the limelight as News reader in English for Most

of her career has been spent on the stage, acting in plays by master

playwrights including Tennessee Williams' , Arthur

Miller's , Harold Pinter's , and Edward Albee's

She has been associated for over 10 years

with a part of a global movement to end violence

against women

Revathi Asokan, Bhairav Desai – Mumbai

Ila Vakharia, – Ahmedabad

Tanu Dwivedi – Jaipur

Mumbai Secretariat: Miral Gosalia, Bhakti Vasani and Smita Pagnis

Alka Pande – Lucknow

Madhavi Shree – New Delhi

Kumud Singh – Bhopal

Sohan Singh Rawat – Chandigarh

Susheela Nair – Bengaluru

Bhuvanesvari S., Sudha Swaminathan – Chennai

Siby Kattampally, Bina Nair, Meera Ashok – Thiruvanthapuram

Satyavati Kondaveeti, Roopa Vani Koneru – Hyderabad

Manjira Majumdar – Kolkata

Manipadma Jena, Sanjaya Jena, Sandeep Sahu – Bhubaneshwar

Shikha Jyothi Hazarika, Ujjal Borah, Partha Prabal Goswami – Guwahati

Laadli

Mumbai Doordarshan.

Streetcar Named Desire

All My Sons The Birthday Party

Who's Afraid of Virgnia Woolf.

National

Harita Talati

The Vagina Monologues,

Western Region Coordinators

Northern Region Coordinators

Southern Region Coordinators

Eastern Region Coordinators
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Collaborating Agencies
Southern Region

Eastern Region

Northern Region

Kesari Memorial Journalists' Trust

Bhumika Women's Collective

Kolkata Sanved

Sahayog

is a philanthropic organisation that works

for the capacity building and welfare of journalists in Thiruvananthapuram.

It was established about four decades ago and many well known journalists

were its office bearers. The name Kesari comes from the legendary

Malayalam Journalist, Kesari Balakrishana Pillai, who shaped Malayalam

journalism and played a pivotal role in shaping Malayali culture and thought

in the last century.

, Hyderabad was started in the year 1994 to

provide legal assistance to women in distress. Since 2006, they are running a

helpline “Bhumika Helpline” to support women in distress through

telephonic counselling and linkage building. Bhumika has emerged as an

advocacy organisation at the state level. It is also coordinating an initiative

called “Support Centre for Women” located in police stations as a support

mechanism for survivors of violence.

pioneered the use of dance movement as an alternative

approach to recovery, healing and psycho-social rehabilitation of victims of

violence and trafficking, and is working towards establishing itself as a

Centre of Excellence for Dance Movement Therapy (DMT) in South Asia.

Kolkata Sanved has been conferred the prestigious

in the 'Best Project For Health’ category,

in 2011 and for

outstanding achievement.

, Lucknow is an NGO working for women's empowerment and

emancipation. By providing relevant information to poor rural marginalized

women, Sahayog helps them access and realize their individual rights and

makes them aware of all the privileges they are entitled to. It works with the

mission of promoting gender equality and women's health by strengthening

partnership-based advocacy.

Beyond Sport Award

2009 The Diane von Furstenberg

(DVF) Award The 24 Ghanta News Maker 2012 Award
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TRIOs Development Support Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi is a national level

professional research and consultancy organisation established by a group of

experienced development professionals. It provides a basket of affordable,

competent and high quality innovative solutions and technical support and

services to various State Governments, Development Partners/Donor

Agencies, Foundations, Corporate Sector and Civil Society for Sustainable

Social Development.
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Dynamatic Technologies Ltd.

Essar Services India Ltd.

Make A Difference Foundation

R. Jhunjhunwala Foundation

Aditya Birla Managements Corporation Pvt. Ltd.

Cowasji Shavaksha Dinshaw Adenwalla Trust

Godrej Industries Ltd.

Hitkari Trading Corporation

Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation

Niraj Bajaj (Wular Trust )

Puncham A Child Aid Association

Reliance Industires Ltd.

Satellite Foundation

Simone Naval Tata & Noel Naval Tata

Skindia Finance

Symphony Ltd.

Tata Sons Ltd.

United Phosphorus Ltd.

Our Supporters: 2011-2014

Patrika Group

CNBC Awaaz

Exchange4media.com

Infochange

Hindustan

Tehelka

Metro India

Chhattisgarh Times

Our Media Partners
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Dance by Students of NGO Umang

Group Performance by KInkini, Jaipur

Solo Dance by Ms. Suranjana Dasgupta

Dance by Kolkata Sanved, Kolkata

Songs by Usha Uthup, Kolkata

Dance by Noopura Institute of Classical Dance and Music,

Dance by Soorya Group,

Dance Performance by Children of NGO Asha Jyoti, Lucknow

Kathak Recital by Dr. Kumkum Dhar

Dance by Students from AMCHI Project, Thane Dist. Mumbai

Music Performance by Padmashri Shubha Mudgal

Recital by Saxophone Sisters, Mumbai

Dance Performance by Shiamik’s Victory Arts Foundation, Mumbai

Music by Members of National Street Performing Arts, Mumbai

Dance by Massunoori Dance Academy, Hyderabad

Dance by Children from Melody Foundation, Delhi

Odissi Performance by Ms. Kasturi Pattanaik and her Troupe, Delhi

Dance by Students of Kangaroo Kids, Mumbai

Theatre by The Creative Arts, Kolkata

Dance by Children of NGO Samvedna, Ahmedabad

Play by Aditi Desai and her troupe, Ahmedabad

Dance by Children from NGO Kopal Vani, Chhattisgarh

Pandavani Recital by Smt. Ritu Verma, Chhattisgarh

Thiruvanthapuram

Thiruvanthapuram

Our Creative Contributors
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Population First

AMCHI – Action for Mobilisation of Community Health Initiatives

Youth Interventions –

Our Trustees

is a communications and advocacy initiative for a balanced,

planned and stable population. It was registered in March 2002 under the

Bombay Public Trust Act 1950. Our key objectives: to help reduce gender

imbalances in the population; sensitize the youth to gender and social

development issues; and work towards gender sensitive and social

development oriented health and population programmes.

is a

community health and village development project which is being

implemented in 66 villages in the Shahapur block of Thane district

in Maharashtra. Our focus is on community mobilisation and empowerment

of women, youth and village institutions to ensure efficiency, accountability,

and transparency in the implementation of health and social development

programmes.

The project includes a series of capacity-building

workshops for college teachers in training and communication skills, for

addressing gender and sex selection issues with the youth. The

Changemaker Clubs launched in 2011, also aims to sensitise college students

through various activities about gender issues.

Keshub Mahindra (Chairman), Mrs. Rajashree Birla, Jamshyd Godrej,

Deepak Parekh, Mrs. Urvi Piramal, Dr. Indu Shahani,

S. V. Sista (Executive Trustee).

Laadli

Dr. M. S. Swaminathan,
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Laadli

Laadli

works with various stakeholder groups to change the mindset that

undervalues the girl child and makes her unwanted in millions of Indian

homes. Through our comprehensive communications campaign we try to

address the gender discrimination and inequality between the sexes, which

is at the root of this problem. We work with the youth, media, medical

community at large to change this mindset and question the deep-rooted son

preference in our society.

The Media Advocacy initiatives put the focus on gender in the media

and work towards building a gender-just society. Population First is

committed to building such a perspective by engaging the media in

discussions on how it can shape, indeed, change mindsets. Through our

media interventions, we hope to accelerate the behaviour change.

We have conducted interactions with Creative Directors of advertising

companies and entertainment channels. We have also instituted Media

Fellowship for working journalists. With our National Creative Excellence

Awards for Social Change (NCEA) project we brought the rich pool of

creative professionals in the country to support the cause of the girl child

by developing appropriate, creative and high-impact communication

messages. The shortlisted entries can be viewed on our website. Our 'Power

Media For Social Justice' workshop for working and student journalists are

highly appreciated.
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Shetty House,
101, M. G. Road, Mumbai - 400 001.

Tel. : +91 22 22626672  Fax: +91 22 22702217
info@populationfirst.org

www.populationfirst.org

FB: http://www.facebook.com/groups/Laadli/

Blog: http://laadlimerilaadli.blogspot.in/

Twitter Handle: Laadli_PF

3rd floor,

Contributions to Population First are exempt
from tax under section 80G of Income Tax Act.
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An Initiative by Population First

Celebrate Her Life

www.populationfirst.org
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